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According to the World Health Organization (2010), nearly 1.3 millian pcuplcl t}lc each year ,.3 n
'?’“'h of a road wattic collision; which translates to more than 3,000 deaths per day. "“mmfm“u'v' bl _m
fifty million more people sustain non-fatal injuries from collisions, and these injuries are fmportant }:n?::es
of disabilities worldwide. The WHO report went further to state that 80 pereent of road wrattic d-t:m.h .mhu:
in low= and middle-income countries, even though these countries have only aboul onesthird ot the waorld's
registered vehiele NMeet. Road waffie injuries are among the three lending causes of death Iu_r ';"lf’.'u'_*hlc
between S and 44 years of age. This is in part, a result of rapid increases in moterization wnth;lll‘l h;ll r:":;':l
improvement in read safery strategies and land use planning. It has been c&lll_l'lﬂ"-"'l that I" L "'u;n i:'
Accidents (RTAs) or Crashes will be the third leading cause of death worldwide by the year SU2
preventive actions are not taken to curb the menace (WHO, 2010).
- However, South-East Asia has the highest proportion of globa ected for under-
nury mortality rate 18 the highest in Africa (28.3 per 100,000 I“‘I“‘]“‘i““ when .;uuxc.u the risk of
reporting), compared with 11,0 in Europe (Peden, Seurfielddt Sleet 2004). Neary B T
dying in a road crash is far higher for vulnerable road users than for car oeeupants (Buropst rlmm]mt
Safety Council < ETSC, 2003) and in addition, the World Health Ol}!lmi"-‘"i““ (J:tl.‘.ll) hjulfl.l.-“:“' It!:e
statistics on death and injuries on highway-related ¢rashes results in immeasurable pain and sutiecing WIS
many billions of dollars in medical expenses and lost productivity had been spent. UL R st
consequences of motor vehicle erashes have been estimated between 196 and 3% of the respective GNEal
the world countries, reaching a total of over $500 billion (WHO, 2020).

The causes of road traffic accidents fall under three major €3
deliberate risk taking, tiredness fatigue leading to loss of concentration;
maintenance of vehicles and: the environmental factors such as the conditi
these three categories, the human factors are said to be responsible for over
because the drivers® operational ability is very critical to the causes and prev ! 5
(Afolabi and Gbadamasi, 2017). According to the World Health Organization (2004), an estimated 1.2
million people are killed in road crashes. Nigeria has been ranked overtime as having the highest incidents
of road accidents in the world for obvious reasons which includes; very bad roads arising from poor
maintenance culture and poor road management, reckless driving, disregard for traffic rules etc.

Each vear, road traftio crashes lead (o loss of numerous lives, properties and economic sl'u_-.vrlagcs.‘
which is a major societal concem for the general public and governmental agencics. An estimated figure of
re injured (WHO, 2004).

1.2 million people died globally from road accidents vearly while 30 million we '
The same figure approximated to 1.33 million people in 5020 that have died from road traffic crashes
(WHO, 2020). In view of this. road accidents are a leading cause of death and injury in most developed and
developing countries and Nigeria is not exceptional, Statistics show that there is a rising incidence of road
traflic accidents (RTAs) in Nigeria. The situation with road accidents in Nigeria is uniquely high as a

result of over-dependence on the spatial mobility demand of commuters ot the road mode (Gbadamosi,
2015),

| rond fatalities. the road traflie

fegories viz = puman factors due to
mechanical factors through poor
on of the road and weather, OF
0% of all traffic crashes
ention of traffic accidents,

Road accident is Nigeria's third-leading cause of overall death, the leading cause of trauma-related
deaths and the most common cause of disability. The spate of fatal road accidents in Nigerin is
phenomenal. World Health Organization (2004) suggested that road accidents amount (o 3.6% of the global
mortality burden, road accidents have impacted negatively on the society and its economy, it has claimed
the largest toll of human life and tend to be the most serious problem all over the world (Kualer al., 2005),
In Nigeria, the genesis of road wraflic accidents is intricately linked with road transport development in the
country (Isa &Siyan, 2016). Nigeria recorded her first traflic accident in Lagos in 1906 (Oluduro, 1999).

For more than half a century thereafter, accident rates in the country remained low due largely to low
vehicular population (Ogunsanya, 200s). >m the 1970s, foll \

- - e improvements in the
national economic pros fent problem increased.
However, whether & atal for development
mh,::_ ‘gc.:)‘t;o;‘._ en exacerbated by the
ulgngt y Bngers gnd freight in
traffic crashes (Suma nd incidence of road

2 isport is the dominant
ribution to the Gross

om 1960 to 2017

Domestic Product (¢
shows annual increa
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Table 5: Mean Rnnking_nl‘ Health Status of Commuters

SIN Ttanks
Variables N Mean

4. The implication of rond aceident has physical, mental and financial consequences 40 4,1000 1%

7. Anxiety leads 1o traffic crashes 40 4.0500 2"

5. Many of the drivers check their health status only when they are sick? 40 39750 3"

8. Depression causes road nceident 40 37750 4"

6. Thinking about past events that did not go well while driving results 1o road 40
accident EATR

I Alot of drivers have family disagreements and upset minds while driving 40 3.4500 6"

2. Ecr;;;r;?using the Unilorin main campus road are physically and psychologically 40, ,c, 2

3. The drivers make regular medical check-ups once in every three months 40 2.5250 8"
Valid N (list wise) 40

Source: Field survey, 2021

Table 5 shows that item 4 was ranked 1" with a mean score of 4.1000 and states “The implication
ol'road accident has physical, mental and financial consequences”, then, item 7 was ranked 2* with a mean
scare of 4.0500 and states “Anxiety leads to traffic crushes.” | Towever, ilem 2 was ranked 7 with a mean
score of 29000 and states “Drivers using the Unilorin main campus road are physically and
psychologically healthy?” and item 3 was ranked 8 with a mean score of 2,5250 and slates “The drivers
make regular medical check-ups once in cvery three months.” All items in the scale showed a mean score
above the criterion mean of 2,5, which means, these are health status of the commuters.

Table 6: Mean Ranking of State of University Road

S/N Ranks
Variables N Mean
1. There are a lot of potholes on the University Road 40 4.1750 1*
6. There arc a lot of vehicles plying the University Road at once 40 3,7750 2™
3. Theroads are too small to contain vehicles overtaking each other 40 3 7500 3™
5. The University Road is old and does not meet required standards 40 3.6250 4"
2. The University has dual lanes for vehicles 40 3.4750 5"
4. There are no road signs on the University Road 40 3.0000 6"
7. The University Road is properly maintained 40 2.8250 7"
8. The street lights in the University Road are all functional 40 2,3750 8"
Valid N (listwise) 40

Source: Field survey, 2021

Table 6 shows that Item 1 was ranked 1* with a mean score of 4.1750 and states “There are a lot

ol potholes on the Univ o then, item ¢ nked With a mean score of 3.7750 and states
“There are a lot of vehicles pls However, item 7 was ranked 7" with a
mean scorce off2:82; ates “The University d IS prop incd” and item 8 was ranked 8™
with a meal 75 i ! Road are all functional.”” All

items in the yhich means, these are the state of

university roat
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Table 7: Mean Rarking of Measures to Ameliorate Road Accidents
SN Ranks
Variahles N Mean
7. The University Road street lsght should be frequent maintained 40 44500 1"
1. Awareness abowt road accident can help 10 limit the pumber of road crashes 40 43000 2%
s L]
4 Speed limit and respect for traffic signs reduces raad accident 40 4.2750 3‘
6. Proper road maintenance can belp sgaine the occurrence of a0 accident 40 42250 “.
B. Swsdent road safety cloby should be formed and they should direct waffic 2 busy 40 4 70 »
bors to reduce accident "
9. Speed meter checks sganst over speeding and road 2ccident 40 40250 &
3. The University needs to dualize the rosd 40.3.9500 7:
5. Bumps should be placed at strategic places where accident frequently ocours 40 3.9000 i*
11. There are sanctions in place for those under the influence of drugs 40 35000 9
40 37750 10°

10. There are sanctions in place 1o thase who over speed
2 The University sutherities 2re not doing enough 1o contain roed crashes prevalence 40 3.0500

Valid N (listwise) 40
Sowrce: Field sarvey, 2021

Table 7 shows that iem 7 was ranked 1% with 2 mean score of 44500 2nd ststes “The University Road
sicert light should be freguently maintained”, then, item | was ranked 2 with 2 mean score of 4.3000 and
states “There Awarencss about road accidents czn help W limit the number of road crashes.” However, itom
10 wes ranked 10™ with 2 mean score of 3.7750 2nd states “There sre sanctions in place W those who over
speed™ and iters 2 was ranked 11% with 2 mesn score of 3.0500 and states “The University authoritics are
not doing enough 10 contsin road crashes prevalence.” All items in the weale showed 2 mean score above
the criterion mean of 1.5, which mezns, these ere the measures 1o ameliorate road accidents.

Hypotheses Testing
Hypothesis One: There is no significant relationship between czuses of road zoridents and health status of

COTTITSLETS.

Table B: Pearson’s Product Moment Correlations for causes of roed accidents and heslth sistus of
CORnTasten,

Varfables Mean 50 N R P-Value Decislon

Caises of Rosd Accidert 549750 245726 40 0403  0.000 Rojected

Hezlth Sz of 227250 3.56613

Cormsnuters

relstionship between causes of road accidents and the hezith status of commuters. The
40.403), that is, 2 medium positive relationship between causes of road sccidents and
s, thus, it indicates there is significant relationship (p=0.000 < 0.05 lor a two-
e, it can be inferred that the null hypothesis which states that there is no significant
: of road zccidents and health status of commuters is rejected

¢ is no significant reiationship between causes of road accidents and state of the
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Table 9; Pearsa
road
Variables

n's Product Moment Correlations for causes of road accident and state of

Mean SD N R P-Value Decision

Causes of  Road 84.9750 8.65726 40 0,120 0.46] Accepted
Acciden

_State of Roag 27000 3.01279

a two-tailed test). Therefore, it can be inferred
no significant relationship between causes of road

indicates there i significant relationship (p=0.461 < 0,05 for
that the nyl| hypothesis which states that there is
the road is aceepled,

Hypothesis Three: There is no significant relationship between causes of road accident and measure to
ameliorate accident.
Table 10: Pearson’s p

. roduct Moment Correlations causes of road accident and measure
10 ameliorate accident
—.—_-—ll-—._-__

Variables Mean SD N R P-Value Decision
Causes of Road Accident 84.9750 8.65726 40 0.531 0.000 Rejected
Measure 1o Amecliorate 28.7250 3.56613

Accident

ationship between causes of road accidents and measures (o ameliorate accidents,

Table 10 shows the rel
The table shows r-valye (0.531) that is, a medium positive relationship between causes of road accident aud

Discussion of Results and Findings
We cannot singly attribute or identify a |
road channe), However, Ghadamosi (2015) argued that road accidents oceur vis

meel up turmnaover rates/gains while others are committed thus, causing the oce
these are prevailing factors that were mentioned in the interview as stated below:

If we the keke riders follow ourselves and if when Irying to overtake without the knowledge that
there is an oncoming car, this unawareness might make it too late to reroute back steering to the
normal lane and that could lead to a fatal case of road accident. Also, one could be driving on high
speed and the brake Jjust fuils, and this could cause an aceident, Agai
not connected with how they drive and some do not have idea or ha
how they are driving, they are just there on the wheels to move the

on phone/earpiece while driving and when we horn at them, they rar
accident oo,

In the same vein, another respondent has this to say:
I was going on my way, with passengers in my keke, and a car fro
broke down in my front and I pressed the br
chanced 1o see carly i would have jammed him,

m where I do not know Just
ake, reversed and went another way. if I am not

Furthermore, there is g significant interrelatedness between the
causes of road accidents, It was Proven positive, as other respondents p
the drivers are deep in thoughts, more 50, they really sleep well, leadin
and high rising fatigue levels which could cause accidents and make it

health status of commuters and the
ointed out to the fact that some of
£ 10 a prolonged and incurred stross
prevalent on the road stated as thus;
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and worries (duréss) falahe may (sl
cometimes drink while driving Mo
g while driving I8 & majar eause

Someane could be tired and needed rest bt due (o pressures
asleep and this 100 can cause road accident 1hose whio drink
one knows the Kind of drink they consime and ordinary drinkin
Teading 1o the oecurrence of rond aceldent.

From the responses and dith, we ¢ai infer Wt major causes of aeetdent on the Uiplveraity mmp::]sl::::i
ncludes the ditelies, potholes, brake fallure, over speeding, wionlul avernaking, leen “":'r!:lu:lnnlll
phones unchecked distractions ete are the mlnim couses of aoeidents that olaim the lives ¢ .
commercinl drivers and other road users, and in rare caxes, Causes injuries find eAr :Inu'mllll“- fip between
However, most of the respondents were certaln that there Wis ne signifieant _lelnl'lr"'." : pl?lllhlﬂl'iﬂ
“."“' state of the woad and the causes of pecidents and that it only dopende on 1 skl u::“:I and rh.ti
Thus, there are a 1ot of potholes and road patchies on the University of Horin maio r:mnpm; nﬂ b
these facts cannot be denfed because (t is detrfmental to cars and people plying Tt E 1
assessment on the state of the University of Horin road goes os this,
Many of the drivers are aceustomed to the road, and the daily prssage
them, They know where certain ditches are and hiow to avaid ther. Hu
':“‘ “‘“lll anly for the first time might find it hard and rough due to the (At
the road.

of the roml (s not wnusunl 16
( for o niewhie who 18 plying
ihnt he/she is new on

Another respondent allirmed that,
The school road is not smooth completely enough and
overdue construction that needs revisit. And more so, that & e state of the
unhealthy may not hive accurate knowledge of what they are driving holding to the st il
road which could lead to umwanted seenarios, - accldent. He went further to oyt I“w m; It IJ:
road that leads to the University of Horin Teaching Hospital as also o il G Rt
dangerous for students and commuters alike to ply it for private and commerclal pUrPOIE:

it onn lend to neeident, due 10 its long
ome drivers who are fragile and

It is recorded that accidents happen frequently on the University of Hlorin road and It In not 3 m‘".umtﬂﬂﬂf
phenomenon nor strange to the drivers, as they had at one time or (he other witnessed the oceurrence fI:T
road accidents on the University road, [t was observed that it frequently happens between (he “,ninr -
quarter’s junction immediately afler the school gate and up (o the junetion that [c“_d" (o the school mult_:f
park, adjacent to the University Multipurpose Hall. Therefore, o direct relationship between the acts in
ameliorating road accident and the prevalence of the nceident lins been cstablished. I!tllcc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers (2016) posited that reducing road casunlties and fatalities will reduce sullering,
unlock growth nnd free resources for more productive use,

The oceurrence of road aceident leaves o lsting effect that either remains temporary of permanent
on the lives of every affected individual and their households. This could be so only if the concern person
survives such an accident, From the foregoing, road aceidents could still be destructive on properties and
entities but, it can however be prevented by (aking caution. A respondent was asked on measures they take
against road aceident and he explained s thus:

We do talk to ourselves 1o limit our h']ict'(l and drive !EI'IrCl}' on the road to avoid accident and other

road havoes. More so. our chairman usually charged us all to be responsible drivers,

Another respondent went further to explain the general practice of the Keke unit in school as thus,
From the KekeNapep association, we have this form, that once you are coming (o join the
association here in the campus, we give you o form, then you will be given o book that you are
meant to read to know the rules and regulations of the school and the general guideline for riding
KekeNapep on campus, And when you violate the rules, there is always a punishment, which in
itsel £is based on the kind of error committed by you,

The researcher inquired about other processes the association takes in limiting the occurrence of rond

aceident and ensue that its personnel are not instigators or victims of road aceident, and he mentioned that,
As for the association, I Know that we have o law that onee you commil the snme sin one, two and
three times repeatedly, then the final judgement is for you to leave the school environment so as
not to spoil the reputation of the association within the school environment,
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I van bo vl ann the PRpanNes Lt there exist o seadre ondl the presence of awarenss un Tl
AV S e cemianten s unii g il o snsure i ke mwmbiers alside o el ragilatioms ol
A Ll onles

Lhe pavate savmimenal PRI Gt oporating within the Univarsity community lave sanetions
AR Tomhs Ttbonn WAt e e b s Iive 1o fallow and (o regulations of theis align with sehool rules. 1t
fneliston e soro lsanoe for o Bk g and smokng while driving and any ane found wanting s sliown the
WA ouE o the Ehniversiny route. Mare my a Hine of NADDO 18 also o panalty o omding delvers wiile (he
SUVEEEEY o f Thee o oo (x eantived e tinre deatsions are then (n [ie with thelr bye-laws. One of
the fespamdents mentionet hat they oo aidvise themselves and they da this regularly w ensure (st they
et themselves of the Universdiythelr unton vles andd vegalitions (n order not 1o fall prey o any of the
witemees Histesd against rond usewortlinoss.

Coneiston and Recommendutions

Road avuldonts oeeur on all continents and in every vountry of the world, Every year it takes the
e o more than o million Peaple and ineapnoitates many milllons more, 'edestrions, users of non-
MatorEed vohicley  neluding Dioyolos, rlekshnws (Kake-napep, Maruwa), buses minibuses (Karope) and
METreRe s (Okada) @ a low-ingome vauntry ke Nigerto carries a lirgo propartion of the global Burden
oo aootdent fralites s sertous fguries The study examined Mhetors responiible for the Ineldence and
Drevatenve of rond aceidents ay aspressed by commutors of the Univarsity of Horln main enmpus road. The
findings of the study revealod that the (hotars responsible for the Incldence and provalenge of rond
aceilents ax oxpressed by commuters of the University of Horin main cnmpus rond were the state of the
Uiiversity romil, sk pereption, unfamitarity or newness (o the environment, lnck of funetioning street
lghis, no dual road infrastmeture, fncossant potholes and countless patehes, disregard of wuffic signu and
negligence on the part of some motoreyele riders without headlights at night, among others, There were no
stgnifieant ditferences (n the fetors responaible for the Incidence and prevalence of road neeldents as
pereeived by commuters of University of HNorin main onmpus rond bused on gender, religion, educational
qualitications, though, significant differences were found while examining age demography. It is on this
basis that the following recommendations were made towards ensuring sale driving nnd hateh free rond
accldents on the University of Horin road: That a transportation committee should be innugurated with
members flom every department/unit of the university and perhaps executives of the commerciul
transparters in a bid to ensure that all motor vehioles meet salety standards; the University management
should improvise means of providing enough mass (ransit buses (o ease the influx of pressure on the
commerclal carsbuses plying the route ot peak periods; building of ndequate hostels for both fresh and
satellite students in o bid to reduce tension in transport services; the University management should as a
matter of urgency, serap away the long overdue rond surfuce with countless potholes and several patches,
with an asphalt blacktop surfice for o smooth and stable motoring; the use of speed limiter should be
mtraduce to all motoristy plying the University rond; the street lights should always be on and burnt/desd
bulbs be replaced at regular intervals without delay; road safety club like every other registered
unions/associations should be introduced to members of the university community in a bid to create
Awareness and sensitization of the havoe cnused by round accidents to all and sundries; stringent measures
should be adhere (o and penalties melted on both stalfts), commercial drivers and other reckless roand users:
and fimally, the University administration should dualize the road for safe plying and as well, mitigating
road accidents/head collisions.
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