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EDITORIAL

Form the time of Plato, the halimark of
Eé intellectual luminary- worldwide is his
or her discourse, disseminated through
varied means. Everything about the
University system and 90@833@&
S@mﬁm with and ends in a “discourse”. it
is an integral part of: :Jm. C:_cmﬂm,;%
system.

The editorial board is u_d:n_ to present
the maiden issue of ' Biudiscourse.
Articles herein arve for “your inteliectual
stimulation, academic digest, furtherance
of research, reading pleasure and further
discourse. :

To all our consulting and associate
editors, reviewers m:ﬁ scholars globally,
ér@ have givenr much of their time,

mm@_ﬁ,@w\ and expertise, to say thank you is .

an understatement; for working at record

tinte. You are all-appreciated.

This maiden issue contains articles that

you will find rich and refreshing.
Welcome aboard
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‘ Appendix
Table 1: Underwriting Results and Loss-ratio of Fire Insurance Class of 1
Insurance Business in Nigeria (1980 - 98).

YEAR | UR * l LR *
| e - 10807 i 3430 |
1981 15838 I 0284
T iese T oover 1 T oo
| 1883 | _____:__2_0_3_25 o 73* T 0.229 ]
[ Hess 3003 T ove
T 1585 ‘ 35663 | -0.0004
oo 1986 34760 0.165
L 1987 ] 58666 0.219
I 1988 66185 0.200
1989 107968 . 0.303
1990 132922 0.316
1991 153003 0.345
1992 724453 0.137
- 1e93 | 617538 -2.136
[ ged 268098 0499 |
e 1995 | 587431 - | 0.249 i
| 1596 | 1475495 0.188 ]
1997 | A 0169 i
igss | 1096937 o183 ]
* UR = Underwriting Result of Fire Insurance Class of
Business in Nigeria.
LR = Loss Ratio of Fire Insurance Class of Business in
Nigeria.
Source: - Both UR and LR are constructed from

Central Bank of Nigeria Statistical
Bulletin — Vof. 13 December 2002.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS IN CURRICULUM N\

INNOVATIONS IN NIGERIA
: _ ¥ BY o ‘
- MOWAIYE FAGBEMI, OLUFUNMILAYO
daniella2yk @ yahoo.ca -

FOLUKE ADEKOLU
foluadeko! @ yahoo.com

Abstract

curriculum, when innovations. are to be made in the
curriculum Curriculum-Innovations can be said to be any
change in the, many factors are to be considered. These
include -the psychological impact of what is to be in the
curriculum.on the recipients. The Nigerian policy makers
tend to make. innovations that tend to impair rather than
enhance academic studies for students. This paper delves
into this and how different innovations n the curriculum in
Nigeria have been more of impediments rather than
enhancers to the recipients.
Introduction

Curriculum innovations worldwide relate(s) to that
which is a deviation. in the curricuium.  Curricuium
innovation(s) pertains .to new idea(s), method(s) and
device(s) in the curriculum. It could be an improvement on
ideas, methods and programmes. Many factors determine
curriculum innovation(s}. These inciude the purpose(s) of
education in any given society. What the content of the
curriculum shouid be, the natives of the society and the
culture of the pecple.

The curriculum should reflect a society's goal(s).
aspiraticns and ideals. It should be made to work towards
the. goals and ideals. This being so, every effort should be
made to see that any innovaticn to be made must be
properly -planned and .executed to bring about positive
results.
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ot surprising since females cannot teach what they have
it follows that the more females embrace
and technology based subjects in schoois, the
higher the probability..of .those who-would-be available-in—
the teaching of such "masculine” subject (see tables iv & v

net learnt
science

and Mowaiye Fagbemi, 2000).

A survey of academic staff at the University llorin,
also observed a death of women academics in the
sciences. (Mowaiye Fagbemi, 2000)

“In ancther |c|rafcu research, the umverbliy of lionn
. thena was used as a case study. A random sample of
twenty (20) males and twenty. (20) females (T - 40) based

‘ Table iv in the faculties of Arts and Social Sciences participated in
——ederal Polytechnic, llaro Teaching Staff: 1986-67 - the, study. The sample were given questionnaires made up
: Accountany P : : S : Ehf 80 \’\Ltems rglgtmdgtto.gglndetar ti;altsdanq cg?retzsteriztrl}zs a;ng
5 PPtk ‘ : ‘ : o ey were required to indicate how desirable the generate
s : : B 5 items were to respondents’ own sex in the Nigeria Society.
Bt Tty ! ) £ 0 The questionnaire was on a seven point scale; exiremely
8 Ciwil Engr. Technoloy: 13 2 15 0 desirable (7), most desirable, (6), desirable (5),“not more
' it i _ _ desirable or undesirable to both males and females (4),
e P EREHTARIERY 153 ; a i undesirable (2) and extremely undesirable (1).
o Toal 112 8 120 the factor analytic procedure involving the weigh g of the

Source: Digest of Digest of Statistics on Technological Education

in Nigeria p.167

factors was carried out on the items. The items were
generatea., from literature review as regards gender

Table v
- Katsina Polytechnic Teachmg Staff: 1985 — 86 characteristics among Nigerians, opinions of civil servants
SN0 Departments o F ME = in Kwara state as regards gender roles and review of
kit o S ] : studies on generally accepted gender roles especially the
et el . . : works of Sandra Bem. The average age of sub ects was
4 Crll Engineenng Techﬁo\-ogy pJ 2 0 1 8
5 Mechamcal Engr Technol 4 4 0
6 suBngTeRiosEy 3 0 ~ The percentage was used for the wefghtlng of
7 Quanltity Surveying £
2 StavSics A CoMpUEFSIENE. 25 43 § factors. This is an acceptable form of bringing out weight
B RMPSEARITFSIEUAN aDH of factors and acceptable by measurement experts
Management 10 1 " 0 i
10 Secretarial Studies 1 7 0 (AnastaSI 1976)
i 2 Administran £ 2 2 0
1 T;;Ja\!c ministration = = ;9 Results

Source: Digest of statistics on Technical Education in Nigeria

p.125

The respondents were traditional in their views as regards
gender roles. It was revealing to see malq at the
“University level still having the traditional not |on,s of that
which is for their sex and likewise the females esgﬁema!iy n
this age, and all technological advancemen A high
percentage of the males still feel that me %(8 taking

e




leadership roles while just 459

of the females agrs
Lthis for their sex.

dependent ang striving
high for males but not
interesting to find the fi
pinion of their own
NG of ~ fefalés as being.
23) while the 'n
, have quick jla
y discouraged. (itein
The females actually sim
in their response. For

2 as 10 taking care of the
g nurturant, (75%
being affectionate (8
€ing conventional to feminine ol

Being self

undergraduate not havi
= of-judg mentTor think
courageous, (ite
dominant, cou
competitive and don't
23,29, 18, 13 and 29
feminine and traditional
they were high on item 6
feminine way, (80%),
dependent on others (70%
loving children and b

ng much o

(tems 18, 39 and
rageous, takes rigks

and beain

Many of the male res
compassionate (50%)
(50%) and understandi
In some ins

pondents feit they shoufd'{'
sensitive to other people's hee:
) and that they could-

.

calm and being trust
most weighted tem by the
conventional in behavisur to

feminine roles (95%) while
most weighted

item for the males was taking leaders,

Conclusively.
was still in vogue for
enrolment, choi
the study is ¢

Nationg| Commission for Coll
as recent gs 2001-2002.

the results showed that
the respondents, in thin
ce of subjects and vocat;
ollaborated

the stereotype
king and trai
ons. The results
by a survey carried by the
eges of Education (2003) f

il
I
¢
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Psychological Basis For Gender Diﬁeéﬁé&;ﬁ;iat‘iqn
From an early age, even before‘-{_{fhlldren are aware
of distinct differences in the sexes, s‘a%d‘j{gr)_ed ;r,_pl?g's‘ within
the home and playthings given sUper—lrg’i 'ogefs-‘c__)q't;hg mind
expectations-from-o ne's'sex-and- h'ew%_,; ~f*;s"-d-a‘ff§rjanft f rgj;;r'nf--'-
“she’ and vice-versa. He can play w:}T méghampa‘i- toys
which has the influence of opening upiihe scientific: mind,
while she plays with dolls, bathing and
A boy is allowed to help his father at re
can only help to cook, something wh:chl
|

Dair works; the girl-
Hoes not open up;,

the scientific mind as does mechaniclaIpﬁ‘ﬁ;uepaws; While the

male is encouraged to explore the ¢

hvironment; to be
adventurous, aggressive and ihquisiti{;?{ the f?mai.e' ISf
dissuaded from same. If she forms anjyof these habits of
beh'aviour; she -is labelled Tom-boy. |I" For.-. fear ‘;of an
unwanted label that may suggest that:there 's something
wrong with her behaviour: the female may r@lel]psle_m her
adventurous spirits. Further, the nurtur:#fglt tralmng given to
females and encouraged in them doeffs, not in any way,
alllgn with the science — for, there IS:;;I_EnOthiﬂgl nurl'tyr“_ant
about science — only inquisitiveness‘-and.‘.‘sexp!oratlon.

In school, the stereotype in the homt? follows.
Different factors within the school Isystﬁ;:m .clzoﬂr:j‘_]‘b{lurje'to pgt'
off the female psychdlogicaliy from thei‘{jf:scrgrj‘c_e_as: -_-G‘raphlc-l-
design of textbooks, pictoral materials, !%;t-era-cy-"stx[e, tﬁ?p.lfj‘s
and examples of scientists 'O'f'note; take on _t.h-e'rlna;s‘cuh:n.e.
form. Characters for modeling for the female in science is
rare. Excelling in the sciences raises eyebrows. lTak_mg.tc;
it is 'tending towards taking the extreme .gf ‘what.:? 1,”;
given. The young girl who has a 'scz'ent:f;;: _f‘fare,‘ [ooks
around her and rarely does she see a femal_e.sm_ence ]
teacher. These coupled with overt comm'entg of _t_eacher.g :‘
and texts have a restrictive effect psychologically on the 5
female.  When experiences within the social ,m'.].’e”"' ;re ‘
imbibed, and the female makes her _decision; Ie
psychological reaction is not only that she m‘oves'far:awa%#

/ a
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from enrolment in sciences she €ncourages other sex

mates to do the same.

Females need o internalize the awareness of how
~

their situation came to be sg, to .'mzz..aa:)k»::,rto-p.ro-sﬁ‘er’»so#utr’o-ri=

1o them. Differentials.in science enrolment is not so much
the -effect of biological make- UP as much as it is the resuit

of social — psychological make up. Courage and tenacity to

uphold one's choice has to come in for the female wha

wants to excel in an area like the sciences.

Parents should “ncourage female wards to fo?lcjw.ﬁ :

their talents through, in he effort to bridge the differentials

in science enrclment. ieachers need to stop all forms of

gender differentials in the curriculum and teaching that
could endanger maximum  female Participation and
enrolment in the sciences. Special training pProgrammes to
facilitate maximum female participation ang enrolment in
the sciences should be adonted.

Research that would focus Specifically on ensuring

aided in every way possible.

Bridgiﬁ*g'_'th_e;,;jif‘feren‘tials in science enrolment ‘and
Career betwéé;h:_:;jh;_e Sexes would also entail a general
encouragement for enrolment in the sciences by both
males -and females, for gg succintly put by Abdullahi
(1991), students generally shy away from the science for
fields, which is believed would give quick financia| rewards
like banking ang finance. Such tendencies need to be
tackled promptly to ensure z further higher percentage of
female enrolment, If 2 new Orientation of what jt takes to
succeed in a male domair: is understood by females, thus
leading to a greater understanding of gender relations, then
females woulg be able to move in chosen professions: the

sciences inclusive, and they would be able to gain the
suUpport of their male folks.

~ atfitude ‘of mind”of the females. ™ Negativism such as the |
de of mind of the females ™ Neg; “
'faégiiuhg of insecurity, body weakness and the dependency

@
|
. W

The differentials in education and profess;pr:z )
between males and females is not only c':iue tc_) daffgren;id ”
in the socialization process but also to the orientation I

i
i

l.i

me m ut off. .
syndrome must be p e ment in Nigeria have
Conclusion- Trends in science enrol g |

combined with other factors like sqcietal perceptiont g; “

weakly females to restrict the aspirat!otij ta%d rig:icﬁ;r;enm.e ﬁi;

” i ' iate : |

les from the sciences. Differen . ]

E:eonr:(?ept and aspirations have been basis for :Em

differentiation in science enrolnpept an%ﬁi(raez;gj::ftnaniﬁ
or ge di ' SCi |

sexes. For gender differentials in ' mentan
' idge hological basis o
career to be bridged, the psyc o
' These would entail mu
ifferentials ought to be tackled. _ i

Se:]::th efforts ongthe part of parents, guardians, teachers an

the Government,

References _ .

Ebdullahi A. (1991). Inflating and E:ieﬂatmg syndromte of
Nigeria’s Science education, Inaugural Lec u;e.
University of llorin, 12" December, 1996.York-

Anastasi, A. (1976). Psychological Testing. New :
Macmillan Publishing Qo L.td. _ -

Berens, A.E. (1972). The Socialization of alchlevem n !

| motives in boys and girls. Unpublished doctora
' ‘ ' ity. |
dissertation. New York_Umvers& . |

Condry, J. (1984). Gender Identity and ;oc:laé;:;)mpetence

e ' 485 —. |
Sex Roles,vol 11,n0 (5/6),p. _
Condry, S.M. Condry, J.S. & Pogatshnik, L. (197?1). EZ?
| Ditferences:A study of the eye of the bi\ Oericén |
Paper presented at the meeting of the Am t H
Psychological Associations, Toronto, August, ;
1978.
Lenny, E. (1991). Sex roles: The measurementlgfhj .
| masculinity, feminity and androgyny. ho!.oc-;ical
Robinson. Personality and social psyc

s

=

.l
RS



; altitudes, Vol 1, i "ément of social
Psychological attitudes Series. San Diego: .
Academic press.

Mills, C.J. (1983). Sex typing and self g

. it ._:J,,a.._Q.Qilﬁmglﬁ,_eﬁacts,p.
- Memory andrésponse L
d 8

Journal of ¢
an Sociaf Vol 45 p, 163-172.
Mowaiye Fagbemi o (2000). A Sury

ey of female
higher degree

Sports. The'Journa
20t angd Re‘search 'V‘c‘it}%ﬁg'

| in"Nigerian
College of Education, Abuja '
). Towards un

derstanding‘women.
» California g

ooks/Co!e_ publishing inc.

Fq

¢
i



