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Introduction

China is a country located in Hast Asia, which has the largest
population in the world (abour 1.3 billion persons), while Nigeria is
located in West Africa and it is the largest Africa Country with a
population of about 160 million persons. Although, China and
Nigeria are located on different continents, both countries have a lot
of commonalities which have helped to strengthen their relationship
which was established on 10" February, 1971, However, one unique
similarity berween both countries is the presence of religious conflict
which pose great threats to the process of modernization and nation
building going on in both countries. China and Nigeria have a
profusion of religions which could have been used to foster socio-
political and economic development in both countries, in that,
religious value systems play very significant role in collective selt-
awareness and identity, which draw together individuals, families and
regions, and pull them towards greater self-consciousness needed to
build and animate a nation from within. However, religion is been
manipulated by some unscrupulous clements in both countries, as an
instrument of destruction and disintegration, which threatens the
peace, stability and security of both countries.

Religious crisis in China and Nigeria can be attributed to the rise
im the dslamic activism of the Uyghurs in China and Boko Haram sect
m Nigceria from the 1990s up dill 2015, The Uyghurs (who are the
Turkic minority Muslim who live primarily in the Xinjiang region of
W entern China)y have been perpetrating a lot of religious crisis as a
el of rclivions restrictions and human rights abuses which they

deabpcored o by the Chinese vovernments Alsothe Boko Tharam




Pl wectm Novdhe o Niecria, cany o o o of tevronse il
m the country because of then hatred Tor AWoontern cducation and
indluence, which m thetr view, 15 vesponsthle tor the el cae o
poverty in their region. Both the Uvehuars and Boko Tl ulep
extreme measures to achieve their goals, which culminate i the 1o
of lives and properties.

Against this backdrop, this chapter secks to look ar the vehin
revival in China and Nigeria, noting specitically, the activities o i
Uvghurs in Ninjiang China, and the Boko Haram in North 100
Nigeria. The linkages of these rehgious contlicts on the socio poline il
and cconomic development of China and Nigeria shall al.o 1.

examined.
Conceptual Clarification

Religion

Several detinitions of religion abound as a result of the varen o
religious beliets and organizatons. In view ot this; only the definen
which portrayvs the essence ot this work shall be concepruali o
Religion is a collection of cultural systems and views that estibl 1
symbols that relate humanity with spirituality and sometimes to monl
values. Religion deals with shared beliets and practices; 10 o
eminently social and 1s found universally in every society, tron th
most simple and 1solated, to the most complex and urban. to ol
established societies, religion 18 one of the important instianon |
structures which constitute the total social system. T 1s a prodoce ot
culture and an outgrowth of mans™ activitics since man is the ol
culture bearing creature. Religton is a cultural tool which coalile
man to accommaodate himsclf to his expertence and his covironmc o
(Adega, o/ af, 2009:59). HLLL. Tiscler conceptualizes religion oo
svstem of beliets, practces and philosophical values shaved B
group of people (Okau, 2003:19). OT. Oshadare o o/, posiied ol
religion as a social factor emphasizes cohesion and collective acnon
among members 10 a unitied system of beliets and pracoce vl
to sacred things which unite adherents o asmele moral commmuonn
(Oshadare, e «f, 2005:71).

Religious vadue systems plavveny siembicant rolc m collccny e b

awsreness and sdentty w hieh diraw toecther dcbicred o onalics ool

v

tectons and pall them towards greater selt-consciousness needed to
buald and anmate a nation from within, However, religion can be
manipulated as an instrument ot destruction and disintegration,
which threatens the peace, stability and security of a nation (lithel,
2010:26). This is exacthy the case in China and Nigeria, in that,
rcligion s being manipulated by the Uvghurs and Boko Haram for
the purpose of achieving their aims. This however, culminates into
the destruction of lives and properties which has greatly impeded the

socio-political and cconomic development ot both countries.
Religious Revival in China

China (officially known as the Republic of China) is a country in
Fast Asia, which has one of the oldest civilization in the world. The
name China was given to it by forcigners and it's probably based on

.

the corruption of Qin (pronounced as “chin™y a Chinese dynasty that
ruled during the 3" century BC. According to the 2008 estimate, one-
fifth of the world’s population (1.3 billion people) Tive in China, Of
the country’s inhabitants, about 92 percent ot these are cthnic Flan
Chinese. The Han are descendants of people who setded on the
plains and plateaus of Northern and Central China more than 5,000
years ago, and of people in Southern China who were absorbed by
the Northerners more than 2,000 vears ago and gradually adopted a
shared culture with them. The remaining 8 percent ot China’s
population consist of minority nationalities, such as: Tibetans,
Mongols, Uvghurs, Zhuang, Miao, Y1 and many smaller groups, who
inhabits the sparsely settled arcas of Western and South-Western
China. China has one of the largest land mass (measuring about the
same size as the United States). Beijing, which is located in the North
is China’s capital, as well as its cultural, economic and communication
centre (Clunas, 2008).

Prior to the Maoist era, the traditional religions ot China were
Contucianism, Daoism and Buddhism. People often practiced and
adhered to traditions of all three religions as well as incorporating
varicty of local beliefs into their religious practice. Islam and
Christanity were among the more formal and organized religions
pracuced i Chinag but these faiths had tew adherenes. Atrer gaining

conttol m 120 the Chinese Communist Parvty olfcadlv elimmated
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organised religion. The CCP’s move received little resistance beea
Confucianism is largely secular and because most Chinesc adhaered o
aspects of all three major faiths; thus they lacked strong allcgince 1o
any single religion (Clunas, 2008). However, this situation changad
following the death of Mao Zedong in 1976. The post-Maoist China
witnessed  the emergence of  diverse, encompassing,  of el
unofficial, underground and folk religions. The catalyst for these wa
the Chinese constitution of 1982 which allowed citizens frecdom ol
religious belief and protected legitimate religious activities as defimed
by the state. The growth of religious activities in China can by
ateributed  to modernization. A large bodv  of literatures  on
modernization suggests that this process could transtorm and distup
the existing class structure, ethnic and tribal relations, political powa
structure, and even the value system religions (Lai, 2003). This wa
the case in the post-moist China, and consequently, people embric |
religion because it met their needs for psvchological comfort and
spiritual fultilment, especially in confronting a variety of probleny
inherent in  the modernization  program, including increasine
marketization, rapid social transition and emerging social problen

The five major ofticially recognised religions in China include
Buddhism, Daoism, lslam, Catholicism  and  Protestantiam
Pollowing recent studics on China’s religion, this chapter leaves o
Confucianism from the discussion, largely because in present e
China it exists primarily in form of cthical teachings, rather than
religion per se. In 2005, the State Council passed new Regulations oo
Religious  Affairs,  which Alows  state—registered  rehpion
organizations 1o possess property, publish literature, tram Al
approve clergy and collect donations, but religious freedon s salbnes
universal in China (Albert, 2015). All religious activitics 1 Chin
regulated by the state authority, for instance, the administraton ol
religious affairs, including establishment of official places forworhip:
(mosque, church, and temple, amongst others), traiming ol febionon
clergy, and management of religious activities such as: member g
registration, service organization, and preacher cortficanon 1
2014:0).

Although  religions hehor i China o protected Do
constituatton, Al ey plenee ol i ||"‘l1)|l‘» tenticion pros e Othicror

ot ttane c N rncle oot the conmtmatiosy bt tho o ool th
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People’s Republic of China enjoy freedom of religious beliet. No
state organ, ot public otganization or individual may compel citizens
t» believe 1n, or not to believe in, any religion; nor may they
discriminate against citizens who believe in, ot do not believe in, any
religion...” (Albert, 2015). Nevertheless, the Chinese government
reserves the right to refuse equal protection to any religious group.
The Uyghur Muslims are the worst hit by this situation, in that they
are treated more unfairly than other Islamic groups in China. The
Chinese government tighten their grip on religious activities of the
Uyghur Mushms because of their ethnic and religious affiliations with
neighbouring Islamic countries whom  the Chinese government
accuse of supporting religious extremism in the Ninjiang region. This
situation, amongst others, is the motivating tactor for the religious
conflicts that is being perpetrated by the Uyghurs in Xinjlang
province of China from the 1990s fill date, which culminates in the
loss of lives and properties. The Chinese government also carry out
military reprisals against the protesting Uyehur Muslims as a way ot
curtailing their uprising.

Against this backdrop, the preceding, paragraphs seek to examine
Islamic activism in Xinjiang, as well as, its tmpact on the socio-

p()litica] and economic development of China.

The Rise of Islamic Activism in Xinjiang, Uyghur Province of
China

The Uyghurs are a Turkic minority Muslim who Jive primarily in
the Xinjiang region of Western China (Corradini, 2010:29). Xinjiang
is a Western province that makes up one-sixth of China’s landmass
with a population of 20 million. 1t is rich in mineral and natural
resources and is home to the Uyghurs, the largest cthnic minority
oroup in the provinee, with over 8 million people (Gorrie, J). The
region now known as Ninjiang came under Chinese rule in the 18"
century, when the Qing dynasty conquered the Xinjiang province and
incorporated it 1nto China. Uyghur nationalists organized several
uprisings against the dynasty, which ruled China until the early 20
contury. An Tast Turkistan Srate was brieflv declared in 1949, but
mdependencewar hort lived ater that vear as Mao Zcdong’s torees

Mo Lo e preations by mposing total control over

Vi



\
Nt cttene ot protracted tcreaome thon lonvce i ton e 1l
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death of Mao, the Chinese (¢ Oonstitution of T95 2 oave otticnl - APt
- . - - - - . v . :

to veligious trecdom of the five ottictal reheions i Chioa Tl
Uyvghur Muslims intensified their religious actnvies il

o o

their clamour for an autonomous state. This was o Catalver o ol
cthic, cultural and religious tensions between the Uyvolunre g o

y
Chinese leadership. Although article 36 of the Chinese conean. .,
explicitly allows  “freedom  of religious  beliet™, the € hin
government continue to put harsh restrictions on Uvehure, M.
Uyghurs are Muslims, and Islam is an important part of thein Tl
identity (BBC News, 26" September 2014). Recent religious revie ol
among the Uyghur population developed through unofticial ¢l |
to avoid state control. These unofficial religious OTEaAnIZAtoN' 1,
very capable to attract followers and build mobilizing power (hione
underground religious preaching. The records of recent v ol
incidents” suggest that many attacks were associated with (1
underground organizations and nerworks (1ee, 201 4:0). However
resurgent Islamic cultural and religious identiey is a force w il
(<,hm;1’s ofticially atheistic government cannot cope with, and 1
tz}ct<>1” has been responsible for the religious crisis between 1l
Uvghurs and the Chinese government from the 1990s il date.
Xinjiang is an arca of special concern because of the reeion
cthnic and religious ties to neighbouring states. Xiﬂii:lns“ | oo
“designated autonomous region” in China and it’s also l\'no’\\‘n ;1\5 o
lu1"k1.<rzm, with historical and religious ties to several central Ao
nations. In fact, it shares borders with Mongolia, Russia, Kazakhat.,
Kyrgvzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India, as woll
with Tibet. Uyghur populations are found in some of these counti -
who in recent vears, has been providing greater levels of support
the Uyghurs® separatist’s movement in Ninjiang (Alberr, 2015). T,
Uvghurs view China’s presence in Xinjiang as imperialism ol
identify themselves as belonging to the central Asian sl
Republic more than they do with China. An independene
movement has been in existence since the early 19905, when Uvolun
separatists staged numcrous attacks against Chinese rule over 'Ilu
region. In response  to  those attacks, China  maintained
demographic policy in NXinjiang of migrating cthnic Han Chine .

346

cwhchoes Aot 907 porcent of the € Tuncne populaiony asacmeans of
diephacie Dyohoes and mmmuzang there disruptive intlucnce (Gortie,
o Uhe Flan Chimese then took up the control of the government in
Nrnprnge,and this was also part of the grievances of the Uyghurs, who
feli wade lined in the politics of their region. The “Uyghur problem”
roviewed by China as highly inflammatory since the province borders
e Muslim countries with a history of supporting Islamic militants.
since the September 11, 2001, attacks in the United States, China has
ncreasingly portraved its Uyghur separatists as auxiliaries of al-
Oacda, saying they have received training in Afghanistan (BBC News,
" April 2014). Thus, Uyghur Muslims are placed under the
watchful eves of the Chinese government and the United States and
many of them are also being arrested.

The Uyghurs are in two groups: those who want an independent
Uvghur state and those who realize that it is easier to conform to
raditional Chinese culture. This is probably because, the Uyghur
vouths want to be able to practice their religion without worrying
about persecution, but they also believe that going to Chinesc
schools, wearing traditional Chinese clothing, and living comfortably
with Han Chinese in Xinjiang is more acceptable than constantly
being targeted by the Chinese government. This situation has
undoubtedly reinforced  the Chinese  government’s  efforts to
continue its political and cultural pressure on the Muslim minorities
in Xinjiang. As more Uyvghurs conform to the traditional Chinese way
of life, the government believes that its restrictions are working and
the Uyghur independence movement is getting smaller (Corradini,
2010:29). However, that is not to say the Chinese government has
been able to quell the uprising totally. Religious conflicts
characterises  Past Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), who
according to the US state Department in 20006, are “the most militant
of the ethnic Uyghur separatist groups” (BBC News, 26" September
2014). Although most Uvghurs do not support HTIM, they are
frustrated with the Chinese government because they  face
discrimination for having a different culture than the typically
wealthier Han Chinese.

China’s problems with the Uyghurs have culminated into
numerous outbreaks of rioting and protracted violence with death

tolls in the hundreds. Tensions and instability remain high due to
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Edlines camed ouc by aomcd Uvehioes Nboedimoe o cihaoe T,
Chinese m the pProvince, and o mectme of 200 velnnes b
Japan o publicize ther demand tor idependence, whuchw e o
with condemnation by China (Gorrie, ). Several terrane el
which led to the loss of several Tives and properties have hoon ool
to the Uyghurs. For instance, in 2009 tollowing a larec weale il
rioting in the regional capiral, Urumgi, some 200 people sore Tl
and most of them were Han Chinese. Sccuritv was mcrcancd ol
many Uyghurs detained as suspects. In June 20120 s Uyl
reportedly rried to hijack a plane trom Hotan to Uramqp hefor il
were overpowered by passengers and crew. There was bloodshed
April 2013 and in June that vear, 27 people died in Shanshan o
after police opened fire on what state media desceribed as el
armed with  knives attacking local  government butldimes” v
October 2013 incident where a car plunged into a crowd and Lo
into flames in Betjing’s Tiananmen Square was blamed on N
separatists. At least 31 people were killed and more than 90 soticr
injurics 1 May 2014 when two cars crashed through an Uroneeg
market and explosives were tossed into the crowd. In Julv, € b
authorities said a knife-wielding gang attacked a police station vl
government otfices in Yarkant, leaving 96 dead. The Toan o
China’s largest mosque, Jume 'Tahir, was stabbed to death dave 1
This and many more riots were blamed on the Uvghurs (BBC N
26" September 2014). Although these attacks are tragic, thoy o,
attempts by the Uyghurs to seck the religious treedom forbddon 1
the Chinese government,

The Uyghurs religious intransigence 1s a challenge that € o
leaders have so far been unable to address successtullv, even thou
it has resorted to drastic measures to quell the rise of Islamic actnr g
l'rom  teachers, torce-feeding  Muslim  children  candy din
Ramadan, to bans on religious expression throughout Ninpane, ol
measures have not produced the desired outcomes, rather, it hae ol
succeeded in provoking more violence in the provinee and mcic |
separatists” sentiment. For instance, the ban on fasting of Nuo-lun
civil servants in July 2014, was tollowed by a lot of attacks on il
public which was traced to the Uvghur extremists. This stcuatnion (-
worsens China’s relations with Pakistan, which it suspeci

supporting Islamic radicalism in the province. China 1s also tevine .
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Drine the Nopane s anbir closer 1o Begine, to quell the unresc of s
[ Linie populaton by toree, migration and accommodation, but it’s
vol to reahize suceess. In fact, it has achieved just the opposite. There
i 0o doubt that as economic conditions continue to deteriorate and
Bepme’s oppression of the province escalates, Ninjlang will seek
turther involvement and deeper ties with its Muslim neighbours and
erow more distant from CCP’s authority (Gorrie, ).

It should be noted that, much of the conflicts which were
attributed to the Uvghurs might have been highly exaggerated by the
Chinese government. This is because the Chinese government is
known for its human rights abuses and one cannot ascertain the
authenticity of the information that is being dished out to the world
by the Chinese government because they control the media. The
world only hears China’s side of the story, but there are always two
sides to a coin. That notwithstanding, the Uvghurs insurgency has a
very devastating effect on the Ninjiang region, as able bodied men
who ought to develop the cconomy are being slaughtered by this
Islamic extremists. The destruction of properties made several
petsons homeless. Also, the resources of China which are supposed
to be utilized for the socio-ecconomic development of China are being

diverted to quell this uprising.
Religious Revival in Nigeria

Nigeria is a country in West Africa and it is the largest black
African country. The Name ‘Nigeria was coined by I'lora Shaw (later
Flora Lugard). It refers to the people who inhabit the Niger Area.
Nigeria is a mult-cthnic and multi-religious country with abour 160
million people cutting across the divides of ethnicity and religious
beliefs. Nigeria has three major religions which are: Chrisdanity,
Islam and African Religion. These religions, with an exemption of
African  Religion, proliferated  into the  country  from foreign
countries. Christianity for instance, came into the country through
the activities of the Huropean missionaries who were on a mission to
preach the gospel of fesus Christ to the inhabitants of Atrica which
they labelled as a “dark continent”, and in which Nigeria belongs to.
On the other hand, lslam (the religion of Prophet Mohammed)

proliferated into the area now known as Nigeria trom the Middle
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Foaet, o the trans Saboaran toade Floscever Bl oncd o 1
prommcnce and atacrcd alor of adhorent me Nivcr o ale o
the Sokoto fihad of 1800 swhich was championed Dy Uil T
Fodio. Both Christantty and Islam are monothert velimons and il
activities ot their adherents have impacted e one way o the ol
the process of nation building in the country.

African religion was the main religion of those Tivine i o
present day  Nigeria, prior to the coming of the Fanope o
missionaries. However, modernity has posed acute challenec
traditional religion in Nigeria, and it 1s gradually going o oblivea
in that, it has just few adherents today. This can be actrbuted 1o,
activities ot the Huropean missionaries who viewed Afvican reli
as evil and did cvervthing possible to eradicate it "This was o
through the preaching of the word of God, and by making poopl
believe that if they died they would go to hell fire it they did s
repent and convert to Christianity. The efforts of the missionan.
were consolidated by the Britsh colonialists (colonial rule stuted
1900 and ended in 1960) who destroved the shrines of Ao
worshippers and erccted churches on those sites. Not onlv did il
British colonialists suppress Atrican religion, they also mtrodue |
Western education which in turn helped to erode the Atrican bl
systems and customs in Nigeria.

However, after the attainment of independence in 1960, 1h.
religious persecution by the colonialists ended and all the i
religions were given the right to carry out their religious actinvin
The monotheistic religions of Islam and Christanity enjoved specinl
government protection during the post-colonial era. However ol
claim superiority over and seek to outdo each other in the untoldin.
competition in the number of converts and intluence in nationl
policies. Both religions also experience internal squabbles hetweon
adherents of various denominations or sects. Religious tcnmaon
sometimes lead to serious crisis and disruption of public order, whicl
threatens the peace, stability and sccurity ot the country (hih |
2010:26). However, the most extreme cases of religious ¢ .
those perpetrated by the Islamic Scet “Boko Haram™. P'rony
1990s to 2015, the Boko Haram sect carried out terrorist atiadl
which claimed a lot of lives and properties in Nigeria. Although ih

Nigerian government put in place strict security measures to cuhy ihn
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tcnace . the satuation persists and e has e negative impact on the
octo polincal and cconomic development of Nigeria. Agamst this
Lackdrop, the tollowing pamgraphs seek to examine the Rise of
Limie Activism in North-Fast Nigeria, as well as, its effects on the

Locio political and economic development of the country.
I'he Rise of Islamic Activism in North-East Nigeria

Although, Nigeria has over the years faced a lot of religious crisis,
(he one caused by the activities of the Islamic sect, Boko Haram,
remains quite  unique in - all ramifications. The Boko Haram
insurgency in the North-Fast ceo-political zone of Nigeria, that
originally took the form of sectarian religious violence, have escalated
into terrorist activities with international linkages and atfiliations
making it a relatively difficult nut for the Nigerian government to
crack (Awortu, 2015:213). The Boko Haram is a dreaded Islamic sect
known as “Jama’atu Ahlis  Sunna lid da’awati  Wal-Jihad”
(Congregation of the People of Tradition for Proselytism and Jihad)
(Shuaibu, ¢ al, 2015:254). The Hausa appellation ‘Boko Haram’
signifies its ideology which forbids Western education and any
culture that is Western. Since 1995, the Boko Haram has been
operating under the name Shabab Muslim Youth Organization with
Mallam awal as the leader. However, the leadership of the group
shifted to Mallam Mohammed Yusut, following Mallam Lawal’s
departure to Saudi Arabia for further studies (Babatunde, e/ /7
2014:61).

Boko Haram grew out of a group of radical Islamic Youths whe
worshipped at  the  Al-Haji Muhammadu  Ndimi  Mosque
Maiduguri, capital of Borno State, in the 1990%s. lts lead: v
Mohammed Yusuf, began as a preacher and leader in the vouth wine
of Shababul Islam of Ahl-Sunnah, a Salati group. His Tl
interpretation of the Quran led him to advocate that aspect !
Western education he considered contradictory to the Holy Bool 1
forbidden. While critical of the government, Yusuf was involved
official efforts to introduce and implement Sharia in several Norilv o
states in the early 2000s. The failure to achieve this fully help
explain. Muslim Youths™ anger with government deception

insincerity and the call for a full blown Istamic Revolution. 1%t
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Plocam s pncrpal conlroro cocare o Blnme e m e aonth
that o boheyvod wonld addreas the il ot woacn mchadime cotenpiien
and bad governance. Abu Qagay the proup’s host Enownepol oo
explained that the group’s agenda s o destabibize Nogeroand b
her back to the pre-colonial period when the Shari fw wae poacteed
(Awortu, 2015:214).

However, the movement did not become nulitant vaal oo
when its leader, Mohammed Yusut, was captured by the men o
Nigerian sccurity forces and was later found dead. Consequentd
Abubakar Shekau who assumed the leadership of the group, apphid
a more radical approach to the activities of the group. To buri
this point, BBC online, on 22" June, 2012, stated that the secisdes |
of radicalization and terrorism is perhaps, a functon of the death o
its initial leader and the subsequent clampdown by the st e
taciturn psvchopath, Abubakar Shekau, a Kanurt native who o
boasted *1 enjoy killing any one that Allah commands me (o Lall
way | enjoy killing chickens and rams”. Gilbert posited that the i
leadership turned to the use ot lethal weapons such as: rocko
propelled grenades (RPGs), anti-tank missiles, Improvised Tuxplona
Devices (11Ds), surtace-to-air missiles, armoured tanks, A b
well as machetes and daggers for the purpose ot meting out nn b
to the Nigerian state, which adversely attects  her ccononm
considering the high rate ot loss of lives and propertics (Mo
2015:214).

Although the Boko Haram insurgency is a religious crisi, it il
has some level of socio-cconomic and  politeal  undecron
Considering the high level of poverty in Nigeria, it can he b
asserted that the Boko Haram menace emerged as a result ol oy
in the North, Nigeria is naturally endowed with mineral resonn
and naturally blessed with fertile land that 1s good for both canhnd
food crops and its high potental for induserial and cooncin
development. The discovery of crude oil is an additional advani
to the country as it serves as her major foreign exchange meon
making Nigeria the sixth largest oil producing country in the wel |
However, despite Nigeria’s huge resource endowment, nuone: -
her population wallow in abject poverty (Onuoha, e/ al, 2011
instance, many Nigerian citizens are living below the povarty fine
$1 a day. Statistically, poverey distribution in Nigeria shovwe il
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Faot et Nt o sworst o by thes satoations o metance, Noith

Contial tecords 670, North West records 71170 and North Tuast
vocords 2000 FPhus, it is not out of turn to say that the high level of
poverty e the North-Fast, gave rise to the Boko Haram insurgency
i the region. The Boko Haram sect attributes the high level of
poverty in the North-Hast to the Nigerian government who imposed
W estern education on them and failed to manage the resources of
(he country to their benefits. Thus, in their view “Western Hducation
is a sin”. To support this claim, Ahokegh, observed that “if one
thinks deeply about the rejection of Western education by this
Islamist group, a sense will be deduced. Western education and
Christianity  were introduced  forcefully in - Nigeria through
colonialism as instruments of economic exploitation and socio-
cultural transformation. Since the exit of colonialism in Nigeria, the
citizens continue to suffer its legacies of economic exploitation and
socio-cultural transformation through the existence of an indigenous
exploiting class™. Thus, the resentment of the Boko Haram sect
against the corrupt elites who are products of Western education
became the foundation of the Boko Flaram insurgency (Ahokegh, 1).

Furthermore, the Boko Haram scet took advantage of the
Nigerian government’s inability to provide basic welfare schemes to
criticize Western education and drum up support for their false
Islamic teachings. They exploited the lacuna created by the high level
of unemplovment, non-availability of basic infrastructure and the
general high poverty level in the arca to their benefit through the
strategy of providing some welfare package to the citizenry. bor
instance, they used food and employment to attract youths to their
fold and created the impression that their fundamental lslamic
viewpoint of society organization is better than the Western capitalist
mode of production (Awortu, 2015:215). These  strategy paid
dividends, in that, the Boko Haram gained the support of vouths
whom they recruited as suicide bombers and fighters.

Another catalyst for the rise in the Islamic activism of the Boko
Haram scct is the inability of Northern politicians (who used the sect
to achieve their selfish goals) to keep to their own side of the bargain.
There were attacks and counter attacks by political supporters which
gradually resulted in divisions  within the sect. The death of

Mohammed Yusuf pr«.)\'ided an impetus Lot those ()pposcd to his
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non vrolont approns B i than oo Jdovidan e b
achieve thor amms, beshionld Do noted thar doath of Yt e
rise 1o difterent violent scet groups who construcred atare sarbin
a state” with a cabinet and its own religious police andattacicdimon
and more people. Most of those attracted by the eroup e ictare
from the wars over border in Chad and jobless Niecrnin Y onthy
domiciled in Northern Nigeria, as well as other Tshanie socs motle
Middle-Tast who gives technical, moral and financial suppor o
them.

The Boko Haram has claimed responsibility tor several terron
attacks which claimed a ot of lives and properties, and attracted
attentdon of the international community. From the vear, 2009 0l
date, the Boko Haram in pursuit of their ideology, engage 10 o,
kidnap, bombing and sporadic shooting with disdain and mmpunin,
targeting important national events, public institutions, nun Lot
churches and even mosques. Since 2009, Boko Flaram T
constituted a serious security threat in the Northern part of Nigenn
However, undl June 106, 2011, the onslaught was restricted to il
North-last geo-political zone. The first attack outside the zone wa
the bombing of the Nigerian Police Headquarters in Abuja o
attack was triggered off by the utterances of Hatiz Ringim. the then
Inspector General of Police who threatened to smoke Boko 1L,
out in a press statement on his duty tour in Maiduguri, where the oo
launched an attack. The attack on the Police Headquarier.
followed up with the bombing of the United Nations Office i Ay
on 26" August, 2011 (Babatunde, ¢/ d/, 2014:61). These and 1o
more attacks which were carried out by the Boko Haram scet, Lo o
adverse effect on the socio-political and cconomic developmant o
Nigeria. Since stepping up its activides in 2009, the group hue Ll
over 18,000 people and displaced about 1.5 million people. balhne
by Boko Haram since 2009 are largely responsible for N
decline from 7% of 115 countries in 2012 to 4" of 121 countne
2014 in the Global Terrorism Index (Onuoha, 2015).

[ ¥}
wn
HEN

A Comparative Aonalysis ol the Activities of the Uyehurs and

Bolo aram

ront the toreoing discussion, it is clear thar China and Nigeria
have been experiencing a lot of religious conflicts which have
destabilized the socio-political and economic landscape of both
countrics. At this juncture, therefore, it is imperative to bricfly
justaposc the activities of the Uvghurs in Ninjiang Province of China,
with the activities of the Boko Haram in North-Fast Nigeria.

lirsdy, both the Uvghurs and the Boko Haram, adopt Islamic
activism to achieve their aims. Secondly, while the Uyghurs are
fivhting for religious recognition and the establishment of an
autonomous state, the Boko Haram are fighting for the establishment
of an Islamic state that is free from Western influence. Thirdly, both
the Uyghurs and the Boko Haram sect adopts guerrilla tacties to
further their cause; they make use of weapons of mass destruction
which leads to the destruction of lives and properties in both
countrics; and they carry out their arson and bombings in public
places which culminates in heavy casualty.

Fourthly, both sects get moral and financial support from
neighbouring Lslamic countries, especially from the Middle Fast, as a
result of their ethnic and religious affiliations with those countrics.
Also, these lslamic countries gladly give their support to Islamic
insurgents all over the world because of therr anu-West posture.
Lastly, while the Boko Haram claim responsibility for their actions,

the Uvghurs don’t,

Linkages of religious conflicts on the Socio-Political and
Economic Development of China and Nigeria

There is no gainsaving that the activities of the Uyghurs and
Boko-tHaram from the 1990s dll date, have greatly impeded the
process of modernization and nation building in China and Nigeria,
in that, it has dealt a big blow on the socio-political and economic
development of both countries. In the social spheres, the activities of
the Uvghurs and Boko Haram leads to palpable fear among the
citizenry and high sense of insceurity due to regular loss of life and
damage of propertics and infrastructurcs on account of bombings
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and rcported cecs ot eeaesaatons Ny people e depliced e
cosult of thie coras and they hecome tetoocc e othor commannitie:
[n Nigerta for mstance, the Nigerian ovetnment establebod campe
for the Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) who lose b they T
during the Boko Haram destruction. There is no doubi thar e
migrants will put additonal pressurc on the host communic. m
terms of infrastructure usage and might also act as sccuriy threat 1o
their host communities. Also, the psychological c¢ftect of this crir
cannot be underestimated. The survivors of those attacks are alway:
rraumatised as a result of the shock which they experienced, as wll
as the pain of secing people being blown into pieces by bombs.

liconomically, the religious conflicts in China and Nigeria have o
lot of negative impacts on the development of both countries. fn the
first instance, some of the able bodied men and women, as well o
intellectuals who are supposed to help in the development of the
economy of both countries are being murdered by the day. Also, (h
resources which are supposed to be utilized for the development ol
both countries are being diverted towards solving the menace of thi
relivious  insurgency. The destruction of government propertic:.
makes it impossible for development to take place in those regron:
because the more the government put in place infrastrucoarl
facilities, the more it gets damaged. IFurthermore, the Islamic activiean
of the Uvghurs and Boko Haram in Ninjiang, China and North 1.
Nigeria scare away investors who could have invested in key arcas o
the economy (since no investor preter to invest in a crisis riddon
nation). In Nigeria for instance, most of the foreign investors
scared of investing in the country because they believe they miehi
lose their investments to the attacks of the Boko Haram terroriste v
well as their lives. The curfews which are imposed by the governmici
as a result of the incessant terrorist attacks, prevents people from
going about their daily activities, theretore, causing a dechne
cconomic development of this regions.

Politically, the insecurity situations in Xinjiang, China and Nouod
[<ast Nigeria have dented the image of both countrics m ih.
intcrnational arcna, in that people are scared ot travelling 1o the-.
regions for fear of death. Also, 1t has helped to worsen the diplon
relationship between the government ot these regions and then

international counterparts. I'or instance, most toreign countrics s
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VE e oo e torronet e thioy orcan thene s e e e
e hgccred to ancrccany checkowhenever they e tean ellimge
to other comnties. Also, the Chinese governmment accuse soni
ncighbourme countries ol supporting Islamic activism in Ninjiang,
and this situation has worsened China’s relationship with thosce
countries, 1t is imperative to note that, in Nigeria, some greedy
politicians make use of the Boko Haram sect for the selfish interest
and they also provide financial support for the sect. This factor 1s
responsible for the inability of the Nigerian government to be able to
properly  quell this  insurgency,  thereby, making  them look
competent.

It is imperative to stress that one of the factors responsible for
the inability of the Nigerian government to put an end to the Boko
[laram insurgency is corruption. Most of the ofticers, who are
charged with the responsibility of purchasing arms and ammunitions
for the military, use the situation as conduit pipe for fraud and
misappropriation of fund. They siphon the money meant for the
purchase of arms, and purchase cheap and substandard weapons
which cannot match the sophisticated weapons being used by the
Boko-Haram sect (Fgana, 2015)

All the aforementioncd salient issucs are the socio-political and
economic impact of the religious crisis of the Uvehurs in NXinjiang,
China and the Boko Haram of North-last Nigeria, on the
development of China and Nigeria. Although, the Chinese and
Nigerian governments have tried their best to suppress these
uprising, the situation persists till date. However, if this scourge is not
checkmated, it will have a devastating effect on the economy of both

countties.
Conclusion

From the forgoing discussion we can deduce that, religious
contlicts in China and Nigeria was a “frustration aggression
hypothesis” on account of religious restrictions and the influence of
Western education in China and Nigeria respectively. In view of this,
rather than religion being used as an instrument of socio-political and
cconomic development in China and Nigeria, it was manipulated by

the Uvghurs and Boko Haram as an instument of destruction and
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drantcvraton, whoch thrcancned he P tabaliey ad ool
Brosth covnties trony the 1990, ap tll 200 e, Bapter aevaonad thoan
rehpious conthers m China and Niecra can be atmbored oo crhin
rivaley, religious bigoy and poverty and these Tas orealy tnpcded
the socto-political and cconomic devdlopment of hoth counne
This crisis which culminates in the Toss of lives and propertes st
bane ot underdevelopment in Xinjiang, Uvehur provinee in €l
and North-East Nigeria, in that, no sustainable development ¢
thrive in a crisis ridden environment. Despite the measures put
place by the Chinese and Nigerian governments to curtail this crise.
the situation persists and if no concrete measure is put i place 1o
revamp this situation, the crisis will act as a canker worm that will ¢
deep into the fabrics of the national economies of both countrics. 1
1s Instructive to stress that, the current high level of religious crisis i
China and Nigeria is not insurmountable. The situation can
revamped if the governments of both counties adopt the followine
recommendations:

Firsdy, the government of the People’s Republic of China and
the Federal Republic of Nigeria should extend their bilateral relation..
to include  security cooperation, so  that both  countries  can
consolidate their effores in the fight against insurgency and insccurin
in China and Nigeria, so as to achieve quick and concrete result, sine
“two good heads are better than one”. Also, they should put in plac
pro-active security measutres that will help to cradicate this menac
once and tor all.

Secondly, the Chinese and Nigerian governments should pui iy
place measures that will help ro improve the standard of living o
their citizens. Poverty has been attributed to be one of the causcs ol
cthno-religious crisis, since “a hungry man is an angry man’
Theretore, the governments of both countries should look for wan -
to cradicate poverty and create emplovment opportunities tor il
vouths because an “idle mind is the devil’s workshop”,

Thirdly, religious leaders should stop the wrong interpretation of
religious texts and Holy Books, so as not to spark up excessn
patriotism, which in turn culminate into religious extremism. Alao,
religious leaders should preach religious tolerance to their adheronie.

so that they can live peacetully amongst themselves.
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Foathiv, the covammaont of both countie. <hould crcate
Pt tor the Teads l\|11]) ol the vanous H'|1;UH115 to mect and discuss
wavs mowhich rehicious erisis can be abated and propose ways in
which all the various  religions can live  peacefully amongst
themselves. Furthermore, the Chinese government should try and
improve their human rights record and grant the Uyghurs more
participation in the government of their region, as well as religious
freedom. Also, the Nigerian government should always pay close
attention to security issues in the country, because if they had tackled
the Boko Haram menace before it escalated, the country wouldn’t
have expetienced incessant killings and destruction of properties.

Lastly, all culprits must be severely punished to act as deterrents
to others irrespective of their societal status. In Nigeria, corrupt
public officials who are involved in corruption and politicians who
are sponsors of the Boko Haram sect should be punished, so as to
rid the country of those who are agents of underdevelopment and

security threats.
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