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EDITORIAL NOTE

Nigeran Journal of Sociology of Education(NJSE) is published by the Association of
Sociologists of Education of Nigeria (ASEN) with the policy to produce at least one
issue in a year. All articles are published basically for the promotion of scholarship
while critique positions to any of them shall be welcomed and possibly published in
subsequent editions of the journal.
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e Teaching of students to understand. care about and act upon these core ethical values:
e Encompassing all aspects of the school culture:

e [Fostering a caring school community:

e Offering opportunities for moral action:

e Supporting academic achievement:

e Developing intrinsic motivation:

e Whole-staff involvement:

e Positive leadership of statf and students:

e [nvolving parents and community members:

o Assessing results and striving to improve on them.

Abraham Lincoln. United State of America president. once stated that “a child is a
person who is going to carry on what you have started. He is going to sit where you are
sitting and. when you are gone. he would attend to those things which you think are
important. You may adopt all the policies you please. but how they are carried out depends
on him. He will assume control your cities. states and nations. He is going to move in and

- take over your churches. schools, universities. corporations. The fate of humanity is in his

hands “(Lickona. 2004). This quote adequately expresses the strong impact that teachers have
on their students because they are entrusted with the development of their students. Given
this information, should education exist without values?

Conceptual Clarification

Character Education: character is one of those concepts that are the subject of many
disciplines from philosophy to theology and from psychology to sociology. It has many
competing and conflicting theories. Character. as it relates to character education. is most
often used to refer to how “good™ a person is. In other words. a person who exhibits personal

- qualities which fit with those considered desirable by a society might be considered to have

good character: developing such personal qualities is seen as a purpose of education
(www.freewikipedia).

According to Kolade (2011). character education is an umbrella term loosely used to
describe the teaching of children in a manner that will help them develop towards good moral
conduct. civic responsibilities. good manner. healthy behaviours. non-bullying life style,
healthy development. critical thinking. successful 'iving and to be a socially acceptable
beings. Education has always emphasised these values.

Character education is integral to the educational enterprise. Chang (1994) described
teaching as “moral by nature™ and Sockett (1993) purported that “moral character matters in
teaching.” Goodlad. Soder and Sirotnik (1990) contended that, “Teaching is a fundamentally
moral enterprise in which adults ask and require children to change in directions chosen by
adults.”™ The historic mission of education is emphasized by Doyle (1997) who noted that,
“To abandon education’s historic mission to shape character... flies in the face of history and
reason.” This was while Ginott wrote that “Reading. writing and arithmetic are important
only if they serve to make our children more humane.™

In the school setting. character education is an act of creating schools that foster
ethical responsibility and providing the young good models and teaching them good character
through emphasis on universal values that are designable for every member ofithe saaietyin
share. It should be the proactive effort of the schools to instill in their studnts, important
core ethieal values such as honesty. fair play. responsibility and respect forself and others.
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findings of Fracakel in Ryan (1996) on the perception of the introduction of character
education in the U.S. where it was discovered that more than 1/3 of the sampled school
teachers affirmed to the fact that their jobs become casier with the implementation of
character education as there are fewer disciplines and behavioral problems to detract from
teaching time.

It was on this premise that Kolade (2011) suggested that character education should
take place throughout the entire school period in Nigeria and in schools at all levels. He
further stressed that. administrators. teachers and other staff are presented with opportunities
to model and teach positive character traits. And that character education should not be
relegated to a “character education class™ but should be infused throughout the structures and
processes of the entire school curriculum and culture (Kolade. 2011).

Although character education has always been of vital importance. schools often stray
from proactive efforts to incorporate character development into their teaching programme.
Ironically. this neglect came at a time when the need became greater. due to increased
challenges in raising children. with moral ethical conduct. Arising from a number of factors.
such as a weakening in guidance by some families and communities toward the end of the
21st century. the need for character education becomes obvious,

This is why Lickona (2004) highlighted six core values defining character called. The
Six Pillars of Character, which he maintained had resulted from a search for enduring moral
truths that allow individuals to distinguish right from wrong and define the essence of ethics
and good character. It makes sense that our communities benefit when people understand the
importance of being involved and caring citizens and “doing the right thing.” An effective
character education program encourages individuals to do the right thing by incorporating the
following core ethical values in their daily lives:

trustworthiness respect, responsibility, Fairness. caring citizenship

These six pillars describe character and ethical behavior in ways an individual can understand
how a person of character thinks and behaves.

How school should promote the teaching of character education in Nigeria

It is believed that character education will be an effective tool to tackle social
problems in Nigerian today. This is because character education. if taught in schools. will
help to educate the children and the youth and bring them up with positive thinking and
skills. This is in line with Covey in Ryan. (1997) who asserted that. for development to take
place in any human society. the people require “a new mind set. a new set of skills. a new set
of tools and a new habit™. It thus requires that character education should be made
compulsory in Nigerian schools.
; For effective war against socictal problems in Nigeria. the proper strategy is to target
the young and instill good character and morality in them while in school. Through good
character education. the society would help the young develop good judgment. integrity.
trustworthiness, and other essential virtues (Lickona, 2004). If the young ones are properly
‘educated and if their minds and hearts are disabused from corruption. they will grow up
knowing what is right and wrong. and become aware of their social responsibilities and
limitations. The absence of good character education could be the cause of greed. selfishness
and bad leadership. )
g Although character edication has always been an esssentia part of our schools’
'mission in Nigeria education. since the 10froduction of western teducaon by the missionaries.
|
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would then provide particular approaches to teaching those values. States should encourage
comprehensive approaches to develop character education that involve all aspects of societal
culture required in the curriculum.

d. Assessment of character education should not be based on cognitive format. rather. it
should be on affective domain of education.

¢. Teacher education programmes need to be re-defined and re-focused on the training of
character education in pre-service or students teacher training. This can result in the
production of effective and well cultured teachers who would be able to serve as role models
for the learners. Nigeria requires quality assurance and teacher can provide this with
emphasis on character education.

Conclusion

If character education is taught in Nigeria schools. it will give the young good moral
compass. set clear standards of behavior and enable them to acquire ethical values, such as
honesty, integrity. respect. responsibility. self-discipline and reliability. Character and moral
education will also provide the young and adults with ‘other essential virtues’ to enable them
become good citizens and be successful in the rapidly changing and highly competitive
elobal economy.

lecommendations

It is on this premise that this paper recommends that character education should to be
taught in Nigeria schools. It is being used in developed countries like America to solve social
problems and the training of their children into becoming functional and responsible citizens
in the socicty.
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