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; otyping” and “Xeroxing” of what ought to be a serious acade
W students are regarded as ardent users of libraries. The population of the study
ernment-owned universities and two privately owned universities in the North Central
- Random sampling technique was employed to select 25 male and 25 female students from
e four universities, but only 196 students out of 200 made available their questionnaire
in computing the result, Two library experts and two English experts’ advice were sought
nnaire for content validity. The instrument was subjected to test re-test technique producing
alpha level of significant. The finding of the result showed that very high percentage of
ndents favoured the use of ICT related gadgets for their academic pursuit. Based on this, it
ncluded that the use of ICT related gadgets now affects students’ serious academic work since
\ mostly on stereotype and Xerox kinds of studying. To this end, it was recommended among
Ings that teachers should, as a matter of seriousness, cross check all submitted assignments by
s to make sure that they are devoid of stereotype or Xerox.

£ - is further viewed as a stimulus-response
NTRODUCTION (SO-R) situation that makes reading
: ] - material as a stimulus that could spark off
; ::?::1 l;:p ;}r;ax:biflai:;ortso n:etalzle reactions (response) that are determined by
nd critically comprehend the g’e“ ¢ dfalcjtor Isz(t)};ez readgtr.thl-‘lto. ped
ting and Knapp, 2001). For this to >¢0 and Lawal (2012) posit that peagls
_ PP; Ton e read at different levels of compre
e st dev? O% L el; and the higher the level of com
st ”,‘(Abg, 19931).’ . 4 aﬁ required of the reader, the mor
L that rza lnlg s e of other taxes and chall
e pEen encounter. Such ct :
reader’s r
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eay
e matenals such as textboo s, sto
ad text follow the basic journals, newspapers, etc., for |
uni atmn SklllS of listening, :

for an average Nigerian student to affor

buy all the books required by each course,
but which are inadvertently available in the
school libraries. As such, the library serves
Skills of  the holistic store book purpose for all class
of learners because it helps to create and
improve  students’  reading habits,
knowledge, and awareness and broadening
of their academic horizon. Similarly,
Omoniyi (1997) observes that it is
lls of  erroneous to view the library as a mere
stock house of books or a place where
students can go only to study for an
impending examination. He asserts further
that the primary task before any library is
to acquire textual and non-textual materials
that are best suitable for the use of its
clientele, because such materials are vita
sources of additional information the users

need in their academic and research work.

‘;\

Literacy

tic approach to language via
.‘f“ﬁVity which calls for the By inference, it implies that a proper use of
al the library and materials enhances the
'SthC strategies. Ghapanchi users’ reading skills and excellent
that  metacognitive academic performance. Of recent, Ibode
refers to the information and Isiugo-Abanihe (2011) disco :
e : their study on redressing poor
library culmmatmg poor 1
n !
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, e, Cull (2011)
the internet is a text-

cal sociological, behavioural,
o-scientific impacts that the
as on the practice of reading.

dy was carried out by Cull on
behaviour of some university

yrtation of academic libraries into

ers of online digital text in addition
exts and other materials have had
effect on students’ reading
Instead of the students reading
hey now listen to people or films
ou tube”, “face book”, they also
“to go”, “whatsapp”, “chatting,

bl

frivolous applications online.

development, Sonaike (2004)
those children in developed
ng their leisure time for

jority of students in

s such as Nigeria

pose of passing

information dissemination via

Wide Web (www) have implica

how it is used in educational institutions by
students, because ICT now has become a
substitute for good, careful and silent
reading competences which libraries
portend. It is further discovered that
students nowadays spend sleepless nights
and better parts of day time in school on
one ICT application or the other. Virtually
all classes of students have one ICT device
or the other such as Ipad, laptop, palmtop,
desktop, among others which are mostly
used for social networking such as
whatsapp, chatting, yahoo, etc. to the
extend that when assignments are given,
they would brows for the topic on the ICT,
download and copy for submission in
verbatim. This act therefore has made the
Nigerian students to neglect the use of
library, thus making the curative drugs turn
round to become poison that kills the
patient, and so Bello (2011) asserts that “if
certain facts are to be hidden from
Nigerian students, just put them on the
pages of books, keep the books in the
library and those facts will remain hidden

forever.

The fact that ICT applications encourage
the use of abbreviation of text messages
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tud explore the internet for
emic purposes?

use of internet improve the
en  and  written English
petence of other students?

s a descriptive survey type. The
- consists of two Federal
ties and two Private Universities
North Central Zone of Nigeria.
random sampling technique was
ick 50 male and 50 female
m each of the four universities,

200 students in all as respondents.
‘only 196 respondents returned
onnaire. The instrument used
of ten researcher-designed
“that were dispensed on the

. The questionnaire has three
B and C. Section A has a six-

aire, Section B has a four-

le Section C has a

.. T -!" i‘f -

The data collected from the study were
analyzed using simple frequency counts
and percentage distribution (FCPD). The

analyses are shown in the tables | and 2
below:

Research Question 1

1. How often do students g0 to
libraries to read?

Table 1: Frequency Counts and
Percentage Distribution on how often
Students go to Libraries to Read

B

1 go to libraries | 37 44.39
only to read for
examination

[ only go to
libraries to do
assignments and
for research

I prefer the use | 189

2. |1 go to libraries | 61 31.12 '
regularly  for
self | ™ -
| development
49 25 I
4. ‘ ‘
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to whlle away

followed by 87

esenting 44.39% who only

s to read during examinations.
‘this is 61 respondents that

9 respondents that represent
0ose who only go to libraries for
to solve given assignments, while

y but still important 21

its representing 10.74% consider

Do students explore or browse
the internet for academic
~ purposes?

Frequency Counts and
tage Distribution on the Purposes
oring the Internet by the

=

. Y

going to librarics that portendd 0
attractions. Next to this order is
respondents that represent 90.31% who
contended  with  frequent  internet
exploration for social networking, while
paradoxically only 82 respondents with
41.84% do explore the internet and use the
libraries for academic purposes.

Research Questions 3: Does the use of
ICT Gadgets Improve the Spoken and
Written English Language Competence
of the Students?

Table 3: Frequency Counts and
Percentage Distribution of Impacts of
ITC Gadgets on Spoken and Written

English language Competence of the
Students

N

The use of ICT | 67 34.18
gadgets has
improved  my
spoken English
53 27.04 |
ili

The use of ICT
gadgets “has
improved  my
written English
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e 'pn-h of the analyses showed 96 41%

who prefer the use of ICT gadgets
”.MUM Thes e
with the assertion of Cull (2011) o0
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ind themselves in
w skills and

e and expertise, all
 Muniandy, (2010) are

y the libraries. It could therefore
at both ICT and libraries are
ake potential students a holistic

er development, 96.93% of the

s agreed that they do not either use
for spoken or written English. This
implies that the respondents use the
gadgets for spoken or written English,
uch, the finding falls within the
w of Bello and Lawal (2012) that
g at the creative level involves the
t level of comprehension, (the lower
literal, inferential and critical) levels
rarchical order, and that creative
ng requires not only the reader’s
ty to understand the author’s message
plain (literal and inferential) levels
e able to generate ideas which are
licitly stated by the author but
relevant to the theme or the topic
read. Also, the ability to read,

and respond to the read text

basic tenet of communicative
speaking, reading and

34.18% and 27.04%

asserted that the use

ken

COmMPUICT, =8
smartphones&,ﬂ amon;
great negative

use of abbreviation of text m
seriously affecting the students’ s
words. Also, the use of ear piece fo
stop musical entertainment as well
enjoying terrible sites on the intern
not allow students to read these
despite the fact they keep late night.

RECOMMENDATION

Based on the discussion and conclusios
is recommended that teachers she
continue to cross check all submi
assignments by the students via
references cited to make sure s
assignments were done with the use
books instead” of stereotyping
Xeroxing from the internet and
should be awarded for use of libr:
texts. It is also recommended that t
should recommend reading of part
texts and summarize what is ri

others.
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