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aoxxstaxitly in these precarious positions and as a foundation for more inquiries
imto gcmden-related issues. This putrrication continues to present eye-opening
juxtapositions and further Iends its support to discussions around women

Editorial
fuadeed, Gemder Eqwwlity is an opportunity and not q rhreat. - Justin T[udeau.

Here is amothen spectaculan edition of oun Gender and Behaviour Journal -
vq,luxme n.6, Numirer 3. Despite the apparent truth behind the above quote and

other efforts to elimrinate gender inequalities and advocate against gender-related
oppressiora, oxne can not denv a global culture ofdiscrirnination against women in
one forur on anothen. Women are still far mone lil<ely to shy away from career
opportunities they feer unqualified for, not necessarily because they are. Also,
hoth maen ared women, especiaily in deveroping countries, are rikery to be rigid
'towards gender roles. It is irnportant that we use the inforrnative subrnissions in

. this editiom to make room fort for reflection into the reasons why women are

emlpo\ven'ment and laow cultural predisposition influences health,th,
emtrepreneurship etc among women in rn societies. Once again, we express our
gratitude for 1'our fionmidable support and hope that we can continue to counton
you"

t{apnry reading!

Youns Simeereny,

Xmae 0moz-0arhe (MMp, Cpt,R)
Editorial Manager,
Gender & Behaviour,
email: ifepsy@yahoo,com

Webs ire: www.ifepsyc hologia.org
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.dbstract

This paper ktoked in to won'Len education and its importance as one of the vital tools for nation

building. Education fo,r nati.on builcling requires huiart retources of which women are included'

However, variou.s reasons why it became necessary to solidify and prioritize women education for

sustainable developmettt were discussed among "ii'h *o'n economic status' political awsrensss'

national growth and clevelopment among othirs. Despite non-r'ated actions from v'omen'folk to

contribute their quota in iation building, there wer) many challenges facing the education o.f

women standifig as stumbling blocks to attain iheir educational pursuilwhich were also glimpsed at

.in tltis study arnotrg the challenges are poverty, poor self-perciption' too many responsibilittu and

the lilces. Hence, r",ririi ",in 
i,rclrspenrortui groiri and developntent of a nation" the study

thereJore recontmended"tlrat wonten iltould be allo**ed access to qualiyt educatiott so o's to be

adequatelY emPoweted'' 
{ ;;: ;: ;;;, *' o' * nn, Educ ati o rt, M ech an i s nr' N aio n Bu ildin g'

Introducti on

As women education is one of the key development objectives. il the nineties lt is crucial to

examine the assumptio* una., wkrich policies, f rig-rru:r.r, and projects are formulated towards this

goa1. More re.ently, the concept of:*o*.i'.a'"t'tion has been tied to the range of activities

undertaken by and f;; *;;; m drfferent forms, education included being the major zispect

(Carolyn 2005)' However, Educatio, o g"n.,utty u.ti.u.o to be the bedrock of. any nation and if a

nation is to be strongly bul1t, there is need to make education available for women at all trevels'

Education plays a ,itut .ot. in the gowtr'-*a Jl'"rop'rent of a nation with adequate inciusi'ze

women education. Oyisito and Olumuk"t" l;;D) l"i'*t^tta their opinions that education is

recogrized as tne cor-rlerrton. fo. sustainable national development' all over the world' Some years

back, women were ;i;;t* of all kind "r 
it"Jill"tt ana uetefs that determrne how they should

behaveandwhattheyareexpectedtodo.(okupon&-oronsaye(2016)'Theyfurthersaidthat
women were ret.gatel i" ,lri background, iir".l*ir*t.a agafurst and denied thell rig]rts in socio-

economic, cultural and poiitical actlvities J.iplt. their no'n-rested actions in protesting agaurst

discrimrnation. They kept on clamoring for concessions and strategies that wouid improve their

emancipation towards contributing tlr.i. quotu-* the nation' Education is seen everywhere as the

quickest and most effective -.*, ort.*,ro.I]]*gwomen..I.hemost imporlant rolewotnenhaveto

play towards .on,.,uu1rrgio the.building "r 
r"ai"l, is a theme that is cun'ently in vogueand a lot of

emerse and acttvtttes are channeled towards 
-women 

in the country througir the federai states and

locallovernment P ro grammes

Theneedtoultegratewolnenintodevelopmentprocess^ofanynationhasbeendiscussedbotlrat
national and urternational workshop, seminars and conftrtnces' Oialoye (2008)' buttressed this

statemenr rhat the problerns of rvomen "#;#;"iloi-.ar.^tion 
looms iarger at the turn of the

twenty -first century in Africa. The author further said that wot-llen represent two-thl].ds of the world

illiterate adults which thus needs i,'pt'utJ"-uctions to stetn the ugly trend and enable women to

t2241



Tairuo T,A. & Molmntnted R.h[.O: Wonren education..

gain access to educational faciiities provided for their development alongside with the development
of tlie cotnrnunity they represent.

UNESCO (2012) reporled that women fonn a high percentage of the population, and as suchthey
need quality literacy education to be able to contribute their quota to the development of the nation.It has been widely believed that, building a stronger nation can be narrowly achieved if half of
hurnan race particularly womenfolk remains igrorant, marginalized and discrirnilated apinst.
Frovision of quality educationai faciiities to women will geatly irave impact in the actions directed
towards a nation building. Few investments have as largea payoff as women education. Household
surveys in developrng countries have consistently shown that women with more education have
smaller exposure to risk, they are heathier and have better educated families.

The education of wotnen rvas earlier lirnited to infonnal system of education that is acquired in the
lamily which is more domestic in nature, because of the courmon belief of people that women end
up their carecr in the kitchen. That rs, the infomal rnethod of education was the major system of
imparting knowledge on women for a very longtirne and m this contemporary days, whereas the
education of wotnen has gone beyonci the tmk of being home managers-alone. particularly, social
and economic activities in rnodern day society bestowed on them a disposition for a lifelong
acquisition of knor.vledge, values, attitudes, competence and skills. According to Wikipedia (2017)
women education entails provision of prirnary, secondary, terliary and healthiducation specifically
designed for fernales. lt is equally referred to all forms of education orpnized to providewomen
with eq"ual opportunity and access to fonnal education as it is given to thek male counterpart. Since
women are now endowed to have access to forrnal education as compared to their male counterparts,
they czut now contriblrte rneaningfully and equally to the advan..-.nt ancl building of the nation.
On this note, women education shoulcl be clesigred in such a way that meets the societal and health
needs ofthe society.

Over the years, women and children ir most countries around the w.or1d, Nigeria for instance, have
remained the tnost neglected in the progralnmes of govemment in pro"viding socio-economic
benefits (Emrnanuel et'ai 2014). In other words, despite the fact that women constitute a larp
percentage of the society they have not been given adequate opportunity to discover, harness and
contribute to the development of their society. The next section discusses the irnportance of
educating womefl for nation building.

flmaipontamce of Wormen Fducation for Nation tsuilding
Natioman Gnolvth auad Developneent: All-inclusive fonr-rs of education acquired by wornen provide
them the opportunity to ccntribute significantly to national development as they would have been
cxposed to parlrcipating actively in social and civic responsibilities. EdLrcating women also enable
ther.n to be mdependent and develop improved relationship with theLr rpourriand in dealngwith
p rob lems confiont irg thcir farnilies t act ically .

Econoralic 1flrnpowermemri; Education is impoftant to wolnen's livelihood, it gives them the
advantage of secrlrii'tg ginful employment or doing busilesses in a more civilized rnanner. In
buttressing this assertion, Saliu (2016), ren'rarks that eclucation of women reduces over reliance of
wolrren on their male couitterparts too.
Fropen home and Fanainy Management: Eciucation leads to exposure and as f:ar as women are
concemed, education enable thetn to take good care of their family, ancl give rnaximurn attention to
their children and not undennining the health issues and sanitary care of their f'amily.

1aa 
^a

,)
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Folitical i{'rvareness: I';ducation enables wolren to be arvare of.poritical ceveroprnent of the

r.^t,lllil,'I'il:'fffi'#:liTll:Ji*i;:i:r:1fu.1;'1,ffi",0i,",,ii;, ;;il';:iffi,, orncessocial Recogtrltiin' rot["t-"'rr"l..l',uorr.n', 
status by enablingthem to paftake in al] sociar

activities Educated.wotnen also eams r.vithl*0..t"*'."il;':l wirh rheLr rnale counrerp afi. Anadage to buttress this,. is ," r"y irr"i*i;;;;.. . man can do a ,,voman can also do it better.competency: Education .nurrr., *o*.r"il o. ,ro.. *rrp'.i.ri,n ,r.o chosen occupations as werl;:r,:*ftrrsigred to thern which mute th.,n r. rr"".'r..rigs of satisfactron, succcss and

Role of \4/omen in l{ation Euilding
women by their nature are schedulEd with many responsibility and this is the more reasons whytheir role in budmg trre narion .*r","'u. ;.;;;;;;;1. b,ro*yi *a o*nrrv. (201s),buttressed this asserti-on bv ;;;;.;;"t'hut u rr,ug. fiiriilfr ,u11be actorded ," *.,.", as rheyconstitute a larger proportion 

"r 
tr" p"priution rnEy'iro*.r.. ,.ro that, women education is theu.elnpowcnrent which wili not allow tiem to be reft 

";,;;;;1;e of decisionrnaklngthat botherson their lives as a ocgple. l, lurk ," ,fr.'.U"r.. Lantara fZOIjf ,lfro docuinenred rhai ,.n ourcri in herlile has lnore resDonsibilirics 
'r''n 

,r*."oluut. ptuy oru *o,n*-ii'ary n^ nor o,ry responsibiiiries::JIhTri'fH'rJ,n;';;';,il'I#" u, career wo,ran. rhe roles or wolren ire rrorvever
(a) 

::ffi?il::l,:J a fa,ilv and wife in trre husband- wife house hord which is referred to as
(b) Being membtt ol:^t9:','Y.ia regard to:]yil rigtrts and politics it includes fair deal to fernalerabor force p arricip ation, t[is ,efJ. to * .rt.*uI func;io;;i;l,r.n i,r thc society .

Challenges to Wornen Education
women education is unduly influenced by neptive impressions in the society as this has led rnanywomen to regard thetnselves as incapable'oi,,.,rgtrr. *".ri:r^aemand in this contemp orary era.Therefore, wolren have become ,g.* 

"i-rr"roering tieir 
";;;;j;;ment pursuit. However, sorneo t h cr ctr at lenses t o w orren edu cat i"on ; il;;";ffi ;"ffiff 'r?., 

ron.

Traditional Beliefs and culturax Taboos: one of the hindrance t' the Eowth of wornen ecrucatio,is traditio,al beliefs a,d t'ri""il"rr"Jr"lru, -"n uton. *riipl.p.ir",. the farn,y nalne rhar \vorren
|';1.HT.,'ffJ,;: "Jff :, ;:T:: ;i:* i:,:l*t; ; il','#,:1',. o*he ;".,;; i,i, uoo,

Foor Academic status:. This is also atnong the chalrenges to wornen education, poor acadernic
,H:,i,5:::i;#T.',"r'.'fl::m rffim;'ii" '"'i'tv;?t;h;dile them orsecuringhighlv paid

Too Many Responsibilities: wotleu are known.to have many socialand dornestic responsifilitiesl':.h.* washrng coo\1ns ferching 
"r *^i.i carirg for .ura.., ,ro lots more, which often take

]:.1':::.:,[il.;i:|i.U'ilX lff:.#'' ttrev'rrave ri"l. ".,. ,*,. r",. .a*"ii", 's;,iiX, ,iil, ,,u,

Foverty; Povefty riteralry. rneans livi,g on resl 
th1 

0ne U.S. dollar per day. Many lrore wolnen arepoor than the tucu' This lack of tto,o]ri.;;;., to meet the essentials of life preve,ts thern f.our
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participatlng in school. Also. it explains rihy these wolnen could not exist in senclhg tire grrl-
children to school.

Foor Self Fenceptiom: Wouren have a very discouragrng perccption about themselves, they arc .'
unduly influenced by negative impressions of the society about therr. Therefole, their morale and
urge to learn are lowered.

S trategic Ways of' {rutegrating Womren in Nration Euilding
lmcnusive Flltiaation: Among the ways of rntegrating wolren in nation builciing is to desigr
appropi'iatt' erlLtcationai progranxnes that rneet the needs of wornen and the society at large in all
educational scttinp. Also, the time for iearning should be drawn in such a way that favors the
\i/or1en because of their domestic and other social responsibilities.

Active Fantieipation im Civic Responsibilities: Women should be given a chance to have the rigfut
to vote and be voted for. This will give them the opportunity to occupy political offices and to
contribute their quota to the development of the nation by havtngthe freedom of choosrngthe leader
of their choice. by this, women rvi11 not be dorninated socially and politically if they are fully
engaged in civic rcsponsibilities.

Advocacv: Advocacy is also another rreans of rntegatingwomen in nation buildilgso that they can
havc a change of mentaiity by not urrderrating thetnselves in the society, Therefore, prognnmes
should be established in such a rvay that improves women's participation in the affairs of the
soclety. In vierv of tiris, Shitu (2016), suggests advocacy which involves the process of comingup
rvith an agenda that finds solution to problems which confront womcn especiaLly as it relates to their
education.

\\ior[<shop amd Serninar: Organizilg rr,'orkshops and serninars that encourages worlen education
shor.rld be planned as this wili in turn assist women to develop the spirit of good will for their
ilurediate environtnent and thus pron-roting the trait of p atriotism.

Conclusion
Education for nation building requires human resources uicluding womerl. That is women are
thereforc indispensable in growth and development of a nation. Accordingly, obstacles that are
standurg as sturnbling blocks to their personal and educational developrnent must be dismantled if
the nation u'ou1d devclop. On this note, women should be allorved access to eclucation and they
should bc adequately ernpowered. Ilthe country rvill be built up as expected.
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