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Introduction 
Contemporary political circumstances demand that religious leaders must recapture and relive the great noble ideals and militancy of those inspired and immortal Prophets, Apostles and Evangelists, who had the divine courage to proclaim the truth of God … and to call cant, humbug, political murderers and brutes and devils in human flesh by the very names.1
The thrust of our argument in this paper is the need for the theologian to re-occupy his ordained place as a watchman over the morals and life of the society in all aspects, be it social, economic or political. This inevitably demands a critical disposition towards societal vices and their perpetrators, including government and its officials and rulers. They may condemn the powers that be without fear of favour, and they may choose lines which in their persuasion ace God-approved but contrary to the ways of government and the masses. The non-conformist attitude is what makes theologians radicals.
A radical person is nonconformist, either positive or negative. Positive radicals are usually vehement in calling for change in evil or unjust status quo and agitate for this even at the risk of their life and welfare. The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English describes a radical as “a person or opinion in favour of complete and thorough political change”2 A theologian, in our usage here, is a committed person in the pursuit of theology. Theology is derived from two [image: ]Greek words, theos [God] and logos [words]. Both words combined simply “words of God" and "words about God," etc. Therefore, simply define, theology is the study of the person, nature, ways, will, laws, ethics and words of god in its totality.
A theologian is an “expert” committed to the truth of God and about God, who teach these and strive to apply it to the society. He is gifted to distinguish between the action of God and the reaction of men, he is not a slave to fixed ideas, does not allow the world to be a snare to him, he must be of sound mind, faithful to the Bible and to God who inspired him, and has a thorough knowledge of the world, as well as able and bold to confront the changing world with the unchanging word of God. The term "theologian" does not apply only to the so-called academic theologians, many of whom have negatively affected the	 society’s image of theology through their over-critical approaches. Sometimes, these questioned God, doubted His words and rationalized His miraculous acts. This approach was the product of the European age of scientific rationalism, in which the atheistic theories of evolution, Freudism and Marxism held sway. Unfortunately, theologians of the age, rather than challenge this trend, also adopted it, to the detriment of theology. According to Professor E. H Andrews,
That this has been allowed to happen is the fault of religious leaders rather than scientists. In our “Christian” society, the churches have themselves largely rejected the concept of objective revelation and a belief in the authority of the Bible, in favour of pragmatism. They have tried to carry over the scientific method into theology, not realizing that empiricism, which is a proper basis for natural science, is entirely inappropriate in our approach to God…. Unlike the physical world, God cannot be known by humanistic methodology, which begins with ourselves and our unaided senses. His transcendent nature, together with our human blindness to spiritual truth, require God to make Himself known, that is, they necessitate revelation, a concept unknown and inappropriate to scientific endeavour3.
The term "theologian" includes workers on theology, be they ordained priests and church leaders, teachers of theology, and the general evangelist who disseminates the words of God. It also includes prophets, who are agents of Cod's revelation. The ancient Biblical formula, “THUS SAYS THE LORD," is indicative of this divine agency. Cod is basic to any theology. Virtually every endeavour of man is God-related; either pro-God or anti-Ged.
The task before the theologian is a great one. He is placed to relate between the sovereign Cod and man in all aspects of life. Theology itself is often described as the "Queen of all Sciences." This is because it contains information on history, law, geography, archaeology, natural sciences, space, metaphysics, geology, military [image: ]strategy, sociology, economics, labour, politics, education and ethics, etc. Indeed, Prof. Andrews agree that at the initial stage of scientific discoveries, these were used to "demonstrate the order and harmony of creation and thus the existence and power of God.
Every religion, whether scriptured or not, has its theology. However, our consideration here is limited to Christian theology and the Christian theologian. Christian theology, is an expression, declaration and exposition based on the \Holy Bible and faith of the church. This arose out of experience of God, reflections on the experience, reasoned systematic formulations arising from the above. Christian theology began as a way of life based on a living faith. The kerygma [preached word] is the key to theology. For Christian theology to be meaningful to the changing world, it must not be static but dynamic “Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” [Hebrews 13:8]. It must be fresh and carry relevant message, it must not be an end in itself but a means to an end, which is God and doing of the will of God. 
Based on the foregoing, our basic assumptions are;
1. Theologians and indeed theology are relevant to the modern world, especially Nigeria, which is currently experiencing economic collapse, social disintegration and political instability.
2. The above situation is partly due to ungodliness and break-down of ethics due to greed, corruption, lack of fear of God, wickedness, etc. Ethics is the bedrock of any society: when it is perverted, the society collapses gradually.
3. Theology has answers to these problems and the theologian is rightly placed [and should assume this role in Nigeria] as the moral watchman of the society in all spheres, striving to apply Godly principles in human affairs.
4. The theologian is accountable to God for a failure to fulfill this role.
So you, son of man, I have made you a watchman for the House of Israel, whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them a warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked man, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked man to turn from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require from your hand [Ezekiel 33:8-9].

The Role Of The Theologian In History
Theologians have always played principal roles, not only as spiritual watchmen over society, but also as active participants in the political and social life of their respective communities, peoples and generations. This way, they do not only announce divine principles, but supervise it, and on occasions led by examples in practicalizing them.
A prophet’s task was not only to preach, he was also appointed to be an assayer and tester. He had to examine his people, distinguishing between that which was good, and that which was evil.… On the result of this examination, the content of the prophet’s preaching depends. A prophet was also appointed as watchman to his people. He had to look out for what was to happen in accordance with Yahweh’s purpose and then warn his compatriots. The prophet who failed in his duty would be held responsible by Yahweh [God].7

BIBLICAL RADICALS
The Old Testament is replete with stories of people inspired and used by God, who confronted the status quo in their respective societies, enforcing divine and ethical principles. They fought to change evil in the social, political and religious life of their people.


Moses
He was an Israelite by descent but out of a twist of destiny, was brought up as a prince in the Egyptian palace. In spite of the authority and splendour that laid before him as heir-apparent, he moved by patriotic zeal in defense of his Hebrew kinsman, got exiled, but later called by God to challenge the Egyptian authorities to set free the enslaved Israelite people. Moses, who later became the Israelites' lawgiver, served as a radical champion who led a struggle [image: ]for liberation of bondage people and led them through the tortuous wilderness journey to the promised land [although he did not get there].

Amos
He was a remote prophet called to denounce injustice and unrighteousness in Israel. He was uncompromising in his condemnation of the people's unfaithfulness to God, dictatorship of the rulers, injustice of the judiciary, exploitations of the poor by the rich, and the general corruption and wickedness that pervaded the country. As a typical prophet, he went beyond condemnation to predicting the punishment of Cod upon the people through foreign invasion and exile, which came to fulfillment in 721 BC, during the Assyrian invasion and captivity of Israel.
Surely, the Lord does nothing without revealing His secrets to His servants, the prophets. The Lord has roared, who will not fear? The Lord has spoken, who can but prophecy? [Amos 3:7-8]. Let justice roll down like water, and righteousness, like an overflowing stream. [Amos 5:2].

Isaiah 
He was of aristocratic background, called not only to watch over the political life of his people, but he was actively involved as an adviser in the royal court. He tried to guide the rulers to take right political decisions and options, harmonious with the will of God. Whenever his revealed opinions were unheeded, he, like other prophets, denounced the authorities, and predicted doom. His numerous messianic prophecies were a climax of his expectation of an ideal divine king, following the failure of the rulers of the world.

John the Baptist
Before the ministry of Jesus Christ was the messianic prophet and forerunner, John the Baptist. He generally condemned the bad ways [image: ]of life of his generation, challenging the insensitivity of the people to [image: ]the welfare of their fellowmen, the oppression of the masses by the religious and social class leaders, the harassment and exploitation of the civilians by the military, etc. [Luke 3:10-14]. The climax of John's radicalism was his public condemnation of the adulterous and se[image: ]ductive actions of the reigning King Herod, which was contrary to Cod's ethics of marriage. John was arrested for his actions and put to [image: ]death shortly after.

Jesus Christ 
Christianity was founded upon the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, [image: ]the Messiah of Biblical expectation. Though dominantly spiritual, his teachings had social and political implications. It is an overstatement that Christian theology has been the bedrock of the social and political revolutions in parts of the world, especially in Western countries. Civilizations, constitutions and governments evolved around and upon Biblical laws and principles. The life of Jesus was radical, against the status quo, of Judaism of his era. He was unlike the rabbis, and he openly challenged and condemned the Pharisees t and Sadducees for their false religion and hypocritical spirituality. He was later to stand face-to-face with the Roman Procurator, Pilate, declaring that ordinarily, even the Roman authorities had no power over him it were not for the predestined role empowered it to fulfill His [Jesus] mission to the cross.

Contrary to the social norm his time, Jesus interacted the so-called social outcasts, such as tax collectors and sinners, some of whom he redeemed and reformed, to the chagrin of the Jewish religious authorities. The moral spiritual teachings of Jesus are still changing lives and societies radically.

MEDIEVAL AND MORDERN RADICALS

Martin Luther [1483-1546]
Luther was a German monk and professor of philosophy and theology at Wittenberg University. He boldly challenged the absolute authority, false doctrines and excesses of the Roman Catholic Church papacy, which had imperial backing. When summoned before the imperial and ecclesiastical court to defend his radical teachings [which were then considered heretical], Luther stood his ground and consequently succeeded in starting a revolution which broke the universal dominance of the Roman Catholic Church, as he championed Protestantism. Protestant Christianity also had a lot of social effects the world over.
I cannot submit my faith either to the Pope or to the Councils because they have frequently erred and often contradict each other. Unless therefore I am convinced by the testimony of Scripture or on plain and clear grounds of reason . . .  I cannot and will not retract. for it is neither wise nor safe to do anything contrary to conscience. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen.8 

Luther believed in and advocated active involvement of theologians in politics as a way of putting a check on the untamed excesses of evil people in the society.9

Martin Luther King, Jr.
He was a Baptist minister and a civil rights leader in the United States of America. A leader of the oppressed Black people, who sought equality, justice and egalitarian society in America, He was assassinated his for radical struggles to accomplish these ideals. Dr. [image: ]King is not cherished for his philosophy of peaceful, non-violent resistance. This was unlike his Muslim contemporary, Malcolm X, who endorsed the use of violence against the Whites in America. King admitted that he was a radical:
I gradually gained a bit of satisfaction from being considered an extremist…The question is not whether we will be extremists but what kind of extremists will we bee. Extremist for hate or extremist for love, for the preservation of justice or the abuse of Justice? 10

Rev. Dr. King believed that any law which does not agree with the moral law or the law of God is an unjust law and should be disobeyed. "An unjust law is no law at all”.11

Ethiopianism In Nigeria
Ethiopianism, coined from Ethiopia [the ancient Black civilization] was used to describe the efforts and aspirations of African elites for a de-Europeanization of the African people. It was nationalist propaganda and calls for African independence expressed through the pulpit of the Church. As Bascom rightly put it, "No African culture has been unaffected in some way by European contact and none has entirely given way before it”12. Nigerian Ethiopianists, such as Mojola Agbebi and Bishop James Johnson, founded the Lagos Auxillary of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society13. Agbebi and a host of others dropped their acquired English names. The Ethiopianists introduced a trend of gradually and radically indigenizing and contextualizing Christianity in the African milieu, Bishop Johnson's ministry was in fact described by Professor Ayandele as politico-religious. Later, Nigerian nationalists such as Herebert Macaulay, Obafemi Awolowo and Nnamdi Azikiwe followed the footsteps of the Ethiopianists.

Nigerian socio-political situation: wither tee theologians?
Nigeria is currently witnessing a tragic decline in her economic, social and political life. Inflation, unemployment, devaluation of the currency [naira], poverty, crime, corruption, inefficiency, armed robbery, perversion of justice and lack of enduring democracy has been the bane of the nation.
On June 12, 1993, Nigeria made a historic attempt at electing a truly democratic government, but this was scuttled in controversial circumstances by the ousted Babangida regime. The consequent reactions of various tribes and religious groups created a warlike tension which is yet to fully subside. It is the belief of many Nigerians that the anticipated civil war was averted as a result divine intervention due to the prayers of the people. Nigeria is still grappling with social insecurity and political instability even under the military regime of General Sani Abacha.
In situations such as mentioned above, theologians in the society have the responsibility to intervene not only in prayers but by open declarations, condemnations and positive guidance of those responsible for the running of the affairs of the nation. The likes of Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa, who actively got involved in charting the path of peaceful change in apartheid South Africa, are needed in Nigeria. During the Nigerian political impasse, few church leaders spoke out but none of them could be considered radical. They include the Anglican Archbishop Abiodun Adetiloye, while the Catholic Archbishop Olubunmi Okogie’s voice was unlike before, suggestive of compromise. It is remarkable that reverend George Ukaegbu of the Presbyterian Church in Lagos had in the past spoken out vehemently against the evils of the Nigerian regimes, warning like the biblical prophets, of impending doom on the nation. This was at the annual occasion of Church services to mark Nigerian independence. Ukaegbu's statements were made in the presence of key government leaders.
The Nigerian problem can be addressed [in part] through the active involvement of theologians who are indeed like the old-time inspired prophets, whose motivation was divine, who saw radical socio-political change as necessary, along the lines of God's laws and morals, and who saw it as their ordained duty, not only to correct rulers and erring people, but also to actively bring into being an ideal socio-political order in their time.
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