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EditoriaI Comrrmemt

The nnternational .lournal of Literacy Education is an annual, peer-
reviewed acadeneie journal published by the Department of Acluit
Edueation, {-Jniversity of trbadan. {t seeks to dissenrinate know}edge
and eneourage debate on eontemporary literacy issues ineluding
literaey poxieies and strategies, aeeess and literacy learning outcomes,
nearning needs of rnarginalised peoples/groups, assessment of literacy
skiils and rprogrammes, best practices of promoting literacy in a
lifelong learning perspective, frarnework/mechanisms for enriching
literate envirorunemt, and deveiopment of poiitical will and financial
resourees for literacy promotion. Authors who publish in this journal
enjoy pro.npt purblishing, multidisciplinary audience, and high
visibitrity of'exposure,

1-'



IJCIVFE (202r) Vot. I0 nii

EditoriaI Fo[icy

G w i d e I iw e s fo r S wb weis s iom af Fwp e rs
1, Papers to be submitted can be on: Empirical studies of riteracy

policies and practices, conceptual anaiyses of trends and issucs^
Comparative studies, case_studies, evaluative studies or
Contributions in theory, practiee and methodology.

2. Papers should be original contributions that are not under
consideration for any other pubrication at the same time.

3. Fapers must be wT itten in eomeet and ooncise Engrish that meets
the requirement of effective scientific commu*ieation. Fapers wirl
be sub.iected to Turnitin plagiaris*r cheeker with 20 point
similarity Index; papers exceeding this index will trrave to be
revised^

4. Papers must be written in Times |dew ftomaia, r[ont tr2, doubie rine
spacing, and in Word 97 -ZAA3 dooument (save as tyipe).

5, Title ofpaper should be within n2-X S words"
6' First page of paper should contain titne oflpaper, autraor narne(s),

institutional address, emaiX, and teXeptrrone nurnher.
7. Abstract should not be more tha, maximum of200 rvords and 5 kev

words.

8' Main content should not be more than rnaximun:l 6,000 words
c.rcluding the abstract, graphs, rnaps, tables/f;gures ano
references. All headings and sub-ireadings srrourd be boid.'t I ables, figures, in-text citation, and referenees mijst be done in
APA Guide: 7'n Edition

10. Fublication fee Ntr25,000 (Ns,000 for assessnrent and N20"000
anci paper publication).
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1. Papers to be submitted can be on: Empiricai studies of literaey
policies and practiees, conceptuar anaryses of trends and issues,

Comparative studies, case-studies, evaluative studies or
Contributions in theory, practice and methodology.

2. Papers should be original contributions that are not under
consideration for any otherpubiioation at the same time.

3. Papers must be w'ritten in correet and eoncise Engiish that meets
the requirement of effective scientific comrmunieation, Fapers will
be subjected to Turnitin plagiarism eheoker .with 20 point
similarity index; papers exeeeding this {ndex will have to be
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4. Papers must be wT itten in Times New Romran, font i2, double line
spacing, and in Word 97 -ZAA3 doeurnent (save as type).

5. Title ofpaper should be within l2-15 wor"ds.

6. First page of paper should contain title of paper, author name(s),
institutional address, email, and telephone nurnher"

7. Abstract should not be more than maximumr of 200 words and 5 key
words.

8. Main content shouid not be more than maximruma 6,000 words
cxcluding the abstract, graphs, xnaps, tables/figures and
re lerences. All headings and s*h-headings shouxd be bold.

I llbles, figures, in-text citation, and ref,erenees must be done in
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and paper publication).
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actors affecting Adutt l,earners &ren"olmreret im opem
tistance lrearning FrogLrarnrnes in rlorin Metnoporis,

Kwara State, Nigenia

Olawuni, A. 0", phD
Arnhali, T. T" PhD
N0trBtr, T" O. amd

Departmentof Adutt-hf,Y*Y#;;.r;n,Facuttyaf Education,
University of llorin, Ilorin. Kwara State, Itlig:eria

study investigated factors affecting adult learneirs' enroknent injltt:f.,t*1i1g programmes in trilrin nnerropolis, Kwara Srate,

1l1fh descriptive s.uyey designwas adopted_ Th. p;e;ilion of
::y*.^"^-Tl.l::d {: tt l.f r:p- pryic ip arin g in di s tanc e te arnin g

l:: i, the. metropolis.i05 adult learn"ers *-; e;{p;;"irJ;through simpte random sampring technique. A iesearcheris
rped_ questionnaire on "Factors affeoti'g aduit i,earners
in Open Distance learning" was used d, dutu."li;i",

|r:the data collected 
.form 19sp'ondents were analyzed using

lntiye statistics 
lgq..t_!.. with'perceri*g.u, rnean, mode and

ies and the reliabiliry of O.gi was obiained whilh *ra* irr.
raire reliable enough fo.r the sq{y p^t* **., analyzed ;*g

percentages, mean, mode and SFSS. Findings revealed that
ric factors_ (cost of the programme, roan aJlriti.r,-rrJ,o.t,-,1. ^.. 

. - l"-vErl{uruv, rv@u rsulltLi.E;D, ix,IILI UUSL

lI?_T* o.t tl., programme), learners' oharaeteristic, availability
f]if-I?l*ials (rext books, library, conducive and elassroom),
trorctablhty of the programme (cost effectiveness, cost of the

tafirme and availability of government filnds) are the ma.ior
rs motivating adult learn*s to enrol in distanee ieaniing

in the metropolis. The study recommendea that e;;;iri;;suppofi services (trained lecturers, qualified eounsellors

nd

ak

tr0
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1)1. Factots aflecting Adult Learners Enrolment in Open Distance Learning Programmes

"a in Ilorin Mctroptlis, Kwara State, Nigeria

and support staff) should be made available and that provisj
leaining materials, provision of soft loans, with lower interest
should be available for the interbst of adult learners in the pro
to sustained learners interbst in the programme.

Keyrvords: Adult learners, enrolment, open distance learning
IlorinMetropoli$ l

Iutroduction
Distance dducation is seen as the education that is provided by a
other than the conventional face-to-face method, but whose goa

similar to andjust as noble as those of on-campus full time face-to-
education. i.INESCO Q}A}roferred to open and distance
approaches that focus on opening access to education and trair
provision, freeing learners from the constraints of time and place
offering flexible leaming opportunities to individuals and
lerirners. Distance leafning as defined by Yusuf (2006) in F
(2010) is an educational programme designed for those who cou
may be for family, financial or some other reasons, attend
edtrcational institutions to acqtlire leaming without
becorning regular students of, such institutions. He stressed
distanae education iS considered as a branch ofadult education

. the clientele rtnay cornprise ofthose who have no exposure of any
to formal education, or those who dropped out of the formal
system and those who wish to supplement their formal
Open distarice learning helps the adult learners to increase their
to learning opportuhities irrespective of geographical
because the flexibility of time, pace and place of study is
teaching and learning are individualized, and they can
responsibility for their own learning without being a
anybody (Saba (20 t 3) and (Zirnkle (201a).

The enrolrnent of adult learners in Ilorin metropolis need

in the bostq of investrnent and time so as not to have their own
responsibilities aff0cted or hindered by their study.

progrenune. Aduk learners have a duty to take greater responsi
for ensuring that thetu own skills or needs are me{ and they often



r Deriver educational.services in a manner that wourd be moreI e arner- c entr. a. unor. a.n.-i-iri.ra1y {!9h wilr make them rorealize and motivat.a ,frri il.*i"!'is a lifelong affair.o Allowing for tu th.; ;tuJ# ilr"*r,o., even with a regularuniversitv educarion ffi;i;; new knowredge apd somespecialized skills like c"*p*.r.[ii,.r Conducting ,.mir*r- ,ij"-*irirf,"p, for private and

fir:TJffiili 
organizations to 

'nr,u,lo. 
^;.#;#J: 

ffi;
In 9i{.. to be more relevant and be min life, ;;;rrl;,-.rc h6ar 4^ ^,- 

Oreeffsgliveanddynamiqi,. in life, adurt learn-ers need 
" #;ffi-filJ,tffiffilHi:

u GTNESCo,(2002)aaui.,e,;ril(Z0ls)"
ement ofthe problem

,#'iffi':n:T#t,"f an effective educarion.rhar a counfty can
and for hisher "n,,^l?Itl l: $:m:t. . 

smirrrl/, 1ffi ;;Hh""r,nd ror higher 
"au.ution il ^i,*..ii 

;.j,iffitff?J,r#j:*,ii:;
lT.y.,,Hf 

, 

lin, ::fl,": ;;"-",il; ut. uu srrade nrs who wanr

,iiii:l?: ;1ffi $ ;:c 
u{ n;;6; (ilfl:f;ffi; t^i, ils:

s ofeducati., io o*,;,^lL:31 ?g:lul,.du:ation foi tfr. _iril.i, .trsoreducationi.rti.ir/ffi ;i;:ilffitHlJ?i,ffi ,f,,,,ilifi tr;i
;,ffi:':,',i:'J:1,*i*:'ii1if3$iie?;1fi ffi;i,i#iiil',
lH i: ;: JH J : ?[."+, 

s;1;;",ffiffii,F'ffi' XJi5]#qi:
d candictate" o,,r*fllilc-h?d and.unable t. u.."*"noA-uti tln*
:1ffittf :*J;jli,,i;;:1.;u;}['i1.i..e;'"i,T?ffi:'#t[J3;
olmenttrenrr is ^^*^;l:_1._L!u3atign 

uv ilr* *oiriirrg J^r#"drmenrtrendisnot.nffi tffi il#,"J,ii,:ffi :T'X1:,,XX'"H j
,,;,11i1-,,, ?ll,,ou., " i: :,1:1,q-,uriliiJilli,y and r earner, steristics. It is on this,backdr"p ;'Jiil;rro,:lr,*T r::l:::il:r affectins the enrotm.;a;i;;ii'i.u*r* in open distanceion in Ilorin Metropolis.

ofthe study
' objective ortn. study.is to establish the factors affecting adurtenrolment il op..l Ai.t*r. fuu*ffi-*o*rurn*e-s in Ilorinrs, i :, ' i:;recific objectives are to: e r '

c

Olau,uni, A. O., phD, Ambali, T. .L phD

*1:'t f;p:':r[:..i IHH*j*:xn; *# il* -ffi ,l; i i :-

...r. ,.1.:r

'i:il,. lli'



126 Factors affecting Adult Learners Enrolment in Open Distance Leaming Programmesil Ilorin Merropblis, Kwara Srate, Nigeria

1. Determine how adult learners' characteristics (sex,
stafus and age) affect leamers'enrolment in distance
in Ilorin metropolis.

2, Find out the extent to which adult learners have access to
books, library and conducive classrooms and how they
enrolment of adult learners to distance leaming in I
rnetropolis"

3. Investigate the extent to which cost of the programme, I
facilities and cost effectiveness of the programme affect
enrolment of adult learners to distance learning in I1

metropolis.
4..{ssess the extent to which leamers' support services (trai

leoturers, qualified counsellors and support statf) affeet
enrolment of adult learners into distance learn
programmes.

Eesearch Qurestioms
trn order to achieve the stated objectives, the research was guided
the following researeh questions:

1. How does adult learners' characteristic afflect
enrolrnent in distance learning in Ilorinmetropolis?

,(

!
I
I
(

v

0

2, To v_vhat extent does accEssibility to learning materials
enrolment of adult leamers to distance learning in
metropolis?

r
r
r
d

p

a:

To what extent does an economic factor affect the enrolment of
adultleaneerstodistaneelearninginIlorinmetropolis?
To what extent does learners' support serviie affect
enrolment of aclult learners into Distance learnins
progralruraes?

Sf,gmifrcamee ofl tfire study
This rcseareh will provirne vital information to adult education
stakeholders as well as institr.rtions of higher leaming in Ilorin
metropolis on the key fbetors affecting adult learners, erirolment in
open distance learning programmes, It will help in the improvement of
open distanac leemlng programmes in Ilorin metropolis,ihe research
findings will also provide important information io universities, the
goven,nent, parents and others who utilize this information to

4.



ove accessibility into distance learning programrne in ilorin, notfor adult learners but also to ail studentiJeeking higher education.

Olawuni,A. O,,phD, Ambali,T. T.phD, NOIBI,T.O.and LAWAI-,R A.XZ1t

ology
rryar.ch$e1ign adopted is desuiptive survey design which was used

:r:?,,1;11Ti*T.l* the 
resrond.ni, rh. al.ie, i, *oopt,d totd out factors affecting adult learnrrr, ,*ol*;;;., di,,il.;

T:,:.: :l ll::::l:to ris. rhe population o r tr,",1,a! *i,p,is* dthe adult learners undergoing a*t*.. .ar;;;; d.;;#ilr:;
::H:l],*eas such as Ilorin West,Ilorin South,Ilorin past anAasaral Government Areas. The sample comprised r20 adutt t**n.ou
respondents from each of the four local goverrunent areas in Iiorin

l.i:i:1r1.:-.: selected though simpl. r*do* *u*prine i*ohnique.
l j:l::H::Y1.! 

. 
questionnaire titted: Factors effi;tug Adutt,!!P::!ryent in Open Distance Education In nirin Uirropotis

!:::yY,..T1 .o:'1*cred. in 
.a 

four_point r,ikeJ,riine irur,
used to obtain data. Data obtained **r, *riyr;;;i;;;fir*.y
tts and simple percentages.

ngs and Discussion offindings
rch Question One
do adult learners'characteristics affect rearners, enrornaeut in
rce learning in Ilorin metropolis? Tables l, 2, and S *fro* th;

lr, **r"jffi;;

l: Distribution of Respondents by Gender
der Frequency

72

31

103

Penceratm gw {@/a}

69"9

30.1

100"0
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Tabtre 2: Distribution of Resiondents by Maritar status
Marital Status Frequency Percenta ge (o/a

N{arried
Single

Total

30

73

103

29.1

7"1,.9

r00.0

Table 3: Distribution of Respondeuts by Age
Age (years) Frequency percenta ge (%)18-21 28 27.222-2s % 22.326-30 29 28.2

3 1-3s 24 n.3Totatr 103 100.0

:iFrom results obtained in tabre ,1, a common characteristic ofi4*'f$T::,:,gS 
:,:r, which i1 gender showed,r,.,,i" ru*;;*mal e s [7 2 (6e .s %)] who enrou ed f b; il;;;; ffi il;rr*ffi;Ja bit higher than the number offemut., J: 1(30.1%r. Also, resurts fromtable2 reveared that2-9.ryo of therrspina.rts were married and thisshows that distance leaming .rrouiur., willing adults who havefamily cornrnitments' R.espondents are well represented almostequally in a, the age groups'between l g - 35 years as shown in tabre3' Ttrrese innpry that distance education t u, urrn found to be ornetp inachieving ed*cation regardress ofage o, arity commitment,

Research euestion Two
To what extent does accessib,ity to learning materiars affectenrolrnent ofadunt treamers to distance rearning in Irorin metroporis?

F

S

d

p

V

l-'

(
I

T
I

I
'l



Olauuni, A. O., phD, Ambali, T, .f. phD, NOIBI, T. O. and LAWAL, R O tr29
lble 4: Distribution of Respondents, opinion on the Extent to
hich Ac_cessibilify to Learning Materials Affect the Enroirnent
Adult Learners into Distance Learning Frogramrnes

lity of 1'ext books

iry ofchairs and tables
lability oflibrary

ty of conducive classrooms

ty ol laboratories

olaudio-visual aids

of stationeries

ts from table 4 show that:

tings

JFP
F(%) F(%)
I l(10.7) 6l(se,2)
27(26.2) 33(32.0)

rs(14.6) 37(4s.6)

17(16.1s) 43(41.7)

30(2e.1) 35(34.0)

18(17.s) 20(19.4)

26(2s.2) 48(46.6)

VS

F(%)
2e(28.2)

30(29. l)
17(4s.6)

3 8(3 6.e)

34(33.0)

30(2e,t)

l s( t 4.6)

c

F(%)

2( i.e)
r 3( 12.6)

4(3.e)

s(4. e)

4(3.e)

3s(34.0)

r 4( 13"6)

Frequellcy

-tJr.

t0
21

41

103

Fex"ceratage (Y*)

30.0
10"0
?fi ct

40"0

x00"0

ts from table 4 shows that 40% of the respondents are very
rctory with their accessibility to learning materials and this

the enrolment of adurt ieamers inti distance i;i;;
*ne. Likewise, 60% of the respondents are not satisfaetor!

accessibility to learning materials.

rch Question Three
extent do economic factors affect the enrolment of adult

to distance learning in Ilorin metropolis?
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Table 5: Distribution of Respondents' Opinion on the Extent
which Economic FactorsAffect the Enrolment ofAdult
into Distance l,earning Programmes

trtenms

trterms

Trained lecturers

VSS
r'(%) r(%)
26(2s.2) 62(60.2)

D

r(%)

FP
F(%) F(%)

e(8.7) 6(5,8)

SA

p'(?6)

A

r(%)
SD

F(t)
l2(lrThe cost of the programme is

affordable to all

23(22,3) s4(s2,4) 14(l 3.6)

Loan facilities are availableto 6(5.8)

students for the programme

32CIr.1) 41(3e,8)

Cost effectiveness of the programme 16(15,5) 52(50,5) 20(19,4)

makes it attractive to the students.

There is availability of govemment l(1,0) ll(10.7) 58(56,3)

funds to the students

R.esults from tablo 5 shows that52,4% and 50.5% of the
agreed that the cost of the programme is affordable to all and
effectiveness of the programme makes it attractive to the
respectively. Another factor that affect enrolment of adult
into distance leaming program in Ilorin metropolis is availability
loara facilities and govenmnent fi.lnds to students in which 39,B% a
563% of the respondents disagreed to their availability, This
may not attraot adult learners into theprogramme.

Research Question Four
F{ow does learners' support service affect the enrolment of adult
learners into Distance leaming programmos?

Table 6: Distribution of Respondents' opinion on rlow Learnersr
support senvices Affect the Enrormeni of Adult Learners intor
DistanceLearnimg Prognamrnes
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I
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0
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fa

prQualified counsellors 32(31"1) 49(47,6) t0(9.7) tZ (fi.7)

Support staffs 1e(l8.4) s4(52,4) 18(17.s) 12(11.7)
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in Ilorin Metrop"olis, Kwara Siate, irirg,,;i;" 
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studies. x he reason was that majority of the adult learners are rn
and are responsible for their family up keep like education. food, hea
and sliclter, their earnings are not adequate to cater for distar
education and they had to struggle to make ends meet in order
finance distanee education" Most of the respondents indicated that,
goveffrment or university does not provide funds in forms of loans
bursary to distance leamers which make payment hard on the in mt
cases. According to Pityan (2014),soft roanswhich can be of assista
to leamers were not available because small percentage ofgovernm
budget is allotted to education and even to distance edicatiJn
The study sought to find out the influence of learners' support serv
on enrolment adult learners into distance learning. rrr. Rnoi
established that although the learners' support servicei provided in
present day are limited, most of the respbndentr ur, ruiirfied with
support services as it improves the inteiest of the adult leamers on
prograrrune and also it makes them have the sense of belonging
still, it is too limited and needs to be improved.

Comctrusion
This research work has dug into the factors affecting adult learners
enrollrnent in open distance education Irorin mitroporis, It is
diseovered that enrollment into open distance education in Ilorin
metropolis hy ad,ult learners.is improving greatly because of the public
notion trending in education sictor iirit prrtun"; E;;;;;i;T;
Y:::13' f 13T_"1r,?u 

* atrernarive method "i.;;. ;rriurry u.iny:* Uf t-ertiary oolleges and Univerriti*, uu ,h.t;;p*; ffi#
HX|:l l*.*[:: ?l y::] ll.r.rarional *J r,,t,*itt#r i;;ii-ii(2011) and Msweli (2012). It is also dru*r from the firarri,
*::*::,-^_l:iXTT"t !i: raken, advantage of tr,e f,o*ingTechnologieal advaneernent and rhe in.iE"rine ;,;.##^"? ,Hinfrastructure to inerease tLre interest and enrolment of adult learners inopen distance edueatiom in nlorin metropolis.

Also,lhe-irnproved aecessibility to rearning materials, the flexibi
f"**:g*jly:1-!::::rof eiucatig,:dtil;_;i,ioi"r"a.q,
I e arne rs supp"'r s ervi c e s hk; d;i ifi ;E;l#;##Hlffi ilXT#
f]::::* open disrance tearning 

"nJ 
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"pti;; ;h";;hJj;
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Olawuni, A. O., phD, Ambali, T, T, phD , NOIBI, T. O and LAWAL, R. O. 133rgers to enroll bv adult learners for open distanee
,2007 ; Ade.oy. b A*usa, 201 1 ; anati*O eotT),

education

mmendations
(i) open distance institutions should work towards the provisionof effective rearning materials ioitre'aautt learners so as not tohave them discouragea frafn ayi"it prograrrune.(ii) Improvemeirt shour-d ue maaJ;;;;.. supporr services asthe ones availabre are roo ;irilJ;. cater tbr rhe differenrlearner characteri sticsces

10c

the

but

(iii)The government shourd deveJop good modanity ora educationai

:"^11.^::_tilluT,.,l.ul:,.,:.ut ro*J, int".esr rates than banks orcooperatives. This will allow_many to j"in au tlr*;;;*;;ffi:;wouldbecomemoreaffordable, r -

(iv)since the irnportance of internet cannot be over-emphasised inthe delivery of distance education serviees, avaltauillty otadvanced trcrknowledge should be-given to trae adurt rearnersat the subsidies rate.
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