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PREFACE

Abook on the foundations of education, with particular
reference to Nigeria, is long overdue and lecturers in the various
fields of education in the Department of Educational Foundations
have fulfilled this need with the publication of Foundations of
Education,

This book contains a lot that will provide intellectual
stimulation to students. If this happens (and it is likely to happen),
then the department would have achieved its objective. The
authors are experienced lecturers who have good claim and
authority to disseminate knowledge through this medium.

This publication is both educative and challenging. It
raises many issues, which will no doubt stimulate discussions
and debates in anci outside the classroom.

This publication is another manifestation of our
Department's policy of book publishing. It is the fourth in the
seriesoftexts published in the last three years.Our journal,NIJEF,
has also been recently resuscitated.

I recommend Foundations of Education to our students
and education students elsewhere in the country.

CO. Daramola,
Ag. Head, Department of
Educational Foundations.
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EDITORIAL FOREWORD

It is a singular privilege and honour for me to present a
foreword to this first edition of .Foundations of Education, a
publication of the Department of Educational Foundations,
University of llorin. The volume was put together by the lecturers
in the Department to assist our students with materials that could
enhance their understanding of basic issues in educational
foundations.

The Department of Educational Foundations, has, in the
last five years, evolved a deliberate policy of book publishing.
This is in consonance with the University policy forbidding the
sale of handouts. We believe that published books .like the
present one, would stimulate students and develop in them the
love of learning.

This edition readily recommends itself. It covers the major
areas that make up the foundations of education history,
philosophy, sociology and psychology. The chapters serve as
concise introductions for the initiate and refreshing summaries for
the experts. But perhaps the greater appeal of this book is the
deliberate attempt by the authors to assure the originality and
relevance of their presentations.

I wish to recommend this edition of Foundations'Ato
the education student. Iam sure you will enjoy going through it in
spite of the little lapses that the careful reader will no doubt spot.

S.A. Jimoh
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CHAPTER FIVE

EDUCATION IN POST - INDEPENDENCE
WGERIA(1960-PRESENT)

3Y

OYELADE.F.(PhD)

introductory imoWes adiscussion of history of education
in Nigeria from 1960 to 2002. it features history of education in
Nigeria at the primary, secondary and tertiarv levels.

'rima7n"U60 Nigeria had three regions; the Northern region,
.he Western region and the Eastern region. The Western region
-.ari universal Primary education :rom January 1955 till 1960s'though the eachers" were insufficient and many of them were
"'nqual ied There was large enrolment or children in the schools,
n?960 over one million children were enroileo which meant over
90% of he chiioren of primary so;icol age in that region (Fafunwa
1974 p168 The Eastern region also iauncned its own universal
primary' educator, in February 1,67 but nao alot ot Problems in

8 which -esulted in the closure of many of the
00ls»(Fafunwa, 1974p. 171). The prooierns were largeiy

financial and there was opposition from owners or some schoolshat we eTak ,n over ov the government. These problemsforced
he region to modify its universal education programme such that
^featured "a three-year, non-fee-paying system and athree-year
fee oalo system based on assumed local contributions
Fafunwa! 1974, p.173). This form of parte universal primary

education was in operation in Eastern region till 1966.
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0h„m«I r*2!tham1 region did not °Perate universal primaryeducation at the per.od that the Western and Eastern Liore
were making efforts to run universal primary education TOs was
because pract.cally all the primary schools in the north (and
these included the voluntary or missionary schools) were
financed by public funds" (Fafunwa 1974, p. 174) In 1962 the
Northern region passed an education'law:

establishing a partnership between
the government and the voluntary
agencies in an attempt todevelop a
public system of primary education
in which the government would be
the leading partner with the Minister
of Education having the overall
responsibility for the promotion of
primary education (Fafunwa, 1974
P-175).

The various regional governments of the North West
East and later Mid-West were directly involved in the primarO
education that was in operation in the regions in 1960s- until *he
time of the military coup of 1966. Asa result of the coup, there was
military take over of governments in Nigeria. Consequently in
1967, the federal military government divided the four regions into
twelve states - each state having its own military governor and
civilian commissioner of education. All primary schools in Nigeria
then became the responsibility of the state (Fafunwa, 1974, p.

in 1969 there was a National Curriculum Conference in
Lagos, to determine the goals of education in Nigeria as the
curriculum offerings. This led to asearch for anational philosophy
ofeducation that would influencethe course of



education in Nigeria at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels.
At the national conference, primary education was cons dered to
be education for life, and for preparation for vocational training
(Adara^lTJ^J**^ launching 0f universal
primary education when the head" of the military government a
Uiattime (General Olusegun Obasanjo) declared, on Sep ember
6 1976 hat primary education would be made free nationally.?nus primal eduction was free nationally for the first time in
September 1976 and it remained so until 1979 when crvihan
adminTstration took over from the military government.lubseqterifiy various states according to their political leaning
fmolemented or refused to implement free primary education. It
SuTbe noted that states that were formerly in the Western
Son continued to implement universal P"™ry educator.
S thte period, and even universal secondary and universal
terUaryed^cation^ ^ ^
government and military governments. Currently we have a

reBimB,|n119S General Ibrahim Babangida .the heari of the
Primary Education Commission. It is supposed to ^ersee the
general operation of primary education in the country and make
^commendations to the federal government

In 1999 Obasanjo became civilian President of Nigeria
and he once again launched national free primary education and
erfenaed The universal education to the Junior Secondary
iStedescried this as Universal Basic Education (UBE).
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IdtationinNiger ""* °f ^ and ^ s°«^
The education is free, although it is not absolutely free a-?pupils have to pay for their uniforms and some oKarXEtate

ed caL9nenaTly t bi9 "*'to, ParentS- There is 9re*S3to
national a ' SeCondary sch°o1 level*

The federal government pays teachers' salaries builds
classrooms and is responsible for general control of educafion
wtfh IT ? Sa,y 'hat!he State 9°v^nments have nothing to dowith the education of pupils at the primary level. The state
governments are also responsible, to certain extent, for the
finances; the state ministries of education also supervise schools
in the various states, there are state primary education boards
and some other manifestations of responsibility on the part of the
states.

This is a good development for Nigeria; and the federal
government is implored to continue in this good direction,

Secondary Education
In 1960 Nigeria had secondary grammar schools, and

secondary technical, vocational, and commercial schools The
secondary grammar schools prepared students for tertiary
education - although many of the products went into vocational
training and employment after education. The secondary
technical, vocational and commercial schools prepared students
for middle-level employment. The secondary grammar school
was the most popular with literary and academic subjects that
included: English, Mathematics, History, Geography, Religious
Knowledge, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Fine Art, and French
(Osokoya, 1989, p.91). The schooling was for five years The
students could proceed to the sixth form after the five year
grammarschool programme, and then unto the university

46



In 1969 there was a national curriculum conference that
discussed national goals of education in Nigeria as well as the
necessary curriculum offerings, and implications for the
educational system. The national curriculum conference
criticized the secondary grammar school programme and
recommended comprehensive secondary school programme
instead. This would feature literary, academic, technical and
vocational subjects. This was adopted by the I ieral government,
and gradual implementation of the compre' ensive secondary
school programme was begun with the establishment of the
Aiyetoro Comprehensive High School near Abeokuta, and the
Comprehensive High School in Port Harcourt- as pilot projects.

The recommendations of the 1969 National Curriculum
Conference included change in the years of secondary schooling
as well as the curriculum offerings. Thus the new comprehensive
secondary school would offer literary and academic subjects plus
technical and vocational subjects like: Economics, Accounts,
Typing, Shorthand, Business Methods, Cookery, Agriculture,
Fine Art, Electronics, Technical Drawing, and Metal Work. The
years of schooling would also change from five years to six years
(three years of junior secondary schooling and three years senior
secondary schooling). Thus, the sixth form classes would no
longer be needed.

The 1969 National Curriculum Conference

recommendations were used as guidelines for the 1977 National
Policy on Education - the document that contains Nigeria's policy
on primary, secondary and tertiary education. The 1977 National
Policy on Education was revised in 1981 and revised again in
1998. But the curriculum offerings at the secondary school
continued to be; literary, academic, technical and vocational
subjects. And the years of schooling continued to be: three years
at the junior secondary school, and three years at the senior
secondary school. At the end of the six
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years, students could proceed into the tertiary institutions (like
Colleges of Education, Polytechnics and Universities) after
passing entrance examination into the institutions.

In 1982 some states commenced the implementation of
the six-year secondary education (three in the junior secondary,
and three in the senior secondary) and presented students for the
Senior Secondary School Certificate Examination in 1988. Some
other states could not present students for the Senior Secondary
School Certificate Examination until 1990. Other states could not

present their own students until 1991 (Osokoya, 1995, p. 103).
Thus, the implementation of the 6-3-3-4 system of

education (six years in the primary school, three years in the
junior secondary school, three years in the senior secondary
school, and four years in the university) began gradually and
piecemeal. The secondary school stage (3-3) did not start until
1982 and it continued piecemeal.

The West Africa Examination Council that has been in

existence before independence conducts secondary school
certificate examination for the secondary school students; but in
1999 the federal government established the National
Examination Council (NECO) to conduct secondary school
certificate examinations too. Thus in June/July 2000, the National
Examination Council conducted its first Senior Secondary School
Certificate Examination. This was conducted with remarkable

success. The National Examination Council has also now begun
(in 2002) to conduct secondary school certificate examinations
for private candidates.

By virtue of the launching of the Universal Basic
Education by President Obasanjo in 1999, primary education and
Junior Secondary education are nowfree nationally.

The products of senior secondary schools get into the
tertiary institutions (Colleges of Education, Polytechnics and
Universities) mair .,y tnrough entrance examinations conducted
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by theJoint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB). The
students must have also passed their senior secondary school
certificate examination-with credits in relevant subjects.

The Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB)
was set up in 1977 by the federal government on the
recommendations of the National Universities Commission; and
in October 1978, the Nigerian universities registered the first set
of JAMB-admitted students for three-year a,id four-year degree
programmes (Fafunwa&Aisiku, 1982, p. 225).
The 6-3-3-4 system of education is commendable, but more

emphasis should be given to balanced education for the
balanced development of the school children and the Nigerian
society.

Teacher Education
In 1960, the three regions, North, West, and East, had

various categories of teachers: grade III, grade II, grade I, and
some with higher qualifications. Majority of the teachers were
however uncertificated, unprofessional teachers (Fafunwa, 1974
,pp. 169-173). The number of grade ill teachers' institutions
reduced between 1960 and 1973 and the grade 111 teachers'
institutions were eventually phased out in the process of
improving quality ofteachereducation by various governments of
the federation (Fafunwa&Aisiku, 1982, p.217).

The Ashby Commission, 1959, submitted its report on
'Nigeria's needs in the field ofPost-Secondary School Certificate
and Higher Education over the next twenty years (1960-80)'in
1960. It found that most of the teachers in service were
uncertificavxl and unqualified for the job and recommended that
the Nigerian government should embark on massive teacher
education for the promotion of quality education of pupils and
students at the primary, secondary and tertiary institutions.

Ineffect, in1961, University College Ibadan started a
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one-year Associateship course for selected Grade II teachers
who were to assume headship of primary schools after their
education (Fafunwa,1974, p. 199). With the support of UNESCO
the federal government and regional governments also
established five Advanced Teacher Training Colleges (ATTC) in
1962; and students that were admitted into the colleges were
given financial assistance by their respective governments
(Fafunwa, 1974, p. 201). At the university level, education of
graduate teachers was launched in 1960. In 1968 the federal
government launched a crash programme for the education of
2000 graduate and Nigerian Certificate of Education (NCE)
teachers annually for five years. This was with the view to
promote adequacy in the supply of teachers in our schools. The
student teachers in the crash programme received scholarships.

The federal military government was also fully responsible
for the finance of the education of teachers for the Universal
Primary Education Scheme launched in 1976. And so secondary
school leavers and similar category of people were educated
freely at various teachers' institutions (Grade II Teachers'
Colleges, Colleges of Education, and Universities) between 1973
and 1975 (Fafunwa &Aisiku, 1982, p. 217); and between 1976
and 1979.

By 1973 there were thirteen Colleges of Education; and by
1979 there were thirty-five Nigerian Certificate of Education
(NCE) institutions (Fafunwa &Aisiku ,1982, p. 217).

Teacher education continues to flourish in the country, with
each passing year. But the student teachers are no longer
enjoying government subsidies, and scholarships as before. This
is probably because there are very many teachers now in the
Nigerian labour market, Many teachers are even unemployed. It
issad to note that pupil-teacher ratio is high, and student-teacher
ratio is also high at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels of
education in the country. This makes the
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work of teachers difficult. Yet the governments are reluctant to
absorb manymore teachers into teaching.

The current Nigerian governments should however be
commended for improving the* conditions of service of teachers.
Teachers' salaries have been improved as well as their staff
development programmes. More facilities are also provided in
theschools. The governments are implored to please struggle to
do-more: adequate number of teachers as well as good Quality
teachers are necessaryfor good education ofthepeople.

Tertiary Education
in 1960 the Ashby Commission submitted its report on

"Nigeria's needs in the field ofPost-Secondary school Certificate
and Higher Education over the next twenty years (1960-1980)."
And the Commission noted that there was nee'd for expansion in
primary, secondary and tertiary education in the country. The
expansion would be in terms of number and quality of pupi.s,
students, teachers, programmes, and facilities, such as to cope
with the anticipated development in Nigerian economics, poiitics,
culture, and so forth. Thus the Nigerian College ofArts. Science
and Technology with branches in Zaria, Enugu and Ibaoan
should be absorbed into University system. The University of
Ibadan should be autonomous: the establishment of University of
Nigeria 'Nsukka should besupported by inefederal government;
universities should run courses in various disciplines (including
education, agriculture, medicine, engineering, law, commerce!
and so forth); there should be a university in the North; the
Nigerian universities should be independent of each other; and
there should be a National Universities Commission.

The Nigerian government adopted the recommendations
of the Commission with the view to even improve upon the
recommendations (Fafunwa, 1974, p. 156).
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iHK?^'B^sri£5inZana in 1962 andtheZana branch of the Nigerian Colleoe of
Arts, Science and Technology was Incorporated into th°
veS^?y8tfhm- VniVerSity °f lfe was establi he" the sameyear (i 962) on the site of Ibadan branch of the Nigerian College c~
Nigerian "Staff JS-"^ the ibadan ^chSheNigerian College of Arts, Science and Tec, noloov ««
incorporated in the University of Ife system. The un J°sity (now
Zr^T\Z0uniVerS^ ,m0Ved t0 itS P-manem s!e itql? V9h6J- ,The Un'vers,ty of Lagos was also established in
DecemberwrT °fJ.baQan DSCame autonomous inuecember 1962 (rafunwa, 1974, p. 156)
1Q«9 .ThS Nati°nal Universities Commission was established in
finfn T* thS affaifS °f Nigenan Universities in terms 0finance, staffing and courses offered.

The University of Benin was established in 1971 Th=Universes of Jos, Calabar, Maidugun, and Sokoto became 2,"
fledged universities in 1975. Universities of llorin Port Harcou
and Bayero, which were university colleges in 1975 became
autonomous universities in 1977. oecame

Several universities, colleges of education an"
polytechnics have been established since the report of he Ashbv
Comm,ss,on Today, we have more than forty un^ereftiesin
Nigeria including federal government universites sfa e
government universities, and universities owned by pr^ate
individuate and missions. There is freeoom to esteblisr
educational institutions in Nigeria today, indoleteriar
??X!V?fLU ?"S- But the institutions'̂ ve to confo mwl nthe standards laid town by organs of the federal government n
charge of co-ordinating the establishment and runningTf such
educational institutions. y ul sucn
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The organ of the federal government that oversees the
establishment and running of Colleges of Education in Nigeria is
the National Commission for Colleges of Education, established
in January 1989, The organ of the federal government that
oversees the establishment and running of Polytechnics and
Colleges of Technology in Nigeria, is the National Board for
Technical Education established in 1977. And the organ of the
federal government that oversees the establishment and running
of universities in Nigeria is the National Universities Commission,
established in 1962.

Manytertiary institutions ofeducation are nowestablished
in Nigeria. This is good; it augurs well for the progress of the
nation in terms of socio-political, economic, and cultural
development. The governments should be commended for this.
But many of the products of the tertiary institutionsare not getting
employment. Besides, there is increase in moral decadence in
the socio-political milieu. The governments and the people
therefore need to gear up efforts to arrest the situation.

It is suggested that federal government's efforts in
promoting the 6-3-3-4 system of education with more emphasis
on science and technology (see p. 33 of Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1998) should be reviewed, so as to give greater
recognition to the development of morals in our educational and
socio-political milieu.

•
•
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