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DULT LEAR.NERS IN ILORIN METROPOLIS
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.Abstract
'fhe success of every society depends intensely on the quality and quantity of educarion o.f itscitizens' Communily education was clesigned r:o empower the adult iearneis with basic literacyand.funclional education neededfor Iheir improvement. It has been ct bottleneclc to intpt ovingthe implementation of an adult literacy program in the study area. The government anclindividuals have yearnedfor afunctiona-t,qaitt Literacy progrant but to na, at,a,. Trte s,rudyis descriptive survey research.The population of the t,ti4 contpri.tes oJ all adult learners inIlorin metropolis while simple ranrlont sampling techniqtrc.t wcr.y trsed to .select 107 responclentslhat was usedfor the ancrlysis. Three research cluesrions vtere rai.yecl and attswered in thestudy with./requency counts ancl percentoges.Finclings.fiont the selecter) re'pondent^r, cts. t:trepres'enlulive 'santple v)ere gencrulizecl to lhe entire rirget populcttion. one o.f the s.ig,iJicant

finclings wos thot conttttttnily erJucotion has contribr,rtei. to'poverty eradication ctmottg adultlearners in the Ilorin melropolis at a high level. It urporu por,icipanrs to dffirenr opportunitiesto depend on their own vtithout relyng on the givurnirnrt. It has a positive intpacr on thesocio-economic development of the stucly arect. It tt,cts recomntended that goyernmenr a,cJnon-governmental invest heavily in comntunity edtrccrtion by buctgeting aieqruate.funclsfbrcontntunity education in the llorin melropoli,s. The stucly concluclecl tho, i**urity ecluccrtionin the llorin ntetropolis is cr viable ancl good program v)orthy ,.f encouragente:ntr.

Keyrvords: Impact, community eclucatior], poverly eraclication and aclult learners

Introduction

Education is ger, erally acknowiedged as a weapon for development by various scholars (Gerhard
2000 & Preece 2007)' lt is a tool 1br the transformation a,c1 empowerrnent of citizens in a co,ntry.
As a developing cot'tntt'v, Nigeria sees education as a catalyst for empowerment that provides
communities witir the tlecessary skills lccluired for goocl social iiving. The Fecleral 1tepLrblic of
Nigeria (FRN) (2001) sr-rbmits that edr-rcation is an instrument par excellence for elftctive,ational
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development. This view of development is traced to the economic perspective. Suffice to say that

development could be viewed from different perspectives. On the other hand, national developrnent

entails all activities engaged by anation to enhance the standard of living. Adebayo (2012) explains that

the primary purpose ofnational development is the liberation of is citizens from the shackles of poverly.

. Community education involves using commrurity learning resources and research to bring

about commturity change and recognition that people can leam through with and from each other to

create a better world. Ezimah ( 2004)added that it airns to raise consciousness, spread understanding,

and provide the necessary skills, including tl-re human and material resources, for the community's

social, economic, political, and cultr-rral development. fl-re aray of definitior"rs ofccimmr-rnity edr-rcation

. points to the fact that it is an organised leaming activity directed to communities to improve their

standard of living. Interestingly, it is the eclucation fbr peoples' empowerment over their own lives in

order to bring about transformation and change in individuals, communities, societies and nations.

Anyanwu (2004) noted that the philosophy of community education is tied up with the idea of

enabling people to exploit their resources and use such to increase their competence and confidence

in handling their affairs, The attainment of exceilence as conceived by the Federal Republic of

Nigeria requires diversity in training such as formal, informal and non-formal,

Community education is an aspect of non-formai education. It is an adr-rlt edr-rcation

prograrnme geared at empowering community members for enhanced quality oflife. Akande (2003)

opined that cornmunity education as a type of education needed to ensure self-confidence, self-

respect and personal independence as well as to safeguard human rights to achieve social equality,

It is a veiitable iool for stimulating commurity members to actively participate in social activities that

would generate employrnent, increase their incomes, and improve their quality of life. Two schools

ofthought have ernerged inthe definitionofcommunity education as conceived byAnyanwu (2004),

The first sees corrurrrnity education as a guide to community development activities. In this school.

ernphasis is placed on the material improvement of communities and the achievement of tangible

goals, The second vlews commturiry eclucation in terms of building up comrnunities. It involves the

improvement of leamers in the community.

Foverty is a phenomenon that is rrLrlti-flaceted, multi-dimensional and multi-disciplinaLy,

The term has been subjected to a variety of interpretations by scholars in different areas of endeavolu'.

The Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN) (2005) classifies poverty to structural, economic, social, cultLrral

andpolitical deprivation.As acomplex and multi-dimensional phenomenon,Adebayo (2001) explains
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that poverty goes beycnd the condition of lack of resources and extends to social inequralitl,, insccurity,

illiteracy, poor health, and restricted or total lack of opporlunity lor personal growtll sell:.realization,

As a hurnan condition, Preece (201 0) de scribes poverly in ternrs of sustained or chronic deprivation

of r:esoui'ces, capabilities, choices, seor"rrlty and power necessary fbr the en"ioyment of aclequate

standard of living and other eivil, cultural, economic, politicai and social rights. Sorre olher u,t'iters

harre conceptualized the ternr in temrs of being a-bsolute or relative. As absoltite, Ogwr-intilte anci

Ozugha-la (2-009) subnritthat it is character:ized by iniideqLrate healtli lacilities, poorquali'ryo{'educalioir

and lor.rr lite ex.pr:ctancy. It tr r.1r1irre whe:n a household possesses per capital of Iess than 1/-l oI'tl'u:

average per capital income of the country concernecl. Poverty i'rom tl-iis wide range o1'nieanirrg

de notes thc: deprivatir:n that incapacitatcs ttn indiviclual or gror-tp olpeople to euirctlvely and 1ir:e 1y

cxelcisc the ir rights on issues o1'personal and collective concerns. This view corr,Jbot"alils rn'iflr

Aciebayo's (200i) stipuiation tirat porrert-v takes variotts lbrtns, This ir-rcludes lnci< of iltcorle atrci

ltrocluctirre fesolll'oes to ensure srrsta inable livelihrtods, hunger, malnr-rtrition, ill-Lrealth. iimiterl or nr:t

access to education, homelessness, inadcclu,Lle housrng, unsatb euvit'onments, anLl social tiisorittrinatiort

apd excIrsion. It also included restrictions on or laok of parlicipatiort ir.r the decisioi't-tttal<ittg pt',rr:css

in civil. social artd cultut'al Iilr.:.

Priortotheenrergenoeof Westcrneducationinthellorinmetropolis.lslatlicedttr:aliolr

\vils conrprehensive, effbctive, and lcss expcnsive. Tt was also cotlnrttnily-based. rvhere conrtnr"lnitv

pter.ubers enrolled theirwords children to lslamicteachiug, boys ancl girls were givelt Islamic cducatiott

tliat enabled them to fnlfill n'rasculine and leminine responsibilities in the commr"tnity Conseqttently,

ttte philosophy that underr-nines community education as t'elevant to people's neecls. aspirations ancl

iocally-based rvas evident. However, with the enrergence olrvestct'n educatiot-t in llorin metropolis,

there seems to be a \\l'ollg notion anronu people on what contntuttity edr.tcalion arctually is anci

therelore wonders liow it conld serve as a catalyst fbr eradicating poverty. The se problems ernanatr:

h'onr the lactthat corillt.rr-rity education is multi-climensional, anci dilfcr in scope anrl interpretalions

hy variorrs u,r'iters. I-.loivever. it is dorrbtfirl whetl'rer conrrnunily education l-ras cor-rtrit-ruted to the

e ladication pover'l.y in ilorin nretropolis. Inlornred by this, thc rcse archers atle trtpt to asscss the

level of conlribrrtion oft:orrnrrrnity edLrt:ation in cradicating poverty in Ilorin ntetropolis.

Comniunity education involves allthose occr-rpations ancl methocls conccrnec'lwith rtrnning

education and developntent prograrrnres rvithin Ilorin r-netropolis. 'fhe prograrrmes inclLrcleAgric
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Extension, apprenticeship, community rnobilization, and vocational skilitraining lbr skill acquisition

among the people in the communities. But according to Olori (2008), poverty means the inability of

a persoll or household to meet the basic necessities of lile. It is a sitLration where the resources of

individuals or families are not enough to supporl its urembers. And the conclitions are not r-rp to the

minimum socially acceptable standard of living, Community educatior-r can be traced bacl< to the

lackadaisical attitr-rclo ofthe ezu ly missionaries and colonial adrninistmtors to the traditional community

education in Nigeria, The significance of the study term forms the erroneous etssumptions that

cornmunity education has not contributed to tl-re eradication poverW in Ilorin rnetropolis. The thenrc

ofthis str-rdy is to point or"rt this idea is grosslv misleacling.They discredited traditional comr.nr.rnily

education because it lacked literacy and proper docunrentation. Also" it failed to addrcss the issrre

of poverfy. fhis eventually led to a general acceptance ot'the Western system of formal education

and cultr-rre.

Crre ofthe characteristics of a third u,orld cour-rtl'l,is poverty. 'fhe majority are so poor that

the,rl cannot f.eecl well. Iive in a gootl house. have a goocl edr-rcation. medical attention etc. Sorle

signs of poverly that can afl'ect Adult leamers ir-rclude niental arrd physical nutritior.r" educatiorral

cleprivation, child and women abuse, hunger and- urahrutlitioir, increase in orime aud many adtilt

learners ma.inly do not liave shelter overtheir head, PoverlyAlleviatior-r is aplan devisecl by autholity

in powerto release its citizen fi'om poverlvar.rciits attendar-rt problerls. Nigeria govemment inh'octrcecl

so many pr:ogrammes in order to stop povefiv in the cour.rtry, 'fhey initiatccl ancl implernented nrany

programrnes fbr alleviating povelty. These proqrar-rlmes are 1972 General Gowon's National

Acceleratecl Food Production programme ,1916 General Obasanjo's Operation Feed the Nation

trnd 1979 Shagari's Creen Revoh:tion prograrxme. Mrs. Marianr Babangida brouglit women to the

lime light rvhen she introduced her Better Li[e for Rural Wonreli programme betr,veen 1 985 ancl

1993.'fhe programnle rvas changed to Familv Supporl programn')e duringAbacha's regime which

was a pet ltro.iect ot'Marianr Abacha.

Stn tarn en t ot' tlr e Pr"ullr! llm

Community educatiot.t plays a sisnificant role in redncing poveilr, by edr"rcating the people on usinrl

thejr resoulces to improve their living conditions. This high level ofpove$r can be notioed b1, 5,,,',",.

indications Iike high rate ol'drop-out fl'orl schools. lorv starrdard of living amons the ponulai:e,

ltoor f-eeding and high rate of begging along tlie streets, Flowever, clespite the contribulion o1'
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comttllmity educatiou, empirical studies to asceftain the extent of contribution ofthis educatiol i1

eradicating poverty in llorin nT etropolis to the researchers' best knowledge have not been adeqr-rately

conducted. Community education is the best way to education and improve the present level of

poverty in the study areas. The absence of these studies in Ilorin metropolis has provided a knowledge

gap, which this present study intends to fil1. Therefore, the problem of this study is to assess ti'ie

extent to which community education has contributed to eradicating poverty among adi-rlt learners in

Ilorin metropolis.

Purpose of tlle Stuctry

The purpose of the study is to assess the extent community education has contributed to poverly

eradication among adr-rlt leamers in Ilorin metropolis. The ob.jectives ofthe study arrt specitically to:

i. Determine how conu-nr-urity education could selve as a cataiyst for the eradication ofpoverty

amollg adr-rlt learners in Ilorin metropolis.

2. Find out the irdribiting factors affectirg community education from eradicating poverty among

adult learners in llorin metropolis.

3, To find out the sigificance ofcon'ununity education in poverty alleviation alrong adult learners

in Ilorin metropolis.

Research Qucstions

The following research questions are posed to guide the str.rdy:

1. To what extent has community edr"rcation cot'itributed to poverty eradicatiorr among adult

leamers in Ilorin n-retropolis?

What inhibiting factors prevent conununity edr"rcation from eradicating poverf among adult

leaners in Ilorin metropolis?

What are the factors that are significant of community education in poverty alleviation among

adult leamers ir-r Ilorin metropolis?

Significance of the Study

The findings ofthe stLrdy will increase the understanding of the level of poverty and how they can be

eradicated. lt would aiso be of help to the NGOs and goverment agencies to effectively cooperate

with Intemational and iocal organizations to increase awareness or-r povefty eradicatior-t. However,

J.
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this study is significant in tl"re sense that it will help to highlight the process of collective enlightennrent,

political awareness 1-robilization, inculcation of values and neces:;ary skills needed lbr tl-re better

living of adult leamers ir-r Ilorin metropolis.

Methoclology

The descriptive survey research design was adopted for the str-rdy. This design aimed to assess

respondents' opinion on how community education has contribtrted to eradicating povefiy among

aclult leamers i1Ilorin metropolis. The popurlation of the study cornprises all the adr-r1t learners it.t

Ilorin metropolis. This stucly used a purposive ranclom samplirrg technique proceclure to select 35

aclult learners in each l-ocai GoverrunentArea of Ilorin, tnaking 105 adult learuers'

The instrument that was used lor this stucly is 16 items re searcher clesigned qttestiorulelire

on the f'eatures anclparameters of community eciucation and povelty which wtts used to seel<

responses from the adult iearners. Tl-re questionnaire consists of sections A ancl B. Section A r'vas

r"rsed to elicit informatior-r about the respondents while section B cor.rsists of closed-endecl questior-rs

that were used to draw inlormation on the impact of community educatiot't on povefiy eradication

among adult lean"iers in Ilorin metropolis. Respondents arc expected to tick created boxes of colutnns

where they stror"rgly Agree (S A); Agree (A); Disagree (D) arrd stror-rgly Disagrce (S'D) to the

given statements. The respondents responses was coded 1-4 where StrorlgiyAgree-4, Agree-3,

Disagree-2 and Strongl,v Disagree- 1'

For the pulpose of this study, face ancl content validity.,r,as established by giving out the

researcher designed questionnaire to the researcher supervisor and two experls in the fieid of adnlt

educatior-r. The researcher clistributed the well-srructured questionnaires personally by visiting the

selected aclLrlt triteracy centers in Ilorin metropolis. Apilot stucly rvas cione to etlsllre the reliability of

thc clata-gathering instr"ument. The rescarcher pilot tests the instt'tttrent with 20 aclr-rlt lcarners in 2

adult literacy oentres rvho are not part of the str-rd,v's responclents.'fhe instrutnent yielded a reliability

coeffic,ent of 0.75. Tl-re collected data was analyzed using fi'ecluctlr:y aud pelcenlage

Tah[e n: Distribution of Respondents by Gcr-rder

Gemcnen Fnequency Fereemtage (n%,)

Male 64 59.8

Iremale

Totan

A'
+-)

n07

40.2

n00"CI

I

\

i
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As slrown inTable 1,64(59.9yo) of the respondents were males while 43(40 .2o/o)weref'enrales.

This shows that more males par-ticipated in the study than females. The parlicipants were asked to
indicate their marital status as shown in the Table 2.

Table 2: Distribution of Respondents byAge

requency

<30

3 1-40

41-50

Total

77

19

11

r07

72.0

17.8

10.3

100.0

As shown in the table 2,77(72.0%) r.vere aged between 30years, 19 (17 .S%)were betwee n 31

and 40 years while 11(10.3%) were between 41 and 50years. This shows that rnost the

respondents were between the ages of 30 years.

f,tesearch Question One

To what extent has community education contributed to pove(y eradicatiol amonq adult learncrs in
Ilorin metropolis?

Thble 3: Level of Contribution of Community Education to Poverty Eradication

Level Frequency percentage (yo)

Low

Medium

Hish

Total

4

13

90

107

J. /

12.1

84. I

100.0

Resr-rlts from table 3 show that 90 respondents out of 107 respondents believe that commu*ity
education has contributed to poverty eradication among adult learners in Ilorin rnetropolis at a high
level' They aimed that if comrnunity education is well embraced in the study areas, tl-re level of
poverty will be eradicated. 'l'he community people will see the need to develop themselves and
itrlprove their level of living tlrrough doing what will bring food and sheltherto them.

Research Question Trvo

What inhibiting factors alfbct cor-nn-u-urity education I}om eradicating poverty among adult lcarners
in Ilorin metropolis?
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Thble 4: DishibutionofRespondents Opinion on InhibitingFactorsAffecting Commr-rnityEdLrcation

fiom Eradicating Poverty among adult learners in Ilorin rnetropolis

tr tc l'ns SA
F("lr)

.\ X) S t) ldc rrra rlt
x;(t.It) tr;1t'1,) \: (<,1>)

i,i,,i1".1l.,,,t.' lirrrtling ol'e'tltrerrtiorrrrl -i9(5,5.1) +lt3li..1; 51-1.7t lr l.()) Inlribir
prrriuet in thc eorrrrlrtrlritv

C'orruptir>rr arnong lcacicrs o1'thc ii4(41.1) 54(50.-5) (r(-5.6) l(2.8) [nhi[rrt
cornrtrurrity

Inccssanl communul, cthics. :17(.13.9) 50(4(r.7) 7((r."5) l(2.|i) Inhiltit
lcgiclulrI shc lcligions coul"licts

Tirc non-involvcrncnl o1- -50(46.7) 4li(44.9) 7(6..5) 2(1.9) In]ril;ir
bcrr.'llc irt rit's bv ct,nrrrrr rn it_r'

ticvcloprnc't)t pl'ograllirs in thc
clccision rnal<iug for thc
cllcctir.'cLrcss oI' thc progrant.
Lacl< ol'cffl'ctiVc c0llal;Orarion -52(41i.(>) 42(i9.3) 9(8..+) -+(.1 7) Inlribir
ar)r()lrg thc Non-(iovcntrr.rcntirI-
Orgltnizatiorrs iur.oh,ccl in thc
Pt't-lrrtrrt ir )l) ()l u()ltil.)lultitv
crlucir t iotr.

Results fiom Table 4 shows that 55.1% ofthe respondents strongly agree that ir-radequate lirnclir-rg

ofeducational project in the cornrnurity is one ofthe inhibiting factors that affect commutity eclLrcation

from eradicating poverly amongAdult learners in Ilorin metropolis. Also, from the results in table 6,

52 respondents out of tr 07 respondents strongly agree tliat lack of effective collaboration among

theNon-Govemrnental-Organizations involved in the promotionofcommurity edr-rcation is an inhibiting

factorthat afrects comrnunify education fi'om eradicating poverty alnongAdult learners in Iio^in

metropolis.

fiteseanc&n Questiore T'taree

What are the factors that are significant of community education in poverty alleviation among adult

leamers in {norin metroponis?
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Table 5: Distribution of factors that are sigrrificant of community education to alleviate Poverty

among adultleamers in Ilorin metropolis.

ltcnls SA
F (%,)

A D SD fttcnla n[<
p'1'2,) b'("1,) F(%,)

('onrnrrrrri ty cclr-rcation hclps
to in aclvocatirrg policy that
hcll;s thc ccouornic in thc
coturnr-rrri1v.

[-st rrbI is Ircr-l ri l' I]il nrrL)r"l ir)r.ls

le lnt itrrtsltilr irt tltc st,cictl

C'onrnrunity ccl trcirtion lcacls
to q1'1;1i:1I1 ancj clcr.,cIcil)r)lcnt
ol'tltc sot:ic1v.

(lo nrnr r-rni t), crlucatior-r
iruprovcs thc stutrc.lar<l o 1'

living o l' r.ncrlrbcrs ot' tlrc
contr.t'l-r rt ity.
(.'o rrrlrrlr rri ty ccl Lrcirti ort

1rroviclcs cntp Ioymcnt
()l')ll()t'tlrltitr lirr tltc tce'rltirlg
votrtlt in tlrc sou ie t) .

Cio nrrnrrnit y crl r-rca1 ior-r

clcvclops rcsl-ronsib lc
lcadcrshil'r alrong aclLllt
lc ant c rs.

I r (7s.7 ) 1 8( r 6.8) s(4.1) 3(2.,3 )

44(4r.1) 50(4(>.7)

64(5e.8) 3 1(29.0)

5.+(-50.-5) 43(40.f)

r0(9.3)

I r( 10.3)

8(7..5 )

3(2.8)

r(2().9)

l( r.e)

Signif icant

Significant

Signi f ic;-rnt

Sisnif icant

{r2(-57.9) .r0(28.0) t2(t t.2\ 3(2. E) Sisnillcan1

5.11,s9.5; 35(32.7) l4(13.r) 4(.3.1) S i-enilica nt

Results from Thble 5 shows that community education helping in advocating policy that helps

the economic in the community is a significant factor in alleviating povefty among adult leamers in

Ilorin metropolis.Another significant factor in alleviating povefty among adult trearners in Ilorin

metropolis is that community education leads to growth and development ofthe society, this was

strongly agreed to by 59.8% of the respondents in this study.

Discussions of Findings

The study focused on the impact of a community of education on povefiy eradication among adult

leamersinthellorinmetropolis. ShowninThble 1,77(72.0%)werebetween3Oyearswhile 19(17.8)

wereaged3l-40years 11(10.3%)were41-50above.Thisshowsthatmostoftherespondents

were between the ages of 30 years.The implication is that the youths that suppose to be the backbone

of the economy in the str,rdy areas were lying idle and jobless. Instead of being engaged in reasonable
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and eeonomic activities, they were nowhere to be found ancl this will eventually give room fbr high
level ofpoverly in the study areas.

TIie findings revealed based on Table 3 providecl an answer for the research question one.

It was said that community education has significantly cgntributed to poverty eradication among
adult lezuners in tl-re Ilorin mehopolis.

Findings in research question one showed that the extent to which commtinity educatiop
has contributed to the eradication of poverty among comniunities in Ilorin metropolis of I(wara
State was high. Supporling the findings, respondents indicated that the rate at which of Ilorin
rnetropolis enrolls in community education was very high. There was aclequate publicity of the
community education in the study area. This is not urconnectecl with the fact that enlighte,ed
community members tend to rr"rake positive contributions to developing tl.reir environme6t. This
ftlfiher corroborates withAkande (2003) stipulation that communir-v edr-rcation is capable of ensuring
self--conficlence, self-respect, and personal independence and saf'eguarding human rights for the
attainrnent of social equality. Auyanwu (2004)acldeclthat it introchrces and strenglhens clemocracy

at the grassroots level.

R'esearch question two revealed various factors inhibiting commur-rity education hom
eradicating poverty alnoltg adult learners in the Ilorin metropolis. As inclicatecl br,,respondents,
sotne ofthese factors included conuption among the leader of the commtmity, incessant commnnal,
ethics, and religion conflicts, and the non-involvement of clirect beneficiaries iruclecision-n-raking.

The finclings furlher noted that inadequate fLrnding of projects, non-involvement ofprofbssionals,
and poor maintenance cuiture were also identifiecl as contributing factors. This finding is sr-rpported

byAkande (2003), who identifies Iack of political will as one ofthe challenges facing cornmunity
eclucation' The significant difference fi.uther shows that the respondents have similar views regarding
the extent to which comnlunity edttcation has contributed to eradicating poverf among adult leamers,

Comcnusiou

fhis stLldy investigateci the imPact of community education on povefty eraclication among aclult
leamers in xlorin rretropolis' The finding revealecl that community eclgcation has contributeclto tl-re

pove(y eradication in Ilorin metropolis. This high-level contribution of comrnunity education was
associated with several factors' Ifthese inhibiting factors were taken care of effectively, poverty
wili be eradicated to the minimal level in the study areas. These will lead to tl-re improveme,t of the
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standard ofliving ofmembers ofthe community, provision ofemployment opporhmity forteeming
youth in the community, established hannonious relationship in the society and it will encourage
transparency among some ofthe leaders in the community. The beneficiaries should be involved in
decision-making and professionals in communitv education affairs should be employed with high
educational attainment ofrnost community members and mai,tenance culture ofexisting projects.

Recommendations

Based on the fi,di.gs oftrris study, the following rccommendations were made:
I ' The services ofprofessionals in community education affairs should be more emp{oyed in

orga*ising and coordinating commurity education activities.
2' Sensitisation on the i,rportance ofcommunity education should be macle thrc,uigli awareness

cantpaigns.

3 ' More adult education programs should be established to accommodate the varying,eeds of
the communities.

4' Beneficiaries of projects should be encouraged to participate in decision-making affecting
their weli-being in the conmrurity.

5' Synergy between the goverrunent and community leadels shoulcl be intensified for better
imple,rentation of poricies affectilg the comrnunities.

6. Adeqr"rate fi-urdi,g srrould be ailocated to cornmurity edr-rcatio,.
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