


 PLANNING INSTITUTIONS AS ‘GATEKEEPERS’ IN HOUSING PRODUCTION IN LAGOS, NIGERIA	.
1Moruf Alabi and 2A.I.Bako
1 Department of Urban and Regional Planning,
Faculty of the Social Sciences,
University of Ibadan,
Nigeria
morufalabi@ymail.com  

2Department of Urban and Regional Planning,                                                                                Faculty of Environmental Sciences
University of Ilorin,
Ilorin, Kwara State, Nigeria
alibbako@yahoo.com
Abstract
In every phase of housing production, there are certain key actors, known as ‘gatekeepers’. These actors decide the eligibility of applicants for housing resources such as land, title document, housing finance and residential building permit.  The paper examined activities of planning institutions as gatekeepers in housing provision in Lagos, Nigeria. The number of building plans that were submitted for approval in 2006 and between May 2011 and May, 2012 were 2,695 and 2091. Between May 2013 and May 2014, 7281 residential structures were served with contravention notices, 232 residential structures were identified as defective, 1,939 residential structures were sealed for non-compliance and 16 residential structures were demolished. There is the need to review the procedure for granting access to residential building permits if the informal private sector, which is in fact the main source of housing production in the state, is to be enabled and housing stock increased. 
Key words: Gatekeepers, Physical planners, Planning Institutions, Housing production process, 	  	         Lagos	




