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A Critique of National Response to Space Activities: The Nigeria Situation

Olatinwo Khafayat Yetunde (Ph.Dy*

Igbayiloye Oluwatosin Busayo*

Abstract

The 1957 space travel by the Soviet Union and .Unilcd States o?cned up the prospect of outer
space exploration. The reality of space exploration apd space-based technology prompted lh_c
world community to put together principles at International level 011 the use of outer space. This
~ paper intends to discuss some of the national rcs[?on‘scst of some states in T?SPG.Cl of their space
activities to complement International Space law vis-a-vis the cffort of the Nigeria government in
putting in place legal mechanism to regulate its space activities .'%nd the adequacy of such I.aws.
This paper adopted doctrinal legal method of rcscul:cl?_ils it discussed some of the national
responses of some states in respect of their space activities 1o cgmplemcnt Inlernallon-al Space
law vis-d-vis the effort of the Nigeria government In putting in p!acc_ to regulate its space
activities and the adequacy of such effort. It found lha.l. even though N|gc_:r|13 has put lots of effort
in its space activities by launching Satellite for dlfferent. purposes, :.l Is yet to make laws
specifically to regulate its activities in Outer Space. The available regimés addresscd'wefe found
1o be insufficient. Hence, recommendations were suggested to cater for lhe. Iacur_la which includes
the need to have a Nigerian Space law which would take into consideration some of the
provisions identified in the Laws of other jurisdiction addressed.

Keywords: National Response, Space Activities, Nigeria

1.0 Introduction .

Until the middle of the last century, neither man nor machine had contact with the environment
called “Outer Space”. The year 1957 can be said to be ground breaking as it marks the beginning
of space age when the first unmanned artificial satellite was launched successfully in Space, ever
since, series of satellites have been launched in space for different purposes by developed States
like the United States of America, United Kingdom, Germany and Russia. Developing countries
like Nigeria have also shown their interest in space exploitation'.

The need to control the activities of stales on space exploration and exploitation brought about the
various International Legal regimes which include the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in
the Atmosphere in Outer Space and Under Water often called the partial test ban treaty or Nuclear

* Olatinwo Khafayat Yetunde (Ph.D) Lecturer I, Department of Jurisprudence and Public Law, College of

12aw. Kwara State University. Malete, Nigeria. khafayat.olatinwo @kwasu.edu.ng.08039221906. P.O Box
02 Ilorin ;

* Igbayiloye Oluwatosin Busayo Lecturer I,
Pnivcrsily of Ilorin, Ilorin Nigeria. igbayiloye.ob

Nigeria's first satellite was launched into orbi
called the NigeriaSat-1 with
NIGCOMSAT-1 in 2007 and r

Department of Jurisprudence and International Law,
@unilorin.edu.ng 08038076514
ton 27 September, 2003 as an earth observation satellite
a five years life span and then communication Satellite code-named as
ecently Nigeriasat-2 and Nigeriasat-x in 2011
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o Treaty of 1967°, Convention on lnlernu[io

972* Convention on Registration of Objcclnd

Rescue of Astronauts. the Return of As STy
$ r

Test Ban Treaty of 1963, O“"'T.b.{:mi
Damaged caused by Space ]?:{L;ﬁ the 6 0
b, orceme ' a M - N;
outer space (1 9‘?'5)&;\:-;;;;1 into Outer Spacc 1?68 ungd} the Agreement GOVCrnin l‘ltlul
Return of Objects m‘ d Other Celestial Bodies 197 1c Ag
of States on the Moon an %

i he International (Multilateral :md'BllalcruI? :\frzl(:glcnlls. On Oute, Spac
Aside from the « taken the initiative to put in place law po icies on SPc. ¢,
n:mon.:]l level have (@ ational Agreements 1O regulate th.elr.domeslm_ activijey ;
comphmcnft m;ci:ns“i: Eicl‘ may not be necessarily dealt -\Vll};ll-n the van.ous int R
:l'l“l:lfl?:g::ll:f.‘r conlracts, issuance ol'_hcenses :'md pz:?::ijloszljigo;‘i il: quite Imponan:“hb‘

.1 ‘ he particular state is actively involved in spa 3 paper addresses ™
where the p . made laws to complement the International regulatign 'heq.'
of some States who have m domestic space laws that would be appreci Y
Space activitics. The stalcs whose dom
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 are South Africa. China. United States of America, Japan and Nigeria® My
work are ! LT ]

N ! (
emilll(; Ce T}t

2.0: South Africa

The South Africa’s Space Affairs Act of 1993 rcg}llales its do_rncsttc SPACe aclivitjag This

has ratified the relevant international space trt?atlcs, conventions and agreemen(s \, i t“\
the Outer Space Treaty. Registration Co.nven‘glon, Rescue Ag.reemem, Ll.ilbili[y COH\’enﬁm'i
the Moon Treaty. The 1993 Act CSlﬂbllShCS‘ the South {\fnf:an Council for Space A °§q
implement its space policy and oversee the interests. obligations and reSponSibiligies 2 s,

l:ntered into force on 10 October 1963

The Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration ang
mcluding_the_Moon and Other Celestial Badies (the "Outer Space Treaty"
,\‘.\cn;hl_\ 1n its resolution 2222 (XX1)), opened for signature on 27 Janu
October 1907
‘" The Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by S
Convention”, adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 2777 (XXV
March 1972 entered into force on | September 1972

The Convenuon on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer S
adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 32
entered into foree on 1S September 197,

The Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts.
Launched nto Duter Space (1he "Rescue Agreeme
2345 (XXIID. opened for signature on 22 April 1968, entered into force on 3 December 1968

The Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (th¢ e
Agteement”, adopied by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/68). opened for signate
f)_:f””l“" 1979, entered into force on | | July 1984 3

Reply fromthe questions asked at the Fourty-Fifth Session of the Legal Subcommitiee of the C““':;:{f
f“?)nhlrt:chn J";.zicr‘m Uses of Outer* Space in  2006" DOC. UN .svf\c.lﬁlnéssg,ﬁéa
M08, "r{-']i'pe‘:; . ;\"‘3‘3"-”%'/'-‘“/'-‘09”"-‘-{““fki"E"*L!mupsflsclddnsiinficx.html:- acccssltild octoter ¥
chpunwaanuange ol oS A Center, Says Space Scientist”™ Ving nard {1 d _

"'""”‘*"ML‘MJWHU!CH:I-nccds-n-mm:&Inw-ccnlrc-sn\'s-slwﬂ.ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂ- o

- =S
<nip- WA = . \ n> -

hup://w '.'s\.mm:n.'u_nunmupu'::u:ms.-.n.-c::a:h.mm.n.L',"nuw::z’luuqrt.ln-muIIs-I:1w-tm-iif"“:"'mgulm10
16 October 2018
(+]

Section 4 Space Affairs Act 1993
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ary 1967, entered into forge o

pace_Objects (the "L
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pace (the "Registration Comers
35 (XX1X)), opened for signature on 14 Januxy I7
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_ el
(&8 cams



17

.ce-related activities according to the existin

g Oute .
he South Africa.'® Other South Africa’s er Space re

e by ! " Space legislation jnc| into o
rﬂ“';';jmgm Act 1995, National Space Agency Act No 36 of 2008 ang As:r::mlzrnspgu Affair
Aantage Act 2007 Y Geograph

an National Space Agency Act established the Nagjo

. , .
o of promoting the use of space, coopcration in space-related activitjes fomegﬁ:cy for he
urPr?JS‘e ccience and the advancement of scientific engineering through developmemg research
in spac pport of industrial development and fostering research in sp of human

| ace science." § .
su - ' «douth Af
capital iive as a member of the Commiltee for P nica
resentati r Peaceful Use
d repres S of Outer Space

also ha

The gouth Afric

3.0: China

In China, severa! ry}es a{Id mﬁﬂ:a“l?(si }[:il:]ta!: \?vllilictz bZ ;cr%u!:at;'o;y -agenc;ifg, ?re?enlly govern the

.'s space activities. ACCOr ne PEp aims of China S space activities
Spate’'s lore ouler Space. and learn more about the cosmos and the Earth; to wtilize outer space
are: 10 8-‘(?”1 pUIPOSES, promole mankind's civilization and social progress, and benefit the whole
ankind; and t0 meet the growing dcmqnds of economic const-ruction, national security,
of.ef:ce and technology development and social progress, protect China's national interests and
sci

’ . nld
build up the comprehensive national strength.

hina's domestic space legislation includes its 2002 Interim Measures on the Administration of
l(;‘ |rr:1 o Civil Space Launch Project s,” Provisions and Procedurgs for the Registration of Space
Ot:,rjec[s"' and Regulations on Control of Military Products Export.

In February 2001, the country made Rules of_ Administration on _the Registration Saf Spacc-Objecls
in an effort to strengthen the S[ate.‘s regulation of space activities ar}d to establish a registration
system for space objects, and to implement effectively the obligations of a S[alc. party 1o the
Registration Convention on space ol?Jecl_lnlo OI:IICT Space. I_n .I\!ovember 2002, Chu.1a als;(g) issue
provisional regulations on the administration of licenses for civilian space launch projects.

0 Ibid.
Il See the Preamble, South African National Space Agency Act No 36 of 2008

2 1994, Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space: Membership Evolution. United Nations Office
for OQuter Space Affairs http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/copous/members/evolution.html>
accessed 6 march 2019

¥ China's Space Activities (White Paper) Date : 2003-12-15<http://www.spaceref.co.jp> accessed 15

July 2018

" Thid.

" “Decree of the Commission of Science, Technology, & Industry for National Defense of the People’s

Republic Of China No 12. Entered into force on the 21st December 2002.™

ﬁhn]pzﬂ.ww\".'fdi.um-.cnfnubeDl-ENfLawsfdefault.h[m)-acccssed 15 July 2018

(ngbrim‘lt)d in 2001 b){ l!l{: Commission of Science, Technology and Industry for National Defense

(€O ) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA)

. EI;;! L‘I‘I.'.lclf‘:d in 1997 and revised in 2002

i pcafgg:lrguc:: on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space Information on *“National chislntionl Relevant to
*ploration and Use of Outer Space.” Note by the Secretariat. A/AC.105/932 Distr.: General 2

@ CamScanner



4.0: United States of America

SCNSI Py, 19
. e Sensing Policy, ‘
i ) Jeaislation includes the Land Remo o )l Space
o agr Spml: " Grants 20 commercial Space Act S. nal A
i rants,
Infrastructure Matching

. . 19()6:: i . A
Act®' and the Space Commercialization Pronml:lonlAc:ll?l of put in plac
ct”' and the nmerCIAZEE T e industry.
development of commercialization 1n ils space | )

: Space as common heritage
. _asserting the Outer _ g

The Congress. while ‘;e[asdscdmfd its space policy to include the use of Outer

Aeronautics and Space Acl, ~ ibute to the following objective o

for the benefit of mankind and to co ledze of the Earth and of phenomena ip |

(1) “The expansion of human knowledg the o -
and space: . ! %t

()  The improvement of the uscfulness, performance, speed, safety, ang
aeronautical and space \fehicIFS; . | Boarmd o < of

(3)  The development and operation of vehicles capable of carrying Instrumenys, equi
supplies. and living organisms through space; . Pen

(4)  The establishment of long-range studies of the potential benefits to be
opportunities for, and the problems involved in the utilization of aerop
activities for peaceful and scientific purposes;

(5)  The preservation of the role of the Ur_nth States as a leader in aeronautjcy) and
science and technology and in the application thereof to the conduct of peacefyl 5 S
within and outside the atmosphere; Clivirig

(6)  The making available (o agencies directly concerned with national defense ¢
that .have military vall_m or mgm_ﬁcancc. and the furnishing by such agencies, (o
civilian agency established to direct and control nonmilitary aeronautica] 311;:1 the

a so. . . - - - . . spatr
activities, of information as to discoveries which have value or significance g
agency, il

(7 Co-operation _by the Um!ed States with othe.r nzftions and groups of nations in work don;
pursuant to this Act and in the peaceful application of the results thereof;

(8) ';thc[ rnosl_;fft;.cllvc utlllzat.lon of the scu?ntlﬁc and engir]eering resources of the Uit

ates, with close cooperation among all interested agencies of the United States in orde

to avoid unnecessary duplication of effort, facilities, and equipment; and

9) '1|‘1he pLeservatlon of the United States preeminent position in aeronautics and space
through re . .
proce%scs ..;?far':h and technology development related to associated manufacturing

Pace py, 'y
Cl}f
U“)

erﬁCicnc}l

8ained from
autical gpg s;nc:

f disc(p,-.g,-its

:h-cdtctbestab!ishes_ t.he National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).® NASA®
eaded by an Administrator and a deputy Administrator, appointed by the President and il

Feb __—_H_—
February 2009$hllp:ﬂwww.qwu.edu> accessed 15 July 2018
» 15 United States Code Chapter 82

zn 49 USC Chapter 703
" Pub. L. No. 85-568 72 §¢

»n  (HR3936) . 426 (Jul. 29, 1958) As Amended
<Ibid. hup:/w ites o

i: Section l![’)2 Ww.sites.google.com> accessed 15 J uly 2018.

% Section 102

Section 202, Title 11
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_ Both are under direct supervision of (he President.?”
exercised by the Deputy Administrator when the Ad-mi

ipistrator 1S i _ : _ :
Admin disability which hinders him from carrying out his function 4 th

ffers any i ) : € Adminisy;
[SI:IB Administrator and the Deputy Administrator cannot engage in any other business vglclolr.. Both
. ] a |U|'|‘ ol-

urployment during theit enure”’

Space Commercmhlzallorz Act which pro.v:f.‘les for the commercialization of
Z(:imemiﬂ] providc-r to mean ‘any person p.lrowdmg Space.transportation services or
related activities, prn}lgry co_ntrol of which is held I_Jy. persons other than Federal, Stat
foreign government - while “space-related activities include research and development,
manufacturing, Processing, service, and other associated and support activities.* '
As at 30™ October 2018, a l:tl l.l to. pro_mote the development of a United States commercial space
resource exploration and utilization industry and to increase the exploration and utilizatjon of
resources in outer space cited a Space Resources Exploration and Utilisation Act 2015, had been
d on the Union’s calendar since 15" June 2015 for consideration and passing into law®'

The function of the
Nistrator jg absent or

Space define
other space-
e, local, and

placc

5.0: JAPAN
Amongst the Space laws enacted in Japan are the Law Concerning the National Space

Development Agency of Japzm3 > and Fundamental Act of Quter Space.33 Wherein it is stated that
the country recognizes that the significance of outer space exploitation and utilization i.e space’
use and exploitation is increasing along. with advancing science technologies and changing
situations in and around the country, hence, the purposes of this law is to promote in a planned
and, comprehensive . manner. the overall: policies ‘and -medsures’ concerning space use and
exploitation; , to ,contribute; to  improving: the:'citizens™ living standards-'and’ developing the
economic,society; and to dedicate to_peace and;welfare for all human beings'in the world: '

These purposes will be attained in line with the pacifist principle of the Japanese Constitution and
in harmony with the environment. The country also shall expand the_roles. space use and -
exploitation plays in the country by making and enforcing fundamental rules and principles
concerning space use and exploitation; by clarifying respansibilities the government should take
for space use and exploitation;, by draftingthe Quter.Space Master. Plan; and by establishing the
Outer Space Exploitation Strategy Headquarters.*

e f 1w

Py 0 VLI o TR BT B I
-
it

thrt.hf:'rmbrr,l?‘- lhdlllhe us?;_';l,r.l,d, e}gpj_ﬁfla;ion. of space is Lo be done in conformity with the pac
principle of the Japanese Constitution and in accordance with outer space treaties and other
gternauc_mal promises, including Treaty: on ‘Princ¢iples: Governifig the _'A'pli_'vili_és of States in the

Xploration and Use of Outer Space, Including the Moon ’a‘ﬁh'Olhé’r’Cc]dkllifi_l I}P'(.Iilcg.” And that

——
n srfgae 1t 4
. Ibid,

28 L 'Jr):ai) eateend o0 b Lodededn - raine Sh. oy ey e
. 'I"""‘-I SN [ LA } {10 ri - 't I IR Il LI LIS
RN L P W R TR RS TS | RS I S e S R LN e A Fa R EERE S £
%0+ /.1, S€Cton 2, 1 i 20 lition i Y Fe
T lPld I, o i ) I AR TR T R L A PA O (s ¢, :
| IR TR, Mok . ) . 4 ] | |
AL a1l Wi 30 ] l::.'; corrtllonees aealy 2ol Lo ra 2o el .'_|rl|.[|1|s raeala

Y T n -
o 0D Calender, iNo L, TLRISDS, . Report 1 /NouL14-1 53<. hilpsiws .50

TN TR I S BRI I A

[T LA

ngrd.-.s.gm'!billf_l 14th-

32 levya, RONBTES AT 1Y) . e N
3 : Laifﬁ::%w?‘;‘wm WOEGN D> acceshed 30:0ctobizr 201121, b ) Buin
Yol June 2 . i ‘

ne 23, 1969 (as amended) ke 1 9

4La
LOTTY o, }V,l}lg,g:;. 2 . . " s e !

3 2167 . ,‘.)033 Enacied om21 Mayi2008sirid entered intforte' o 7' Auist 2ver
7 See Articlg | = b son sl i ey Wik v g it o A Al

CC article 2
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o . + carricd on 1o improve t s
sace eaploration and cxploitation will be carrce cind of lhl:'cals lohl(; Cllizeng
" WPACE A . . . . > g H
o ]] -tlt\ form a safe and sccurcd societys [0 remove lll)’d scurily in th or |Ivc5' Sue
.\mndalr : lt s ami poverty: and to maintain peace and sccurity in the h0mc|and andha‘
natural disasten A

world™™
A W r vernment of Japan shall formulate and i
Finally. Amicle 7" provides that the go -

ehensive policics and measures conceming space use upd cxploitation in c(,mp“ance '_ﬂl
comprehens .. soned fi Article Two to Article Seven Wit
the {undamental principles mentioned from

6.0: Nigeria . .
. : nal Treaties and i
Though Nigeria is a signatory to most of these Internatio Convenuons on Ou

Space.” Nigeria is yet to pass a law specifically on Space activities.” As Pointed g,
Momoh.” recourse would be had 1o available laws in Nigeria relevant enough to be borroweq .Y
apphed 10 outer space. Ta him. some of the State's domestic laws_ that are applicable to, S{:ﬂld
aspects such as communications, insurance, export controls and l'ntfalleclual Propenty; datap
profection can be made applicable. by reference, to space-related activities. This was the siml_“ﬂ
with France until it enacted its own National Space Law in 2008.*' For example, (he Insummn
Act of 2003 which provides that ‘part of the re-insurance pertaining to assets such as satelli?ce
underwritiecn by foreign insurance companies, must be placed with Nigerian underwrite -
while the Nigerian Communications Act of 2003, grants the Nigeria Communicrsr

¢ ommission (NCC) the sole and exclusive power ‘1o manage and administer the radig I'requae:on.
spectrum for the communications sector and in that regard to grant licenses for and regylage Ig
we of the aaid radio frequency spectrum.™ 1t is a fact that satellite communications® rely
the use of radio frequency spectrum for signal transmissions. On the protection of remoely
sensed data, one must take into account, the Copyright Act.*® and the 2003 Nation Gﬁi

q o ;
- See anticle 3
Iundamental Act of Quter Space 2008
1? - . -
: Including the Outer Space Treaty, Registration Convention, Liability Convention and the Moo
1oty
' W _Mnmuh‘ An Abstract on the Overview of Nigeria Space Activities and Space
!\f;;;‘-h"ﬂ-""““'“‘--*Pacc--gﬂm.an:onfcrenccsfalcQ007/programme}momoh >accessed on 7 Ju
L8 -
W Momoh "An Overview of Niger Vi
2 : getian Space Activity and S ace Law’
g French Law on Spece Operation 2008 d prse iy (2008)

Section 72 Pl

Secton 32 & 33354
LIPS HRELCMNG s tvste hee that though the
1 o aie ghie Nigcoun

]

private entity established by the Nigerian Govemuxet

4zy axprce ption, - jons !
Y OIS iy S S ; ons o
2 P pverned by thase puidelines put in place for the operatt’
1
4 - :
G A Alshy Veleviom

Communcatym, A :2:il-t“}mmummuu"“ satellite is subject 10 the provisions of |hc'§lgﬂi;
- el el 2003 as far as the use ufrm!infrcqu::ncs' spectrum is concemed. s day
; Mold endinan)y .
HRCwned conga.e ¢ : .
Niseosae rt&;ﬂq;{:;}; :::‘u lh-.. Federal Ministry of Science and Technology, s s‘l’::jtd;;'gw
1999 TR Uucular - Reference No. SGE/OP/IS.A/T. 1/142 of 2
‘ ) . . Ccnlc.r-
Online Anicle churn- ersity of Pennsylvania- Africa Swdics
- s € RUDI o w afiics o 1 CA A E it Y
g Cop 28, 18N 2003 =edwBCALis infilhunls accessed 26 October 2018

IMUNICalGN, 4y .'\'lfc:i.’.l' Univ

-"‘"——-a—_,._____.____._,____"_
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¥ J? H - o e
;nrm-mmi.m Policy “"I"CL‘CI'EE:I";‘I{’JO"A‘IS;;’"l]:OFFI'hL purpose of Protecting intelleciyy)
( 1o remotely ata. +the Fire Arms Ac, provides regulations o lrn ey

3 ] cc . ) ) . ;
with resP 1 of antillery and rocket weapons (which wouyld cover space launch
aunch vehj

import and €xPo me cumbersome since reference
Hence. this may beco may be made to numeroys laws (o ¢

space activitics.
The National Space Rcs.carcpf and .Def’e,lc_’Pmem Agency Act,*” though provides for y
horisation for the licensing ol space activities and prevention of space activities thay ¢qp e
o nination to the environment as part of the functions of the Agency, cannot be (; cause
i tive enough in Its provisions. Thus there is the need for a domestic space re iSa; 10 be
il o basic aspects of space activities. This will enable the country to compfl;ym\;i:,h;::;

il cover ) . 50
“‘;:-Igations under international space law.
obll

! satellite was launched into orbit on 27 September, 2003 as an earth observation

5
Y t
igeria's firs g : : s )
Nig e called the NigeriaSat-1 with a five years life span. The éncouraging successes recorded

satellit e lted in furtl .
from the NigeriaSat-1 resulted in further investment I;)y the Federal Government in 2
communication Satellite code-named as NIGCOMSAT-1°* and a second earth observation
satellite, Nigersat-2. —— —

NigeriaSat-1 images have been used to address issues in virtually every facel of life in the Nation,
For instance, in the terrorist attack by Boko Haram group, particularly the kidnap of the Chibok
girls, the country relied on the images from the satellites to get a clear view of the Sambisa
forest.”*Also through the Disaster Monitoring Constellation (DMC), images have been made
available worldwide for the management of disasters.” The Director-General*of NASRDA ¥

JA Ganiy ‘Current Trends in Nigeria’s Space Development Programme to Facilitate Geospatial
Information (GD) Sharing and Implementation of the NGDI'
http://www.aae.orafealleries/edest/Agbaje.pdf accessed 16 October 2018

% 1958. Cap F28, LFN 2004

¥ 2010. Government Notice No. 382 http://www.nasrda.gov.ng/en/nasrda-act/ accessed 6 March 2019

% Frans G. Von der Dunk *The Second African National Space Law: The Nigeriari NASRDA Act and the
Draft Regulations on Licensing and Supervision’ (2017) (92) SCTLPFP

fhlln:ﬂdiﬂf talcommons.unl.edu/spacelaw/92/>accessed 16 October 2018
' So far five Satellites have been launched by Nigeria. The recent one was launched in December 2011

called Nig ComSat. <http://www.narsda.gov.ng>accessed 26 October 2018

:‘ Launched in May 2007 in China
~ Efem Nkanga, ‘History as Nigeria Finally Launches Two Satellites’ Thisday (Nigeria, 17 August 2011)

rticles/history-as-nigeria-finally-launches-two-satellites/9658>accessed 26 October

47

<Www.thisdaylive.co/a

%018

Scc[oferview of Space Exploration in Nigeria: Challenges and Solutions for the Effective Operation of the
Or <htips://s3 amazonaws.com/documents.lexology.com/df30977b-68b2-de  1-bf66-

l
ssﬁcscil 0e7411.pdf>accessed 16 October 2018
e .
geriaSat-1. Onljpe, http://www.globalsecurity.org/space/world/nigeria/nigeriasat-1.htm _accessed 6

March 2019

$ ,Sc'du Mohammed

fgf ?;e IRcscar Fh and Dcvlelopmenl Agency (NASRDA) was established in 1999. NASRDA is

*Pace actiyijia ang eonuing lhe.N"’“O"‘” Space Policy of Nigeria. The Agency is launched to promote

" Learning of g cesearch in Nigeria. The scope of the national Space program of Nigeria includes Study
asic Space Sciences Research and Education in areas of rocketry, satellites and space

aliona|
T€Sponsib)e
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of the burning issues in space development 1o inclygg
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The United Nations Office for, Outgr,Space Alfnirs (OOQSA)," The ‘N'ge”"‘-gﬂ\mmn S Wiy
ihcbu{mrulé(i ‘the INigcri'ai Communication Satellite Ltd (NIGCOMSAT):in:2006 4
Satellite services®
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Recently, .in -April- 2018. the -Nigdria iCommiinication 'Satellite’ ﬁniidh:‘nc’c’d "ih'ﬁ't"i'l“'({,i"- ,'I.'j'}
another twossatellites! in tollnboration with Chifily GrcHl‘Wlall’ llidl\Elry 'C(S_Ol'é'l"a'lion‘ (CG\! Unch
These satellites is plinned toibd deployed in'36 mbniihs from the' time i wa 'q'n}'\'duncc-d_ . ::-,YIE)-"
LT P il
These activities and workshop indicates keen- interest-of the-Nigerian governmey,
activities. Therefore, donicsticatioli:of ' space’ law is'hecessary 'in' order’ 16 address i)y
challenges as indicdted carlien o e el adodd o 3o vy g -
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scienceg, eyiablishment of Natjonal, Earth observatiqn sation forremote sensing and safellite meteoroley
i;g:‘. b nd the provision gf reljableclecommunication services in Nigeria,, NARSDAACT 2
SN AR { B Nateranu’ Uit Ul et]s0 q st iy sl 1N
. ﬂl.lefﬂ.\‘ (Nigeria, 17 August 201 [)swy \v.._llglzl.édn live :?0/:1 lir:l't[;sl;fl;]isngzu'].'f.-ns-t;]i,t.:.eri:J-ﬁrt;ali):1 l=]J::nxg]>|:l1‘:s-t'at.=
satellites/9658>accessed 20 October 2008~ (1 T T T - oo o S e
W‘WT—'F* otkines of “I DN T L L 4 T BT T P T DY I VPRI T R IR AR T L
ithin the workings of the Unjied Natiqns Programme on,Space Applications, the Workshop ¥a ¢
2rgamzcd ‘;md hos!cd by the Government of Nigeria, and was held in Ab‘:ljﬂ Nigérjﬁ, 21;-:24,N6\1emb§
2003, “Unitcd, Nations Holds Space- Law Workshop. In,Nigeria/, Press release, 18 November 2005 U
Office for Quter Space Affairs <hupy//www.spaceref,com|> accessed 7 September 2018 . i
p ‘]"hns company Iaur'u.'hcd its first geostationary Satellite ilniitiO?'(Nig-cc'imsﬁl'- l') which was later deorbl®
NU.'T éu Opscf.“t.'o".“l- failure. It subscquently, launched anpiher, replacement satellite in 2011 called
eLomSat-IR = at, . Xichang. . Sajelfite. . Launch . Centre, .. South . West
<htip://nigcomsat.goviabout.php>accessed 27 SR S e
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22018 L "'lﬂk"ﬂrdnl.r.u)lnl?.OIBi(lch'nmcrm-inunch-2-salcllilcs-éoon-nigcomsmb» accessed 16
(1

Om.grl,‘%ffll,l'@*':';{nr% listed countries have submied their national space lay to the.United .
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\ct. asides from the establishment of NASRDA,
According 10 lh‘c‘ }'Cil.;ﬂcc technology development and Manageme)
puilding in sp:ltl'_"‘:[i“ns and enhance the development ang entrenchmeny of p
for various :II‘.D- IC: the provisions of the Act reveals a rather keen interest in N
look m;:hcr purposcs identified in the preambe, L "”"h"-‘hmcnl of

iLis to also ¢
", dcvulup -

Search.™
a4 cursory
the Agency than

divided into 0 parts. Part I deals with the ey
Wi 1. 1V and V are concerned with the funciio

. while the last part provides power of acquisition
the ASCHEY powers, Court action and the power of (he Coyp
its borrowing '

objectives of the Agency.

The Act is

COmposition of the
Agency. Part 1l

NS, structure, staff ypg lnancing of
npcl disposal of Property as welf 4
cil to make regulation 1 further he

There is nced to pul more effort in specific regulations such that would

individual corporation interested in space activities. insurance of spice
1 ' : .

Ir"uiqtr*nimn of spacc objects, safety of Nigerian Astrona

nlvfdl-ces Cluc can be taken from the domestic sp

C SS.

identificd.

PUL in the interesy of
: object or activities,
uts, liability of space users and the list is
ace laws of other countries such g those

The Council can also make regulations which would cover al| these aspect not dealt with in the
substantive Acl.
7.0 Conclusion

Progressive steps are taken by Nigeria which is to advance its position in the exploration of Quier
space and the country is ambitious to participate in space aclivities. As one
countries in Africa in outer space, Nigeria made an attempt to enact a legislati
Space Research and Development Agency Act to contribute (o further the dev
law. However, the Act appears to be inadequate as it caters for few aspects of space activities.
Hence, other laws may need to be referred to as regards other aspects of space activities which
may be cumbersome. Nigeria can leam from other countries which aside from ratifying
international treaties, adopted specific legislation to regulate space activities.

of the leading
on i.e National
clopment in space

The domestication of the various Intern

comprehensive enough 1o address vital
recommended.

ational Space Law and national space legishation
aspects of space activities of the country are therefors
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