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Institutional Support, Preservation and Conservation Practices
in Academic Libraries in Kwara State, Nigeria

Shola Temitope FAMUYIWA
sholasmartO@gmail.com

" Gabriel Oluwabunmi ALEGBELEYE
and

Obinna Jeremiah OKORO
Department of Information Resources Management
Babcock University, llishan-Remo, Ogun State, Nigeria.

Preservation and conservation is the maintenance of library information materials to exist as close

as possible to their original condition. In Nigeria however, mutilation, thefi, vandalism and

deterioration of library resources impede the longevity and usability of information materials.

These impediment may be as a resuit of poor institution support given to the libraries by the

institution. Institutional support is the provision of better working condition and administrative
services to employees including funding, infrastructure and facilities to drive effective library
operation. However, the extent of investigation among librarians in Kwara may not have been
determined. This study examined the influence of institutional su-pporr on preservation and
conservation practices of library materials among library personnel in academic libraries in Kwara
State, Nigeria. Descriptive survey research design was adopted for this studv. The population of the
study consisted of 173 library personnel in academic libraries in Kwara State, Nigeria. A validated
structured questionnaire was used to collect data. The findings revealed that Institutional support
had a positive significant relationship with preservation and conservation of library information
resources (R = 0.392, p < 0.05), The findings also showed that the respondents agree that there is
some form of institutional support given to the library for the preservation and conservation
practices in the library (Average Mean score = 2.76 on a four point scale). The study concluded that,
contrary to the observation that the low level of preservation and conservation practices observed in
the academic libraries in Kwara State, Nigeria is as a result of poor institutional support given to the
library personnel. 1t is deduced however that institutional support influenced preservation and
conservation practices in libraries in Kwara State, Nfgéria which must be niantained,
Keywords

Insturtional support, Preservation and Conservation practices Ac.demic libraries.
Kwara State, Nigeria

Introduction :
The - nificance of an academic library  materials tor postc v, The concept of
cannotbe ¢+ mphasized especially inthearea  preservation * 1w woo - anareaof librarianship

of presen and conserving information that deals v = ¢ . - nent of disintegrating
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| Tihr ey tesoniees. Bveny hibrary Taces difterent
dimension and stages of deterioration of both
print and non-print resources including. maps,
- photographs, audio visuals, films and video
tapes. Library information materials are unique
and constitute an essential resource which is
indispensable.” Therefore, preserving this
intellectual heritage becomes the professional
mandate of librarians. The concept of
preservation of deteriorating information
resources has become a universal phenomenon
in which there is an effort towards making sure

the mandate of the library isnot lostas aresult of -

decaying library materials.

The concept of preservation and
conservation of information materials can be
traced to the history of libraries. Hence, it is
concerned with the organisation and practical
techniques such as binding, restoration: and
material technology including cther relevant
understanding crucial to the preservation of
resources. International Federation of Library
Association Principles for the Care and
Handling of Library Material (2010) views
preservation as the maﬁagen’al and financial
considerations including storage and
accommodation provisions, staffing levels,
policies, techniques and methods involved in
pie rving library and archival materials and the
int  mation contained in them. Preservation and
son .ervation also entails safeguarding library
fos mation resources from deterioration. The
pri o of s teguarding the library materials
de:. also with the actions taken to checkmate
the aogression of informatior materials from
lvishu and Nkanu (3013) posit that
pr. vation is the maintenance of library

Wil 2

TTAcvording 1o hasant, (2ui4)
conservation and preserviation are the processes
of ensuring that library information resources
are kept from becoming deteriorated or
damaged through regular maintenance and
curative treatments. Popoola (2003) defined
conservation as policies and operations

embarked upon by the managers of libraries and

‘with the aim of increasing the life span of their

information resources by preventing damage.
He further explained that it may also be seen as
direct physical intervention arresting or slowing
down deterioration of library resources.
Libraries are faced with high rate of information
material deterioration. This is because the
composition of library materials is organic in
nature making them subject to natural wear.
Most information resources are on book or paper
including modern library information materials
as sound tapes and electronically stored
information such as Compact Disc, read-only-
memory (CD ROMSs) which are subject to
destruction according to National Library of
Australia, (2004). Since library information
materials are used by patron constantly they
cannot be conserved, stored or secure in an

enclosed environment to arrest their

deterioration llence, consistent practices must -

be put in place to ensure they are not destroyed
as a result of regular use.

In academic libraries in developing
countries especially countries in Affica
including Nigeria, preservation and
conservation is 4 major issue. Ogunmodede and
Ebijuwa, {2013} posit that a large portion of
audio and 1dec files of information materials
are 1outine v wipd out. Also. Olatokun, (2008)

. aation materials as close as possible to reports 1t mirmation materials in many
il +remal condition. libratic- . «uil soused in conditions that leave

Famuyiwda, S. ‘I;ﬁ&zgﬁ&ﬁ G T
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much. fo be desited lcading to ~contmual [

deterioration. Observations by the researcher
show that most academic libraries in Kwara
State, ngena do not have mechanisms set up for
the preservatwn and consérvation of library
materials regardless of the fact that preservation
* is a core function of any library. The questlon
remains if there is a high level of institutional
support given to the libraries to take care of
library materials from deterioration.

According to Blackmore and Kuntz
(2011) institutional support is an expression of
employees' belief that the organization values
their contribution and provides for their welfare.
Institutional support is tilted towards boosting -
employees' moral through involvement and
commitment, which eventually impact the work
they perform do. This paper therefore
investigates the influence of institutional
support on preservation and conservatiogi
practices in academic libraries in Kwara State,
Nigeria. 3
 Literature Review

Literature relevant to this study ‘was
reviewed to make a more understanding of the
variables in this study. The concept of
preservation and conservation of information
materials takes its root in the history of libraries.
Libraries have been viewed as a collection of
materials arranged and organized, carded and
made available for use. United Nation
Educational,

1994) states that the library is an organized
collection of published books and periodical and
of other reading and audio-visual materials, and
the service of staff able to prove and inteipret
such materials as required to meet the
mformatlonal research, educational or

Scientific and Cultural
Organization manifesto on libraries (UNESCO, -

rocreational needs of the uscr's. The library'is a P
place where the information seeker

communicates with authors both living and 3

dead.

Preservation and conservation are
essential library activities which when properly '_ _:;
implemerted have the capability of sustaining
library operations for a very long time. =
: Préservation is often used interchangeably with _"rézf"E
conservation. However, there are differences
between the two concepts. Preservation
suggests that natiral resources will be Ieft
undisturbed, while conservation usually

indicates some resource management. Zintah,

Dangwaran and Oyinloye (2017) stress that the
words “preservation and conservation” are often

used to mean: the process. of keeping an object

 safe from harm or loss, damage, destruction and’

maintaining it in a reasonably sound condition

for pregsent and future use. ffherefore, the

process of preservation and conservation is
applied to safeguard the library materials from

" further decay and deterioration. In furtherance,

the concept preservation of library materials

refers to the activities associated with

maintaining library materials for use, either in

their original physical format which includes

control mechanism to take care of the
environment, conservation on the other hand

;. 2 3 e et RS e = 2
SESES =S S AR S SRR R T R S

deals with the treatment of library materials to
stabilize their physical structure in order to :
sustain their survival. Preservation of library ;i

materials has been conceptualized to mean the
totality of the steps necessary to ensure the
permanent accessibility of a particiilar material.

Preservation of information material is

practiced by a librarian, archivist when they
vwhserve a material is decaying or deteriorating.
Institutional support means the

Famuyiws . T
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£ siaff to be committed to the organization.

am fation concem.mg thelr wci!—bemg in that
" ergamization as it relates to work. Abigail and
! Dluwatobi (2015) staté that institutional support

Eilb one of the most important organizational

I concepts that keeps employees in the institution.
E—'ﬂ}e level of perceived institutional support
" result to a mandatory sense and obligation of
é?ercelved institutional support is positively
reiated to consczentmusness, commitment and .

wgm s

;i an organization. According to Rhoades and

Eisenberger (2002) as cited by Chinoemona and
- Moloi' (2014) employees perceive 'that the
institution supports them if resources are
provided voluntarily rather than with pressure.

- The suppert given o employees might come in
form of funding and provision of facilities fo’

enable them carry out their job effectively.
Funding libraries in Nigena has become

aprob] 1 in which there seems to be a lack of

sufficient allocation of funds to enable the
‘provision and maintenance of libraries
especially in the area of comservation of
preservation. It is observed by scholars that
large proportion of Nigerian libraries do not
allocate sufficient funds in their annual budget

for the conservation of information resources.

This has caused the low priority given to the
conservation of information resources by the
management of such libraries. The management
_of library and the quality of services cEcpends
largely on the amount of fund available to the
librariec. Apart from funding, godd work
condition is another factor that could aid or
hinder preservation and conservation practices
by library personnel. The erivironment of work

has an impact on the way a job such as

~pres:

+mg nd Lonservmg hbrary information
++f is carried out. The extents to which
acadcri-ue hibraries can maintain and preserver
infort«tion resources for ‘posterity depends
largely on the cdnditions of the working

mdtL T

environment available in the library including
its facilities.

University libraries in developing
countries such as Nigeria are facing major
support issues especially in the area of funding.
This may be due decreasing appropriations from
the university administration. Olatokun (2008)
agrees that the prominent inhibitors to effective
and efficient conservation of information
resources in libraries, archives and record
centres are lack of funds. Almost no Nigeria
libraries, allocate sufficient funds in their annual

-ﬁudget for the conservation of information

resources in their holdings. The situation is
worst in public libraries. ‘Ogbodo (2011)
examined the preservation of information

sources in polytechnic libraries in' South Eastern

States of Nigeria. The study found out that the
problem of preservatxon of information sources
in the .polytechnic libraries is inadequate
funding. Njeze (2012) carried outa research on
Preservation and- Conservation Issues in
Selected Private Universities in South-Wi
Nigeria. It was discovered that the chdllenges
facing all Universities studied is lack of funding.
Popoola (2003) stated ‘that inadequacy of
equipment contributes significantly to the poor
status of conservation and preservation:
practices of information materials in African

| libraries, archives and information centres.

Oluwaniyi (2015) investigate the
preservafion of information resources in
selected school libraries in Ibadan North Local
Government Arca of Ovo State, Nigena. The

Famuyiwa, S.T; Alegbeleye. G. O. €& Okpro, . 7
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resuits shawed that fack ©f fund and inadequate
infrastructure on the aspects of preservation of
information resources was the major
confrontations in the selected school libraries. In
a study conducted by Alegbeleye (1999), he
repotted that 80 percent of the available books
therein are in the brittle book category. This s as
a result of poor institutional suppert for the
preservation and conservation of library
information resources. Librarians and the
institutions within which they serve seem fo
have neglected the concept of preserving and
(2016) examined preservation and consérvation
of library materials in university libraries in
Sonth-West, Nigera. Dust and particulate
matterare the gmatest causes of detenoratmntn
af pmpm' pmervatmn and conservation
mﬁmmﬁemﬁmﬁwmmamﬂtoﬁm

itiona supjzm‘tleadmgtqrewareelossmd :

deta'iomﬁ‘en
Methodology

Survey research design was adopted for
this study, which seeks to answer the extent to
which institutional support influence
preservation and conservation  practices of
library materials in academic libraries in Kwara
State, Nigeria. The population of this study was
173, which eonsisted of library personnel (both
professional and para- professional) of different
cadres in academic libraries in Kwara. The study
used the entire population. This is because the
population was not considered large enough to
be sampled. The instrument used for data
collection was structured titled: “Influence of
. Institutional support on Preservation and
Conservation Practices. The researcher sought

for permission and audience frum the

man:l.gement of the universities chosen as
sample through formal letter of introduction.
The respondents were briefed on the purpose of
the study and clarification was made on the
importanice of the study. The researcher ensured
that @c questionnaire were filled correctly
through the help of two (2) research assistants
thatwmtamedtaas&stmdatacﬂﬂﬁc&on.’rhe
rﬁemherspemﬁﬁetofmweeksm&eﬁeid.
eaﬁeﬁtmgﬁedataﬁ‘omthe esnondents ol
the eight (8) academic libravies unﬁm' study
each of the research assistant administered the
questionniaite in two (2) academic libraries
while, the researcher administered the
questiontiaires in the remaining two (2)
libraries. The data collected was analyzed using
desm‘iﬂtl% and inferential statistios. The

riptive statisties such as mﬁlﬁ,

used to analyze data to answer fhe research
questions taised, while the research hypotheses
correlation #nd regression analysis. The
research hypotheses were tested a1 0.05 level of
significance.
Resulis

This section presents the analysisof .
the respondent and demographic °
characteristics.

Famufiva, 5. T

Alegheleve. G. O. &L Okorg, O. 7
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responses on the prevalent preservation and

conservation practices in academic librarics in
abeleve, G. O. &L Okoro, 0.7

* Famuywa, S. T: A

Table 1; Descriptive Statistics on Prevalence WWMWmMIMMmeM
| Hems SA A D SD X i SD AM
4 3 2 | : ’
¥ F F F '
L i o (%) (%) (%) (%)
Minimal Level . - A
Regular sweeping, dusting, 104 | 37 7 2 346 ; 0689
mopping of the library are some (65.0) | (23.1) (4.4) {71.5)
| of the preservation practices " Average
carried out in our library Mean
Careful Handling of library 66 39 42 23 384 ] 0963 | 338
materials is made compulsory for | 42.3) | (18.1) | (263) | (144) .
library staff and users ' : i
Photocopying of library materials 94 44 4 i8 334 | 0.757
asa preservation method is (58.8) {27.5) (2.5) {11.3)
available in our library
Air Conditioners is available to 110 39 3 ] 3.56 0.504
serve as one of the preservation (68.8) (24.4) 1.9 {5.0)
practices in our library ' 7
Binding and minor repairs of 134 13 - L 8 .| 370 0634
damaged materials are done in @836 | @1 | G (5.0) :
our lihrm'y :
Level s
Digitization of library materials is 49 72 19- 20 293 | 0.346
one of the preservation pnctices (30.6) (45.0) 1% (12.5) :
in our library . Average
. Tools such as thermometers i 79 | ~.64 10 7 343 | 0886 Vesn
| hygrometer mregalarlyusedml @94 | @0) | ©63) (4.4) 3.16
! 1 T b3 3 378 0774}
@38 | (125 | (19) (1.9 '
- .18 3" 2701 0.746
(34.49) 3) | 049
47 8 63 2.95 0612
294) | (590 (394)
18 | 8 0. 3.79 | 0.265 _
(11.3) | (5.0) ({81} Z Average
35 | 3 8 357| 0.566| 346
4y | 09 (5.0) 3
34 T 8. 360 0689
213) | 09 (5.0)
0 F 3~ 8 321 0531
(250) | (1.9 (5.9 .
out library i Ml ek ; o :
Reglﬂartrammgofsmﬁ'm ensureg | 94 20 19 27 313 | 0472
pmservauon practicesis | (58.8) (12.5) (11.9) (16.9) i
camed out in our library -
Source: Researcher’s Study, 2019
- Table 1 shows the descnpnve analysisof  Kwara State. The finding shows that the

prevalent preservation and conservation

practice is at the optimal level (Average mean=
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% 46).On themlmmal levcl of preservation, the
findings revealed that 104 (65.0%) of the
respondents strongly agree that regular
sweeping, dusting, mopping of the library are
some of the preservation practices carried out
in our library. On the average, the respondents
agree that regular sweeping, dusting and
mopping of the library are some of the
preservation practices carried out in our library
(x =3.46, STD = 0.689). Further, 134 (83.6%)
of the respondents strongly agree that binding
and minor repairs of damaged materials are
done in the libraries studied. On the average,
the respondents agree that binding and minor
repairs of damaged materials are done in the
libraries (x=3.70, STD=0.654).

On the middling level of preservation,
49 €30.6%) of the respondents strongly agree
that digitization of library materials is one of
the preservation practices in the libraries
which is also observed from the average mean
~ score (x = 2.93, STD = 0.346). More so,
104(56.0%) strongly agree that the use of
pamphlet boxes and-book end to support
library materials is regularly used. On the
average the respondents strongly agree that the
useof pamphlet boxes and book end to support
!ibrary materials is regularly used (x= 3.78,
STD = 0.774). Further, 63(39.4%) of the
respondents strongly agrec that use of backup
and password -for adequate security are the

preservation practices in their libraries. On the -

average, the respondents agree that the use of
backup and password for adequate sécm‘ity is
" one of the preservation practices in the
libraries (x=2.95,STD=0.612).

On optimal level of presewétion, the
findings revealed that 134 (83.8%) of the
respondents strongly agree that their library

ses Jc-acidification to preserve library
mat:r:als. On the average, the respondents
strongly agree that their libraries use de-
acidification to presesve library materials x=
3.79. STD = 0.265). Further, 94(58.8%) of the
respondénts strongly agree that regular
training of staff to ensure proper preservation .
practices is carried out in their libraries. On the-
average, the respondents agree that regular
training of staff to ensure proper preservation
practices is carried out in their libraries (x=
3.13, STD = 0.472). The results revealed that
the most prominent among the prevalent
practices are the binding and minor repairs of
damaged materials, photocopying of library
materials, and the use of pamphlet and boxes,
as a preservation method, followed by the use
of air conditioners.

The inferential statistics was camcd on
the collected data, using simple linear -
regerssion analysis, to confirm the hypothesis
of the study which states thus: |
H,: Instititional support received by library
personnel will not have a significant influence

on preservation and conservation practices of

library materials in academic libraries in
Kwara State.

‘hvm)ma ST Alegbeleve, (; O el Ok, ik



- Table 2: Simple Regression
: Wﬁwmﬂmﬂﬂﬁmd[bm} Materials

e --n-.s.vrrm'q-u_g\? ]

- This means |
~ tendency to vat
. _ there is a significant correlation or relationship

- between institutional supports received. by

* NLISR Vol. 25 No. 2, 2019

mhﬁumcffm;maf&mﬂkﬁﬁwm Library Pevsonnel on Preservation

Variable No Mean Std Deviation R|P
Institutional | 160 2208 |4.60 0.392( 0.000
support -

preservation | 160 2003 | 347 -

and = | R

_Conservation i

|  Source: Researcher’s Study, 2020
Table 2 shows the correlation between

institutional support received by library
- personnel’ and Preservation and Conservation
- Practices based on 160 respondents. The data

shows the absolute value is considered positive.

' together. This indicates that

library Personnel and Preservation and

consistent with the stated null hypothesis. This
implies that institutional support received by
library pérsonnel has the capacity to influence
preservation and conservation practice in
academic libraries, therefore, the null
hypothesis is notacceptad.
Discussion

The finding shows ﬂiat the prevalent
preservation and conservation practice in
libraries in Kwara State is at the Optimal level
(x=3.46). On the minimal level of preservation,
the findings revealed that 104 (65.0%) of the
respondents sﬁongly agreed that regular

" sweeping, dusting, mopping of the library are

some of the preservation practices carried outin
cur library (x = 3.46, STD=0.689). Eurther, 134
(X2.6%) of the respondents strongly agree that
biiding and minor repairs-of damaged materials
= done in the libraries. On the average, the
i mndﬂnh agree. that bmdmg and minor

it the two variables have strong

?‘mwé& S ‘T z ﬁ&gﬁe&

repairs of damaged materials are done in the
libraries (x = 3.70, STD = 0.654). It was
discovered that binding and minor repaits of
damaged materials, photocopying of library
material and the availability of air-condition are,
the most carried out practices for preserving and
conserving and library materials in academic
libraries in Kwara State.

‘These findings agree with the report by

~ Chinomiona (2014) that specific practices taken
: conservation practices. From the Table 2, r = -
" 0.392, and P < 0.05, therefore the finding is not

on preservation explain all the managerial and
financial considerations including stordge and
accommodation provisions, staffing levels,
policies, techniques, and methods involved in
preserving library and archival materials and the
information contained -in them along with
repairs, fumigation, proper. ‘storage, air
conditioning among others are the preservation
and conservation methods used inpreserving the
information materials in libraries. The findings
of this study corroborates the study by Njeze
(2012) who reported that regular building
maintenance, previous maintenance history and
level of repairs needed, dry and cool storage,

. adequate storage space, a boxing programme;

good security procedures, disaster control
programme, an integrated pest management
programme. installation of blinds, neon light
fighters, and film on glass where appropriate to
reduce visible and ultraviolet light, installation
1 eood guality shelving, cabinets and plan

- osts souservation budget identified for

T
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employing external conservator among others
are the best practices of preservation and

conservation of library matenals. Furthermore, -

preventive preservation techniques or
‘procedures such as floor cleaning, shelf
clearing, collection condition surveys, pest
inspections, environmental monitoring and a
plan for disaster preparedness and mns:;-plan
‘are also relevant to the ﬁndmgswpbrtcd in this
study. '
Abubakar's (2016) reported the common

methods of preservation of information

resources in academic libraries in Niger State
such as repairs, binding and environmental

control, whereas digitization and migration |

were not adopted also lend a good credence to
this current findings in this study. Olatokun

" (2008) revealed that cleaning and dusting of

library materials was the most commonly used
* technique. The study established that there are
indeed incidences of deterioration, the most
- prominent being books becoming torn and
cracking and scratching of digital materials.
Further results showed that though some of the
libraries adopt and use some digital preservation
techniques, they are stillnot yet effectively used.
* The result suggests that Institutional support is
an important determinant of preservation and

conservation practices. It further showed that

institutional support had a positive significant
influence on pl&servatlou and conservation
_pmcnces The most comimon support given by
the school management for the preservation and
conservation of library materials in Kwara State
are fund allocation, organization of preservation
of workshops and making sure that library
materials  are in good condition., The least
common level of support revealed are making
equipment available, bowcr supp v and security.

Famuyiwa, S. T; A

Ajic and Oluwatobi's (2015) position that
institutional supportis oneof the most important
méﬁimicnzi‘i;éoncepts that keep employees in
the instimtidii, since institutional support is
regarded as a key factor in increasing job
satisfaction and employees' commitment
supports the findfng of the current study. -
Conclusion

Based onthe ﬁndmgs ofthis study, it was
concluded that institutional support have the
capacity to influence preservation and
conservation practices. The study found submits
that the level of preservation and conservation
practices in academic libraries in Kwara State is

at the optimal level. This by implication means

that librarjes especially those of Kwara State
academic are involved in preservation and
conservation practices such as using
photocopying, digitization facilities, lamination
equipment, bindery, fumigation, cleaning and
dusting of the library materials, reformatting
amongst others. This study therefore ﬁnally
concludes that based on the Hypotheses result
showed that there was a strong positive
correlation between Institutional support,
preservation and conservation practices in
Kwara State, Nigeria. '

‘Recommendations

~ This study recommends based on the
findings of that, academic libraries should
ensure that they establish policies that will help
sustain the preservation and conservation
practices in their respective libraries in Kwara

. State. There should be a strong institutional

support in the area of preservation and
conservation and that the institutions managing
academic libraries should sustain the level of
support already been provided in the.area of

preservation and conservation. The Nigerian
G, 0. < Okoro, 0. J
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ary association as well as the librarian

stration council of Nigeria should as a matter
fpolicy and implementation intensify the act of
| championing the preservation and conservation
' practices across Iibra_aries" in Nigeria. This is to

further maintain the intellectual heritage of
& mankind. Preservation-and conservation

= damaged materials, and availability of air

. conditioners stated as the most prevalent of

| preservation and conservation practices in most

= academiclibraries be maintained.
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