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Introduction

Over the years, religion has been seen as an instrument of Promotmg
conflict and war, to a very threatening level, instead of as an msment
for building blocks for peaceful co-existence in thg society. MS has
made some to question the relevance of religion in dgs age. Accordﬁng to
MalOmO, religion in Nigeria today has been devilled Wlth refglliouz
intolerance and disharmony culminating in wanton dgstructio:; o \;Zr
and property.! He cited so many instances of religious violence from y

2001 to date especially in Northern Nigeria.
1 1
At the globil lev}(lel, the story is not different. The September 1

. " : es to mind.
tetrorist attack on the United States of America qqlcle ComartS ab s
e list is endless of various religious conflicts i1n many p

nf ino a divisive
world, This is why Shadrack Best sees religion as becoming
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lasue that hes ‘,“m“mmll |n pil-m\’il:\g conflict flash point pe,

‘ cwhole wotld at large. .
N'P;“l"“'\‘\"“‘:.':“"":(‘\l\w“" has |)Im\ “nd‘“.(.)u'ldqs“llilnl,)CN:in: agmit of Soci.
cconomic transformation ot any ""“C'N-\" "'.‘L‘m I%"i‘ ﬁcr;al he. beneﬁts
religion s as a result of the m!h‘crcnts of « l ,-‘il-L : ~-L]f£"l(f3us grOUPS lot
practicing it as it should be, Religion _l“““' no “. }l'"’l ‘tb‘t - after all fel}giOn
teach apainst evil practices in the society, All religions encourage teligioy
tolerance, |wm*c|'ul co-existence “m.l love. In agreement with this
submission, Oderinde noted  that if | pcopl‘c (:1dhcr‘ents of Varioys
religions) apply their religions to their social, emotional, €conomic
nm.-ll(‘cuml and spiritual life, there would be umt.y.:md peaceful c,.
extstence in all societies.' In other words, the teligious violence and
uptoars witnessed so far are not caused by teligions but by the inability
of the Muslims and the Christians to follow strictly the tcachings of thege
religions,

Only i

The impacts of religion in Nigetia ate enormous. This chapter focuses
on the impacts of the Sudan Interior Mission (SIM), one of the major
Christian Missionary Agencies in [gbomina land, Kwara state.

The Igbomina People: A Historical Survey
The Tghomina peopl

group of Yoruba pe
Nortthern p

¢ are also called Ogbonpa, They ate a sub-ethnic
ople who occupy some parts of Kwara-South and the
art of Osun State, Nigeria and speak a dialect also called
lbomina or Igbonna, 1, Osun State, [gbomina people live in Ifedayo and
la local Government Area (3()unc'ils. ‘1In Kwara State, they live in
Irepodun, Ifelodun and Isin 1,ocql Government Areas of the State.
Some major [pgboming cities /towns in Osun State are Oke-Ila, Orangun,
Ora, “.”d la Orangun, 1y Kwara State, which has the majority of
l}’,l)mmn‘n people, some major towns are: Omu-Aran, Idofian, Igbaja,
Share, Ganmo, Amoyo, Ajase-1po, Oke-Ode, Isanlu-Isin, Ekun Mesan
( )rf ) ()m-/.\p?(), Babanla, lwo, ()kc-()nigbin etc.’

!Iw ongin of Ipboming People is stil] 4 subject of historical
conjecture. However, we agtee with Dada whe indicated that available
oral evidence and seanty written records explain that some Igbomind
migrated from lle-1fe, the cradle of human civilisation according to the
Yoruba mythology, while others are gaig to have migrated from othef

L ———
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ol Yoruba kingdoms such as Oyo." Closely related to this is the
which says that the atea now called Igbomina land was given to
ded by Orangun of Ila as his own share of inhetitance from his
dfathet, Oduduwa, the putported progenitor of the Yoruba race.’
i WAS the second son (and the fourth child of Okanbi), the only
o gf Odudnwa, he (Orangun) founded Igbomina through the use of Ogbo.
502“5 chis Ogbo that was supposed to know the way to the bank of River
I\t*iger, the ultimate destination of this itinerant way-farer, hence the name
b0170’710 ona ie. Ogho knows tbe way, which became Igbomina with the
:ssage of time.” Howevgr, Ibitoye noted that there exists also a tradition
glornu-;\ran which claims the possession of similar Ogbo as that in
Orangun’s custody.9 We, howevgr, noted that the duplication of Ogbo is
closely associated with leadership rivalty in Igbomina land since the

ossession of the genuine Ogho would have stronger claim to the
leadership and headship of the entire [ghomina land.

However, Igbomina people have traditions that attempt to explain the
origin of their common language (Yotuba), culture and political
isttutions from descent through a single ancestor, Oduduwa. They
share to a degree, a common culture and social life that can be classified
into two distinct sub-groups based on dialectic variations. The two
dialectic groupings in the land are the Mo yee and Mo san groups. The 7o
e includes Oro-Ago, Ile-Ire, Otra, Oko/Ola, Oke-Ode,and Agunjt
districts, while the Mo san groups comptise Ajase-Ipo, Igbaja, Isin, Omu-
Aran, Oro, Esie, Omupo, Idofian, Ila-Orangun and mostly those ateas
that constitute the southern outpost of Igbomina.10 Each group
possesses a dialect slightly different from the other. Nevertheless, they
ate mutually intelligible. The headquarters of Igbomina is Ajase-Ipo in

Irepodun Local Government, Kwara State.

cS‘abl.is
U‘ﬂdiuon
id found

The Sudan Interior Mission (SIM) in Igbomina land

Thf'i Sudan Interior Mission (SIM), just like the Sudan United Mission
gSL'M) was borne out of the burden of the Sudan. This mission was not
[;0"1 an ecclesiastical organisation as the Chutrch Missionaty Society or
Be Chmch of England o like other Chutch Mission Boards, such as the

*psts, the Presbyterians, the Methodists and the Catholic Missions.

E\
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oy on) on leho
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| hy ome individuals who had the |y,
ey aeen where it had not bee
mission  has  become

rdcn X
n [)[‘Cached
‘ A l‘cﬂ()wne.
According to the trustees of EQy,
';‘\,“"’,‘(.|i‘-,|l ( ’,lmu‘l: of \\'l’(‘sf Africa (li(j\\;/‘\)‘in‘
wligentse Iutr.' In .J?l‘(), I name wag ¢ al
Livangelical Church of West Aftica to Bvangelica] Churci]
changed Imn‘\| AVEngeS lone in order to accommodate other brangh,
Wiag A e '“ - deulatly in the United States of Ameriey, °
nlu“llllﬂl m;““,l]‘,‘\(‘:.:: :.‘:1 ,‘;'n:l“t SIM was to open the Sudan which inclugeg
< sole \ . ) . ; y
Iy\ulnz:in:\ l(.u(ul lm the Gospel of Christ, hudnl}.. l{‘ (Fns WUkt do‘fs Not
mean the Sudan in Last Africa, but a gc(‘)gmphlul Or vegetation region
West Africa, South of the Sahara (‘lmt 8 Ch:ll‘:lC(C?lSCd by the Savanng,
vegetation of level land m\'(‘l'u‘l with low ‘\'L‘gt‘lilUOﬂ, treeless or dotteg
with trees or patches of wood." In shortt, i\.udm}, here, refers to the land
of the Black people from West to Hast of Africa be.t\vcen the Equator
and Sahara desert that are yet to receive the gospel of Christ. It was the
belief of the Mission that the gospel was incomplete until it gets to the
people in the ‘dark world” i.e. the black people in the Sudan who are yet
to become Christians." However, Turaki added that the word ‘Sudan’ is
an Arabic word meaning ‘the land of the black.”"* Nonetheless, what is
important here, is that the name Sudan in this context only refers to the

land of the black people who were yet to accept Jesus as Lord and
Saviout,

and found
wt o pl

{national
\ Nip!("i“'

SIM was borne and 8
take the (Gm'u'l ol Ch
Foday, this non \l(jl\ﬂﬁ\
(hristian denomination i
het name was chanped o
1084 fn an attempt (o1

One wonders how easy and convenient it was for the white men and
women to leave their ‘comfortable’ countries to come into places labelled
as ‘the white main graveyard”." ‘The mandate of Jesus to go and preach
the gospel to the whole world (Matt 28:19-20) must be the great reason
for this missionary enterprise. Fleck sees this call as faith in action where
people who obey this command change their spiritual lives forever.”

The vision that gave birth to SIM was of a Scottish Canadian womaf
named Mrs. Margret Gowans in the 1890s."” She had a great burden for
the Sudan, hzwi‘ng.lcalmt that millions of people lived therein without the
of e B 1 bt sy W ng, e s he b2

o Rl to-her son, Walter Gowan and Rowland Victor Bing
an I‘,ngllslh Canadian. These two men were later joined by Thomas Kent
an /\mcnc.an. They arrived Badagry on December 4™ 1893 without “n::
sponsorship. - Olatayo submitted that “even though, they knew that !
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YA Quad, ¢ Imotoye & R.|
Religion and l)(\'duplm'nl n
London, Adonis & Abbey

Adcl).\)'u(l".ds‘)
Nigeria
ublishers

4™

A



r

w Abolarin [ Relicion and Development in Nigeria

p;mr/ [

«as 4 venture that could lead to the loss of their lives, still they were

Jetermined to risk it to faith” 1®

At thc? bcg'mnmg, they (%id not get enough support from local
churches 11 their quc countties. Not only that, they were told about the
Jeath of many m}SSlonaries who attempted to evangelise the Sudan, and
that they and their unborn children would not be able to see the St’xdan.
Howevet, these discouragements did not stop these missionaries from
being obedient to the missionary call from God. The chutches in
Ametica, Canada and Britain were reluctant to support them because
they knew that many missionaties from the West had died in West Africa
as they attempted to take the gospel to that land. It seemed to them that
thete was no value in suppotting those who wete likely to die soon.

Indeed, their coming to the interior part of Nigeria was a great risk of
life considering the hot weather, transpottation problem, shortage of
food and finances, health challenges, etc. As noted by Fleck, these men
reached Lagos with only about thirty British pounds.” They had no
mission board at home to stand behind them. When giving the command
to go and preach the gospel, Jesus gave his promise: ‘And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age’ (Matt. 28:20 NIV). This led
them to depend on God without any reservation. They left for Nigeria
in the same manner that Jesus requested his disciples to go: “Take no bag
for the journey, ot extra tunic, or sandal, ot a staff, for the worker 1s
worth his keep’ (Matt. 10:10). When considering the lives of these three
pioneers, it is easy to see how the SIM motto, SIM by prayet,
developed. From Badagty they got to Lagos. Other missionaries
discouraged them from embatking on the journey that could lead to their
untimely deaths in the Sudan but they did not listen to their warning.
Bingham’s ill health made him to stay back in Lagos while Gowans and
Kent left in April 1894 for the Lake Chad via Kano and got to Bida in
June 1894, The roads were not good, the heat was excessive and they had
much trouble keeping their carriers together.

Gowans was the first to die just almost after a year that they got to the
Sudan, He died of dysentery at Girku, close to Zaria (Kaduna State) on
the 17" November 1894.2 Kent also took ill at Bida (Niger State) and
died on the 8" of December 18947 Only Bingham managed to survive
and returned home. That ended the first attempt to open up the Sudan

- .
hapter Ning Daniel & Abolarin, in
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Iistianity (Sudan Interior Mission) on Ighomina 1 and,. 1 71157
. y (.hnsii X
1 Ippact 0/

B;
‘hrist. Not giving up on the Suda.n,' mgbam Camg
with the gospel of Christ. 3h 1900 with two other missionaries; Albey
back to Lagos on Mar - \s it was with Apostle Paul, wbo said, ‘fo,
Taylor and A. J. Moline. ’,S(n Cor. 5:14), 50 it was with Roylyg
Christ’s love combcls.us-.-, d attempt failed lso as Bingham took f
: However, this second a
Bingham. Ho b and was rushed back home. The other two
-' rer in Badagry _ : ; _
\;;tslll()f::xflis later joined him, they arrlveq Englaii‘;liotile next ship, T
ended the second attempt without any thing to s d . s '
The third attempt was the fruitful one that opened up the Sudan Wl,th
the gospel of Christ in 1901. As at that tng, 'Bmg‘ham had Succeeded i,
having a council that would be sending missionaties to th-e Sudan, T
group of missionaries: Mt. Albert Taylot, Mr. Charles Robinson, Rey, g
Anthony and Mr. Alex W. Banfield, were the first to b'e sent. They got to
Patigi via River Niger on 15th March 1902. Thus, Patigi became the first
preaching station for this mission

mission in the central Sudan, This was because
P

Patigi that the gospel spread to Egbe and
people, in Kogj State Titcombe called Oyinbo Eghe
by the indigenes. From here, the SIM mjss;]
land in 1912 thyo
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e /Refgon and Derelmeet in Nigris
A

(\N

pacts of SIM / ECWA Mission on Igbomina land

The Im
The impact of SIM / ECWA on Igbomina land, Kwara State is
c0EMOUS and could be felt in all ramifications of life of Igbomina

ple. Indeed, the impact of Christian missionaties in Nigeria as a
Country Can never be over-emphasised.” Many scholars have written a
lot o such impacts. Among them are: E.A Ayandele in a book titled
Vlisiomary Inipact on Modern Nigeria 1842-1941%and E.A Odumuyiwa in 2
“Christianity, Governance and Development: A case study of
21% Century.”” From all indications, it becomes clear that
le were not exposed to western civilisation before the
{ and the Church Missionary Society missionaries into
from 1912. Thus, for a better and objective evaluation
M / ECWA on Igbomina land, it is necessary to
ducational, socio-cultural and economic impacts
of this mission in the land under study. This justifies the fact that religion
(Christianity) is a veritable instrument of peace, unity, cohesion and
development not only in Igbomina land, but Africa as a whole.

p;per lided
Nigena in the
[ghomina Peop
coming of the SIM
the land beginning
of the impacts of SI
examine the religious, e

Educational Impact

ducation in Igbomina land cannot be
nal forms of education in the land.
of life before the advent of Western

The development of Western E
wreated in isolation from traditio

Traditional education was a way 2
education that was introduced by the Christian missionaries.

SIM/ECWA and CMS are the agents of Western Education in Igbomina
land, Kwara State. However, it has been noted by some scholars that the
Christian missions in Nigeria including SIM have not hidden their
intention that establishment of schools was meant for evangelism. Such
scholars include Fafunwa who indicated that the primary aim of the early
Chistian missionaries was to convert the theathen,’ or the ‘benighted’ to

Christianity via education.”” Omotoye also added that:

onaries to win converts to

This was a strategy adopted by the early missi ‘
aries have been consistent

their various missions. ‘The Christian mission

——
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he Impact of Christianity (Smdan Interior Mission) on leboming Lang (1
. ma * - Jhy

Lo gy

d dogged in their aspiration of the establishment of schog in thg
and do

regard. 8

As far as these missionaries were conceme_d’ héth?n.mtelhgence IS to be
cultivated as an instrument of understanding Christian Mmessage, Faj
which enabled man to hold fast to GOd'ng\’VS (;Ut O_f Fhe COrl\ricﬁOrl
induced by intelligence. Before the coming of Playfair into Igbomina
A to travel to oth

land, a few indigenes had gotten opportunities O other pay, of
Yoruba land, such as, Abeokuta and Lagos and had learnt that Westey,
education brings with it western civilisation. As a result, Playfajy’g effor
to introduce western education was welcomed at least by those Who ey,
aware of it. In Yoruba land, accotding to Ayandele, western educatio,
was looked upon as the only agency that could bring aboyt the soqy)
revolution that Nigeria envisaged.” So, it is not surptising that Missioq
schools were eagerly welcomed.

Dosumu notes that eatly development of education in Igboming Jagg
owes much of its success to the emergence of mission communities jp
1918 established by SIM/ECWA at Oro-Ago, the Catholic Mission ig

late 1930s at Oro and the United Missionary Society (UMS) at Share in
early 1940.” There were other mission isati

Ptimary schopls 1 d* Ths
between 1913_—- 1965, S1M/ ECWfr\y had up tolrflorlt%bf(':\:m tmlj:q schools
across Ighomina land. Among them were Prima qchogls in Oro-Ag%
Agbeku, Alabe, Atitan, Egpi Oyopo, Elesin Mét;y E)do-ERU, Ola, Ok
7 Danie] & Abolarin, in G

YA Quadri Omotoye & R | Ad
’ +h l iy Ids
Religion angd l’(’\'l‘l()plnt‘l\l n let-r)l?()(likh)

London, Adonis & Abbey Publishers
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ode, Pata}io, etc. Adult cduca-ti(m programmes Was equally established
espcci“u-" in those towns find villages where the SIM Missionaries settled
wch 85, Oro-Ago, Igbaja, and Omu-Aran. Secondary education was,
de\'eloped ofter the primary education, Teachers’ Colleges were
estabUSth in Igbaja in 1944 and Omu-Aran in 1948. The theological
College/scmi“”)' was established in Igbaja in 1942. This was the first
ceminary of SIM/ECWA in Nigeria.”" A College of Education was also
established in 2014 at Igbaja by ECWA Theological Seminaty Igbaja,

Kwara State.
e benefitted from western and theological

Many Nigerians hav
education introduced by the SIM/ECWA mission in Igbomina land. The

former Deputy Governor of Kwara State, Chief Joel Afolabi Ogundeji,
was a product of the SIM Teachet’s College at Igbaja, Rev. Dr. J. B.
Lawal, former Provost of ECWA Theological Seminary Igbaja and
Professot yusuf Turaki formet Provost of Jos ECWA Theological
Seminary were both products of ECWA Theological Seminary, Igbaja.
The bulk of the educated Civil Servants and professionals in the land and
beyond had their humble beginnings from mission education
programmes and institutions in the land.

Thus, the major contributions of Christian missions ifl the area of
education has been in literacy, social, moral and spititual up-bringing and
general development of the people and s even though the
mission favoured Theological education ovet general (seculat) education.
This was one of the reasons for Government take-ovet of mission and

chuch schools in the late 1960’s and eatly 1970’s.

ocieties,

Socio — Cultural Impact
f a society inter-alia embraces norms,
religion, festivals etc.

The socio-cultural heritage ©
superstitions,
xt of Yoruba History,

morals, beliefs, attitude, taboo,

Afolabi in his book titled: Ighomina Jand in the conte
noted that quite a lot of these and the like have been bequeathed to

descendants of Igbomina peop ds of mouth (verbally)
2 G, it is obviO s a group of Yoruba

and by imitations.
people have their indigenous beliefs nt of the
activities of SIM/ECWA in [ghomina land.

le over years by Wor
us that Igbomina 2
before the commenceme
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. ity (Sudan Interior Mission) on Ihoming | .., 121,14
1 of Chrishdii) L \R‘
" 1 0
_——W

berty, marriage and death Ceremg, .
P eeadly influenced by the actiiy ™)
le has b;‘;‘; %Z remonies attached to all ﬂtihese dif,
d. ing of the western civ sation th
fore the coming

. oaries. English wears are NOW wory |
naries
was introduced by the 1:?l i(s)l\(\)/ live in m_Ode’l:n Eg;jizf:o’rrdiuns YZS not' 50
Igbomina peoplef’ Pesotgpped into Igbomina 7 syl 4 e
befgre tﬁ;euy()g:@;,:;fr Anniversary Bt(})lol{rls;llowindows e nalm fror; dSOr
:fu(;n houses with thatched roOafS t‘zlmodern block houses and COrtugste
guinea corn stalk doofs gave wa);ne in to Iwo in 1924. Round family lon
iron sheets when Chrlsuaﬁltylc ave way to two, three or four flats and
room houses with I/o suddenly gw ell.**Mothetless babies were ng longer
storey building§ in th(.)' towr:l = other.S in Oro-Ago and environ, Indeed,
buried along with their dead m Homes in Igbomina land by the I\
the establishment of Orphan.age‘ act and eontibutlon of the issiog
missionaries was an outstanding H?F bomina people. Among the babie
to the development and Welfa.re oL 1gna thets 4t bish e RS
d from being buried with their dead mothe s 8K
g;cﬁede\vo a wealthy man who was the first person to own an .alrf:raft in
Ig;oriina land, and Janet Funmilayo Ibitoye, a former Principal of
ing School Egbe. .

ECTth: S:]j:?sg Sf the pe%)ple to know how to read and write .bIOFgl.lt
great enlightenment to them. Playfair was the first to have a blcyc ethllel:
Igbomina land Kwara State. From here, transportgtlon.SyStem n "
land got significant improvement. The custom of 1so.lat1ng thosehW1 a
leprosy to die all alone was put to an end in the land since 19'433§VT;ns
lepers’ home was opened in Omu-Aran by the SIM missionaries.”” Thus,

The passage of life (naming;

f Igbomina .peop
glM%ECWA in the lat;) :
from what it had been bel

gz 5 ; , [
activities of these missionaries, Like Mary Slessor in Calabar,” the SI}
Missionaries in Igbomina langd

fought and won the battle against tgz
barbaric act. They would collect such babies and raise them up un
their own roofs,*
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e Abodanit Religton and Derelopment in Niperia
'),'lh’/ -

\fissionary Miss Dick (P"P“l‘ffly called Fbun Oyinbo) stepped in to the
" o and advised them to migrate from the hill top and settle on the
land on 26™ November 1945, She added Owode (literary translated:
come) to the name of the town as we have it today Owode-

to\\

Jain
40

Ofaro

Linguistic development of Aftican indigenous language was another

heritage from th.c'Christian mission. While the European Missionaties
can be well criticised for their cultural imperialism, they did positively
well in the development of Nigerian indigenous languages and helped in
the rranslation of the Bible into many local languages. Guy Playfair was
the first tO introduce Igbomina people of Kwara State to Yoruba
alphabet an4c11 helped in documenting many otal traditions and customs of

the people-

Medical Services

ent to introduce modetn medicine into

This mission body built dispensaries,
maternity homes and leprosatium centres in the land. The supetiority of
‘his modern medical care to the traditional medicine was apparent in the
land. Turaki noted that the SIM was the largest contributot in Northetn
Nigeria towards fighting diseases and ailments.®? The missionaties statted
treating the sick ones inn their homes and latet built dispensaries to cater

for the increasing demands of medical services.

At its introduction, the Whiteman’s medicines
medical practice were accepted by the people with great s
contempt, but as time went of, the people grew to accept them.
However, SIM Medical setvices in Igbomina land wete also used as 2
tool for the propagation of the Gospel in the land.? Those who came for
treatment were first of all preached to. We obsetve that the medical work
of the SIM was as wide as the spread of mission stations if Igbomina
land. This explains why mission medical wotk had great impact upon the
people and the society and was indeed the strongest mission activity in

the land, Between 1902 and 1960, SIM/BCWA in Nigetia had about 110
he Mission Field. Three out of

dispensaries and treatment centres in t .
these were in Igbomina land between 1912 and 1947, The one in Oro-

SIM/ECWA was the first ag
Igbornina land Kwara State.

Ogun Qyinbo and
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. one in Igbaja was esta n 193
ed 10 3]915;;} wcstablishcd in 1947.% Dlsp_ensaries Werg
kc.lca) zc\guni'm, Ora, Omu-Aran to mention buta fey,
lI:e ’pioncering Nurses were Miss. Mouldlng, Migg

Navfair.® Latet, indigenes were trained

Margaret Lang, and 1-\[rs. 1 lzid}itzucrensaries in and outside Igbomin, lan:;s
S 254 FOR 0 @fferentdces on the Igbomina people can Never bé

The impact of medical sery gt lygletic 488 How t6 glve e
over-emphasised. People were taug e 58 peotle drarde 1
treatment. This reduced the death rate an; g ﬁmz i cally iy
the land. Health Education was given trom 1 ¢ and fre,
medical services were administered. Imn‘fumsatlf)n was also given frop,
time to time to the people.* Thu§, Immunisation W.h-ICh Is to.da
sponsored by Nigerian government is altogether a heritage inheriteg
from the Christian missionaries. . .

However, regatdless of the impact of these medical services of the
SIM/ECWA on the land under study, We_note that only vety few of
these dispensaries and maternities survive till date. They are the one 4
Igbaja and the one at Omu-Aran (tenamed Hetbold Hospital), and the
leprosarium Hospital at Oke-Igbala Omuaran. Reasons for this were
poor management and the establishment of local government clinics and
state. Hospitals in Igbomina land. The charges of these govetnment
clinics and hospitals wete lower than what the missions charged. For this
reason the government clinics and hospitals got more patronage than the
missions. Thus, ECWA could not sustain this legacy from SIM.

Ago was establish
and the one in O
later opened at Baba
Prominent among t

Economic Impact

American maize and
non-converts also go
species."7 Elaborate

cross breed cotton to Oro-Ago community. The
t involved in planting of these newly introduced
training were given by the SIM Missionaries in the
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o i new tarming techniques along with western edue '
hnues were also il\\|m\\‘t‘\| on, e > o m“”“'." ”\N\Hng
e -~ - ‘ non record that Playfair was tl
st 10 s ntle tor hunting games in Ipboming | '"'(l vis the
ogether mproved food production in the Tand ct‘-«":*"i‘H" ”“'.!l(‘ l"\"
cstablishment of FEWA Rural Development (l-‘.l{l)).. i rer:

‘\‘m‘n\ ..tmm \ng‘u\‘uh‘\nnl development  that  was championed by
sl.\l/“'\\ A mission in Inboming  land, talloring, carpentty um)l
tm\-mm\g \‘\'f‘l(“ il\(l‘**tlll\‘t‘\l to the land by the h:'IM I\Iisnm}nurics.
|‘.§|l«\|l‘|\g was “\"“‘d\“ ed by Mtlﬂ: ||.!"‘.. Mouldling, Miss, K. M. Dick and
Miss. S ). “\‘"‘N‘ mn tl\‘v 19308, The first house to be roofed in [ghomina
land Kwara State with corrugated iron sheet was in 1936 by J. K.
Adeniyi, the ﬁt':\‘l SIM convert in Igbomina land."” Many p(‘uplc,.evcn
outside lgbomina land came o Oro-Ago to learn these modern
sofessions, This did not only improve the economic status of the land
but aided the spread of the gospel because those apprentices became
Christians and went back to their villages and towns to spread the gospel.
Among such people were Olokoba Oluode, an indigene of Babanla. He
learnt bricklaying in Oro-Ago and became one of those who introduced
Christianity into Babanla around 1925,

Today, SIM/ECWA is involved in programmes that bring more
cconomic development, not only in Igbomina land but Nigeria at large.
One of them is called People Oriented Development of ECWA
P.O.D). Its Headquarter is in Jos, with staff in all ECWA District
Church Councils throughout Nigeria, Wells are being dug for different
communities, toilets are being erected for the villagers, and even houses
are being built for them, Also, Chutch and Community Mobilisation
Process, (CCMP) is an arm of People Oriented Development (POD) of
ECWA. CCMP helps in empowerment of the people in the community.
Among those empowered was Mrs. Abifarin, a widow, from Iwo-Isin in
2013 via this progrmnnw.“|

ECWA has many Nigerians that are
The number of Pastors and other staff members who wortk in the three
District Church Councils of ECWA in Igbomina land is over 300.”
ECWA Theological Seminary Igbaja has mote than sixty Nigerians ‘that
are painfully employed. The College of [iducation ﬂtl.d ECWA Staff
Nursery and Primary Schools in the land equally provide employment

g:linfully cmploycd under her.
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o [nterior Mission) on lghoming Land

The Impact ol porstignst) (S \‘”’\“’"

.. The Seminary and Radio EL\WA ba
opportunities for the citizenty. to Igbomina land and Kwarq State

2 enr S

opularity ‘ : (|
il bsrzou%hlt muicll;PPmI:ed the social and economic status of the lang,
whole,“and have

Conclusion

; o | be concluded that the im act

From the foregoing dlsf:ussmﬂé ;2\::1]'21 State are enormous. Ths c:ffic(:f
SIM/ECWA on Igbomina lan ife and the social instityt L

flected on different aspects of life a . ons n
Inbomming land. It is observed that her impacts on the EdUCanon,
E:gi?all?aecszo;nic and socio-cultural life' of the people under st'udy. ate
positive. We however, agtee with .Salaml who obsetjve'd Fhat Nigerian,
(Igbomina people inclusive) were mtroduc;ed to Christianity agd taugh
Christian truths that were heavily tinged with Western c‘:ul.tm.e, but with
the passage of time, especially in the 21" century, Christianity has been
contextualised. Thus, we would like to recommend tbat ECWA must
work very hard to sustain all SIM heritages, especially the Medical
Services that have almost faded away.

References

1. E.O Malomo, Christianity and Politics in Nige
Grace Print-Media, 2016), 144

S, G Best, “Religion and Religious Conflicts in Nigeria,” Journal of Political

Sdence, 2n03, (December, 2001), 63.

3. ). T. Oderinde, Introduction 15 § ociology of Religion, (Ilotin: Dehna and Sons
Press, 2004), 8.

ria Context, (Ilotin: Amazing

2.

> o

7. 0. E Dada, Indirect Rule and Educationa] Development in Igbomina land
(1990-1_960), M.A Dissertation submitted to the Department of History,
Umvers:ty of llorin, 1999), 2.
O. A. Dada, 4 Brief Histg ; : i
Wi b 0 of Ighomina, ob : & Sons
Publishing Co. [1d 1985), 110, &vomina, ghoona (Ilorin: Matanmi
9. Dada, A Brief Hi.rlog; of Leboming b
10. ECWA Ministers’ [] Ao

and Book, (Jos: Challenge Publications, 2011), 2.

Chapter Nine Daniel & Abolarin, 1n

YA Quadn, ()m‘llﬂ)'c & R.1 Adebaver:
Rebgion and Developmeny in Nigi-dz)()(l'dh)
London, Adonis & Abbey Publishers

184



p;u'rl o

11

17
13

14,

16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

w Abolarin [ Religion and Development in Nigeria

E. O. Ibiloye, The Igbomina M; -

. . y 3 (9] '
University of Ilo'rm, Nigeria, October, 2007;3 61ePﬂftment of History,
Dada, A Brief History of Igbomina, ghoona...63-64

he Maiden a Publicati SCW ; o=
T:NT s A ; adm‘”'Of ECWA T/Jeo/ogzm/ Seminary Ighaja, 2012, sxvi.
Y. y < rodiction fo the History of SIM/ ECW.A in Nigeria 1893-1993
(Jos: Challenge publication,1993), 45 8 :
I. Fleck, Bringing Christianity to Nigeria; =

. . geria; The Origin and

Miision, (Jos: African Christian Textbook Publicaﬁona;mgorlkl s
Fleck, Bringing Christianity to Nigeriay 12, A e e
Fleck, Bringing Christianity to Nigeria; 13.
D. 1. Olatayo, ECW.A, The Root, Birth and Growth (llotin: Ocare Publication
1993), 3. s
Fleck, Bringing Christianity to Nigeria: 207.
O. Aboyej, Tr.end in the Religion Experience of Igbomina People (1800-
200), (U npubhshed PhD Thesis, Department of History, University of
[lorin, Ilorin, March 2015), 145.
Y. Turaki, An Introduction to the History of SIM/ ECW.A in Nigeria 1893-1993,
55.
Turaki, An Introduction to the History of SIM /ECW.A 55.

JEA. Ajayi, Christian Mission in Nigeria, 1841-1891 (London: Longman,

1965), 9.
E. A. Ayandele, The Missionary Impact of Modern Nigeria, 1842-

1914: A Political and Social Analysis (London: Longmans Group Ltd; 1966),
329 - 350.

E. A. Odumuyiwa ‘Christiansty, Governance and Development: A case study of
Nigeria in the 21 Century,” i Nigerian Association for the study of Religions
(NASR) R. A. Raji et al (Ago-Iwoye: NASR, 2006), 209.

J. T. Dosunmu, Historical Develgpment of Western Education Among the

Igbomina people of Kwara State in

www.Unilorin.edu.ng/Journals/ education/ije/June 1984, 1

A. B. Fafunwa, History of Education in Nigeria, (London: Geotge Allen and

Union, 1981), 15.

R. W. Omotoye, ‘Communication and Universality of the Gospel in

Yoruba land,” in Saence and Religion in the Service of Humanity, Ade P.
ociation for the study and

Dopamu et al (Eds), (Ilorin: The Nigerian Ass
Teaching of Religion and the Natural Sciences (NASTRENS) and Local

Societies Initiative (LSI), 20006), 40.

[S—

Chg ; m—
#pter Nine Danicl & Abolarin, in

Y.A. Quadri, Omotoye & R.I. Adebayo(lds)
Religion and Development in Nigeria
London, Adonis & Abbey Publishers

185



36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

12.
13.
44,
45

46.
17.
48.
49.

50.

51,

Tehomina peaple of
lk. C. Bulifant, For

" F. Afolabi, Igbomina

P. Baba, The History of EMS

fissionary Tmpact of Modern Nigerig, 842.1

I4.
[ A, Ayandele, The M 4I

. \d .S.u340'
.s Social Analy 5‘1 ,
POI'lchall)?:ﬂnr?\u, Historical Deve
| I

y ( ---3 : {
l‘"f’;f'ti?gffm the Afiican Bush, (Grand rapigs;

56-60. |
1931039 in the context of Yoruba History,

006), 26.
e, 2 )(;fEC[VA 1948-1998, (Jos: EMs of Ec\x\

A
lopment of Western Edueapy,,, A

" 4,

nden.

By
) = S . o
Publishing Hous (Lagos; Michyg

Adebayo Com. Servic

icati 11-15.
Publication, 2013), the 90% Year of §] |
"\upamphlet written to commemorate M /ECWA 1

Iwo-Isin, Isin L.G.A Kwara State 1984-2014. 2014:25,

The Andent pathe: Chrisianity in Oro-Ago and Emvirons 1912 _ 97,

publication of the planning commitltee of the centenary celebraﬁo
Christianity in Oro-Ago 2012, 20 —21.
The Ancient paths:.. 431.

he Ancient paths:... 31. o
:{yandele, T{D/Je Missionary Impact of Modern Nz.genr.a,... 256.
Ayandele, The Missionary Impact of Modern Nigeria,... 258.
The Ancient paths:... 43 — 46. '
The Biography of Late Pa Elder (Prince) Peter Adenigba Akande Awololy
and Late Ruth Wura-Ola Abike Awolola in Commemoration of the 708
Birth Day Celebration their Son Elder Awolola Adebisi Olatunji, May
2016: 7-8.

Y. Turaki, An Introduction to the History of SIM/ECW.A in Nigeria... 173,
The Ancient paths:. ... 36.

Y. Turaki, An Introduction o the History of SIM/ECW.A in Nigerta... 172-173.

J.C Bullifant, Frym Pagan Child to Christian Mother: The S tory of the Ono-Girl
Bible Schools, (Toronto: SIM Publication), 77-80.

Integview with Dr. J.B Lawal, former Provost of ECWA Theologicd
Seminary, on 24th November, 2014 in the school.
The Ancient paths:.... 42,

The Ancient paths: .. 39.

Int;evmew with pa, Joseph Dosunmu, a native of Babanla who is in b

R?:s) iObS_,for} the 21 September 2014 at his residence, Ile-Olu, Babanla

CMP.  She s “POWered by ECWA Tra-Ajen o 11 3013 throug?
-MP. She sells bean cake Akary. She | If-reliant. She ¥

lgbomma, from Iwo ; s+ it

n ISm LOCa] G i i
i D% VA Copegiy oy et Area of Kvara Sate

. ~ Lo Signs
]ntcmational’ 201 3), 1104. 1123 d Fae ander, (Lagos: Victory 1gn

0 of

Chapter Nine

Danie] & /\lml.mn, n I—-—
YA, Quadr, ()muln)‘u &R Adeb

eligion and Develo ment in N
t e
London, Adonis & ffbbcy I:" Nige

ﬂ)'ﬂ(l‘:ds)
ria
ublishers

186



2. B A Adebiyi, The History of Radis 1iternal 1 ave Winmi w MW

g Ighaja, Nigeria, 2010, v, nuing Apica (KW A)

53. SS. S‘hmii Decolonization of Chastian Theology in Africa: The Role of
Theologscal Instutons” Chrstamty and Afrrcan Sovie { vol 3 '
Book Wrght Publisher, 2013, 206, . 27 ty Jowrnal, vol.3 (Thadan;

Chaprer Nine Dansel & Abolana,

YA Quadn, Omotoye & R.1 AdebayoF.ds)
Relygion and Development in Nigera
London, Adoms & Abbey Publishers

187




Uofittions aned deséddions of religion by arti-religion scholars, philosophers and sclertidts
Ot tersiniphay e ol televarca, functions and corritadions of religion to the society, and
(atially fetlics if 1o @ tere sed of beliefs, doitines, fuals ar spirtuaity, In Nigeria, rmost of
fhe writies of feligion ofen forget that they ome Wedlern edication championed by the
Iisaionaries for et of theif ateotnplishirerts in ife. ‘This is in addtion to the spiritual
ousidlarie of el lealthtare servibes provided by religious leaders and ingtffttions I the country,

If1 6L pravieis book = Religion i Contermpotary Nigetia- we addressad issuss i the use and
. Inisuss of feligion I Nigerla. This Volume fotuses on the role of refigion in Nigeria's
Ueveluprment This carefulty seledted o iurn cortains the subrnissions of eminert
sehiolafs fromi Afrleari Tradiional Religion, Chrigtianty and Islam and is jointly edted by
expetienced prufessons I the fields, The overall airn is to enhance better understanding of
teligion as a veritabla ifigliimert of developrrert in Nigerla,

/
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