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Introduction

nationally and universally. However, there are many contestations on the
causes, forms and nature of rape and sexual violence, These contestations are
~ indeed products of differences in culture, human evolution, myth and modernity.
‘Culture and myth are intertwined and are organic even though inelastic. The concepts
‘of culture and myth also find their ways into modernity, and in the present form,
‘modernity has grown through series of stages, standing now to celebrate the
intellectual castle of postcoloniality with its attendant variation in literature and
~literary studies.

There is no contestation on the evils of rape and sexual violence locally,

- Consequently, postcolonial texts havemitigated upon the dangers and evils associated
- with rape and sexual violence all over the world. In Nigeria, there are series of
_postcolonial texts that dramatise the evils of these two concepts. From Clark
- Bekederemo, the pacesetter on women matters to Femi Osofisan who is reputed to
~ bethe arrow head of women liberation struggle and recent Nigerian dramatists such
‘as Ahmed Yerima, Tracie Chima Utoh-Ezeajugh, ‘Bayo Afolabi, OludolapoOjediran and
- soon, the issues of women struggle which have been built on many forms of feminism
- cannot be overemphasised. Published play-texts from these postcolonial dramatists
_have also mostly succeeded to treat the dangers of rape and sexual violence through
different thematic concerns within the borderlines of a nation in search of healing.
‘The healing is clear and unambiguous in context. It is healing from rape, healing from
depression caused by rape, healing from sexual violence, healing from death as a
result of sexual violence and general healing to revive our lost culture that is mostly
 against sexual violence in Nigeria. Through content analysis and within the gaze of
_Postcolonial theatre, this paper, therefore, examines ‘Bayo Afolabi’s The Misogynist
ater of Women), Ahmed Yerima’s Pari and OludolapoOjediran’s Miss! Mrs!! Ms!!!
tigatory texts against rape and sexual violence in Nigeria. 3

Contestations on Rape and Sexual Violence

Rape is an act of force or subjugation of intention against the victim. The victim here
d be the girl-child, the male-child, man or woman; embracing in the process, th:
dﬂrl.ess nature of rape universally. Sexual violence can also be seen as series 0

ence induced actions that are engineered by perpetrators to get undue advanlt:g;
MNeir victims for sex or sexual action. Rape is a Latin word, ra;;egr;;v a:d
lly means; “to snatch, to grab, to carry off” (Burgess-Jacrkaslclm,"e .
rs, 2001). Sadly, there are different types of rape thatare gen: a )(!2012) isd

larship, In fact, UCSB's Sexinfo (2010), Gary (2011) and Rosda
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