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Abstract

The most popttlarly acldttced reason for the advent, establishment and licensing of non-goyet'nmenlal universities in Nigeria is the need lo increase occess to tertiary education for- the teemingpopulation of universiQ admission seekers that possess the pre-requisites but arettnable to secure admission just because of inadequate space. Taking cognizance oJ the factthat non-governmental universist proprietors are entrepreneLtrs that have prrii *ilr;":;;;;legitimate goal, it should not be ttnexpected that they woutd prefer only rhe courses that rheirmarket surveys show as most sought-after and neglict the ones that aie less patronized. Thisthen puts a qltestion mark on the piace of accZs, provision which the non-governmentaluniversity proprietors would have the wirtd betiive as central to their motivation forventttring into the .provision of university education. This study, based on proofs .frontliterature of the relevance of siudies in English, French, Germai and Arabic languages tonational development, sought to appraise the contributions of non-governmental Nigerianuniversities in increasing access to such disciplines. The survey adopted a multi-stagesampling procedure and collected data through visits to the websites of alt non-gorernntentaltrniversities in the country, and conducrei interviews with relevant fficers o./' sampledttniversities' Frequency counts and percentages were used in answerilg three resear.chquestions' The findings reveal an appalling general disinterestedness of non-gotternmenraluniversities in providing access for prospective students of the longuagis as u,,ell as teacherpreparation in them. Suggestions are then made accordingly

An !fficial Journal of the Faculty nf Education, rJniversity of pnrt Harcourt. http ://www. ieda-u nipo rt. com s91
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In trod uc tio n

obasr, Akuchie, and Obasi (201,4) observe that public policy was able to use non-governmenfal

universities to signihcantly increase total enroilment by 10'4Yo to 2013 though it farled to do so in t1-re first

decade of t1-re operaUon of non-governmental universiUes' This means ti-ie room [or improvement is not

shut,\X4-iile\I/eSffi\reFortheimprovedaccess,itwe]Ibeappropriatetoexarrrinetl-redistributionofthe
access pro'ided by tl-re non_governmentar universitles across disciplines, bearing in r,rnd t1-re fact tl-rat

some disciplines are more lucrative than the others'

Access to universi.ty educatlon in Nigeria can be assessed from tl-re glorious past' the Plesent

c1,ral1enges, the Furure and its prospects. Buli.ully, the pro'ision oI universiry educarion r'"'-itl-iin the

boundaries of Nigeria has its begnningin 1948 wrth the establshment oI the Universiry College' Ibadan

as an affiLrare of rhe Universiry o[ London whrch krcked off with a total enrolment of 2i0 srudents

(Ckebukola, 2004). The colonial govefnment had much ear[er been uninterested in providing education

flor Nigerians. So, christian missionaries shouldered the responsibility of the estab]ishment and

maintenance of schools for evangelist-ic motives right from i842. Alade (2011) observes that berween

1842 and.iB82, the Christian Missions rvere in total control of the early and formal school cutriculum and

the supen,ision of its implemdntation in Nigeria' The colonial government stalted participatrng in

educauonal provision for Nigerian children by giving grants-in-aids to missionary scl-rools that met pre-

stated conditions in 1.712 Q"turaina, 20i0). This was not widespread' though' But as one oI the failouts

From ri-re Phelps-Stokes Commission's Report of 1922 (Fafunrva, 1975)' the govelnment stepped up

involvement in the educarion of the native Nigerians'

It is noteworthy that t1-re indisput.frV o[ the facts r]rat there was noticeable increase in t6e

manpowef needs at the upper cadre workforce and there rvas reai wisdom in filling some of the vacancies

\\4th nauves that brr:ught about the idea of establishing t'}le University college, Ibadan (now University of

Ibadan). As number of universiry education seekers continue to inctease beyond the carrying capaciry of

only one universiry, more universities. For example, Adiotomre and E'kwemgbe (2006) reveal that the

Universiry oIBenin was bui]t to cater for 10,000 students at marurity but now admrts over 25'000 full-

rime srudents. Mren it became clear that tl're federal government universities could no longer cope wid1

admission demands by teeming qualif,red youths, state governments were authorized to staft additronal

u nivers iri es.

As a part of the efforts at alleviating the trauma of quaiifred applicants for universiry,td"nu:,:

rhat were pfone to being tumed down for no fauit of theirs, the Alhaji Sheu Sl-ragari-Ied democrauc

governmenr inaugurated the Open Universiry of Nigeria in 1982 (I(azeem and Ige,2010)' But even with

more public universiries, onwe (2013) observes from literaruIe that between the years 1999 and 2005'

only about 11 percent of total applicants gained admission to Nigerian universities' Siruad'ons had alwal's

been rl-rat bad for admission applicants before the 1999 q.rot"d by Onwe (2013), tl-rus necessitaring the

licencing oI non-governmental universities whrch commenced i" tqqq (Obasi' Akuchie and Obasi' 2014)'

Non-governmental Intervention in Access to lJniversity Education in Nigeria: Cases of

Marginalised DisciPlines

Obasi, Akucl-rie and Obasi (201+), however, note sadly

governmental universiries from 3 in 1999 to 34 tn 2001 '

and 50 in 2013 made i.nsignificant impact on enrollment

and only 5o/o of total enrollment in 2009) which was

university such as Ahmadu Bello University, Zada with

38,514 srudents'

that the .opid i.r.rease in the number oI non-

then 41 in October 2009 to 45 in March 2011'

figures (merely 3.4o/o of total enrollm eil tn 2007

about the same enrollment in one latge fedetal

39,21,9 students or Universiry of Maiduguri with

An !lficial Journal nf the taculty of Education, lJniversrty of Part Harcnurt http://www.ieda-u niPo rt'co m



r

Journal of Education in Developing Areas 0EDA) | )ctober- Vol. 24, No.2,2016.

The much-needed consummatior-r of the marriage betrveen town and gown can l-rappen onl1r lf
the end-users of the products of universities are duly consulted. This is when sociery's felt needs in the

area of manpower ddvelopment can be satisfactorily met (Anyanwu, 
".d.). 

But a critical investigation of
t1-re preferences of Nigerian non-govemmental univetsities would reveal that economic considerations

tower high above verihcation and satisfaction of actual societal needs.

Anyikwa, Madi and Ememe (2012) report that high unemployment rate among graduates,

particularly in theu specific fields of taining, remains a problem in Nigeria. This further confirms the

absence of any serious investigation into the society's acrual needs by both pubhc and non-governmentai

universities. That people continue to tJoop into such disciplines that are no longer attracring employment

shorvs the generai lack of occupational information on the part of universiry admission seekers. T1-re

universities' failure to mount courses that are specifically tailored to meeting societal needs proves lack of
sense of community sen'ice generaliy and the supremacy of economic gains on the part of non-

governmen tal universities.

Oloyede and Adekola (2Uq have, horvever, identifled ljmitations placed on the non-
governmental universities by the regulatory bodies concerning the courses they are petmitted to float. But
it is common knorvlgdge that such regulatory bodies do not place arbitrary embargos on courses that,
universities have been'so committed to the extent of securing adequate human and material resourccs. So,

the buck gets back to the universities that fulFrll requisite conditions fot most pakonized disciplines but
fai.l or refuse to make acceptable provisions for the not-so-patronised courses.

It has been severally pointed out that Nigerian nofl-governmental universities charge exorbitanr
and sometimes outrageous fees (Ajay-i and Ekundayo,2008; Obasi, Akuchie and Obasi,2014). N.{ost

Nigeriar:s cannot afford the fees. As concluded by Akinyemi, O[em and Adebisi (2012) after a critical
ana$si5 of schooi fees charged by non-governmental universities for various courses of srudies, the
school fees required of a student in such an institution is higher than the total income of an average

Nigerian famriy. So, access is further denied their children that are ordinarily qualiFred for universiry
admission but are unable to make admission lists in public universities as a result of over-stretched
carrying capaciry. Lending credence to the excessive and over-riding economic motivalion of non-
governmental university education providers, including those estabfished by faith-based organisarions, pay.

tireir personnei poorly despite the huge sums collected from students as school fees (Oluda1,o, Ucl-re,

Omonijo and Eche, 2014).

Since non-goverflmental universities exist to bring huge economic gains to their individual or
corPorate proprietors, such universities concentrate on lucrative courses that only very rich pareots can

afford for their privileged children. Among such are Law, Medicine, Enplneering courses of different
rypes and presrigious social science cou,rses. Most non-governmental universities have, therefore, not
contributed to alleviation of the problem of admission to courses in Education and liberal arts. The rvords
of Okebukola (20M) aptly describe this situarion:

I applaud l-,ead Citlt Uniuenitl4 a priuate uniuercitl .,fir hauing a Facut4t of
Edumlion. Thh it a teryain ftil$ nln-gruetwmenta/ uniuenitiet fear to tread on

act'oant of the tiin number of candidatet-willing! electing to tudl Edar;ation. For
me, it it a igt oJ'genaine commilment on the part of lhe Proprietor, Board of
Trarteeq Coundl and Management of l-"ead Citl tJniuenitl to deliaer qualitlt
uniuersitlt eduution rather than diuen b1 a notiue for profit.
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Expounding on tl-ris, Okebukola (201+) observed drat even rvhere admission seekers wilLrgly or

otl.ier-u'ise agree to study Education, they and their parents are most unlikely to be ready to pay huge sums

of money to pursue such a cause.

'Ihe current srudy seeks to provide a statisucally valid picture of Nrgerian non-governmental

universities'contributions to the endeavour to ease adnission difficulues that applicants for admission to

such courses of srudy as English Language, French Language, Arabic Language and German Language

encounter despite tl-re usefulness of such progaammes to nrtional development. The paper also takes

cognizance of the roles of a Faculty of education where teachers of languages are ttained for both content

krrowledge and pedagogrc competencies. In other words, a university that is committed to enhancement

of opporruniries for careers in the languages should offer the languages both in tlle cog-nate departments

of its Faculry of Arts and the Faculry of Educarion.

The jusrification for investigating non-governmental universities' commitment to offering
admrssion to prospective students of English language is predicated on the over-arcling importance of
the language to personal and natjonal development at the local as u,ell as the international level. It is the

Ianguage of school instruction, governance, administration, legislation, judrciary, international relations,

unificatron of the country's numerous ethnic consdruents, and social prestige (Adeniran, 1980; Okedara

1997; Oluga, Adeu,usi, Babaloia, Oyediran, 1999; FGN, 2004; Osrsanrvo, 2005). Despite government

poLicy to the contrary, it remains the counL-y's sole official language in actual practice (Olarunji, 2000).

Because a credit pass in E,nglish language is compulsory for admission to any cou.rse in Nigerian
universiries and some otl-ret tertiary instrrudons (Iroegbu, 1991 ; Olatunji, 2000; Osisanwo, 2005),

urntversities are supposed to promote pre-service and in-service education for a an effective and efFtcient

teaching force fot the ianguage, hence the crucial need for English Language Unit in an appropriate
department of Faculry of Education.

Futthermore, English is the language for ofhcial transactions in over 95o/o oF international
organi.zations (Crystal, 2000). Ivlost scientiltc publications around the world are in English language

(Osisanwo, 2005). To receive informatj.on direcdy from Cable News Nerwork (CNN), Briush
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Voice of America ryOA) that is free from the adulteration due to
transmission, good mastery of the English language is a must. Crystai (2000) states that about 1.5 billion
peopie (one in four of the wotld's population at that trme) used English as a fust, second or foreign
language. It is safe to assert that fifteen years after Crystai's (2000) rvork, the language l-ras continued to
wax stronger in geographical spread of use. Graddol (1997, 2000) testifles that the global prominence of
the English language is not subject to any form o[ threat, and that tl-ris is the general sr-rbmission. o[
majoriry of those that are professionally concerned wrth the English language worldwide Interaction u,,ili

be easy witl-r over 1.5 brlhon people that speak English in vatious forms would be facilitated further if all

Nigerian universities encourage extensive teaching and learning of English Language as well as training of
teachers for the same purpose.

Since the National Policy on Education makes English the med-ium of instrucrion as from the

end of the thjrd yeat of elementary education, students' comptehension of learning contents in their
various school subjects depends on mastery of the language. Srudenrs' endemic failure in Engltsl-r

Language is thus a bad omen concerning their capabiJrry to make good use of all other sub.jects. There is

thus an obvious need to pay more attention to the education o[ Eng)ish Language teachers in terms of
quanuty and quality. Even students of other faculties need to be provided with adequate human and

material resources for E,nglish Language learning in Nigedan universities and other terriary instirudons.
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The widespread use of Frencl-r at tl're international level presenting anybody uuitl-r adequate
proficiency in tl-re language uath a 1ot of opportunities underscores the need for Nigerian universiries to
establishment and maintenance of Ftench Language departments in Arts and Education faculties. The
"smooth interacdon with our neighbours" necessitates "every Nigenan to speak French,, (FGN, Z0O4:5)
wl-rich the Nigerian government observes cannot be played down without grave consequences. The
preservation of linguistic diversiry wilj be of inestimable benehts to Nigeria and the rvorld. The teacl-ring
of French is a necessary requirement for this (Instirut Francais Nigeria, 2015).

By encouragrng a rvidespread teaching and learning of French, Nigeria would be contributing to a
much-needed reversal of the imminent death of biodiversiry and linguistic and culrural diversity which a
forced homogenisarion of the planet is engendering (Skutnabb-I(angas, 2002, Insdrut Francais Nigeria,
n'd')' Opara (2010) also identifies French ianguage's prospective significant role in ensuring culrural
revival and integtation in Nigeria and across the west African sub-region.

France is said io be the world's fifth biggest economy witl-r enormous attraction for
enffePreneurs, researchers and a lot of foreign students (Insurut Francais Nigeria retieved on 15rh ivfay,
2015)' within Nigeria, according to Orvoeye (2010), there are several French enterprises, among w-hich
are CFAo, scoA, BNP, Totar, Elf, Micherin, peugeot, Fougero[e, SGE, Bouygues, sAE, spIE-
Badgnolles, Degremont and BEC Frdres, that would need the services of Nigerian experts. professionals
that possess working knorvledge of French language can be gainfully employed in th" afore-mentioned
and other companies' Thus, encoutaging the teaching and learning of the French language as well as
training of teachets of same rvould be helpful in posirioning Nigerians to appropriate a great 6czil of
ad\rantages academically and economically. According to Araromi (2013),k,.o*i.dg. of Irrencl.r language
has significant effect on Journarism Educarion in Nigeria, at X2 calculated (9) = ++.so greater trran X2
Criucal (9) =t0.9 at P=0.000<0.05 in a srudy of 125 randomly selected. Ir4ass'Communicalion snrdenrs at
the Polytecl-rnic, Ibadan. The observ'ation by Pinon and Haydon e01,0:a6) that the.,Us, France and theul{ are the main investors in Nigeria and the country is one of the main hubs of investment in Africa,,
imply that the mastery of the English language and French is loaded with subsranriai economic
advantages as tl-re opposite also transiates into loss of opportunities. Therefore, owoeye (2010)
recommends the development and promotion of French for Specif,rc purposes in tl-re similirude of
English for Specific Purposes so that the teaching and leatning of French language in our universiries may
be specificaliy functional, robust and beneficial. The foregoing and other benefits of exrensive teaching
and learning of French makes attention to the language in Nigeria adequately jusrified.

Arabic ianguage, according Adeyemi (2013), is spoken or read by more rhan a quarter of tire
world's population and it is a sou-rce of sciences, with quite some its words in sriLl remaining in the booksof Science and Mathematics. Stressing the contributions of Arabic to early advances in the fields of
science and teci-rnoiogy, Adeyemi (2oi13) points out that words like "alcohol', and ,,alkali,, 

are derived frorn
Arabic names a/-kah/ and a/-qa/rl respecrively.

Proving the nexus berween language and economy, Adetunji Q01,4) asserrs that Arabic has been afactor for dconomic development for many people at the individual as well as global levels. This is not
surprising, considering the number of teachers that teach the language in both formal and non-formal
settings woddvride and publishers of literary, Jinguistic and reJigious books in the language. Apart from
reveflue from the education industry, bilateral trade with Arabic speaking countries can be a good boostto the Nigerian economy' As pointed out by Tinsley,and Board (2013), six fu.abic speaking ccrunrries
aPPear among the UI{'s top 50 export market in goods, with an aggregate vali-re ol <tver /,1.2 billio'
accrtrir-ig to thc economy or in 20'12. If Nigeria can also exploit sirnilar oppornrniries to thc ftrne of a
qLrarter of this, the countrT's ailing economy can be expected to .*p.ri..r.. ,.-..k^ble revival
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;\1.uba (2013) testiltes to the immense contributions oI Arabists to the rvorid of ]iteralure tl-rat

have artracred ample reseatch efforts in Nigeria and beyond So also Imam (2013) emphsises tl-re need for

members of the Nigerian Armed Forces to acquite working knor'vledge of Arabic language to facilitate

opumal success in their internadonal orrigrr-.rrts in peace keeping operation lmam (2013) cites an

insrance, as reported on BBC in August, 1992 on a special progr*, in rvhicl-r so-me offlcers o[ tl-re

Nrgerian Armed Folces Iost their lives in Soma[a as a result of th"it ignorance oI the language spoken by

the enemies in the area of operation. The then commander tot'ld h"^' the communication among the

rebels but he could not understand and interpret the i.nterlocutory rhrusts and thereby led his company

into enemy's fue and this resulted in the avoidable death of about ten oIthem'

Ir is nore$,orthy that Arabic, French and German are among t-he, llnguaBet rn::t cited rs priorirl'

languages needed i., fosterir.,g Briush dlplomauc :or, 
a: the else oI global communicaLion for Peace-

building and combaring organised crimes, cyber crirnes and terrorism (finsley and Board' 2013) A cridcal

consideration of some statements aftrrmrng Germany's prominent roles in the economl'of Europe as rvell

as the rvhole worid would reveal how beneficial a'widespread promotion of the German language in

Nigerian schools would be. "Germany today effectively runs the E'uropean Union" and 'Ber[n has

become the uncontested centre oI the contjnent in both political anc] economjc terms" and even the

mrlitaryaSPectrvhichGermany,sexpansionistinstincts.l'ereformerlyrestrictedisnor'venjoying
remarkableenjoymentandsupportfromwashirgton()Terborvslc'2013)'Germany'sstrengthasthemost
populous narion in t1-re er.roi.un.union Qraurrkl"r,2015) can translate into a great advantage to any

,f fri.o., country tirat demonsttates interest in German language'

Germany,s exPort Stength is also remarkable (Weidmann,20i1). Germany, being a major voice

in the Europeo,-, U.rio., and world economy' has the potenuals to facilitate improved reguiation of t'e

global markers, especially capital markets pauderstddt and l(ellermann, 2007)' The ltnguage oI a country

such benerrts is undoubtedly worthy of betng promoted in Nigerian scl-rools' \Mrile the Nigerian

govellllnent does not need to be overly po*o.,i,i,,g, tI-rere is sti]] need to ensule access for tlrose tlrat

willingly opt to srudy it at universiry ievel. If private i.rt"*tt'tiot's too jrtcrease tl-re needed access' it would

be a wort'while serwice and credence ro the non-goverrrmental organisations' claim of going into

universiry education ptovision with the motive oI increased access'

Wit}r al-l the foregoing benefits of the concetned languages to Nigeria' it should be expected that

tl-re privare universities *o,-,Id be committed to contrib,.ti*g "t"l' 
for the benefit of seekers of admission

into degree and teacher education programme in the languages But this can i1appen only i[ tl-re

universiries have good rapport wtth and g"rrrri.," interest in the wellbeing of t,'re sociefy Thus' Anyaw.t

('910-1919.31) asserts tt-,^i it is oniy through adequate discussion at'd m"ruul understanding tl-rat the

much-needed "a marriage berween ,o*., nni go*"'; can be "consummated" and it is only then that the

society's needs and what the universities offet can be harmonized'

Method and Materials

A three-stage sampling procedure was employed in carrying out this descriptive sur-vey 'Ihe fust stage

took the form of convenience samp)ing in which visits vrere made to all available websites of non-

governmentar universitres in Nigeria to grean infotmation as regards schoor fees regimes and tl-re narnes oF

courses and programmes offered by each. At the second stage thirty non-governmental univetsides were

used through stratrfied random sampling to ensule a balance between ptivateiy owne'd universiUes and

tl-rose owned by rerigious organisations. Thus, a totar of 30 out of the 61 non-governmental universities at

the time of the srudy were sampled' The third stage was in the form of convenience sampling of as many

oIthe officers of each sampled university that agreed to provide needed information either [ace-to-faceor
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guide utled llccett to L.anguage Courret in Nigtian Non-gouernmenlal (Jniueruitiet. The statistical tools of
frequency counts, percentages and column charts were used in answering two reseatch questions. Visits

were made to some of the sampled universiLies while telephone conversations. rvere l-reld by the

researchers wrth appropriate officers of other ones as preferred by each concerned ofhcers. Frequency

counts and percentages were employed n analyzing the data got from the encounters, shoving horv many

universities in eacl: sub-category offers access to each course.

Findings

Three research questions are generated to gude the conduct of tlus study, thus:

Research Question One: To what extent does non-goverflmental intervention contribute to tl-re

provision of access to universiry education for prospective specialists in

English, Ftench, German, and Atabic languages in Nigeria?

Table 1: Statistical Presentation of Non-governmental Universities' Access Provision for

Specialty in English, French, German, and Arabic Languages in Nigeria

Programme lr/ Available Not Available Total

B,A. English

B.. French

B.A. German

B.A. Arabrc

B.Ed, English

B.Ed. Frencli

Ir..E d. Uerman

B.Ed. Arabic

30 1s (50%) 1s (s0%)

30 2 (6.67Y,) 28 (93.33',/o)

30 o (o%) 30 (1oo%)

30 2 (6.61Y0) 28 (93.33%)

30 (1oo%)

30 (100%)

30 (1oo%)

30 (100%)

.1.

:1..

1:

Table 1 shows that 15 (5070) of the non-governmental universities sampled pro.,rde access to

prospective applicants for admission to special-ize in English Srudies while another equal set (i5 or 50o/o)

does not. Ooly 2 (6.67'/") of them provide access for specialization in Ftench while 28 (93.330/r) do not.
'l-he same statistics hold true about Arabic Srudies (2 or 6.670/o offet the B.A. Arabic programme while 28

or 93.33o/o do not). None of the 30 sampled non-governmental universities provide access for B.A.
(]erma n.

Tire most obvious implication of this trnding ansv/ers the research Question 1 that the extent oI
non-governmental universities' contribution of access to prospective specialists in English, Frencl-r,

German, and Arabic languages is very low. It means in the ptesent times that drere is not enough space

flor rnany quaijfied applicants for public universiry admission, the hope of any candidate for any of these

languages, most especially German, is dashed as far as the possibility of securing admrssion to a non-

governmental university is concerned.

Research Question Two: To what extent does non-governmental intervention contribute to provision
of access teacher education in English French, German and Arabic Ianguages

in Nigerian universities?

Table 2; statistical Presentation of Non-governmental Universities' Access Provision for
Specialty in English, French, German, and Arabic Language Teaching Skills in Nigeria '

Programme Available f.{ot Available Total
30

30

30

30

4 (1,3.33oh)

o (o%)

0 (0%)

2 (6.670/o)

26 (86.670/o)

30 (100%)

30 (1oo%)

28 (93.33o/o)

30 (100%)

30 (100%)

30 (100%)

30 (100%)
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fable2showsthaton}yaQ3,33Yo)offerEnglishsrudiestcacl-rereducatiolrrvlri-le26(86.67%)do
not provide opporruniry for such. None oI ihe sampled 30 non-governmental uni'ersilies offers teaciler

educarion for French and German' only 2 (6'61"/") offer Arabic teacher education' The ansrver to

research Question 2 is thus that provision of access for admission ir-rto English and Arabic teacher

educationPloglammesbytlrenon-govefnmentaluniversitiesinNigeriaislorvwhilesuclruniversities
contribute notl-ung ir, *r.r-r. of access to teacher education Proglammes for French and German'

Considering *re cal-l for trarnrng and employment of more English Language' French and Arabic

reachers at various fora (olarunji, 2000, ogah, zb04; I-^-,2013; I(oiawoie, olarunji and Akanbi' 2015)'

for example, it is not very encouraglng to note that only one out of rwo non-governmental universities

supplemear governmenral uniYersilies' access into English Language teacher education Pfogramme'

The rate of provision of access to Arabic Language teacher education programme by non-

governmenral u.,i r.r.itj., is too lorv for the attainment of the A:abic literacy needed to have enl-ig,-rtened

citizens rvould not be srvalrgd into the kind of religious fundamenta[sm that results in wanton destruction

of lives and propertres as being perpetrated by Boko Haram and its sister destroyers' AIso' tl-re lack of

consideration for increased access to German i"u.h., education is a terrible dissen'ice to the nadon and

mere lip service to access boost brandished as major moUve o[ private participarion in universiq'

education Provision'

Research Question 'n'""'.ii^$.'1'#:.i:T':ffi:? :::::L::'tj::'"tJ*"t:l:-:'"T:hslj't^l;l?3
universitiesu,,dthtoreligious-mission-ownedcounterPartsinNigeria?

Table 3: Comparative Presentation of Privately Ou'ned and l\{ission-Orvned Universities' Access

provision for Specialry in English, French, G..-"" and Arabic Language Teaching Skills in

Journal of Education in Developi"tl!:15-9:2. October- Vol' 24,l'lo' 2,2016'

@yp " 
7 r, o gr,'n -: A"4' bia tY

OwuershiP

Niseria

Programme

B.Ed. English

B.E,d. French

B.Ed, German

B.Ed. Arabic

Private OwnershiP
2 (13.33o/")

o (o%)

o (0%)

0 (0%)

Religious Mission
2 (13.33"/")

o (o%)

o (0%)

2 (13.33'./")

Table 3 indicates that both categories of non-governmental universities (privately owned and

mission-owned) make equal level o[ low access avai]able for Eng)rsh Language teacl-rer education (2 or

13.33Yoapiece). Both categories in the sample contfibute nothing to access to French Language and

German Language teacher education p.ogtu**... But whjle 
"2 

(13'33Y') of the mission-owned

universities provide access to Arabic Lurigrug" teacher education, none oF the privatelt, 
:-Y:

unj.versities does. 1t is, however, noteworthyirrr,,t-r. rwo that offer Arabic Language teacher educa[on

are owned by Islamic missions. Discussions with some of.rcers of the concerned universities also revealed

trrat the universities receive financiar and materiar aids from international Islamrc organisations for the

propagarion of Arabic and Islamic education. Imam (2013), however, identifies lack of qualiFred Ar-abic

language teachers as a serious problem'

According to Enahoro and Badmus (2013),a11 the non-govefnmental universities in Nigerra are

still being confronred by funding problems excePt a few that ate owned by religious organizarions who

augmenttheiruniversiry,sfunding'ThiscouldbeunderstoodagainstthebackdropoItlrefactstlrat(t)
religious organisation, uttru.t theloodwill of individuals and other organisarions that give o[ferings' paY

rithes and special levies or donare generously towards God's proje.lt, u.a (ii) religious organisation's
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sc1'rools are supposed to be primari\, for evangelism and contribution to a better and Godlier socieqr [s1

not profiteermg.

It is understandable that fie e[tist adrnission seekers that can afford the exorbitant flees charged

by private universit-ies may not be ready to pay so heavily for a course like language or language teacher

educarron (Adeogun, Subair and Osifi.la, 2009)" According to Ofem and Adebisi (2012), non-

governmenral universitjes in Nigeria charged between N164,000 ($1,044 59) and N1,590,000 ($10,127 39)

because tl-iey are mostly for-prof,rt institutions owned, Frnanced and managed by eitl-rer individuals or

organisations and as such exempted from governmental funding. It is noteworthy that tl-re charges l-rave

mostly increased as at the Ume of carrying out this srudy. Flowever, if the non-governmental universities

wish to stay comrnitted to the professed motive of increasing access to the less patronised courses, they

wi,Ll need ro charge fees affordable to prospecrive students of the concerned departments and faculties. II
otl-rerwise, tl-rey would be more honest to revise the reasons they would offet for their operations. This

rvill not criminalise them in 
^ny 

w^y, though. After all, there is no crime in setting up a business enterprise

for profit so long drere is value for money.

Conclusion 
:

The hndings from the current srudy have revealed non-governmental univetsities do not significantly

increase access to English Language and English Language teacher education Programmes ln Nigeria. The

access rate contribured to Arabic Language and Arabic teacher education is even half tliat of English

Language. Currently, none of the non-governmental universities conffibutes to access lor candidatcs

u.dling to specialize in German or German Language teacher education.

These frndings show that the economic viabrhry of each course mounted by the proprietors of

the non-governmental universities takes precedence over theii professed desite to increase access to

universiry education and thus offer respite to the teeming qualified candidates yearly denied universiry

admission just because of the limrted carrying capacities of government-owned universities. This is, of
course, not an attempt to disparage the signihcant boost in access to university education occasioned by

the noble efforts of tl-ie ind.ividual and organisational proprietors of tl-re universiry. No one can sanell'

expect tirem ro invest in a venture tl'iat is certainly not going to brtng any ltnancial profit.

Recommendations

Arising from the hndings are the following recommendations:

i. TI-re Nigerian government should not expect the ptoht-oriented non-governmental universities to

make any significant input to increased access to the study of English, Frencl-r, Arabic and German

languages and teacher education in the rdentified languages, The government should, therefore, see

ro the provision of adequate admission opporrunities into such programmes in public universities.

ij. Government should commission and encouraged more extensive research on the potent-ial beneFtts

of increased access into such programmets in Nigerian universities.

iii. Government should set up scholarship schemes fot candidates for such progtammes in non-

governmental universities in order to ease the attendant financial burdens. Even the private

universilies will be encouraged to mount such programmes if they realize that patronage is

increasing.

iv. Having identiFred the areas of the Nigerian vzotkfotce that graduates from such language and

language teacher education programrnes can be optimally useful, the government should not delay in

getdng them absorbed into such areas.

v. Non-governmental organisations and associations that serve as interest glouPs related to rhe

languages should also ptovide incentives to students of such languages.

An flfficial Journal of the Faculty of Educatirn, University of Port Harrsurt. http:/,/www.ieda-uniport'com - 599

I



;ilGli:;i;;,

rnrtrt"tol of Eclucation in Developing Areas (IEDA)
) " - "'- -)

October- Vol. 24, l'l o' 2, 2 0L 6
:Eftl@liEr.ll+

References I r----'^fr- :alion' 'lot'rrnal 
ol'

Adenrran,A(1980).DispariryinRLlrngualclroiceandlanguageuseinmassCommunl(
I-anguage ancl Communit"alion Arfi 1' 

/.n/ro\ Tr-.-*,rrarion o in'nigeria:
Adcogun. r\.A.' Subair, S f ^"a 

Osifila' G I (2009) Dercl':t^t::tuniversirl educruon

probIemszndPIoSPeCts,flor-jdaio..-,,noloIeducrrjonaladminjstrationandpolicy:1:1-8
Aderunji,l. (2014). Arabic languag-"-11...1Y;ltJ;;;;""sm: a chronologcal eifects on nigeria's

heritage. ,roceedingt NOClO,n.{Tl+ lrir*otlrnalConference)''-i";^i Stiences ancl l{umanities' held

0n.".",:?.:::0,;",t'Xi:;-;.1ilT:Jlil'"L?;:-llJ.l1Ti,s 
importance in Nigeria raurna/ or

:.:,"-Y5 '! :^?!{:'#;(!,'I'3^iilr'1"'".'.':^li'1"",?^"'oarv 
education rn Niger:ia:

issues oIp*nning. Paper Pres.nt.a ]t 'ttt -lOr h Natianal Co';ft'en':e oJ \igenan -4ssoialiau ar

Etlucationat A,lnTnitrrition ord f bnlir,.- UaJ at the ntJg" S'it" L'.'i""rsiq' oI Science and

Ar^ri, r ;.^.I;ilm,flf il.ilir'Jlr)"iT5 ari.on or uni,ersirv education in Nigeria: rmplications

^-",.j::l;lif,H: 
:::;'+y.((!2\'rlli;iTducarional rrnancing rerorms in Nigeria: a sun'ev-based

cost implicadons analysi, i", *.i;J:.1n:ilffi; 
',;;;;;;;i;;i 

Journat of iluntatrities and Sodat

n,.o",,Tli'jo11f rr."o, and issueson curricui,um re'iew in Niseria and the necd [or paradigm shift in

educationat practice. Journatrf Er,r;;;;;i;,rd.t in Educario'2ii"tt'*tt and Poliq'srucliu .ETERAPS)

2 (5): 325-.333 'uil war Nigeia, 1.970-1.919.
nnyo.*, O (..d ) Expennenl wilh mass uniuertii edumtion in post-tt

Anyikwa, B'E,; N'ladi,ilA' and Emem e'P' (zot'z)'Globaiizatron and the cJntext o[ furure highet

educarionrnNigeria'Humani/1d:So,iol,S,iencesJaurnall(1\:61-16.
Ayuba, M.A. (2013). ;r^tb. i^;ug" 

-^rd ,i" *^L-g oi .,ig"riu.,'''1us,m rvome n' European Sientfic

Journalg:5:31'0-323'
Cr1rs121, D. 2000 

";;;;; 
englishes' Eng/hh TeachingProfxional' 1'4'3-6

Daudersridr, M. ^rd';<:u.?*^t"", 
C. ti,il co.,uo[jng-rhe risks of a global economy

destroyrng or supporting t1-,. :r.^1J;, 
f-g"".. 9fy,ers1, 

keyno"te address at tl're rvorld congress on

language poli.i.r, 1.6-20 Apri 200;,;-'?;;ed bJ t; ingr^p^* Institute in co-operatio* u"ith

th. Govt"'*tt" of Catalonia' Barcelona' Catalonia' Spain'

E,nal-roro,J.A.andBadmus,A.(2013).E-mergenceoflon;Bole,,,..,.,.,tuniversitiesinNiseriaand
Monitoring Standards berween 20t02'and 2012. Anerit';i;;;'';; ;iB"tn"' on'l MoTog'*ent2:1: 59-

64

Fafunwa, A. B. (1975) , Hhtory aJ.education in Nigeia. Fourlh lmprettion, London: George Allen & Unu,'in

r.a.r^tlil,rernmenr o[ Nigeria (FGN) (2004) Narional policy on education, 4trr Ediuon' ^ : "

Germany,s Role. II Jochen St.i.rt',16.t and I(arflen I{]uver (Eds')' C\m!?:r 2020' Cemanl tn

Internationalkelationt. Aimt, lnttrumi'i,-irorp,,t'' Berlin: tt'*d'ith ' Ebert-dtifrung'pp' 2-16

Graddot, D. (2000). The future of Englsh? )" ir';at'[,t itrecarting tl, priru"rl oJ the Engtith language in the twentl'

irrt n)ug'' UK'Tt" British Council' ' )n15326185
irttp:1/',r"uiv gf"U^i"t"ar ch'ca,f germanys-dominant-tole-in-the-european-un1c

http.. /$ v\'-delltqcl-II^nd.de/en--'..-- rPol cs/ger:m"ny-eLlroPe {}"-rm"n1/q-ne\'-role-in-

eufoPe

Imam,I.A.(2013)Thestudyof.A:abiclanguage'1:h"Nigerian-T,,,"dforces:Prospectsand
probl.-'''/z i*'o'io no t 1 o'rna. of B urineu aid S7tiat S tienrc 4 : 6 : 1 8 9 -1 9 5

Instirut Francais Nigeria (2015). ,, 
'gt"l'-:"^t:f 

i i., rt^t,,* ett"t',' http://www'insdrut'rancats-

nigeria. com/ 1 7-good-reas ons-to-learn- trenc n /

L,I.g.iry Pub[cion r ,..,^- L^"-r 'es on primary school

t'o"gu"''t'i:sl7,"'-T:::::lit[,i:;iil:['.:iT[:13"*c'lionar 
stratesles 

I" 
"?"*ieacherg,d.,.nrior,, uiiversity of lbadan, Nigeria' XVI+187pp 

:or in Ntgeria. Edo

I{azeem, I( and 
'gt, 

OltzolOi' Redressing the growing concern oI the education secl

J o u rna / oJ Co u n ie Ili ng 3:1:40-4t)

600

An 0fficiarJournarof the Facurty o{Education, universrty of port Harcourt. http://www.ieda-unipor!'com



Journal of Education Developing Areos AEDA) 0ctober- Vol. 24, No. 2, 2 016.

Kolawole, C.O.O., Olatunji, S.O. and Akanbi, O.O. (2015) Imperatives for successfulimplementation of
EngJish Language Curriculum in Nigerian Secondary Schools. In Olawale O. Moronkola,
Clement O.O. I(olawole, Babatunde O. Asagba, Jonathan O. Osiki and Adebola Jayeoba (Eds.)
E,duralional Theory and Practit'e arorr Dfudplinet. Prolet'ting beynd the 21tt Century. Pp. 53-70.

Munkler, H. (2015). Germany's new roie in Europe. Retrieved on 28th May,20l.6 from
Muraina, M.B. (2010). Aguide on poliry makingand edumtionalpoliqt analttzr. llorin:
Obasi, I.N, Akuchie, R.C. and Obasi, S.N. (2014). Public policy and enhancemenr of access in non-

governmental universities in Nigeria. Pub/ic Poliry and Adninittration Rereart'h 4:2:42-48
Ofem, I. B. and Adebisi, O. QA14. Educational financing reforms rn Nigeria: A survey-based cosr

implicauons analysis for university educarion. Internationa/ Joamal of Humaniriet antl Sotial Srience
2:/ 5 Ogah,2004

Okebukola, P. (2004). Essential fearures of the Nigerian universirlT sfy-srem. Paper Presented ar

_ tl-re lVorkthap for the New Gouerning CounLi/t of Federal (Jniuerciti* in Abrya on 1st June, 200-l
Okebukola, P.A. (2011). Edumtion, entrepreneurrhip and enplolmenl.l{e1,nc)ys Delvered ar rhe F1.st

International Conference of the Faculty oI educarion, Lead Ciry Universiry, Ibadan, Nigeria in
Conjunction vrith the Global Education Nenvork from 30th June ro Zrd May, ZOt+

Olarunji, S.O. 2000' French as Second Official Language in Nigerian Secondary S.l-rootr; problems and
Prospects, N{.Ed Dissertation, Ibadan: Universiry of Ibadan.

Oloyede H. O. B. and Adekoia, B. (2010). Prospects and Challenges of Private Unrversities. Fifry years
of University Education in Nigeria: Evoluuon; Achievement and Future Direction.National
Un-iversities Commission, Nigeria. 117 - 1BS

Oludayo, O.A., Uche, O.O,, Omonrjo, D.O., and Eche, G.A. (2014). \/iolent Prorest in privare
Universities in Nigerta: Implicalions for Educarional Developmen t. European .f oarnal oJ'
S o i a I S i e n cr.t' 45:4:3 t9 -31 1.

Oluga, S.O: Adewusi, C.O; Babalola, H.A.L; Ol,ediran, B.A. 1999. Eslentiab of tJte of Engtith.:l prrtgntalic
and Contpreheniae Approath. F.de: BOA Educariooal publishers.

Onwe, O'J. Q013). Promoting the Demand For Non-governmenral Universities In Nigeria: A Suney of
Representative Private Universities. Singaporean Jourwal of Buiner Economiu 

'and 
Management

Snrdiet l:11: 92 ' 
:

Opara, C.C' (2010). An Appraisal of the ]vfiddte Basic Education Curriculum rn French as a lool for
Sustainable Development in an Age of Globaiization, Ghana Jounta/ o.f Edumlion and.'feachinll
1i:93-108

Osisanrvo, W. (2005). The Englhh Language in Nigeia: A Bkring or a Cog in the Ly/heel o.l.progrel.r. Speia/ Letture
Seiu'0/. Ondo: Adeyemi College of Education

Owoeye S.T. (2010). Optimal Activation of French fot Specific Purposes for Human Developmenr in
Nigeria. In I(uupole, D.D' & Bariki, I. @,ds), Applied Sodal Dimentiow of Language Ute an)Teathing
in IWet AJiirw: Fettchrift in honour of Prof Tunde Ajibolte, Universiry oi CnpI C-oasr, Ghana: The
University Press,224 - 230.

Pinon, R and Haydon, J Q010). The benefits of the English language for individuals and socieLies:
Quant-itative indicators from Cameroon, Nigeria, Rwanda, Bangladesh and pakistan. ,4 Cut/ont
Report Compihd b1 Euromanitor Interuational for the Bitbh tounril. London: .Euromoniror:
In ternarional

Skutnabb-Kangas, T. (2002). Language policies and education: The role of educarion in T, Tinsiey and I(.

-B,:ld 
(2013).l-tnguagetJbr the Futare. lYhich /anguaget rhe (JK needt mott and wh1t. UI(: Bdtrsh Council

Weidmann, J. Q011)' Germany's role in the giobll economy. Speech by DrJens Weidmann, presidenr of
the Deutsche Bundesbank, at the Americu, io,,r.rl on' Getmany, Washi.ngton DC, 26
September 2011.

werbowski, M, (2013). Germany's dominant rore in the European Union. hrtp://www

An !fficial Journal nf the Faculty of Education, lJniversity of Port Harcourt. http://www.ieda-uniport.com


