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Abstract
This papcr examined the nexus between natural resources and the border
dispute between Nigeria and Cameroon. The study specifically
investigated the causes and consequences of the conflict between the
rwo countrics on  the socio-cconomic lives of their citieens. The paper
relied on logical evaluanon of secondary data gencrated from the re-
analysis of ex1sung literature. Findings from the study ndicated that the
conflict issue between Nigena and Camesoon revolves around dispute
over the control of the Hakassi peninsula as both countries laid claim to
s ownership because of its mich oil :i-_epnf.hu and its indispensability as
the economic lifeline of the Bakkas indigenes. T_h-n conflict over the
imposed SOCIO-CCONOTMIC hqd:hrg, especially on the
Nigenans living in the ald and new Bakassi F':mrmqh. I'he border
dispute was largely managed thro ugh _thc _a—:l;udlcﬁuu_n of the
Inecenagonal Court of Justice (1C1). which }'Ilnmml]l favoured Cameroon,
but which has greatly de-escalated the ct_:nﬂm between :?-..-.- mrt; c‘:r}mm-:n
‘The study recommended that the socio-cconOmic lives of Nigerians
Camerponiand, who were dislocated by the outcome of the judical
. \ improved wpon with credible re-settlement
P:u;p,“m.' lhﬂ“ldmhr ::m'z at while both countries should
P i i i hance the sustenancc
continue to adhere 1© the judgement of the IC) o en “'rlu' o
of pun:ful ch-existence currently being enjoyed within

pcui.n sula

prninﬂll: has
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Introduction

Africa is blessed W |
overwhelming importance for ‘he survival of human race across the world

While resource like oil is used as exported lubricant for many industres in
_dvanced countries, other resources, including coal and gas are used largely
for domestic purposes. Apatt from their relevance to human existence, all
other living creatures depend on African natural resources for their survival
reproduction, growth and development. Thus, water SUpports the life system
of vegeration, animals and birds while African natural resources have been *
ased to sustain the very complex interaction between living things and non-
living things within the continent and be}rund. However, because of its
cichness and its contribution to the survival of human race, there have
been intense struggle and scrambling for the control of Afncan resc
right from the colonial exploitation up to the post colonial African setung
that has witnessed the enthronement of powerful African state and non
state actots to gain improper access to natural resources of other natid
and profit from it which ar tmes lead to border conflict, as Wwitn¢
between Niger and Chad and berween Moroceo and Algesa. R bel gt
i particular have illegally mined African natural resources to
war as witnessed in Sierra Leone and Democratic Republi of C
diamond and Colta were illegally mincd respectively by bel:
against the government. Apart from rebel incus ion, Aft
e cotond i S
resources for its exclu

2007). In most cases, several factors are respor
or the control of nanuml fesoucces; ‘chpecial

ith abundant natural resources, which have

Ve

s
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mulitary ng_grl:uic?rm and tribal squabbles in the area (Nigeria-Cameroon
Boundary Eunmmm.zﬂqﬂj. The robust diplomatc relations berween the
rwo countnes was also strained over 1ssues relaung to thewr 1,600 kilomerre
Bakkasi boundary, which extends from the Lake Chad region to the Bakassi
Peninsula. Amongst the issues of contenuon were the nght of ownership
over the oil-rich land and sea reserves, and the fate of the local populanon
in the boder re-adjustment programmes beraeen the two countnies. The
interest over the ownership of Bakassi by Nigeria and Cameroun began
immediately they both discovered that the peninsula has a huge reserve of
crude oil. It was only then that the two countries started making serious
claims and counter-claims over the terrtory. Thus, the dispure 15 not only a
product of redefininon of geographical boundary by the colonial powers
but also a product of cutthroat competiton for resource allocation and
control.

“The focus of this paper is to asscss the causes and the consequences of
the dispute between Nigeria and Cameroon over the Bakassi perunsula,
and the implications of the adopted conflict management mechanism of
mmmmwwtﬂf*ﬂ“hﬂwﬁ

ier (2003) define natural resources a3 matenals that

occur natugally with minimum hurman efforts, which are uschul o hu:mn
beings. Such resources include water, air, hnd_. forests, fish and wildlife,
topsoil, and minemals. The resources are classified as rencwable or non-
renewable asscrs In most Cases, renewible resources such as cropland,
forests, and water can be replenished over nme by natural processes and
when nat over-used are indefinitely sustainable. Hn;llrnermcw.lhh: rES0UECEs
such as diamonds, minerals, and oil are found in finite quanttics, and ther

valuc increases dwandle.
- g s broad, the categorzations

Because the concept of natural resources _ _
parural resources can vary among disciplines. Other
trALCgIC AW materials, sources of

. and biological resources, energy
mineral resouUICEs, soil resources,

and defimuons of
CALCROTY of natural
energy, shared water resOUrces, and food
' food fesources, land resources,

and water resources. i .
According [© Bekker (201 3. patural resources are :
the m-:itr_:rd:ilginurﬁi of income generanomn. [:_lﬂdﬂp:ng countries tend 10
ﬁ;pmdmmnmmnlmnurm:uﬂrwp i
:JHEII individuals depend on these mm.irml Eiiﬁmh;:
estimated that half of the world's population remal
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mmunities depend upon, land minerals,

| B
dernize economucally s often

natural resources; many rural <o
and nmber as their main sOUrCes of noom

A developing country’s abidity o mo ;
dependent on access 0 natural resources. For mnsrance, u-;ltll:' 15 essential
for both the agriculure and manuficruring sector as lack of clean warer =
for the labour force can drastically inhibat a country’s economic growth.
Some natutal resources play a central cale in the well-being of the loal
community by conmibuting to their socio-economic development. MNamral :
resources, both renewable and non-renewable, that are controlled by ,
state (which is the case in most developing countries) are used as exports by
the government to obtain foreign exchange earnings and power. Devele -::_:-
countries have established an industrial infrastructure that relies heavily on
imports of natural resources, and muneral-nich countries are posinone
supply that demand. Many of these resources have great value 1 "
global marker, which allows the developing countnes in pnﬂm
resources to be active participants an the international economic §)
The best example of developing countries organizing to control their own
fate through natural resources are members of the Organization
Peolcum Exporting Countries (OFEC), which works to protect the intere
of oil-producing countries whule maintaining stable oil prices and red
the potential for conflict (Blake, 2008). Resources such as land, wate
umber (forests) usually have histoncal and cultural significas ;
the home of ancient civilizanons, historical ltﬁl:hﬂ |
These tesources are part of the identity of a el :' -t-
which such people hold a powerful sense of artachment to having
their labouc and swest fontn o . o
terntonal clams over demarcation of 4 rerritornal
bordering states or a2 land area berween their horders
ﬁ"""’ while Horzole (2004) agreed that Bugder dispuen

wortal or boundary clam existing hhm"&_ml,_ ,_.

i "'1-!_' i

State i the
while Calgan (2013) asserty thar
Afncan politics due o theiz "H;ﬂ-ﬂ Jtes are

'lﬂ'llﬂhtmmuﬂ_ >
Mmanages ity mnﬁqiﬂmp'w:‘;'f:m-
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Three processes identified for drawing boundary lines according to the
author are allocation (political division of a terntory), delimitation (selection
of a specific boundary site for data purposes) and demarcation (marking
of the boundary on the ground through placement of pillars and beacons,
fences and cutting of vista across the forest). Eboh (2015) considered the
characteristics of borderland and African borderlands and concluded that
border consists of location, which represents the distance of the border to
the political capital of the country and how Government machineries
function in relation to borderland areas and her population. The border
also has interactive patterns of intersrates relations across border issucs
and interactions among neighbouring population in the borderlands despite
the parnal or full existing restricuons of certain categories of people to
cross the border. Potential conflicts and fighung over territorial boundaries
over the strategic importance to the borderland is another characteristic of
the border. An overwhelming presence of secunty organizations citizens’
disloyalty to his country and excreise of sovereign rights are
equally important characreristic of the border. A border also has
ransnational features with respect o 1S roles as territonal, culmral and
economic zones for regional integration, stability or conflicts).

Boundary politics therefore brings to fore, the utliry and definition of
(dispute and crises) as a contradiction ansing from perceptions,

and tendencics.

loyalty or

conflict
behaviours, ph:nu:mna

Review of Related Literature
fuelling conflicts within and berween

Narural resources have been .
typically take the form of reenitorial

Afncan countrics. Such conflict siruations |
disputes over the pumumn of oil-laden border accas, factional struggles

the leaders of oil rich countries, and major inter-sate WS over the
control of vital oil and mineral zones (Klare, 2014). The dispute over the
Bakassi Peninsular berween Nigeria and Camcroon 18 not only the product
of redefinition of boundary by the colonial powers but more of a product

g + in which the
. ;ndclnhﬂt'md:uun:ndnmdﬂluqmw
it o=t | the ancient kingdom of Calabar haunted the

pr:-cul::mml history of king g i {Eﬂﬁm.gﬂ-“:ll
the issue of idenbty and power play :n
Bakassi, which according to the ' i in?c:;u“:;“th":
“‘MBJ;‘E the border quesdon, from the level of the commumnity

state and external levels.

unleashed by the p e
the struggle to control resources. Dr

ve alwiys ln‘.‘.‘ﬂil‘l.llmd
(2008) explained thar
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: discovered oil for Cameroon in the
th.]'. R GE.:F‘? rc:i:‘: ?nﬂll;i;'é Flint (2008) also explained that thjs
ET!:;::}:':IE:::SZ th:: :f:lkcs over the hitherto ill-defined Snrstmne border
Leaders of both sides saw the need to hasten the settlement of vestenng
border disagreements, which started modestly berween ‘:’Illﬂgﬂt‘s on both
sides of the land border. This inspired some concerted 'Eftﬂl'FE in the 1970
(after the Nigerian Civil War that had interrupted an earlier attempt in
1966) to better define the border. But with the new knowledge ‘f"f petroleum
within the maritime zone, political leaders have for economic as well as
political reasons, laid claims to territories in this zone aimed at pre-empti g
the result of further discoveries to fall within their respective spheres. The
existence of such mineral wealth has been a recipe for conflicts elsewhe
in the continent and the rest of the world and this region would seem e
neatly in the global trend. Such vital mineral deposits also increas
strategic value of territories under dispute as their proceeds by devel
countnies that usually depend on importation to satisfy their defen
F"l'-iﬂ (2009) opined that Cameroon needed this Peninsul

Rt e e dudhos wys
_ 4 swampy land and generally being considered to be o
tts ownership has important implications for fishing i
Hardin (2005) At first the Bakassi Peninsula seem

tand, with negligible resources that could bring incomme i
gain inhabited by poor fishermen who had n

dispute over the oil-rich B Mo
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been mostly instigated by Cameroon. It is however pertinent to note that
the Nigeria-Cameroon crisis over Bakassi was the climax of a long-drawn
battle over territorial assets, supremacy and relevance between Nigeria and
Cameroon.
Considening the factors that were responsible for the border dispute
between Nigeria and Cameroon,Humphreys, (2005) contends that the
diplomatic row between Nigeria and Cameroon over Bakassi was needless
because the cnvironment has been very beneficial to both countries. His
argument centres on the fact thar though the population of Bakassi is
overwhelmingly Nigerians as Bakassi local government functions as part
of Cross River State of Nigeria, the area has been beneficial to the
government and individual ciuzens of both countries. In the Northern
sections of Nigeria and Cameroon, grazing lands are jountly used by ciizens
of both countries. For instance, around Adamawa and Mandara Hills,
grazers gun from this cooperation, and the government of both countries
equally derive revenue from tax. The fishermen from both sides jointly use
the local rivers for fishing and other domestic purposes. The trend of
cordial Nigeria-Cameroon Relationship underwent some changes in the
middle 1960s. It was characterised by disharmony and inherently conflict
prone. This was partly due to the influence exerted by France and the
leadership role of Nigeria in the sub-region; although, the rulers of these
tespective countries in the sub-region often artempred to portray an
impression of cordiality in their official relationship. On a serious note,
Nigena relations with Cameroon from 1970-1980 have been characterised
by mutual suspicion, distrust and alienation. The situanon of rvaley and
disharmony had perhaps been more pronounced in Nigeria-Cameroon
border more than any others. This was not unconnected with some actions
and decisions taken by Nigerian government which Cameroon regarded as
out of place. Cameroon accused Nigenan government on the following
grounds rhat Migeria used her influence through Lake Chad Basin
Commussion to get Niger and Chad on her side.

As Huth (2008) noted, developmenr wise, both Cameroon and Nigeria
had not carried out any reasonable development in the area in rerms of
commumication networks, health and educanon as 1o claim ownership.
Despite the wealth of the region however, it is grossly underdeveloped und
most of the people are poor and live in abject poverty. Secondly, Nigerian
fishermen have been fishing on the Cameroon side of the Lake to the
detniment of the Cameroonians, that Nigerian fishing boats plunder their

waters with the support of Nigenian Nlﬁ using Cameroon as I.-I:l_l.ll:l:lp,i_n!
ground for the sale of fish by Nigerians without mutual considerations for
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L]
the Cameroonians. On the b
Nigeria as carving out an expansi
and weak Cameroon as 4 nanon.
the opinion that Nigerian gover : _
referendum in 1959 in the former Northern section of the British controlled
Cameroon, by sending thousands of Nigedians to vote against the idea of
uniting the Notthern section with Cameroon. Furthermore, the Cameroor
authority regarded Nigerian claim fo the ownership of Bakassi Peni
a5 an attempt by the Nigenan government to grah more terntories f
Cameroon. This according to the Cameroonians was regarded
unacceptable and would not be allowed to take place. Hence :I-qr
prepared to use all diplomantc means available to block what they reg
as Nigerias territorial expansionust policy.

An appraisal of the related literarure clearly indicated that a k
cesearches actually exist with respect to scholars that have attem e
interrogate the causes of the nivalry berween the two cou
Bakassi Peninsula. The researches also studied the national i :
two countries. Considering the role of resources in nters — -'

the study looks at how diplomacy has been employed to mana i
that exists between these mcmmmuumdtﬂm

3
- SR
-4

pundary 155U€, the Cameroonians regarded
onist policy to grab more land from smgl]
In fact, the Cameroonian authonty is of
ament masterminded the result of -

r*;'

Theoretical Framework
This research 1s siruated within the Territorial Tk
mﬂmmmnfmmw
‘“mlw-‘ﬂum
Pdmﬂmihltdu,wm

beneficial ourcomes. Accordi

H‘""
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Lilseral institutionalisms are of the view that in spire of the decentralized
nature of the international system, the willingness of states ro cooperate
and work rogether has been encouraged, particularly with the assistance of
international institutions and organizations, which help states to achieve
their security goals, resolve and overcome their obstacles. They also concede
that aside security 1ssues which 1s one of the reasons why states need to
cooperate, the grow nerworks of trade, monetary, capital and technology
flows among states are also factors that necessitated cooperation among
the stares. The Liberal institutionalisms agan argues that the low polincs’ in
the international polincal economy and espeaially the success and failure of
co-operative efforts among these states are also important domains of
international action. According to Homby (2000) cooperation is a set of
relationships that are not based on coercion that are leginmized by murual
consent of members. The author as well shows the need for stares o
cooperate among themselves in order to face problems which solunons are
beyond their individual capaciry. Such problems includes funcuonal sectos
like trade policy in which the need for cooperative behaviour is believed 10
exist, covironment, relecommunications, magration, health, investment,
monetary policy and aidine safety. The murual gains from cooperative
behaviour in such areas are held to ourweigh the benefits from acting
alone. As quoted by David Mitrany, “the more successful cooperation was
in one funciional setung, the grearer would be the ncennve for collaboration
in other ficlds. Within the realist theory of international relavon as champion
by Hans Morgenthau, rather than wish conflict and war away within the
nternavonal system, countrics should rather see war as an acute reality
that must be prepared for because of the cutthroar compenuve nature of
the internanional system over scarce global resources and the power w0
control it amongst natons. Since natons do not have access to these important
resources equally and equirably because of its scarciry they often compete
fior it because of their selfish interesr, leading to war someumes, especally
when the stronger country artempt to forcefully annex the resources of the
weaker ones. All natons have thus, learnt to garner supenor military power
to curtail real or threat of domination by other countnes in the international
system,

The relevance of the two theones to the study 15 that the cooperative
theory provide the cooperative basis upon which the relatonship berween
Nigeria and Cameroon is based within the contemporary international
relations, which demand the need for cooperation in order 1o enhance their
secunities, eliminate trade barriers between them, promote each other’s
economuc well-being, as well as replace murual suspicions with growing



o als0 rely OO their military strength to

10
the two count
he ﬁclghlmuﬂng C

trust. However,
' ession from 1 _
curtail real aggr e it e

, T
undermine their territonial sOVETEIBERY .
the theory of cooperation and realism are chosen to form the theoretical

base of the work.

ri
ountries that tends to

sula and Border Dispute between Nigeria an

Bakassi Peninsular is bounded to the East b

de-Rey, to the North-West by Akpayafe, to the West by estuary of Ci
River and to the South by the Atantic Ocean (Atlas Map of Africa, 2

The region is an extension of old Calabar territory in terms O lany

culture and ancestral affinity. It covers about 1,000 square KLON
ﬂﬂsquaren'dlﬂ.l.ﬂﬂm:lumndthe forest zone of South Easte:
the Bakassi Weather is wet with an annual rainfall of about 280
peninsular has about 47 villages with a population of
Map of Africa, 2010). The primary occupation of the il
fishing and it is inhabited by the Efiks from Cross Ry
Annags, Orons and Andionis from Akwa-lbiom sta :
and lshekin from Rivers, Bavelsa and Delta e
crude oil, the presence of the deep Sea is docu il

living creatures such as fish, shr e

Bakassi Penin

Cameroon
Geographically, the
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the much consideranon ; :
Africans in the 19th c:n&i’tzg:ﬁ:*ﬁ&:?qm i "-'!-"]"'-“'*] MEmber. of
ethaic nationabity along its resources t_-u:;m; *;IT-“;} ?!un ,:1 AT 8 Yo
colonial territories and ruled by different colonual iaec.into 0. o smoce
signed a treaty of protecton with indigenous z:iu ﬂ:am” 101084, Reicyin
over the Peninsula. Subsequently, the area was :'”]!:;” s el
as a result of the 1913 'I.Ef:ﬂn;_n[ berween :—-:“: u E,d i G:rm:;n colony
former to admunuster the area as her rusice c;l ’m’-“é. o i
the colomual nmes had its westem part ,dmmm“;“ m‘mf:.um e dum_‘E
which had made most of that part Anglocized, Mm s L A
setded by Migenan groups. This had led wo ﬂaa;u?:ll:“::ci - I‘T -
communities in the 1970s and 1980z by Camerooman R

1 ! gendarmes, which
had culminated in attempt 1n 1982 by the Shehu Shagar administranon to
contemplate an invasion of Camercon as a counter-measure and way of
showing the Nigerian superiority over her obstinate neighbour. Hf:-w:m
the Gmmt t.?id not retaliate Camerconian attack because of the l.ut'::‘::
support for Nigeria during the civil war in deference to France, her colonzal
master’s stance against corporate existence of Nigena.

However, the renew intcrest of Nigeria and Cameroun over the
ownershup of Bakassi peninsular began immediately it was discovered that
the peninsular has an overwhelming reserves of crude oil, and it is also a
strategic locanen in the Adantic Ocean as a fertile fishing ground (Homer-
Dixon,2011). It was only then that the rwo countries started making serious

claims and counter-claims over the ownership of the terntory. Nigeria
| lund of the indigenous Efik

claumed that the peninsular is the ancesrra
ing Bakkassi people from Cross River State of Nigena. The country
the First World War to the

claimed fuether that from the end of
independence of Cameroon in 1960, the Bakkasi Peninsular and the present

day South Western Cameroon Were administered by Britain as part of
Nigeria. Camercon claims over the terntories was based on a wrilten
document in which the then Nigeria Head of State, General Yakubu Gowon

ceded the Bakkasi peninsular to Cameron as an inducement for the support
h the defunct Republic

of the country for Nigeria during her civil war wit

of Biafea, and to also reduce the territorial influence of the g:ngﬂphu:l

ennty of the then Biafra republic by ceding part of it to foreign termiory

The Nigena counter claim over ceding arrangement was that, The Nigesan
fy the document that

. senate which has the constitutional mandare 10 rec dasamn

~ ceded of Nigenan territory to another country was not in Se3sk
mdth::l:'hlmvu ag;umm:ﬁwnﬂhldmdl Emttﬂﬂmrhﬂmt.nf

| conflict generauon

'Mwiﬂ:gnlmdnf
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berween Nigeria and Cameron over the Bakassi peninsular are disapre, Men
over the socio-economic rights of the people on the land and the Atrg
of the oil-rich land and sea teserves, as well as the fate of ¢, Ter fatypig)
identity of the local populations within the peninsular. For example, 4
Lake Chad dried up due to desertification, local populations relying on, the
Lake for their livelihood have followed the receding waters, further blugr
the boundary lines. Tensions between the two countries cscalated ingg
military confrontation in 1993 with the deployment of Nigerian Mulitary g
the 1,000 square-kilometre Bakass; Peninsular. The Perunsular 4 El'-l'il’tgil:ﬂr
important to Nigeria because the area constitutes an external environmees
for the defence of the countr

war of 1967-1970, it was cle
could be undermined by fo

v. From Nigeria's experience during the ciyjj
arly revealed that the country’s political spahy

reign enemy who could use the place as
to destabilise the country. The proximity of Bakassi to Nigeria mad

mandatory for the Federal government O Want to retain it from 0
manipulation by her enemy. -'
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Ass:mhl:,' {CRSYA) rejected the judgment in irs ennrety because ir lacked
the consent and approval of the indigenous Bakassi people who are
Nigerians. The ¥outh also argued thar the handing-over of the ancestral
land of Bakassi people to a foreign country did nog tollow due process
because it lacked the raufication of the Nigerian Nationgl Assembly before
the implementaton of the ICT judgement by the presidency. They posited
further that the ceding of Bakassi Peninsuyla was done without a referendum
of the Bakassi people and that Nigetians cannot have their ancestral home

part and parcel of Cross River State of Nigeria and not to be transferred
to the Republic of Cameroun because the inhabitants have ng ancestral,
historical, archaeclogical and political links or tics with the foreign country.
The Nigeria Bar Association (2008) admonished Nigeria over the Bakassi
dispute by contending that as democrars, Nigerian leaders should learn to
respect legal processes. As argued by the legal professional body, even if
the government 15 tejecting the IC) judgment, legal processes should be
followed to protect the country’s esteemed position as a leading nation in

The Nigeria Senare also reacted to the IC] judgement as it rejected
the transfer, since the Green Tree Agreement ceding the area to Cameroon
Was contrary to Section 12(1) of the 1999 which stated in relation o the
withdrawal or implementation of treaties with foreign countries that.

(1) No treaty between the Federation and any other country shall have the
force of law to the extent to which any such teeaty has been enacted
into law by the National Assembly.

(2} The Nauonal Assembly may make laws for the Federation or any part
thereof with respecr to martters not included in the he Exclusive
Legislative List for the purpose of implementing a weaty.

(3) A bill for an Act of the National Assembly passed pursuant o the
provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall not I:n: presented to
the President for assent, and shall not be enacted unless it is ratified by
a majority of all the House of Assembly in the Federation,

Regardless of the positon of the National Assembly, the Ea.ifnssi
Terntory was formally transferred to Camercon on 14 August 2008, The
Bakassi leaders threatencd 1o seck independence if Nigeria renounced

i ! i I i ! ed on 9
sovereignry over the Bakassi peninsula. This secession was announced on 9
July 2006, with the proposed declaration of the “Dmu:uc.ﬂq?uhhc of

akassi”. The decision was made by groups of militants in Southern
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uthern Cameroons Peoples Organisayq,

' he aegs of S0 ;
?S::Fiz;, El:::::; h;ﬂgrflm:ﬂf for I'"I-EI.E Determination | BAMC sD ol

the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger [I:I‘c-lt:f (MEND). A, 4
independence ceremony called by T_hﬂ Bakassi Selt Determinatjn
Movement (BSDM) priot to the official handing-over Fer:ﬂ.mm of the
Bakassi peninsula to Cameroon, rcﬁidtnl:s_ waved the territory’s new blye.
and-white-striped flag at Ekpot Abia, which was part of the land handeg
over by Nigeria to Cameroun in August Zﬂﬂﬁ.. Nigeria began to withdaw
its forces, comprising some 3,000 troops, beginning 1 August 2006, and a
ceremony on 14 August marked the formal handover of the Nort
part of the Bakassi Peninsula. The remainder stayed under Nigenan
authority for rwo more years.

On 22 November 2007, the Nigerian Senate passed a resc
declaring that the withdrawal from the Bakassi Peninsula was ill
government tock no action, and handed the final parts of Bak:
Cameroon on 14 ﬂ“lmtmﬁﬁphnnud,hnlﬁ Sei ,- ..
stated this should be delayed until all accommodations for resettle
had been settled; the government did not heed this “ourt '
necessary mechanisms into motion to override it. F s
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Representanve for West Africa, Mr. Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, as Chairman

of the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission. Apart from its Chairman,

the Commussion composed of the Delegation of Cameroon, led by Mr

Amadou Ab, Sentor Minisrer in charge of Justice, and the

Nigeria, led by Prince Bola Ajibola, former Minister of

Mixed Commission was established as a conflict preventive diplomacy and

a new model for peaceful setdement of conflicts berween states within the

international system (Anan, 2003). The Mixed Commission’s mandate covers

the following areas:

1- To demarcate the land boundary between the two countries;

- The withdrawal of civil adminstration, mulitary and police forces and
transfer of authonty in relevant arcas along the boundary;

, i - The eventual demilitarisation of the Bakass Peninsula;

w- To protect the socio-economic rights of the affected populations in
both countries by giving those evacuating the peninsular new home
and land for their occupation

| %= The development of projects to promote joint economic ventures and
cross- border cooperation; and

vi- The reactivation of the Lake Chad Basin Commission.In pursuit of its
mandates, the Mixed Commission has established the following
subsidiary organs, with experts from the two parties and the Unired
Natons:

* A sub-commission responsible for demarcation of the land
boundary berween the two countnes.

* A sub-commussion on the affected populations with s mandate to
assess the situation of these populatons and o consider effective wilys
to ensure protection of their righrs.

w- A Working Group on the withdrawal of civil administration and military
and police forces and the wansfer of authority in the Lake Chad area
to the Lake Chad Commussion, which completed its work in January

3 2004,

- - iw- Theestabhshment of a Working Group on the demarcation of mantime

i =t A ]
- % The composition of a Working Group on the withdrawal and transfer
of Authonty in both the Land Boundary and the Bakassi Peninsular to
its owner based on the judgement of the IC).

Delegation of
Justice. The

ished a support team based in Dakar. In addition to technical and

.

lopintical assistance, the UN team also provided substantive support to the
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In order to facilitate peaceful implementation of the [C)% judgment
to a logical conclusion, a budget of about $12 mullion for the demarcation
15 involved. Cameroon and Nigeria have each contributed $3 million to the
UN Trust Fund for the initial financing of the project; the European
Commussion has granted 400,000 Euro for the demarcation programme
while the Unated Hingdnrn has offered a contribution of one million pounds
sterling for the project. (UNDP Report, 2010).

From 5 to 13 March 2009, a tripartite delegation from Cameroon,
Migenia, and the United Naons visited many cities including Paris, Brussels,
Washingron and New York to mobilise further diplomatic and financial
support for the border demarcation.

Effect of the Border Dispute between Nigeria and Cameroon on the
Socio-Economic development of the Bakassi Indigenes
The soco-cconomic and cultural effects of resettlement on the Bakassi

people are unavoidably high. Farming, which has been the mainstay of the
Bakass: people, was destroyed. Consequently, most small and medium
Families are adversely affected and impoverished in their new place of
abode called the “MNew Bakkasi” becauze domestic economuic acovires were
disrupred and their occupations lost. The cordial ethnic, tribal and rebgious
relations and unity among the people were lost between those Bakassi
indigenes that chose to remain in Cameroon and those who chose to relocate
o Nigeria. Indivdual dignity was victually lost because of lack of privacy
necessitated by inadequate accommodanon for affected persons, many of
who were force o bath i the open very early in the mormng. Famlies
were rooted out of their traditional and ancestral domain, cultural pracuce
and ways of life in the old Bakassi, The situation at the resettlement site in
Ekpiri Tkang, Cross River State perhaps explains more and elicirs urgent
attenuon of all the stakeholders to address the humanirtarian crisis thar
have engulfed the relocated Bakassi people. Umahi (2012) captuses the
plights of the affected Bakassi people when he noted that the harsh reality
‘of the handover of Bakassi to Cameroun 12 striking as several thousands
of indigenes of the area were driven forcefully out of their ancestral lands.
As it said, north or south, east or west, home is the best. But for the Bakassi
people, there 12 no longer a place to call home. It was indeed, a precarious
simation (Daily Sun, October 3, 2011: 24)

The forceful relocanon also affected the soco-culmaral affinity of rhe
Bakassi indigenes with their natural environment, before the resertlement,
the people of Bakassi worshipped “Akwa Abasi Ibom?”, the Almighty God
in their tradition in the cld Bakassi. They were rich in cultural hernitage as
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in their mode of dressing, bead making, masquerades, traditonal
The masquerades in Bakassi were sumular 1o that

which ranges from Nnabo, Agaba, Edem Obon,

Most of these masquerades entertun people

wedding ceremonics and bunals. However,

secn
wrestling, among athers.

of the Efiks of Calabar,

Ekin Akata, among others.
during fesrval penods, farriages/
the selocation has had negative consequences on this cultural heritage of

he Bakassi people and has created a problem of rixed culrure and religon
with their new setrlements (Hensel, 2008). Within the economic domain,
while in the old Bakassi, the peﬂplc had obviously lived not as beggars,
which the relocaton has disposed them 0, but as people who worked hard
1o meet their various economic needs. Their lands are nich in oil and marinme
resources such as fishes and shamps, which the people depended on for
their livelihood. The relocanion of the Bakassi people to strange lands has
however hlﬂln:'pfnrt effects on their means of livelihood and depleted
ther econcnic wellbeing, Similarly, the relocation of Bakassi people meant
ma{ihn,g-:_nm who had lived in Bakassi all their lives had to face the sad
realify of h“;:,;":“lu w;w;:: a !-q;inn that is part and parcel of them
mdmmmhﬁnéd: m : ;:,E I:;“ that h:r;; have business located there
: 3 :
PR inﬁ:u.tnumml:;h _ fm thear sources of income.
recreational centers, that were originall e md“d'nﬂ hospirals, schoals,
L : v put in pl igeria
indigenous vsage were forfeired while nzwpumu weP 3;-':.:_&” Tl ﬁr:ll’
new place of abode. The judgment of the y :
reaching ent of the World Court has equally far
; consequences on the terntorial integri A Bakassi
indigenas; fosbimennbamsng Which g i gzl
(1) Thfl“wﬂfﬁlwnddcmm- w
teeritory within the sovereigney of recognized Bakassi Perunsula 3
ind owners of igerians who are indigenous 10 D&%
cedl the land of Bakassi
of these populations 1o the . The court ceded the anc
these people at the same t; Cameroonians government Whit
time ate expected fo maintas cadh
affilistons with thes ki 10 maintan cultural, Al
kith and kin in Nigena. What 5
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Such an absalute departure from ins Previous interpretation in this
Bakass case is inexplicable, especially when it serves colonial policics
o the expense of wraditional African bnkages and avilization.

amy Thf I'-jﬂﬂ"-‘?"lt is the 1I=|5.Illl'l'l-llll'-il'.hl'l. of the scramble and partutioning of
Afnca by the colomalists through the Bismarck-inspired 1884 Berlin
Colenial Conference.

() The judgment has created a future conflict between the wdigenes of
ﬂ'H-‘-_ new Bakassi and the other inhabitants of the land belore their
arnval. Thus the relocation of the Bakassi local council o Tkang which
supcrimposcs Dakass people on an already existing land vwned and
occupied by the lkang people 15 2 ime bomb, which is likely to explode
anyme. Nigena 15 creating a refuge problem for its own citzens in
thar own land. To Cameroon, the stability of the countty is standing
on the threshald of threat as the Anglophone sccessionist movement,

the Ambazoma are re-sirategizing for an independent od rich stare
which thev dam, Bakassi Peminsula is 1ts heart.

(v} The judgment ceded part ol Cross niver estuary to Cameroon which
means that no lend cwners can enter into Calabur without the permission
of Camecroon.

(vi) The judgment of the IC] on the Bakassi ssue has re-drawn the
geographical map of Nigena and, which requires constitutional]
amendment to effect change occasioned by the ruling,

(vi} The judgment created a bueden of loss of ol and gas soaked region
reputed to contain ten percent of the world's ol and gas ceserve. It has
deprived the totlity of the Nigerian people the oil wealth of thar
COMMUnitY

(va)  Because the IC] ruling did not selve the problem of the inhabsants
of the Peninsula, but only addressed the issue of who has control over
the rerritory, the judgment only opens the door of war more widcly.

(=} The judgment recognizes Bakass: as the only area allegedly covered by
the 1913 Anglo-Cierman Treary whose populanon was not proven 10
have parncipated in the plebiscate for the purpose of seli-derermunanon.
The judgement assumed that a plebicite must have aken place in
Bakassi This assumption is # violation of the stated pomaordial role of
the pnncipal of self-determinanion,

(x) Enforcement of the judgment was 4 severe violauon of the inalienable
nghts of the people of Bakassi to self-determination and a theear w
their socio-cultural stabaliry.
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The effects of the World Coust judgement on the Bakass penypg
were equally implicated on the overall “’uﬂrf’] inkerest of Nigeria, I Fac,
the existence of many states in the international system portends 5 form
of permanent struggle for the maintenance l:.‘-F political ’“dEPfﬂdcnu‘
territorial integrity, economic interest ’ﬂ.d national prestige, as we| 2
promotion of world peace. States, like individuals, appear naturally segyy
because of their inherent desire to pursue their parochial interests in feryig
competition with other states. With over 200 nations, the world in the midy;
of scarce resources and means of survival, calls for the entrenchment of
national interests in all countries. The efforts towards the achievemeny of
national interests have over the years proved a herculean task. This has
called for concerted efforts by the leadership of the various nations in
making decisions that would enhance the interests of the countries. National

interest therefore, becomes 2 conflicting issue because some interests are
not actually for the nanon but personal or self-centered.

Conclusion
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Recommendations

The study recommended that Nigeria government should set up a
permanent Boundary Commission comprising of people from various
disciplines, most importantly historians who are experts in the history of
that particular area in question to look at the issues of Nigeria’s International
and intra-national borders; That all demarcations should take place
transparently through official Joint Commission in consultation with the
local people; that Non-Governmental organisation and community groups
be encouraged to engage in dispute mediation and border monitoring, that
international donors should be encouraged to develop peace building projects
that cut across borders. Nigeria and Cameroon should continue to respect

the judgement of the ICJ in order to promote peaceful co-existence between
them.
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