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shittudanladi@@gmail com, 2348055062997
&

Mr, Thrahim Kamaludin Dele
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Abstract

Islamic studies was one of the independent subjects of teaching in the primary and secondary
school until 2012 when the 9-Years Universal Basic Education Curriculum was reviewed and
the subject became a theme among other three themes that form Religion and National
Values. The content of the old curriculum is adopted with some modifications to suit the
objective of the revision. This work investigated the perception of teachers in the concerned
schools regarding the new development. Teachers were randomly sampled from selected
secondary schools in Ilorin and the Federal Capital territory, Abuja. The collected data was
analysed and findings revealed that even though the reduction of subjects to a manageable
size is a welcome idea, Islamic studies is at disadvantage because the objective of teaching

the subject is jeopardised.

et

Islamic studies started with the appearance of Angel Jibril to the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) at the cave of Hira. The first revelation gave him a clue to
what shall be the tools of his mission when Allah commanded him: “Read in
the name of your Lord who created”. Mosques were then used as learning

entres at the time of the Prophet (S.A.W) and Companions were dispatched
to various provinces for teaching and preaching'. The establishment of katat

-

training of pupils as elementary Islamic education took off. Ee B
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Consequent upon the coming of the Christian missionaries in Nigeria, Islamic
Studies had undergone some reforms which include the introduction of some i
secular subjects nto the Arabic and Islamic Schools (madaris) and with -

success 1n this method; more Arabic and Islamic Schools were not only

established but equally recognised by the government. Sequel to this, Nigeria
rose to bridge the dichotomy between product of private Schools and those of
public Schools. In so doing, Islamic Studies is offered as subject in
GCE/WAEC, NECO and Certificate/Diploma courses are offered in Arabic

and Islamic Studies in some Universities of the Nation and the discipline later
became a degree course in Nigerian Universities.
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At around 1984, Nigeria adopted the 6

-3-3-4 education system and a syllabus
for Islamic studies was designed thus:

1. Hidayah (Guidance): issues under this are :The Qur’an, The Hadith
and  Tahdhib (Moral Education)

2, Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence): issues discussed under this are;

?whid ‘ (B;:liet), Ibadah (W orship) and Mu’amalat (Human
- lransactions) This includes Shariah, Marriage, Divorce Cust
~ Children, Inheritance etc, x s S

" Bas i;ﬁu;atimn Curriculum (BEC) (September 2008- August
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ka and positive ethical standards.

m Curriculum was particularly developed for the
ﬁt All (EFA) goals, the critical targets of the
w md Development Strategies (NEEDS), and
5 (MDGs). It was developed in response 10
t, - and globally competitive education that
M Education level are capable to compete

d in terms of knowledge, skills, techniques,

' ‘Iﬁ’ BEC addressed among other things, the
M eradication, critical thinking,
pRSEpiementation of the 9-Year BEC

al Basic Education was dcsngled, the

reduce the number of sub}ects offered by the
on Curriculum (September, 2014 —

Dﬁ thc implementation of the 9-Year BEC
- and national cencerns, the Nigerian

h 2012.” The curriculum was revised

1 of ten (10) subjects in view of the

i overloaded with subjects. Religion

of the ten subjects and it has imbedded
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Studies. Civic Education, Social Studies and Security Fducation. Below 1s the
table of the Upper Basic Education Curriculum

Upper Basic Education Curriculum (Junior Secondary | ) RO
— TR | _ PORMMIRRERAL .

L A il N e i il

» Official Nationa) Language

| & Madnm of Instructionm schoch
| Enghsh Studes ¢ The mbyject pradisposes #self for the mfusion of the following Road Safety Education, [heaster Rk

Reduchon Educ ahon. Coneurmex Education
» Subject mchude Literature - Enghsh

— T ——

» Fundamental dieciphne for scwence and techmlop dﬂ‘f[t'fm'tﬂ
¢ Important of everyday hfe .

e e

m Languages (One Nigeran ‘ S-mookmfmtosdtdmh\ﬁgtmnhnguytobet;ugn

4 MSmdeechdogv(BSD + Each ofthe hsted components w serve asthemes for the Basic Science and Technology Cumeulum

* Bamc saence o Climate changespart of the Basic Saience themne
+ Basx Technology o Disaster Risk Reduction Education and Consuner Education are nfised mto Basie Scierce and

3 ﬂyﬂﬂﬂuﬁm Technology Cumculum ‘
iMT o Create enabling environment forthe subject in all schools by making syrputer avalable m schooks

» Eachofthe listed components will serve as themes forthe Pre-Vocational Studies

o Consumer Educationis mfusedinto Pre-Vocational Studies
» Create enabling environment for the teaching of pre-vocational studies m schools

» Listed components will serve asthemes in the Religion and National Values Cumculum

+ Contents are planned for all children to take Social Studies, Civic education and Secunty Education
themes

o Separate classes shoudbe nun for CRS theme andIS theme

o Consumer Education. Disaster Risk Education and Peace and Conflict Resolution cumcula are mfissed
mto the Civic Education, Social Studies and Secunty Educationthemes

¢ Create enabling environment for the subject m all schools

o Important for preservationof our culturalhentage and fostang creatmvity

¢ Tounsmis a theme m Cultural and Creative Arts Cumculum

» Itis deswable forevery childto have someidea of business enterprise

¢ Enterpnseis treated m Busmess Studies

| ¢ Cmmmonnmm&m Business Studies Curiculum

l""‘" -— - .

J Mathematxs

6. Relgon and National Values (RNV)

oOhin Diigom Slienliben
Studses

| © Socul studses

| = Crexc Education

Scanned by TapScanner



Qur’an and Hadith

This aspect in_ the revised edition of the curriculum specifies that students 11
the upper basic education are to be taught the recitation, memorisation and
meaning of Suratu 'n-Nabai (Qur’an 78) with forty (40) verses in JS 1, Suratul

Jinn (Quran 72) with twenty (28) verses in JS 2 and Suratul Mulk (Qur’an
67) with thirty (30) verses in JS 3.

Under Hadith. st}ldents are introduced to only the meaning of Hadith in their
first year and this comes up in the second week of the first term in the first

year. In the second and third year,- selected Hadith from Al-Nawawi’s

collection are discussed and they include Hadith two, three, six, seven and
eight

Tawhid and Figh

This aspect takes care of the theological aspect of worship such as the

attributes of Allah and the qualities and functions of the Angels and the
Messengers. Equally covered under this section are issues of Islamic

Jurisprudence which starts with pillars of Islam and extents to Salat. Except
for week four of second term JSS 2 where we have an introduction to Sawm

(Fasting in Islam), Fasting, Zakat and Hajj are left out in the Upper Basic
Curriculum for Islamic Studies.

Sirah and Tahdhib

Under Sirah (Islamic history) effort is made to present a brief but
comprehensive biography of Prophet Muhammad from birth to death in the
first two years while in their third year, they are taught brief history of some
Nigerian scholars such as Shaykh Uthman bin Fodio, Shaikh Abdullah Fodio
and Shaikh al-Ilori. In the aspect of tahdhib (Moral teaching), 1ssues to

clude relationship between Muslims and non Muslims,

TR
|
.'. e
£
| \ "

- Tk
wl .
.:."" 1 " ] !

Scanned by TapScanner



_l-lo?v evaluation of students on Islamic studies’. The fac that
'mmgui:':cant, a student may avoid questions on Islamic studies
the subject, a situation that will make students underscor
subject to their life as Muslims. '
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IS NOt sincere in its preparation of the students for th‘
and the tradition of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW).

Zakariyyah, adding to what others have said regarding chaptm
this level, observed that the curriculum is cumbersome. He argu 14
of the topics expected to be covered in a week cannot be covered. lio
example of the ninth week of the first term in JS 3 when students m
taught the reading, explanation and lessons of Hadith 13 and 14 of ﬂ
Nawawi. He said that only two periods are slated for the teaching of lsl&mlc
studies 1n a week and if justice is to be done to these hadiths, the two periods

onllgr be sufficient for the reading and probably explanation of the

Teachers Perception of Teaching Materials

With respect to teaching materials, most of the teachers are of the view that
there is no enough materials that discuss the content of the new curriculum.
Muhibuddin categorically mentioned that the more reason why he has not
M M revised curriculum for use in his school is the fact that there are
no materials on ground that discuss the content of the curriculum directly. He
m that the book titled Islamic studies for junior secondary schools
(Book 1,2 and 3) authored by A,R.I Doi and others which has been in use

ince the inception of UBE simplifies the teaching of the subject than any

mic studies curriculum has undergone different stages of review and
orm and, if mi fm' the recent review which seems to put the subject into
e, devel ﬂm surround it revealed that cognisance is given to i
studies as a study that is practmal onented. 'Illa m
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