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ABSTRACT 

Student protest is a global phenomenon which has disrupted educational activities of some 

developed and developing countries. In Nigeria, students’ protest often leads to breakdown of 

law and order, closure of universities, expulsion of students from institutions, destruction of 

lives and properties among others. Several studies have focused on the causes, effects and 

management strategies of dealing with this menace, universities stakeholders’ perception on 

the effectiveness of the control measures need to be studied. The study investigated the 

perceived effectiveness of students’ protests control measures by stakeholders in public 

universities in South-west, Nigeria. The purpose of the study were to investigate: (i) control 

measures used against students’ protests by public universities; (ii) effectiveness of students’ 

protests control measures as perceived by students’ leaders; (iii) effectiveness of students’ 

protests control measures as perceived by academic staff; (iv) effectiveness of students’ 

protests control measures as perceived by administrative staff; (v) difference in the perceived 

effectiveness of students’ protests control measures among stakeholders; and (vi) difference in 

the stakeholders’ perceived effectiveness of students’ protests control measures by state and 

federal  universities in South-west, Nigeria. 

 

The study adopted a descriptive survey research design. The population of this study comprised 

298,706 participants from 15 public universities in South-west Nigeria. The sample for this 

study was 1,227 participants selected using a multistage sampling procedure involving simple 

random, purposive, and proportionate stratified sampling techniques. The instrument for data 

collection was a questionnaire which was validated and yielded reliability coefficients of 0.88, 

0.78 and 0.88. Research questions were answered using percentages and all hypotheses were 

tested using Chi-Square Statistical Technique. 

 

The findings of the study were that: 
i. negotiation and bargaining, problem solving, communication network and violence and 

coercion with percentages of (100%), (99.2%), (94.7) and (83.5%) respectively were used as 

students’ protests control measures in the public universities in South west Nigeria; 

ii. student leaders perceived participatory decision making, problem solving, communication 

network and violence and coercion with percentages of (98.7%), (78.7%), (73.9%), (73.2%) 

and (64.8%) respectively were very effective students’ protests control measures; 

iii. university academic staff perceived participatory decision making (99.2%), problem solving 

(85.4%), negotiation and bargaining (77.3%), violence and coercion (76.5%), and 

communication network (70.0%) as very effective students’ protests control measures; 

iv. university administrative staff perceived participatory decision making (95.6%), problem 

solving (89.0%), violence and coercion (77.0%), communication network (74.1%), and 

negotiation and bargaining (68.3%) as very effective students’ protests control measures; 

v. there was a significant difference in the stakeholders’ perceived effectiveness of students’ 

protests control measures in public universities in South west Nigeria, χ 2 =17.37, df=6, p= .008; 

and  

vi. there was a significant difference in the stakeholders’ perceived effectiveness of students’ 

protests control measures by State and Federal Universities, χ 2 =283.58, df=3, p= .000 

 

The study concluded that stakeholders in public universities perceived protest control measures in their 

universities as effective. The implication is that stakeholders in university system could maintain 

effective use of the measures for orderliness. It was therefore recommended that university stakeholders 

should ensure effective use of protest control measures for maintenance of friendly learning 

environment devoid of rancour and friction. 

 

Word Count: 488. 
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APPENDIX A 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCES EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF EDUCATION 

UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN, ILORIN, NIGERIA 

STUDENTS’ PROTEST CONTROL MEASURES QUESTIONNAIRE (SPCMQ) 

 

Dear Sir/Ma, this questionnaire is designed to solicit information from you on students’ protest 

control measures adopted to handle students’ crises in your university and the effectiveness of 

these measures, as part of my research work. Your responses shall be treated with utmost 

confidentiality and used solely for research purposes. I therefore urge you to attend to all the 

items and as objectively as possible. 

SECTION A: Socio-Demographic Data of the Respondent and Institution 

1. Name of Institution: 

…………………………………………………………………….. 

2. Proprietorship: Federal (  ) State (  ) 

3. Gender: Male (     ) Female (   ) 

4. Status in the system: Academic (    ) Administrative Staff (   ) Student Leaders (    ) 

Security   Officer (   ) 

5. Position: ………………………………………………………………………………. 

6.  Years of Experience in the University system (Staff Only): Below 10yrs (   )  10-

20yrs (  ) 21yrs and Above (  ) 
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SECTION B: STUDENTS’ PROTEST CONTROL MEASURES 

Listed in the table below are various control measures available for curtailing students’ protest 

in public universities. Kindly indicate those that are in USE or NOT in Use in this institution 

and how EFFECTIVE are they by ticking (√) using the: 

KEY:         KEY: 

USE        VE= Very Effective 

NOT USE                                    E= Effective 

        PE= Partially Effective 

         I= Ineffective 

 

 

S/N 

 

 

Students’ Protest Control Measures 

 Level of Effectiveness 

Use Not 

Use 

VE E PE I 

A Violence and Coercion       

1 Immediate closure of institution with an ultimatum 

given to students to vacate their halls of residence and 

premises. 

      

2 Suspension or dissolution of students’ unions and 

their executives 

      

3 Rustication or outright expulsion of student leaders 

and other culprits 

      

4 The use of security forces like the police to maintain 

law and order in the institution 

      

5 Imposition of damages fee and other sanction on 

students for compliance 

      

6 Compulsory signing of caution/undertaking form for 

good conduct by both the students and parents prior 

the admission 

      

B Negotiation and Bargaining       

7 Invitation of students’ representative to round table 

for discussion 

      

8 Fashioning out  mutual agreement between students 

and school authority 

      

9 Addressing protesters by the designated authority       

C Problem solving       

10 Investigate the causes of the protest as early as 

possible 

      

11 Immediate removal of the perceived obstacle to peace       

12 Giving adequate attention to students’ demands       

13 Provision of adequate welfare facilities across the 

campus 
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14 Establishment of effective and efficient security 

apparatus both in and out of the school campus 

      

15 Maintaining stable and moderate tuition fees       

D Mediation       

16 Resulting to law court for the determination of object 

of crisis 

      

17 Inviting traditional ruler or chief for necessary 

intervention 

      

18 Inviting leaders of associations such as university 

alumni 

      

19 Setting up of peace committee between the school 

authority and the host community 

      

E Negligence       

20 Ignoring students, with  their demands and protest       

F Participatory Decision Making       

 

21 

Constant engagement of students and management 

through seminar or colloquium where students’ view 

can be heard on certain issues 

      

 

22 

Setting up of an effective disciplinary committee 

comprising members of management and student 

bodies 

      

23 Involvement of students’ representatives in key 

decision making in the institution 

      

24 Running of good and transparent government with 

open door policy 

      

G Communication Network       

25 Creation of a forum for negotiation between 

management and students 

      

26 Creation of students’ complaints office in the 

institution 

      

27 Creation and maintenance of effective communication 

channel between the students and the management 

      

28 Direct enlightenment of students on the best approach 

through which their grievances can be communicated 

      

29 The use of informants among the students by school 

authority to timely inform management about the 

intending protest. 

      

 Others        

 

    Thank you Sir/Ma. 
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APPENDIX B 

UNDERGRADUATE ENROLMENT AND ACADEMIC STAFF STRENGTH, 2017 

 (National Universities Commission, 2018). Ownership: S=State, F= Federal 

 

 

 

  

 

S/N University Students Acad. Staff 

1 Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba 20229 447 

2 Ondo State University of Medical Sciences 1111 140 

3 Ondo State University of Science and Technology Okitipupa 1972 56 

4 Federal University of Technology, Akure 18096 933 

5 Ekiti State University 22147 732 

6 Federal University, Oye-Ekiti, Ekiti State 10576 454 

7 Osun State University Osogbo 12155 370 

8 Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife 25938 1399 

9 Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago Iwoye 30777 629 

10 Tai Solarin University of Education Ijebu Ode 20099 292 

11 Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta 16144 592 

12 Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomoso 21392 585 

13 University of Ibadan 14354 1524 

14 Lagos State University, Ojo 23755 712 

15 University of Lagos 48324 1627 

 Total 287, 069 10492 



26 
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APPENDIX D 
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APPENDIX E 
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