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In Search of Protection for Child’s Right:'A Diagnostic
Appraisal of Child Brides in Africa

ADIMULA, B. (vrs) And AKINTOYE, D.O. (Mrs)

LLB. LLM, BL, Lecrurer., LL.B. LL.M, BL, a Ph.D. Candidate In Law of
Derartment of Business Law, Facuity of Law, Taxation in the Department of Business Law,

Jniversity of fiorin, Faculty of Law, University of florin.
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INTRODUCTION

S @ universal phenomenon, and the eémergence of human rights law in
sphere is onc of the most significant developments that have taken
Place since the end of the Second World War. Amongst the world recognized rights
are right to self determination, Peace, general satisfactory of environment
avourable to peoples development, and people’s right to full sovereign over their
natural resources; €conomic, social association. Others are minority rights and
Child’s rights. In Africa, it is common to Sée many communities engaged in giving
out their female children out in marriage without the brides consent. This practice is
rife and forceful in nature. In this case, it is the parents that give consent and
arrange the marriage rites and ceremonies. One important element in marriage,
that is, “consent of the parties” is absent; this makes the marriage a “forceq
marriage”. The parents or third parties give consent on behalf of, especially the
child bride, Indeed, child bride is a form of forced marriage without respecting the
right and dignity of the child.
This paper therefore aims at analyzing the reasons for the child’s brutality via
undignified marriage, the paper further examines the consequence of a chilg
marriage and child’s right to either agree or disagree to marriage. Conclusion is

drawn on the legal effect of child marriage and solution proffer to the menace of
child marriage.

Right i
international

DEFINITION OF TERMS
a. A child_is any human being below the age of eighteen_ (18) years?. A child

"Torced marriage in the sense that it has no mlormed consent or free wijl
*as defined by the Convention on (he Rights of the Chilg:
Nigerian Child Righis Act).

"Black™s [ aw Dictionary. third Pocket I- ditjon

ol the partics
Alrican Charter on (e Rights and Welfare of the Child and the
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ried.

A pride denotes @ woman who has just been married or is about to be _ﬂ.m.qaa_n

b A Woman means an aduit female person. A “Bride” therefore, Is an adu :‘uine

person, Who upon maturity both legally and physically and m:,sa to and
munqmn_mnma the ..:mmuo:m.c_ ities associated with marriage has consente

contracted same-. <l

o I : It mea

wChild Bride” is a marriage of a female - child who is under aged. icalfy

¢ harrying out a girl-minor, at underage when she is not matured n:,\m.mou.‘

intellectually and legally to know and appreciate the responsibilities of marriags

(HILD MARRIAGE PHENOMENA

child marriage usually refers to two separate social phenomena which 2re
ced in some societies: id
The first and more widespread practice is that of marrying a yound nu_.
(generally defined as below the age of eighteen) to an adult. In practice, It 15
usually a young girl married to a man sometimes old enough to be her
grandfather. ¢
The second practice is a form of arranged marriage in which the parents O
the two children from different families arrange a future marriage. In this
practice, the individuals who become betrothed often do not meet one
another until the wedding ceremony, which occurs when they are both
considered to be of a marriageable age. In child betrothals, a child's um_‘m—._nm
arrange a match with the parents of a child frorn another famiiy (social
standing, wealth and expected education all play a part), thus unilateralty
determining the child's future at a young age.

In many tribal systems®, a man pays a bride price to the girl's family in order
to marry her. In many parts of Africa, this payment, in cash, cattle, or other
valuables, decreases as a girl gets older. Even before puberty, it is common for a
married girl to leave her parents to be with her husband. Many marriages are
poverty related, with parents needing the bride price tc fead, clothe, educate, and
house the rest of the family®.

It is important to note that, families are able to solidify politica! and/or
financial ties by having their children inter-marry. The betrothal is considered a
binding contract upon the families and the children. The breaking of a betrothal can
have serious consequences both for the families and for the betrothed individuals
themselves.

In Africa, it is common to see many communities engaged in giving out their
female children out in marriage without the brides consent. In this case, it is the
parents that give consent and arrange the marriage rites and ceremonies. One
important element in marriage, that is, “consent of the parties”” is absent; this
makes the marriage a “forced marriage”®. The parents or third parties give consent

U_‘m GH_

important is

ajority is not a perquisite for marriage. What

th Conscquences of Child Marriage in Afiica”, Emerging Infectious Diseases 12 (11): 1644
-3510.htm, accessed 2/3/201 |

wal M. (2000)
1649, ISSN 1080-6059, PMID 17283612, http://wwiw.cde.gov/ncidod/EID/vol 12nol I/

R,
; That is parties agreement
Forced marriage in the sense that it has no informed consent or free will of the parties
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srson, Who upon maturit Person. A “Bride” therefore, 15 ar after having

! both Jeqall ically and
reciated the responsibi|; egally and physically to and
ontracted same?, lities associated with marriage has consented 10 °

¢ ¢ rrying OUt a girl-mj g€ of a female - child who is under aged- It 7 ally
e llectually and | 1'oT at underage when she is not matured phYSIcE T ’
S c9ally to know ang appreciate the responsibilities of marriag®: /

1LD MARRIAGE PHENOMENA

child marriage usually ref
ract;ced in some Societies:
The first and more w;j
(generally defined as p
usually @ young gir|
grandfather,

o]
u
=
=
(4}
Q.
L3 - ¢ e 4 L ]

cH
; e
ers to two separate social phenomena which af ]

i |
dIespread practice is that of marrying 2 yourjg Cif?'ig ]
€low the age of eighteen) to an adult. In practice,

Married to a man sometimes old enough to be

he parents of
i2qe. In this

practice, the individuals whg become betrothed often do not meet One

another until the wedding ceremony, which occurs when they are both

considered to be of a marriageable age, In child betrothals, a child’s parerits

arrange a match with the parents of a child from another family (social

standln_g,. wealth and expected education all play a part), thus unilaterally
determining the child's future at 3 young age ’

In many tribal systems®, a man pays a bride 'price to the girl's family in order
to marry her. In many parts of Africa, this payment, in cash, cattle, or other
valuables, decreases as a girl gets older. Even before p'uberty, it is common for a
married girl to Fe§ve her parents to pe with her husband. Many marriages are
overty related, with parents needing the bride price te fead, clothe, educate, and
house the rest of the family®, '

It is |mportan_t to note that, families are able to solidify political and/cr
financial ties by having their children inter-marry. The betrothal is considered &
pinding c'ontract upon the families and the children. The breaking of a betrothal can
have Serious consequences both for the families and for the betrothed individuals
themselves.

In Africa, it is common to see many communities engaged in giving out their
female children out in marriage without the brides consent. In this case, it is the
parents that give c_onsent and arrange the marriage rites and ceremonies. One
important elemgnt IN marriage, that is, “consent of the parties”” is absent; this
makes the marriage a “forced marriage”®. The parents or third parties give consent

arranged marriage in which t

KD pcrlin.unl (o nulc_lm\\'cvcr. that under the Islamic Family Law. majority is not a perquisite for marriage. What is important is
the witnessing of her first menstrual period ’
“Tor xample.in Yoruba land (Nigeria).
i Nour_qs;\]i‘.\'il]sM.((i()OO). “Health Consequences of Child Marriage in Aftica", Emeiging Infectious Diseases 12 (11} 1644-
116_4_9‘““ IQ 0-6059, PMID 17283612, http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/vol 1 2nol 1706-U510.htm, accessed 2/3/2011

That1s parties agreement
*Forced marriage in the sense that it has no informed consent or free will of the parties
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ON behalf of, espedially the chitd bride. Indeed, child bride is o form of forcag
Marriage,

Forced Mmarriage is g Marriage that is performed under duress and Withoyy

Fhe full ang informed consent or free will of both parties, Being under duresg
INcludes feeling both Physical and emotional pressure,

MOTIVES FOR CHILD MARRIAGE

There are various motives for child marriage. These include:
Poverty: Some POor families use child marriage as a means to gain financial
ties with Wwealthier people i
Political. The aristocracy of Some cultures tends to use child rmarrage
among different factions or states as a method to secure political ties
between them. For tXample, the son or daughter of the royal family of a
weaker power ould sometimes be arranged to marry into the royal family of
a st_ro_nger neighboring Power, thus Preventing itself from being assimilated.
R'EIIQIOH: Some religion do not specify marriageahle age, thus many people
ide under this guise to marry children. For Example a legislator of an African
Couptry recently married a 13 year old gifl from another African country.
uring a medis interview condemning the act, he Claimed he had not
offended any religious |aw,
Tr_adition: It is cultural in many African settings to arrange marriage for
children, For eXample in Nupe speaking community of Kwara state Nigeria,
as soon as 3 girl child js born, parents of a young boy immediately seek the
gfri's hand in Marriage and both families will monitor the NUrturing of that
girl unti Puberty (11-15 Years) and marry her off to the young man. In some
other Communities, a girl child is married off to an old man who is old enough
to be her grandfather,

WAYS oF CONDUCTING FORCED MARRIAGE

Report across Africa on Child Brides
Victims fay) Prey to forced marriage through deception, abduction, coercion,

Ukuthwalwa s 3 cultural practice among people from the Xhosa ethnic group

In South Africa's Eastern Cape Province, whereby girls are abducted for

to a 42-year-oid man. She had this tg Say: "They stole my innocence ang
my childhood: I begged them not to take me. 1 told them I wanted to
continue with My studies that I wasn't ready to be a wife but they wouldn't

56
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0or

l)'.“'u I”.Ir
+ prothet had arranged the marrlage, taking three cowe s 0 y 18
\ .\\‘fwla.n)l\‘ as ILis known In South Afrlca”. Ll shder
9\*}'-\'{_' olf va latet, Ms Sinama says the experlence left her feeling W(.n L onth it
5:;:“‘:\ ;"‘:‘:md forced her to sleep with him, and she became pregnant ;,l;-;br‘""d P
e ul.-m was aal)dxlnctc§1. Sinama says she told her aunt that h.(,". woule
f:ﬂ(\r :I\Cr into h;;wmg Int(‘?l‘(‘.oume' but was told that a falled mafrt 4.!(:1;";”;"1(’
e the family. She finally flled a divorce after discovering her T
izr‘s"";\; sositive aa ”»
:\yﬁ . \'nanli sigcawy, a member of the Xhosa roynl famlly, In (lrgf(',l";‘.- §n xs
g.;mg.: q' om ::hid:f "U'kuth\\'alwa like all our other customs was and remains
Me yart of who we are as a peop S
:“‘“w["‘:'et‘s throughout northern l\'1§1|av$l|L(Eaiqt Africa), qlrls are often mn",r'ctg a?:l‘
n "‘”d',cfore puberty to whomever their fatiwer'slélwoosc, 50 etmmfl' ng Qnd
oAt O;mds as much as 50 years older. Many of those g“.s choose l!fc Oh-]! e rid
sl Tover divorce because custom decrees that children 1N patriarcs the
;11‘35“?be|ong to the father'?. b 1,'7;!
10" \japendo Simbeye sent his 11-year-old daughter, Mwaka, a shy firs s L de
(M“der- to Kalabo's hut, to serve as a servant to his first wife and to becortr:e 'tlcﬁ
g labo's nev bed partner in order to pay back 2,000 kwacha ($16) lice
Raléo\\'ed to feed his wife and five children"’? ' . me
bor™ 5 says her parents never told her she was meant to be the second wife for
hase birds from the :;r;

ak
Mf“a m about-thr'ee decades older. "They said I had to €
of @ " den. T didn't know anything about marriage." ; _
n away, and her parents took her back after siX months. But hé en.
alued far “ing

f
M\\'aka .ra ti .
oscape is the_ exception. In remote lands like this, where boys are vV Let e
more than girls, where older men prize young Wives, where fathers c s e
QwWries and where mothers are powerless to intervens, many African fg o uld
like Mwaka must legp straight from childhood to marriage at a word fro )ent
their fathers. Sometimes that word comes years before they reaCh pUb‘?rty' L il
Hadiza is from Northern part of Nigeria (West Africa), she said: I was o
. =
married when I was 15 years old. I was forced intc it ) arey
henever her husband attempted to consummate the marriade Hadiza nce
would flee tO her parents’ home, but they kept returning her to the man to heg
whom she had been married off. Finally her husband raped her; the attack no
was SO violent that Hadiza was sent to hospital®®. - Ore
2rs.
ria.
cio-
try,
. ral
QC news: Stolen vouth of South Africa's child brides: Page last updated at 01:31 GMT. Wednesday. 14 October 2009 02:31 ssts
Pl nc\\\.blw.uz.,ul};l.'bi:‘;l,!'.l.;iu:as'.?i_?:!l.‘_-l_l,,l::\..1111. accessed 2/3/2011 B
" hups nc\\s.hhc.co.uk/Z/h'-‘ frica/8303212.stm accessed 2/312011 4
“hp. Jews.bbe.co.uk 2/hidafrica/83032 1 2.stm accessed 2/3/2011 ior
“Gen York imes. November 27. 2005: Imp:z!\v\\'\\'-n.\limcs.com.-"2005/‘l.l/27/ims.:_rﬂaz..iqnalf‘zstfr.'in.:qlz,l malawi.html? pagewant and
o all nccessed 2372006 and
g wny times.com: 20057 1_]_.'_21/_imcr_ng1innul/ﬂi_cz_l[;ll_nalu\\-'i.hlmI‘.’pugmvunlcd=ull accessed 2/3/2006
Ui W \\_\'\_:_u)_l_ip_l_cs.cunL’Z(lOS/I__I_."Z7/intcrnu(ionaliaﬁ'icu/27mulawi.hlml’.’pagcwanlcdf_aﬂ accessed 2/3/2006 the
* rareword Media; BROKEN LIVES: NIGERIA'S CHILD BRIDES WHO END UP OM THE STREETS,
surce: The Times 28 November 2008: http://www.fnr\\'nrduk.nrg.uk/ncws/ncwsM26 accsssed 2/4/2009
" Cultre Wanes: Nigeria's Child Brides. 2008-2010: hllp:l/cull\u‘cwav.cslpuh\ic__lhmlghlllfl25l
57
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PROBLEMg OF CHILD MARRIAGE 1N AFRICA

The Various yp commissioned reports'” indicate that in many Sub-g3 an
Count”eS, there is 5 high incidence of marriage among girls younger th?n 15, Many
'govemments have tende to overlook the particular problems tha_t child ma"lage
nas Fesulteq into, including obstetric fistulae, prematurity, - stillbirth, Sexually
transmutted diseases (including cervical cancer), and malaria.

" In partg i :

'°Pia and Nigeria, quite 4 number of girls are married p
the age of 15 and ¢ :

re married before the age of 18, ‘
+ there are Jegy| Provisions made for respecting the Mmarriage
laws of traditiona)

as ’12 for females and 14 for males!?,
arly Marriage jc -
boys)” ? ge is cited

VI as "a barrier tg continuing education for girls (and
bride 1 dnh;S 'Ncludes absuma (arrangeq marriages set up between cousins at birth),
e PPing, ang elopement decigeg On by the children?. ,
btain =) ,, a male. child in these countries jg more likely to have a full education,
e fema, p ent and pursup a working life, thus tending to marry later. In Mali
ale ratip of Marriage before age 18is 72:1; in Kenya, 21:12
Going py Statistics, (h

marrying before the age of 18 in

N Countries are as follows: Niger 76.6; Chad 71.5; Mali 65.4; Guinea
= Centra) African Republic 57.0; Mozambique 5.9; Uganda 54.1;  Burkina
950 51,9, thiopia 49.1; Liberia 48.4; Cameroon 47.2;  Eritrea 47.0; Malawi-
46.9; Nigeris 43.3; Zambia 42,122 ’ ;

CONSEQUENCES OF v

CHILD BRIDES"

Premature Pregnancy: Child brides almost always bear children before
they are Physically - or emotionally - ready,

I Mortality: Girls younger than 15 are riy

. The children
2ly to be Premature, have g low birth weight, ang

—

. Nour, Nawal M, (2006), " lealth Conseqiences ol Child Marriage in Alriea”, Iimcruing Infections Diseases 12 (11): 1644~
1649, ISSN 1080-6059, ppmin) 1728361, lllI;»://\\'\v\v.cdc.;mv/ncidmI/l-'.ll)/vul 120011/06-05 10.htm accessed 21312008
" Child Marriage Facishees: State of Wy Population 2005 . UNFpA

10 Nour, Nawal M. (2006). "lealth Consequences of Child Marriape in Alvica", Emerning Infections Discases 12 (L) 1644
1649, ISSN L080-6059, Py 1728301, lllip:z‘/\\'\\'\\'.c(lc.w)\'/lu'itlml/l'Ill)/\‘ol 2001170603 100t aceessed 2312008
oA H‘.'/\RNIN(I I'ROM ('HH,I)RI'IN. FAMILALS, AND COMMUNITIS 10 INCREAST GIRLS® P/\R'I‘IC[PI\TION IN
PRIMARY SCHOOL, Save (he Children UsA report?

al Nour, Nawal M. (2006), "Heann Consequences ol Child Murriage iy Aricy"
1649, 1SSN 1080-6059, PM1) 17283012, hip:wy

s Limerging Infectious Discases 12 (11): 1644
Child Bricey: NOw

\\'.C(lc.;;uv/llcidml/lill)/\.'ul 12001 1/06-05 H0.htm aceessed 21372008
on line, 201 hllp://\\'\\\\:|xl)s.m'p/|m\\-/x|luw.w/.lnl Taets.him| accessed 2732010
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not
problems: v ‘ﬂ
167" esico Vaginal Fistul . ; et
! ! e Velety of health Drobloa MV, Premature childbirth can result i@ Jires
Vardition that caus 'MS for mothers, Including VVF, a debilitating hese
Conndoned by ti‘1efrels chronic incontinence, Girls with fistula are often
:ggroximately 2 lnillll)unszéi]rr; dT| and ostracized by the society. There are
< S v Cases
“re reported every year, ving with fistula, and 100,000 new Cases
nfjt'l
. rmal icati 7 the
wF 2 a? alr)glgng:d Cg?sTunlcat'OH between the bladder and the vagina as 3 i
esult 2 tr?e rectum and tLUeCtEd \2bor. While RVF is an abnormal opening and
petwee’ can have both Vv\éaglna as a result of prolonged obstructed 1abor- lined
petrzgn and RVF when both bladder and rectum are Fand
offected- . _ d
e 961123 21 o e Nt e o g g i the word: e
neary arried by the age of 15. ize
e CO'nSegautzn(iI:SArf\SZe been devastating, Nigeria has the highest maternal :T;tde
nortality that can occua a':d one of the world's highest rates of fistula, @ itical
condition and the bl r('j(‘jN €n the pressure of childbirth tears a hole between e
the vagma800 000 adder or rectum, Many women are left incontinent for L for
jife. Up to ’ Wc;;nen suffer from fistula in Nigeria. such
"They m:;rl’)’f ';/gﬁgq" 'Sy get pregnant young, they deliver young and they tsh elr
jck up the lh i slax Kees Waaldijk, the Chief Consultant Surgeon at the bor
pabbar Ru%a ospital, the world's largest fistula clinic, in the Northern State e
of Katsina®™. ! oring
Most cases happen to young girls durin their fi ly half ency
e patients at Babbar Ruga are under ?6. irst pregnancy, and nearly | the
pr Waaldijk operates on approximately 600 women a year, with no electricity 'OUkz
or running water. He sterilizes his equipment in a steel casserole pot that sits 'nerl\“
on @ gas camping stove. Rows of girls and women - some as young as 13 - =
lie |istlesdsly on rusty hospital beds or on the floor, each connected to a yerty
catheter’, Ece
b. HIV/AIDS: Married girls are more likely to contract sexuall ) -her
) : : Y y | not
transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, than unmarried girls. Young o
girls are more phy_s:cally susceptible to STD's, have less access to e
reproductive education and health services and are often powerless to 3 kel-'s.
demand the use of contraception. o
ocio-
» Illiteracy: Child brides are often taken out of school and denied further ik
education. Their children are also more likely to be illiterate. ler?l
rests
+ Poverty: Child brides, already poor - are isolated and denied education and iflesg
employment opportunities, making it difficult for them to break out of the pd or
cycle of poverty. and
+ and
i the
mlt»u:\mnl _Mvdin; Broken Lives: Nigeria's Chilid Brides Who Und Up On The Streets, Scurce: The Times 28 November 2008-
;} ;‘ M forwandub org ke new s news/426
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. Xperience dq
Abuse ang Violence: Child brides are ETE “],jfg to exp Mestie
abuse, and violen¢ e than thejr peers who marry e '

* Menty Health: Violence and abuse can lead (o post-traumatic stregg ang
€Pression,

Isolation and Abandonment: chig brides are often i'SO,aft'e‘tj 'from thejr
Peers ang abandoned when they develop health problems like fisty a.

SOLUTIONS'TO THE MENACE of CHILD MARRIAGE
9 Educatiop

Girls with 4 S€condary eduycation are about six times less likely to mar
Young COmpared (4 girls with little or no education. Vocational training for
t

0se who 0 not have the Opportunity or cannot cope with forma
education Serves the Same purpose,
Education delays the

3. Increase advocacy
* Increase in advocacy against early marria

com
* Public enlightenment Seminars/talk wil| broaden the kno

withdrawing from Primary schopls (common in Plate
Some other parts of Northern Nigeria)

4. Political will
* Political wijl of government to imp!ement/enforce exi
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nild ma;d( the Welfare r;r example Article 21(2) of the African Charte :hil
a of the Child in protecting African children from ch

G sh(')”

]

g and bo
ling [Ug’.'i,('l'
rmnarriad
ages In

ion,
n LO
an

Rig:}iage provides that:
a ’ )
bgh”‘_’ marriage and the betrothal of glrl
9?1'1IT,[j)"il)ltC(J and effective actlon, Incluc
E)et e Q lallwn to specify the minimum age of
offict years and make registration of all marr
cial registry compulsory”
arla, Seclions .
i T,ﬁfr:'o peccrlgl(c;: '31 and 32 of the Child Rights Act (CRA), 2003 stats
f0"cpwl)|cs this provi;ion shall have sexual intercourse with a child." Anyone Wwhno
(U”Uﬂ“f[must be noted thal'rs liable on conviction to imprisonment for lif€'i =
le the person to bhe c’)f“ﬂz)e 'a|w provides that it is immaterial if 'th¢ offor'dc';
Jieve . r above the . ot op that ‘the sexud
.':1L[¢rcoursc wa::: ;vtltrg the consent of the child age of eighteen' or th 5
| 3 a iaocri 1 *

Ing\\j;tr‘-ious sgl<§;?o\-fzjlaf,tlje CRA has been domesticated (through concerted
offorts gqulates the rights fe{J’ 'nc_ludmg this writer). Now, the Child Rights Lawe
2006 " Chiid s reduced to the child in the State. In Kwara Stale, the prescribed
a9¢ 'f ?: and nrcscrihes‘ stc') 16 vears. Sections 21 to 23 discourages chitd/forced
marriéd : Fingent penalty on the violators of the Law. It provides

of contracting a

55 folloWs
d of no

21. No person ar
- marriage aico?rli;»ﬂnder the age of sixteen (16) is capable
jid 0 ' Aitgly, @ marriage so contracted is null and void an

v Syere
e.’fC‘Ct whatSOLVG;\;

g -

5. 22. (1) No parent, guardtan or any other person shall petroth 2 chlid to

any persen
1 - [ R .

(2) | A betrothal in contravention of sub saction (1) of this scction s nu!l and

void. '

N
23.

A person-
(a) who mairies a child; or
(b) to whom a child is betrothed or married; or
(c) who promotes the betrothal or marriage of a chiid; or
(d) who betroths a chiid ,

Com(rjmts aTrlm offence and shall_be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
Three Hundre wousand Naira or imprisonment for a term not exceeding three

years. o _ _

| Desplt.e these bea.utlfull provisions in protecting the rights of the chiid, child
prides are still commorﬁx in Africa. Except the government take the bull by the horn,
to ensure such laws are enforced and violators penalized/punished, child brides

discussions may not exceed rhetoric.

THE ROLE OF THE BAR

The.to.pic as con;emp!_atgd by the Family Law Committee of the International
Bar As;ooatron, I believe it is to improve the lots of many African children
susceptible to under age marriage. To this end, the Bar has key roles to play in

addressing this embarrassing menace, Viz:
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aged to take fa
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2, Inlern
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5 should ¢q
Aional and National Bar Agiaf;ilt‘l?):s working :bo'”ate
[S onal ¢ = ) . 2 ¢ .
SUppory Non Govcrnmcntd'f (rjcr(?d marrlage ISSues IR
Childrey, and particularly 0”' %ar Associations can help . g \
3. International and Nationa ases In Africa, to dCCagg fUncj Iy i
Workinq on forced marriage ¢ t victims and organiZe s 'ng f%
”ternétional Agencies, to suppor Sngd h
e
Srammes to curb the practic

. = the cvils of the Chilg by
ng, it is certain that 2ir full potent; i
efgt':fegczmﬂg’cl1litld:2ncf(re'om attaining their full p tials
Tectec
. HOWQV R
Mightg ’

; Q/Qﬁri
cy of human rights, whether 7 y
3N increase in the advc-)ca-f?/cantly reduced the tragj ion OOan,
r as h'ld ‘ “ight has signi for the chlldren f Chyd
e . Childrens rights, ha dangerous fo -N. huq
"lage g 't Was considered unfair and dar lly was to use chjq Fide
WJal, Ough the frican perspective tradltlonad;z’ion"f 't shouid 0
G calthe Ower~ “Maintain culture and tra
ducatlon and Varioyg leg
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nOth 9
I 'and health enlighte”men,g prnogartanr:wr:tisri?
a . ildre

Micans tq the advantages of marrtaget f(J)ff ,(a:\?rl'ica- It je expect
9raduay,, Phasing ot child brides in some par Ing changing attityq. i N
er?-[;ightenment Programmes continues, itf maa‘(/vr?gregthe bractice is gt dee ) ey
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