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Abstract
Empirical studies revealed that the problem of poverty is highly prevalent in most sub-Saharan African such as Nigeria. This situation calls for various international agencies and government of those nations to embark on strategies to alleviate the scourge of poverty and promote productive ventures. Poverty is a global issue and could be combated through targeted entrepreneurial education and training. The objective of the paper is to examine the roles of entrepreneurial education and infrastructural development for poverty eradication in Nigeria. Since education is an important engine for economic growth and development of any nation, it is necessary that adequate attention is paid to entrepreneurial education as a prerequisite for national development. No nation can boost of being developed without the activities of entrepreneurs. These are the people that bring innovation and invention into the economy and whose activities bring wealth to the nation, they are otherwise known as the” risk takers”. Education plays a role in the nation’s economy because when entrepreneurial education is being introduced into educational curriculum from the primary school through to University level, students mind would have been channeled or better prepared towards entrepreneurship, so that by the time they leave school at the completion of their courses, they become self-reliant. This paper further highlights the need for infrastructural development as a catalyst for entrepreneurship which the resultant effect is poverty eradication. Different approaches were examined as a way of discovering opportunities such as regular entrepreneurship, promotion of innovation etc. It was recommended amongst others that the government should invest largely on infrastructural development so that entrepreneurs will be encouraged to invest in the economy.
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Introduction 
	Education is seen as the bedrock of success of any nation. A nation with more of illiterates will eventually go downwards economically, for education according to Plato in his Republic simply means uplifting of the masses. It is through education that the right knowledge and skill is acquired, it equips the holder and develops his powers of reasoning and judgment and prepares him intellectually for mature life. With the right education an individual’s life is prepared to be useful to self and others.
	For education to be effective, it should be able to combine skill acquisition with knowledge, that is, holders of education should be able to be self- reliant after school. This can only be possible if entrepreneurial education is made compulsory in Nigerian schools and at all levels of education. 
	Arogundade (2011) was of the opinion that entrepreneurial education and training entails the philosophy of self-reliance such as creating new cultural and productive environment, promoting new sets of attitudes and culture for the attainment of future challenges. Ogundele (2007) submitted that promoting and developing entrepreneurial education would aid the dispersal and diversification of economic activities and induce equal development in a country. 
	In the same vein, Osuagwu (2002) added that entrepreneurial education should be perceived as a catalyst to increase economic growth and development, creation of job opportunities, reduction of search for white-collar-job, increase in home-made materials, reduction of importation of manufactured goods and decrease in trade deficits. Ogundele (2000) realized in his study that entrepreneurship still remains the gateway to sustainable wealth creation in Nigeria. 
Entrepreneurial education may still be at the basic level if the right match with infrastructural development is not made, that is infrastructural provision is a catalyst for entrepreneurship with adequate infrastructure young adults may consider staying back in the rural areas to embark on agricultural production and other productive activities that will bring improvement on the nations’ economy rather than migrating to urban centuries looking for employments. 
Infrastructural development should go beyond building cottage hospitals but should also include constructing good roads, building of schools (including Colleges of Education, Universities, Polytechnics, Schools of Agriculture etc); pipe borne water, uninterrupted power supply, general hospitals, shelters etc. These are basic infrastructural facilities that when put in place will catalyst entrepreneurial development, which will result in employment generation and wealth generation as an end goal. 
It has been observed in Nigeria that, the reverse is the case; there are many cities and rural areas that cannot boost of good pipe borne water, good roads, uninterrupted power supply, well equipped hospitals and good shelters. Hence, the vicious cycle of poverty. 
Poverty is a situation of lack, gross inadequacy and a state of poor living standard. Walton (1990) stated that the issue of poverty has been an age long problem with humanity. In Nigeria there are greater proportions of people who are poor compared to those people that live in affluence. It is thus, necessary to focus more attention on how to address this endemic and prevalent phenomenon that plagues the people’s wellbeing (Federal Office of Statistics, 1999). 
It is a well-known fact that Nigeria may still remain in poverty because of ignorance, low capacity building, lack of entrepreneurial education and poor infrastructural development. But if there must be economic growth and development, then, Nigeria must rise up to the challenges by encouraging entrepreneurial education and training, and provision of adequate infrastructure for total eradication of poverty in Nigeria. Therefore, this paper is out to examine the role of entrepreneurial education and infrastructural facilities as a tool for eradication of poverty in Nigeria. 


Entrepreneurial Education                               
	Entrepreneurial education is the type of education that seeks to equip students with the right knowledge, skills and motivation to encourage entrepreneurial success in some areas. The variations of entrepreneurial education are offered at all levels of education, from primary to secondary and then to the university or other higher institutions of learning (European Union Commission, 2006). 
No economy can survive, grow or develop without efficient and effective entrepreneurial education and practices. It can be said that without entrepreneurship (which involves the conceptualization, birth, growth and development of new concerns or enterprises), there would be no serious business development in any economy. The total process of economic change in Nigeria would be a function of the entrepreneurs available (Oghojafor, Ben, Olayemi, Olufemi, Patrick, Olayiwola and Peter, 2011). 
Ariyo (2008) noted that if Nigeria wants to reach its full potential in terms of economic and social developments, it could not afford to neglect the importance of its indigenous entrepreneurs and the contributions that they make to the country’s economy. And when this is done, it will go a long way to encourage its citizen to develop entrepreneurial education in the school system. Adequate attention must be given to the growth of entrepreneurship through entrepreneurial education so as to arrest unemployment and ravaging poverty in Nigeria. Entrepreneurial education is important because it will inculcate in the minds of the citizens the idea of self-reliance since this programme will run from primary-secondary through to university level. In other words it means “catching them young”. 
Entrepreneurial education is a structural formal convergence of entrepreneurial competencies, which in turn refers to the concepts, skills and mental awareness used by individuals during the process of starting and developing their growth oriented ventures. According to Omolayo (2006), it is the impartation of knowledge and skills that transforms into innovative ideas and used to engage in profitable activities. Entrepreneurial education orientation should be advocated or channeled towards reawakening of individuals to move towards acquiring necessary skills in business management and create a significant difference from other business recognizing already in-built skills and allowing it to function effectively. According to Okojie (2013), entrepreneurial education is necessary because objectives of university education have been compromised as many university graduates today lack the relevant skills to drive the nation’s economic growth.


Entrepreneurial education can be oriented towards different ways of discovering opportunities; these opportunities could be realized through:
· Regular entrepreneurship, that is, opening a new organization (eg. starting a new business) (Shartz, Shartz, Peter & Eysenbach, 2014). University programs should teach entrepreneurship in a similar way to other business degrees. Another alternative is action based entrepreneurial education program which can be labeled as venture creation programs, the students are to launch a new business as an integral part of learning progress. Another comprehensive VCP programs could be also to run a business incubator on site and operate it over a long time period (eg. 1-2 years). 
· Another way is to promote innovation or introduce new products or services or markets in existing firms; this approach is known as corporate entrepreneurship.
The most recent approach involves creating charitable organizations (or some part of an existing charities) which are designed to be self-supporting in addition to doing their good works. And this can also be called social entrepreneurship.
Infrastructural Development 
	There could be economic growth without necessarily economic development and this has been the Nigerian case. The growth has not been able to transform into development because of the failure of the government to provide adequate infrastructures. There is no nation that can be counted as developed in absence of basic infrastructures; which translates itself into unemployment, and abject poverty.         
	Infrastructural development has been neglected by different government in African and Nigeria in particular. Many scholars such as Asiedy (2004), Morriset (2000) and Sekicat and Varoudakis (2004) have maintained that infrastructural development is a prerequisite for foreign investors to conduct businesses successfully, as poor and epileptic infrastructures could only increase the cost of production for firms. It is observed that the availability of infrastructures such as roads, electricity, hospitals, ports, railways, highways, communication networks and stable government would increase productivity and enhance higher level of foreign investment and demand. 
	The need for infrastructural development in Nigeria cannot be overemphasized because the nation’s economy depends largely on the level of infrastructural development in the country. This is what that attracts foreign investors and since Nigeria is surrounded by many developing countries the need to invest on infrastructural development is necessary. Richaud & Varoudakis (1999) in their study discovered that public infrastructure investment can result to ample increase in gross domestic product. Infrastructural development helps to increase the rate of foreign direct investment and the resultant effect is the increase in gross domestic product. The living standard of the masses will improve while the gap between the rich and the poor minimizes. 
	Infrastructural development is a catalyst for entrepreneurial development as the latter cannot thrive in the absence of the former. When these two factors play their role adequately it will result in poverty eradication. 
Poverty Eradication 
	O’Connor (1991) asserted that poverty is a condition in which a person or household could not be able to meet the basic necessities of life; which is considered as minimum requirements to sustain livelihood in a given society. This is to say that an individual or group of persons is unable to meet social and economic obligations, lacks gainful employment skills, lacks assets and self -esteem; and has limited access to an economic infrastructure such as education, health, portable water and sanitation and consequently limited means of improving his or her capabilities. Oladunmi (1999) stated that poverty is a situation of insufficient income for securing necessities of life such as food, clothing, portable water and shelter. According to Haruna (2002),  poverty is not just lack of money, it is also lack of security and inequality; poor state of health and illiteracy. Poverty is a phenomenon capable of stripping an individual of basic necessities of life which includes foods, shelter, clothes, etc. Poverty deprives persons of access to gainful employment and skills and thereby makes the persons unable to meet social and economic obligations. 
	Garba (2006) posited that poverty is a lack of basic necessities of life and Aigbokhan (2007) asserted that poverty is the inability to achieve a certain minimal standard of living. Poverty has been historically accepted in some parts of the world as inevitable as non-industrialized economies produced very little while populations grew almost as fast, making wealth scarce (Ency. Britaimica). Poverty eradication is a term that describes the promotion of various measures, both economic and humanitarian that will permanently left people out of poverty. UN economist argues that good infrastructure, such as roads and information networks, helps in eradicating poverty (BBC News, 2016). China claims it is investing in railways, roads, ports and rural telephones in African countries as part of its formula for economic development. (BBC news, 2016). Economic growth has the indirect potential to alleviate poverty, as a result of a simultaneous increase in employment opportunities and labour productivity (Meldmed, Hartwig & Grant, 2011). In Nigeria many policies have been initiated for poverty alleviation. Some of these policies are shown in Table I. 



Table I: Selected policy programmes aimed at poverty alleviation and entrepreneurship development in Nigeria.
	S/N
	Programme
	Objective
	Remarks
	Period 

	1.
	National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS)
	Government reformation, growing private sector, access to health, education, welfare, employment, empowerment, security and participatory governance 
	
Just in 2004
	
2004 till date

	2.
	Small Scale Industries Credit Scheme (SSICS)
	SSICS was set up to provide technical and financial support for SMEs. 
	Inadequate power to monitor advances leading to repayment default. 
	
1971 - 1997

	3.
	The Nigerian Industrial development Bank (NIDB)
	NIDB was designed to provide medium and long term loans for financing of industrial activities 
	Financial and administrative constraints and currently embroiled in merger controversy. 
	
1964 – 
2001

	4.
	The Nigerian Bank for Commerce and Industry (NBCI)
	The bank was set up to provide financial services to indigenous business community and administer the SME World 
	The bank suffered operational problems, which resulted into a state of insolvency (Sanusi, 2003) Bank Loan Scheme. 
	
1978 - 2001

	5.
	National Directorates of Employment (NDE) 
	Responsible for vocational skills development and small-scale enterprises programs designed to combat unemployment. 
	Currently embroiled in merger controversy. 
	
1989 till date 

	6.
	National Economic Reconstruction Fund (NERFUND)
	Fill the gap in any observed inadequacies in the provision of medium to long term financing to small and medium scale industrial enterprises  
	Currently embroiled in merger controversy 
	
1989 till date 

	7.
	Family Economic Advancement Programme (FEAP)
	Established to provide micro facilities for entrepreneurs 
	Discontinued due to change of government 
	
1998 – 2000

	8.
	People’s Bank
	Designed to make banking services more accessible and extend credit to the poor 
	Discontinued due to change of government 
	
1989 – 1993

	9.
	Community Bank
	Designed to make banking credit accessible to the active poor 
	Discontinued and substituted with Microfinance Bank
	
1990 –
1993

	10.
	Better Life Programme/ Family Support Programme (BLP/ FSP)
	Aimed at sensitizing and providing micro-credit facilities for women entrepreneurs 
	Discontinued due to change of government in 1987 
	
1987 till date

	11.
	Small and Mediums Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN) 
	The Small and Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN) was established to promote the development of the MSME sector of the Nigerian economy 
	The impact may not be felt at all levels of society.
	
2003 till date 

	12.
	Small and Medium Enterprises Equity Investment Scheme (SMEEIS)
	To provide credit facilities for small and medium entrepreneurs.
	Lack of national spread in implementation 
	
1999 till date 

	13.
	Micro Finance Banks
	Established to provide finance for the active poor in the society 
	Lack of national spread and high interest rate
	
2007 till date 

	14.
	National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP)
	To eradicate poverty from the local level  to national level
	Just started  in 2001
	
2001till date.


Sources: Sanusi, 2003, Central Bank of Nigeria, 2008. 
Ways to Eradicate Poverty in Nigeria                        
· Entrepreneurial education
· Infrastructural development 
· Economic liberalization
· Technological development 
· Employment and productivity 
· Helping farmers
· Building opportunities for self-sufficiency 
· Women empowerment 
· Gender equality 
· Debt relief 
· Development aid.



Entrepreneurial education 
Entrepreneurial education seeks to provide students with the knowledge, skills and motivation required to achieve entrepreneurial success in a variety of settings and things. Different entrepreneurship educations are offered at all levels of schooling from primary or secondary schools through graduate university programs. Entrepreneurship education focuses on the development of skills or attributes that enable the discovery and realization of opportunities. Entrepreneurship education can be oriented towards different ways of realizing opportunities:
Infrastructural Development
Investment in infrastructure development boosts the economic growth. Infrastructure Development involves fundamental structures that are required for the functioning of a community & society. This usually refers to structures like roads, water supply, sewers, electrical grids, telecommunications, renewable energy, and so on.  
Economic Liberalization 
When a nation becomes liberalized, the economic effects can be profound for the country and for investors. Economic liberalization refers to a country "opening up" to the rest of the world with regards to trade, regulations, taxation and other areas that generally affect business in the country. As a general rule, you can determine to what degree a country is liberalized economically by how easy it is to invest and do business in the country.
Technological Development
As a result of technological development, human society have experienced a marked development, thus some cultures, conventional skills and means of lifestyles die out. It enables our lifestyles and skills change with new alternatives. In recent years, several surveys have been conducted to indicate a great impact of technology advance on our life, because of technology development we are able to maintain our customs and traditions beside modifying our lifestyle to facilitate it and provide earth better place for human.
 Employment and Productivity
The place of work; be it an office or a factory, a business or any other organization, is not just a setup where people get paid for their presence and attendance of a few hours. The salary is return for work done and the amount of work completed reflects the worker’s productivity; which in turn is determined by a series of factors besides qualifications and experience.
The level of the employee’s productivity in any organization is largely responsible for the profit making ability of the organization and its survival in the long run. 

Helping Farmers
Food is one of the most basic human rights and needs: without adequate, nutritious food, people are unable to work and, in some cases, live. Almost a billion people in the world today are chronically undernourished, and many more are food insecure, meaning that they do not know where their next meal will come from. Self-sufficiency (also called self-containment) is the state of not requiring any aid, support, or interaction, for survival; it is therefore a type of personal or collective autonomy.
Women Empowerment
Women’s Empowerment educates and empowers women, who are homeless, with the skills and confidence necessary to secure a job, create a healthy lifestyle, and regain a home for themselves and their children. Gender equality, also known as sex equality, gender egalitarianism, sexual equality or equality of the genders, is the view that both men and women should receive equal treatment and not be discriminated against based on their gender. Gender equality will offer in women the confidence necessary to achieve their potential which will have positive effect on the economy.
Debt Relief 
Debt relief or debt cancellation is the partial or total forgiveness of debt, or the slowing or stopping of debt growth, owed by individuals, corporations, or nations. From antiquity through the 19th century, it refers to domestic debts, in particular agricultural debts and freeing of debt slaves. In the late 20th century, it came to refer primarily to Third World debt, which started exploding with the Latin American debt crisis (Mexico 1982, etc.). In the early 21st century, it is of increased applicability to individuals in developed countries, due to credit bubbles and housing bubbles.
Development Aid 
Development aid (also development assistance, technical assistance, international aid, overseas aid, official development assistance (ODA), or foreign aid) is financial aid given by governments and other agencies to support the economic, environmental, social, and political development of developing countries. It is distinguished from humanitarian aid by focusing on alleviating poverty in the long term, rather than a short term response. Aid may be bilateral: given from one country directly to another; or it may be multilateral: given by the donor country to an international organisation such as the World Bank or the United Nations Agencies (UNDP, UNICEF, UNAIDS, etc.) which then distributes it among the developing countries.
Diversification of the Economys
There is no doubt that petroleum (crude oil) has contributed substantially to Nigerian revenue since its discovery in 1956 and more especially, since 1970 when its price was on the upward trend. However, it is a known fact across the globe that for a country to attain growth and development, its economy has to be diversified. Mono-economy needs to give way to the productive development of various sectors of the economy. So there is urgent need for the Nigerian government to begin to look into diversification of the economy so as to attain solid economic growth and its potential as it is endowed with vast resources both human and material.
Entrepreneurial education earns the recipient knowledge and skills with which to be self-reliant after school. This approach is to empower the citizens to be entrepreneurs, that is, risk takers and creators of job or employers of labour, but how would all this be possible if such effort is not backed up with provision of infrastructures, since no nation can grow without the interplay between the entrepreneurship and infrastructural development. When this is obtainable more people will be encouraged to invest in the economy. 
There is no doubt a close relationship with entrepreneurial education, infrastructural development and poverty education because in the absence of entrepreneurship and infrastructural development, poverty will continue to be a menace in Nigeria. The relationship between entrepreneurship and infrastructural development is central to individual and social welfare. Entrepreneurship is held to be one of the principal mechanisms that can help to turn around recession. The importance of entrepreneurship to society’s socio economic development has led various levels of government in Nigeria to institute measures that aimed at enhancing entrepreneurial development programs and has also had educational planners to inculcate entrepreneurship into the school curriculums. 
Conclusion 
	Provision of infrastructures will help to stimulate the efforts of the entrepreneurs and encourage more persons to invest and also attract foreign investors into the economy. If these two are provided (infrastructure and entrepreneurial education) poverty eradication in Nigeria will be a reality.
Recommendations 
i. Government should introduce, implement and sustain more poverty alleviation programmes and be gender sensitive if actually they want to eradicate poverty in Nigeria. 
ii. Infrastructural development attracts foreign investors therefore Government at all levels should make provision of infrastructure a priority.
iii. Government should encourage young adults to shun rural-urban migration and give them orientation on how to be self-reliant.
iv. For Government to be able to eradicate poverty in Nigeria totally, there should be promotion of entrepreneur  education and training  and should also see to the following: women employment, economic liberation, gender inequalities, help to farmers etc.
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