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Absiract

Various crises berve feft negalove Snprin on ivany sociedies even of the global fevel Such orizer hove cawsed lozs af lives
T of propertics and diseigion af the secio=ecanoeic Fifof the people. In most parts of the warild, crises bave bef their
enduing fegucies of tersion, insecurity, mutal suspicion, arms baildop and negarive inter-religious relations. Since the
incidence of Sepleaoer 4, 2000, when tervarisi aifack was launched on the United Staves of America, peace education
and refigion srudies Aove becowme mufsr isswes i wdersianding inter-fsan relationshizs. This is becmuse they e
e social funclion of regulaving the relotionaiip among Fumas beirge in o society Peace education [ exsential i
hraitativig 2 crdture of pesce through generating peacefal attitudes, disposiions, valhies, befanoues, aotion drickiafon
ar socisl stravivres. Peaoe edvcsiion and Religiouy sivdics must be positive, infegrative, resivraiive, gensraitve aid
treragformative. Thelr goals ave to eliminaie viplence, crises, and promote volce-five commumicanion, compilict resofini on
amd socioecomumic development. This paper exaatines the Concepit of Peace, Peace Edveation, Religlows Srusies
Eclicartian an wall ar ife Slgnificance of Religtour Stuabes Education. I iries o show how peace cducation and reliios
Hugdicys eaducation carn bring social iransfarnaiian in the 17 warld coumries,

Key wards: Peace Education, Religious Studies Education, Socinl Transformation and Security.

Introduction accumulate  knowledge, preserving certain
values and transforming others introducing
History has shown that human progress social and cultural change in the form of new,
towirds higher levels of material and cultural intreducing non-gonventional ideas. values
achievements has four basic requirements and attitudes and non-traditional wevs of
which are; technological development, socio- thinking. -
cultural transformation, the accumulation of
knowledge, and human struggle for freedom. It is also through education that people learn
All of which would never be accomplished how to become more socially and politically
without education and soctal awareness. conscious, and how to increase their ability 1o
acquire and use knowledge 1w improve the
Eduwcation is the chief method or process quality of their lives which makes them uselul
through which socictics transmit knowledge for themselves and the society at large. This is
from one generation to anather. It is through evident in the submission of Jekayinfa and
cducation that we learn how 1o develop and Kolawole {2010 when they stated that, the
256
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singular®purpose of education is 1o produce
useful citizen. A useful citizen is both useful s
himself and the society in which he lives and
generally, to the world community.

Therefore, for programmes of education, like
Pesce and Religious Studies Education to
instigate the desired sacio-cultural
transformation in the society and produce the
know-how that s needed to achieve material and
cultural progress, they have to be pistkrped with
certain things end the principal among them are
the right knowledge and the right attitude. It must
however be noted that, education that fails to
mstill in stedents the right attitude and equip
them with the proper training und expeose thei to
right scientific facts and information creates an
obstacle to change ruther than facilitate socio-
cultural transformation.

Delinition of Terms

Religion has been identified as a term difficult 1o
define based on the existence of deferent
religions but in all its definitions, the belief in
Godigeds and the existence of the supernatural
Deity (Ged) are inevitable, The term “religion™ is
u derivation of the Latin word “religio”, The
Latin word religio translated religion in English
originally only connote reverence for God or
gods, careful pondering of divine things.

Thetypical dictionary defines religion as to belief
i, or the worship of. a God or gods or the service
and worship of God or the supernatural,
Although, religious scholars submit that the
definition of religion goes bevond belief in s,
The definition is in-sufficient because it doesn't
capture the diversity of religious exparience. This
affirms the statement of Suleiman and Qo (2012)
that. religion, unlike other disciplines like music,
geography, history, mathematics, chemistry and a
st of others, has no universally accepiable and
sahstactory definition. Therefore. there iz no
single universally accepied definition of religion
a5 & concept, Religion is looked at from different
perspectives based on the angle from which one
understands it

Iesaurus dictionary refers to religion as a set of

beliefs concerning the cause, nature and purpose
ulthe universe especially when considered as the
creation of a superhuman agency or agencies,
usually involving devetional and ritual
obzervances and ofien containing a moral code
governing the conduct ofhuman affairs,

Webster defines religion thus:

—_— -
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I. It is a belief in a divine or a superhurmaan
POWEr or powers 1o be obeved and
worshiped as the creator and ruler of the
universe.

ii.lt is an expression of this belief in conduct
and ritual,

iil. Ivis any specific system of belief. worship,
conduct, ete, often involving a code of
ethics and & philosophy as the Christian
religion, the Buddhist religion eic.

iv. It is any system of beliefs, practices, sthical
values, etc resembling, suggestive of, or
likened to such a system: a3 humanism is
his religion.

vt is & state of mind or way of life expressing
love For and trust in God, and ones will and
effort to act according to the will of God.
especially within a monastic order ar
community; as, he achieved rellgion.

vi. It o5 any object of conscientious regard and
pursuil; as, cleanliness was religion 1o him

vil. It is the practice of religious observances of
rites,
viil. It is a religious order or state; a monastery.

However, it can be rightly stated that religion is
an organized collection of beliefs, cultural sysiam
and world views that relate humanity 10 the order
of supernatural existence |G od], ]

Peace Education

Peace is a state of tranqguility, quier and harmony,
It is a stale of being free from disturbance,
oppression, unpleasant thought emotions and war
in particular between different countries, Peace
education is defined &s a process of acquiring the
vilue, knowledge and developing the attitudes,
skills and behaviours to live in harmeny with
oneself, with others and with the nutural
environment. According to Harris (2009) peace
education is the process of teaching people about
the threats of violence and sirategies for peace.
Peace education activities allempis 1o end
violence and hostilities Informally  within
institusional places of learning, such as schools or
col lepe,
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Due 1o the dmportance of peace education. there
tre numerous United Nations declarations on it
For instance, Ban Ki Moon, the UN Secretary
General, dedicated the Iniermational day of
Peace in 2013 to peace Education in an effort to
relocus minds and financing on the
preeminence of peace education in order, o
bring about a culture of peace. Koichirs
Matsuura, the past Director of UNMESCO, wrote
of peace education as being the “fundamental
imporance 0 the mission UNESCO and
United Maticns, (UNESCO, 2013).

James (2009} in his submission suggests that
peace education should be tasght TOWARDS
TENCOURIZING & commitment 1o peace as a
seitled disposition and enhancing the
conlidence of the individual as an agent of
peace; as informing the individugl on the
consequence of war and social injustice: as
informing the individual on the value of
peacetul, just social structures and working to
uphold or develop such social structures:
encouraging an mdividual 1o love the world and
imagine a pesceful future, caring for the
individual and encouraging them to care for
others.

Role of Peace and Religious Studies
Education on Social Transformation.

social ransformation, in other words is social
change which is described as the process by
which an individual atains social status for
themselves and therehy influence or cause
social change in their social system,

Social transformation being an interpersonal
negotiation, it requires that individuals have
their social positions validated by others for
wransformation, It is a relationship in which
people have to embrace and correctly identify
with the cultural expectations of the particular
classes of their membership.

Sotial transformation is a shifl in the collective
consciousness of a society, local, state, national
or global entity so that reality is defined by
cionsensus. Peace education is defined as the
process of acquiring the value, knowledge and
developing the attitude, skills and behaviour 1o

258

live peacefully or in harmony with oneself, with
athers, and with the natural environment.

Peace education as a flourishing academic
discipline is described by the renown Jowrnal of
Peace education as an active global social
movement “that can collectively unify, fuel and
inspire dialogue among scholars, researchers,
activists, educators, government leaders, and
the myrind of public peacemakers committed to
creating cultures of peace throughout the
waorld” (Lum 2013, 121). The role of peace
education is essential in social transformation
because it serves as atool box for social change.
Peace Education plays a substantial role of
continucus decrease in violence and a
simultaneous increase in justice. Galtung
(1996) stated that peace functions as reduction
of violence of all kind; it is nonviclent and
creative conflict transformation in  natre,
Barash (2006) believes that, peace is in action
when all living beings feel as being at home,
UN secretary General Kofi Annan (2002)
submits that, pesce is constant work on
creativity and that it means a lot more than the
absence of war. According to him, peace means
release from hunger, justice, and possessing
human rights, education and good governance.
He further elucidates that peace gives people an
opporlunity 1o live a decent life,

Since the early decades of the 20" century,
peace education programmes around the warld
have presented a spectrum of focal themes, such
a5 anti-nuclearism, imternational
understanding. environmental responsibility,
communication skills, nonviolence, conflict
resolution techniques, democracy, human right
awareness, telerance of diversity, peaceful co-
existence and gender equality among others. It
has also addressed the spiritual. dimensions of
inner harmony, and synthgsized a number of the
foregoing issues into programmes on world
citizenship, while academic discourse on the
subject has increasingly recognized the need for
4 broader, more holistic approach to peace
education. A review of ficld based projects
reveals that three variations of peace education
are mast common: conflicts resolution training,
democracy education and human rights
education, (Wikipedia, 2013).
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There is no limitation to the role of peace
education in encouraging changes within a
society, within ourselves and in moving us
towards actualizing this social change. Itis o
therapy for all anti-social changes inevery part
ofthe world.

Role of Religious Studies Education,

Religion has been described as being & tool
and source of development in most of the
societies of the world. It has even come
occupy @ central place in both our
conscicusness and our academic discourse.
The importance of religion o human existence
cannot be over emphasized since it is a way of
life, Religion is of greai significance in
understanding inter human relationships even
at the global level. Religion has a particular
socinl function of regulating the relationships
that exist among human beings in a given
socicty, Further it must be noted that it
determines our attitudes to fellow human
beings and all things in genersl, particularly
when we hold the position of power or
authority in a family, community and even in
the nation,

Evidence of the significant role of religion in
human society is shown in the establishment of
religious institutions like the Church and
maosque. which are places of refuge for the less
privileged. These were among the first
institutions that provided a place of refuge for
accused eriminals in estabiishing places like
arisons and penitentiaries. These were birthed
by religion in order to allow the accused
persons obtain isolation from athers
{ Imackhai, 20107, In the coast of West Africa,
missionaries were the first to create what can
be referred to as formal education, health
centers, counseling for inmates and other
development programs that are of meaningful
and great value o human existence.

Religious system has its values which regulate
and harmonize human life. It is religious cthics
thet shows us what is right and what is wrong,
what is good and what is evil, what is just and
what is unjust, what is virtue and what s yice,
Religion taught us value of life such Bs
hospitality, generosity, honesty, human

wilerance, love, peace and peaccful co- 259

existence and lots more, which play vital role
in determining social transformation in any
given socicty. These values enrich morality.
the welfare of individuals and of the socicty at
large. They also build relationships between
people and between socicties arcund the
wiorld.

Conelusion.

In conelusion, no society can experience social
transformation in the absence of Peace and
Religious Studies Education based on their
natures of regulating and harmenizing human
life, Social transformation being the process of
|large scale change for an environment whera &
shift aceur in the consciousness in attitude and
yalue of @ community or SOCIELY Can gecur as a
result of peaceful co-existence and moral
standard exhibited by the society which Peace
and Religious Studies Education enhanced.

As far as social transformation is concerned,
peace and religious studies education remain
the core twols for non vielent society and
sustainable social development. Peace and
religious education bring stability and
constitute the pivot of secial transformation in
any nation because they advocate/teach about
human right, social justice and social
responsibility. Dutkheim (1964} opines that
religion like any other social institutions actsin
the same way as one of the vital body organs in
that it keeps society alive. ln other words, it has
a number of functional and dysfunctional
functions that serve the purpose of maintaining
social stability and harmony. For instance.
through the act of collective worship in the
form of religious practices, religion helps bond
and unite individuals together. It acts as social
glug that promoies value consensus and social
solidarity. Peace and Religious Education play
essential role of generating peace, security.
sustainable moral' standards, and social
wansformation in any society in the world,
When peace and religion education are rightly
harnessed. solution to the incessant viclence,
confrontation, conflicts and oll social problems
is inevitable. Therefore, what is important is an
understanding of when and how to gingerly
exploit peace and religion education as
unequal tools to serve as ingredients and
vessels of galvanizing social transformation in
the society.
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