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A Preliminary Survey of Emerging
Sunday Second-hand Goods Markets
in florin, Nigeria

Olorunfemi, J. F., Tilakasiri,
S. L. Adekeye, D. S. and Ogwoghadmbhe,
Maureen

Introduction

At the international level, trading in second hand goods such as
toys, electrical appliances, phones, shoes, clothes, hand bags,
computers, vehicles, automobile parts, machinery, tools and
appliances have been well documented (Wicks and Bigsten, 1996).
The socio-economic impacts of increased growth in international
trade on the developed countries, as well as the developing
countries have also been articulated in literature (Kelegama, 2000;
De Silva, 2009; and Adekoya , 2013).

The cumulative effects of this trade on a country like Nigeria is
the fast closing down of the few local industries manufacturing
any of the product so involved due to their inability to compete
favourably with the foreign counterparts. Most of those local
industries are unable to withstand the onslaughts of trade
liberalization. Thus, the very survival of many of these industries i
being challenged. It is not surprising therefore, that as many as 24
industries closed their activities in Nigeria as at 2000 (Popoola,
2001). The number of the closed down industries increased to
104 in 2009 (Adeduro, 2009). Consequently, there was a job
loss of between 100,000 (Bankole, Babatunde and Kilishi, 201 4)
and 200,000 over the period within the textile industry alone.
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It is common to see the premises of some of these-industries
overgrown with trees and weeds Some of these industries
specifically the Textile industries in Kaduna and Tate & Lyle
(Matcho premisés) in lorin (Plate 1) are used as event centres,
while others such as Guiness industry area in Lagos and many
others are used as church premises and for a myriad of other
activities.

While countries like China, Brazil, Russia and Australia have
introduced separate rules governing such importations because
of the negative effect on their economies, Nigeria has remained a
dumping ground for various imported products. A recent
development in Ilorin, the Kwara State Capital is an emerging
and fast growing Suniday market along the railway station area. It
started a while ago with public display of Second hand clothing
materials popularly known as ‘bend down’ or “bosi comer” (which
literarily means bend down or gettoa corner and pick your own).
The nature, characteristics and volume of trade and traders
involved in the Sunday markets in Torin is the specific objective
of the present study. It is hoped that this preliminary investigation
from a multidisciplinary approach will give results that will assist
the State and Ilorin West Local Government in particular, in the
planning of urban markets and transport management in the city.
It may indeed be found relevant and applicable to some other
areas with similar situation in Nigeria. ’

Plate 1: An Event
Centre Builtona
{Closed Down

i
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This study was carried out in Ilorin, the Kwara State capital. The
Metropolitan city extends to about four local government a;rea;
pamely; lorin-West, Ilorin- East, llorin-South, and Asa Thé
S’unday Second hand market is located at almost the heart c.\f the
city, specifically along Murtala Muhammed Road and Emir’s road
and somewhere around the General Post Office (Plates 2-3).

IFl’laFe 2: Site of Sunday Market Located along Railway Station i
orin

i i

?late 3: A Dilapidated Structure of Textile Manufacturing Industry
in llorin .

(5]
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Materials and Methods

A structured and validated questionnaire was designed and
administered on 125 .respondents randomly selected in the
affected Sunday market. The questionnaire administration took
place between 8 am and 12 noon on the market days in February,

2014.
Discussion of Findings
The distribution of the respondents by gender shows that 56%

were Males, while 44% were females as shown in Table 1.

Table 1 Distribution of Respondents by Gender

Gender ~ Frequency 'I‘)is’tﬁi'mf{i'cir'lw

No %%

Male 70 56
Female e W ) AR

Total 125 100

Source: Authors’ fieldwork, 2014

" From the table, it is clear that majority of the sellers are males.
This would appear incredible. As a matter of fact, local markets
are usually female oriented. This is because other occupations
such as farming, civil service and the artisans among others, are

male dominated.

The study also sort for age distribution of the respondents and the
result (Table 2) indicates that majority of the respondents (49.6%)
are below the age of 30, 20.8% are between 31 and 35 years,
while about 21% are above 35 years. The implication of this is
that, most of the people involved are youths. This may not be
unconnected with the high rate of unemployment in the country.
Indeed, the unemployment rate in Nigeria increased from 21.1%
in 2007 to 23.9% in 2011 (Nigeria Economic Fact Sheet, 2012).
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Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents

Age ‘ Fréquenéy Distribution
| 7 No 9
21-25years - 25 g 20
E S T 296
313 - 26 208
36 & above , ' 37 ‘79”9
Total ‘ 125 100

Source: Authors’ fieldwork, 2014

'l;];e ur'lemploy.ment‘ situation is further confirmed when the
z bt:)ca;tnloorz qualification of respondents are examined (Table 3)‘
i :respj; c(;f t}tle ;espondents are graduates, but as highas 75‘%;
‘ €Nis hiave a minimum of seconda ion,
‘ he ! ry school educatior
g::ti cf::rtax n éy acourse for concern. The recently releaseu; gt(l)(; :’
V ican Examination Council result indi : 1
~ 40% of the candidates in Njoer RSN o
4 . 1 1geria had a minimum of five credit
1 ::;cél(l)c‘ljmg Mathematics and English Language. Out of these n:ﬁ:;:
! _; - f ,2%8)‘, only (616, 370 representing only 38.68% obtained

I mc\:;s:‘t)lc}me perc‘entage of wastage was so passionately of
;; e (])Bflt{hegxsﬁar vx_/ho unilaterally re-allocated (though
- ); ]es? ;afndl?iates to other Universities. There is
i ad. g pool of Ni gen.a out there without the opportunity
g admission, nor securing employment. Thus they resolve

I a|\1/on-avallabih'ty f’f formal or white collar jobs would appear |
have made the choice of trading imperative to make ends meet
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Table 3: Educational Qualification of Respondents
Education Frequency Distribution
s 0% |
S et 2 sl Esnisoptaleg &
No formal Education 10
17.6
Primary Certificate 22 =
Y 45.6
Secondary School i ag ?1 - ek
OND/N CE Diploma 24 6‘.
9
HND/University Graduate 12
Totl TTIN EC

So&rc;e; A‘trl'thors’r ﬁéidwork, 2014

The religion affiliation of the respondents was sought and the result

presented indicates that four out of five are Muslims. Table 4 Sf}OWS
that about 80% are Muslims, while about 20% ?.f'e Chnsstut?.s.
The significant percentage of Christiavs yvho patronize the ur:) i:i
market on a day and time when Chnstlans'aj'"e expected to be
their various worship centres is rather surprising.

Table 4: Religion Composition of Respondents

Religion Affiliation | Frequency Dfsf‘f,‘,b“f:‘?,“,__,,,m
‘ r No %
e | Lo 5
Christians b
101 f
lims
e meOtal | 125 100

Source: Authors’ fieldwork, 2014

Obviously, the financial benefits of the Sunday Tarlket W(:;:cOi
appear to be an overriding preference‘by t.he peop‘ e t rJnag/ -
be that they belong to other denoml??;t]ol)s. suchﬁ as e‘ 0 1
witness and “The Seven-day Adventist’ -m Tlorin. Besides, gevzlia

Churches now organize more than d service programme on sunday

Journal of World Development Studies, Volume 4 Number ] J une, 2018 74
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soas o make attendance realistic and convenient for worshippers.

“The result of the data coliected from the respendents also indicate
that majority of the Seliers are from Ilorin metropolis, while the
rest (8.8%) are from other villages around lorin.

The next set of questions sought to know the kind of materials or
goods common in the Sunday market, what the respondents do
during the week, specifically what they did between Monday and

Saturday and to know the main reason why they patronise Sunday

markets.

The results of the analysis shows that the common items for sales
on Sunday are cloths and clothes, bags, shoes, bed sheets, food
swffs and vegetables among others. Majority of the respondents
(78.4%) indicated that they engaged in hawking, trading and other
kinds of business during the week, while 21.1% indicated that
they teach or attend school during the week. The reason why this
category of people sell on Sunday may not be unconnected with
the poor salary of civil servants in Kwara State in particular and
the economic down turn of the country in general. Some of the
students involved in the Sunday trading do so to support their
education because of their background or unemployment situation.

It is worthy of note that all the respondents agreed that they came
to the market on Sunday because of the high sales and more
customers which culminated into high profit. Other reasons given
include the fact that, sales on Sundays are usually on a cash and
carry basis which help their businesses a lot than selling to
customers on credit. It was further revealed that many of the
customers in the metropolis are civil servants who usually buy
things on credit and pay at the month end. This culture is
particularly common especially when products are taken to their
offices. This kind of arrangement is not common in Sunday market
where buyers and sellers meet briefly for hours and depart without
any serious attachment.
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Further attempt made to examine why many sellers are attracted
to the market indicates a number of reasons. These, as shown in
Table 5, indicates that majority of the respondents (40%) have no
money to rent a shop. This may not be unconnected with the
prevailing high cost of renting a shop in llorin metropolis. As a
matter of fact, some shop owners demand for two or three years
rent in advance from those that wish to rent their shops. Another
contributory factor noticed by the researchers may be that most
of'the available shops are occupied by people from outside of the
State, particularly Ibos from the Eastern part of Nigeria. These
non-indigenes dominate places like Taiwo, Agaka and Saw mill
area, among others in Ilorin.

An attempt to investigate whether the sellers pay for using the
space they normally occupy on Sundays, indicates that majority
(70.4%) pay between #50 and #150 for using the space, while
29.6% pays more than #150 every Sunday.

Table 5: Factors Promoting Sunday Market

" Why patronizing | Frequency Distribution

RO FREREL NOy cron [T it o0
! No vacant shops. 5 41 322
SellonlyonSundays | 3 24
Nomoneytorentshop 50 | 406
" Other reasons 6 4.8
' Total | 125 | 100

Source: Authors’ fieldwork, 2014

Our investigation further indicates that these monies are collected
by various persons, agencies and authorities. Table 6 shows that
34.4% ofthe money is paid to the Local Government A uthorities,
while 9.6% is paid to the State government. Forty per cent of the
money paid by the sellers to the collectors is collected by touts

« g
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i and miscreants, while 20% is
_ collected by others, ds
ofplaces the sellers display their waresﬁ’or salc; o landiocd

Total 6: Collections of Rent at Sunday Market

Revenue Collector | Frequency Distribution l

- Local Government e
- _State Government | 42 3;64 ;
30:“ g 30 A e
e M SR R e

o 125 o0 |

Source: Authors’ fieldwork, 2014

a7

On the part of by :
yers, the main reasons for patronizine the <
- market is because of cheap Or patronizing the Sunday

L prices of the Second ha;

- Besides, the products are of hi ' ond hand goods,
B s thl h ua] A e T ]
TM aboutone third ofthe res &hquality. Indeed, Table 7 indicates

. pondents are attracted to the Sund:
ket because, the goods are of high quality compared 1:3 ?;Z

$ Ily made goods. Although this may not be applicable to al}
ocally made goods that are better

; :jaeople patronise Sunday : Frequency Distribution ]

~ market 1 No o
o o as 537 |
L (0 compare prices | g T
ilabilty of quaity goods 37 ger |
location ‘ ' g 776
.3 e
L AT L e Al

e i 4
e
oMU |

45 - 4
— - o
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While few people (7.7%) are attracted to the Sunday market
because the market is located at the centre of the city and its
nearness to their various churches, the results generally suggest
that the overridin g reasons for patronizing the Sunday market by
customers are because of the availability of cheap and quality
goods. -

Conclusion and Recommendations

The study examined the effects of the emerging Sunday market
on the socio-economic activities of llorin. It observed that most
of the traders of the Sunday second hand goods are males (50%)
and unemployed youths below 30years (49.6%). Over 80% of
the people are Muslims, while about 20% are Christians. The
sellers are mostly those who could not afford to rent a shop because
of the high cost of rent in the metropolis. The Local government
authority collects about 34.4% of the money paid as tax or levees
to various agencies. The touts collect most (40%) of the money
paid by the sellers.

Based on this study, efforts should be made by government to
ban the importation of Second hand goods to allow and encourage
local production. In our opinion, this is not a time for trade
liberalization. Nigeria has the market and so, it should produce
locally. Local production has a lot of advantages which include
generation of employment, saving foreign exchange and preventing
Nigeria from being a dumping ground. If a ban on importation
becomes politically unwise, proper counseling should be offered
to patronizes of these Second hand goods, especially clothing

. materials which should be thoroughly washed and sterilized before

putting them into use

A close look at Plate 2 shows the long queue of vehicles. This is
the usual occurrence between 8:00 am and 10:30 am when traffic
is heavy. Efforts should therefore be made to control traffic in the

!l:
—
:
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short rfm'@nd plan a relocation of the market info a more convenient"
place in the outskirt of the city on-the long ru

| r n. Ifthis is done
m?re ofthe reveriue collected can indeed be for government insteac;
ofthe present rather haphazard situation.
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