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Islamic Literature and Arabic Poetry on Natural Phenomena: An Analysis......
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Islamic Literature and Arabic Poetry on Natural Phenomena:
An Analysis of Isa Alabi Abubakar’s “Al-Jamal”

by
Jamiu Saadullah ABDULKAREEM
&

Abdur-Rasheed MAHMOUD-MUKADAM
Abstract

[slamic Literature or Islamic Trend in Literature focuses on thoughtful expressions that
showcase the image of Islam in the physical world and among living creatures. In
connection with poetry, Islamism of Arabic poetry, one of the critical trends in literary
criticism, studies poems on Islam that dwell on theology, preaching and guidance. It
gives preference to poems that discuss philosophy of life and living beings in line with
Islamic teachings. This paper examines the Islamic trends or Islamism in the poems of
Isa AlabiAbubakar, one of the great Nigerian poets in Arabic. It reveals that his poems
focus on natural phenomena like cock crow, nature and beauty and presents Isa Alabi
not only as a poet, but also as a preacher on the pulpit. His poems, as the paper further
observes, explain some Qur'anic verses on the usefulness of natural phenomena, such as
the sun, heaven, cloud, plant and water to man, often with a blend of philosophical
postulations. It concludes by recommending that Arabic poets should promote I[slamism
in consonance with the prophetic saying: “reflect your thought on God’s might via His
creatures and not metaphysical being, in order to avoid getting misled”.
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