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CHAPTER 63 ICS
'ACHING AND TESTING ECONOMIC:
AR Surajudeen O. ADEGBOYE
INTRODUCTION _ _ o
The pedagogy often employed to transact Economics 15 archalcr as }:i 15 based on
axioms of the traditional school setting where teachers go Into c'“fsr:;'m‘c' Iw 4 a":]w?';i only
on “what am I going to teach today?” and not “What will my stu cnttj C:IZF wd The
focus of the classroom must be changed from the teacher to the ]c::’ntcz'hc f:an be«CUU‘I’J_Tmu a
more interesting subject where concepts are understood deeply so that they apphed.

OBJECTIVES

At the end of this chapter, you should be gble to:

L. explain the concept of “Method™ in teaching; 3

2. list five factors influencing selection of methods in Economics,

- ¥ outline any five methods of teaching Fconomicsand also state any two advantages
and defects of each method, ' _ '

4. discuss six strategies for effective teaching and learning of Economics

- define the term “Instructional Resources”; - : .

6. name five categories of teaching resources In Economics and also give two
examples for each; and ) ) )

T mention two general strengths and weaknesses of Economics candidates in the
WASSCExaminations.

METHODS FOR TEACHING ECONOMICS

Teaching methodology occupies a paramount position in the teaching/leaming
situation. It serves as a communication link between the teacher, students and subject matter
(Yusuf, 2016). Clearly set objectives and a carefully arranged content are not likely to
produce satisfactory result on the part of the students without adequate method. Methods are
the means by which the leamners are kept inspired in the teaching/ leamning activities.
Excellent academic performance by students is not only attainable but could also be sustained
through teacher’s methods of teaching.

Methods used by teachers are an integral part of the school curriculum; the teacher
needs to know the effective methods to use to communicate with the students in order to
achieve the set objectives. Hence, a method is a way of doing things or a position adopted to
explain a subject-matter to a group of learners.

SELECTION OF APPROPRIATE TEACHING METHODS IN ECONOMICS
For successful and effective teaching of Economics at the Secondary School level, the
age, experience and ability of the leamers; and the resources at the disposal of a teacher, all
influence the choice of methods. The effective use of time at the teacher’s disposal and
learners’ needs are the crucial criteria the teacher should consider.

.Metho'ds are of diﬁerent types depending on the topic the teacher wants to teach.
There is a variety of teaching methods but below are some of the popular methods often used
in teaching Economics at the secondary school level.

S/N | Method & Description | Strengths

Weaknesses
1. | Lecture Mcthod- Oral * Cheaptooperate o Not suitable for
presentation of factual  |e Appropriate for children
informa_tion by the adult group #- One-way
instruction ¢ Suitable for a large communication
class @ Students’
* Wide coverage passiveness
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skills acquisition

WMethod- .Emfoflrages Evaluation problem
Gtudents assigned to read mdw@ualised likely
certain texts and answer learr_ung Requires careful
questions 0N them. It orients students planning
toa tgp:c Produces non-
Identify individual standard
differences :
Increased coverage
and saves time
Role Play _ Teaches It requires careful
Method/Demonstration manipulative rehearsal
Method- This involves procedures & It requires special
playing the roles of - trouble shooting classroom
characters or people in It minimises arrangements
real life. damages and
waste
It saves time
Suitable for a large
group
Tutorial Method- The Individual Requires competent
teacher works directly difference easily mstructors
with the students. established Demands time and
Stimulates actives money
participation
Permits adaptive
instruction
Field Trip/Excursion First-hand It is ime-consuming
Method- Provides knowledge is It could be
outdoor experiences and acquired expensive and
observation from which Students’ interest disruptive
the students learn is generated and
= sustained
Discussion Method- An Increase students’ Requires highly
Interactive process interest and experienced
mvolving the teacher and commitment teachers
the students. It involve Develops Intensive
multiple flow of imaginative preparation is
COmmunication from the solution to required.
Members of the class problems It consumes more
Utilises students’ time and covers
knowledge and less content.
L experience
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It requires network
services

o Not convenient for
a large group

7. | Video- - e Less experience

Conferencing/Teleconfer
ence/Visual
collaboration- Allows
people at two or more
locations to
communicate by
simultaneous, two-way
video and audio

transmission

In planning for an effective lesson with the aim of using alr:1 effecht:./c method or
technique, the teacher should understand the basic fact that most suitable techa 1que§ must be
adopted with the method. The teacher should acknowledge the dimensions that t":’in q 1o make
a particular method effective. However, the eclectic approach is often recommended because
it blends a number of methods together for effective teaching and learning.

STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE TEACHING AND LEARNIN G ECOI\.IOMICS
The challenge of every teacher is to stimulate and nurture positive emotions throu-gh
interesting and engaging teaching-learning activities. Learners exposed to mterestmg
activities tend to stay focused on their learning. Leamers exposeq to multlple/eglectlc
teaching strategies are more likely to be interested in learning and participate actively in the

learning process. Below are some of the ways of ensuring effective teaching and learning of
Economics:

A Set Learning Outcomes- Let your students have clear understanding of what they are
expected to learn. This encourages them.

2. Set Ground Rules- Teachers of Economics must give clear instructions to their
students as to what they are expected to do and how to go about it at specific times.

3. Ensuring Adequate Preparation-

Teachers are to invest quality time in preparing

and planning what to do, what to use, when to use it and how to use it. This stimulates

students to learn effectively.

4. Use Integrated Teaching Strategies- To make students interested and active in their

learning, there is need to incorporate different activities in your teaching, such as
group work, exercises, debates and role playing.

> Set the Right Learning Tone-

the _ Kick-start each lesson with an appropriate and
exciting introduction.

munication of ideas is grossly
utcomes. Many factors have been

School. These include non-use of appropiate Instructional materials, poor methodology of

ttitudes of teachers and students to the teaching and learning of
Tesources are human and non-humap resources that a resourceful

aching process to enhance learnin it i i
) _ bew ! g and make it more interesting,
Interactive and exciting to all categories of learners (Obielodan 2014) :

There are various types of instructional reso i '
! urces available to be m and
used to enhance the teaching of Economics. Figure | j S

s 4 s a classification ilable
for teaching the subject. of resources avai



[N/ Categorits auatucuonal Remura;‘m“ ———
. -—-_-_._____‘_

W Radio, Tape Recorder, Cassette Ear

o™ |
1. Gramophone, Microphone o,
_—Audio- Visual Films, Television, Video syst
2' Matcﬂals -
T Projected Slides, Videos, Computers Topmr—-- |
3 D i Electraiti mputers, Television
T/mwjecmd Chalkboards, Bulletin boards
Visuals , Graph, White boards, F lip charts Posters, Stil]
3) Board_s Wall charts, Globes, Simulations angd G e
b) Pictorials Books, Brochures, Charts Hand -y
ikt > outs, Leaflets
,i—-~ Realia Animals, Artifacts, Rea] objects and tools
5. | Resource Persons
a) Professionals | Teachers, Accountants Drivers
b) Para- Medical Assistants Lai)or
_ , atory Attendants, (]
Professionals | Cleaners, Ph i b el
e otographers, Printers, Plumbers
Professionals
(7. | Community

Resources
8. ResourceCentres

Airports, Banks, Industries, Markets, Post offices, Parks

Conferences, Seminars, Workshops, Librarjes

EVALUATION oF ECONOMICS AT THE SENIOR SECOND

Soin _ LEVEL
Wes Aﬁ:f:zidéxrya Sehool Certlﬁcete Examination (SSSCE) on Economics as conduct
Which wi] e mmatloo Council (WAEC) has two papers - Paper 1 and Paper 2; b

' a composite paper to be taken at one sitting. !

aper 1: cong; ‘ -
aper 2- conS;iSSthOffﬁfty multiple choice questions to be taken in 1 hour for 50 marks.
?ection A consist: e;gt}‘: ezsay_ type questions in two sections: Sections A and B.

0 . . . .
OUr questions in all, chooo Si:tga Tesponse questions. Candidates will be required to ai

Sectiop B. The one question from Section A and any three questions
Paper shall last 2 hours for 80 marks.

ARY SCHOOL,



dents are equipped for better performance

|4 examinations are analysed with
(fer solutions for all concerned
(by WAEC) n the 2018/2019

, Btu
4 on prcvml

g and pro
pe it

Leaming initiative
rformance
wenknesse
cxnmincm’ re

With the WAEC's ¢ ;
in future examinations. Sludm‘ﬂn pe
the secondary aim of detecting the W
stakeholders. Below is the summary of the
dict:

Candidates'Weaknesses:
| Poor graphical analysis: A good nu

application of graphical represen

‘ e | - sstions,
poor performance 1n such que : it o s bl
The use of wrong terminologies: Some of the candidates iz.nlc('l t:: l:n O i
economic terminologies in pro nswers 10 the qlwfitl(mh a .L ‘t[;d d. = ,.
difficult for them to put forwar h obviously resu in poor scores;

and
Failure to expatiate o
points but did not go further to exp
Suggested Remedies to Weaknesses: :
i Candidates need to pay more attention to graphic analysis 1n
should emphasise this aspect in their teaching;

the basic economic terms. These terms

Candidates should acquaint themselves with
are necessary in their expressions when answering questions in Economics; and

Candidates should be encouraged by their teachers to always expatiate on their points
as this is the only way they can earn good scores.

Candidates’ Strengths:
Candidates showed great

wed great deficiency in the

ber of candidates sho de
p I'his resulted in

ynomic analysis.

l‘ . . Y "
tation of Fiee

ii.
viding a .
d their points whic

n points: A reasonable number of candidates only identified

1.
lain their points.

Fconomics. Teachers

1.
il
1l

improvement in the definition and explanation of concepts.

_ CONCLUDING REMARKS
Teachers of Economics should be exposed to periodic in-service training so that they

Ic\a]n be kept abreast of some of the changes and developments that take place in their field
so, emphasis should be placed on the use of pictures, charts, diagrams, sketches ami

captions to enhance learning.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
B Outline the factors influencin i .
level. g selection of methods in teaching Economics at the SSS
2. Describe the merits and demeri .
e erits of lecture, discussion and assignment

Discuss five ‘ :
Govenit ﬁv:';fnatffg!es for qffectwe teaching and learning of E :
ain categories of teaching resources in Eco conomics.
nomics.

5. What are the f:
actors affecti .
Blisdac e ecting the choice of instructional reso i
urces 1In

-
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