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A LETTERTO HIS PEOPLE

O you! journeying to Nigena

Extend my greetings to her people pleasurably

And tell them, to them | shall retum

When the night clears the day comes on

By He who spreads the sky pillarlessly

And planted mountains on carth firmly

I can’t now

For | indeed- do not intend pride-

Seck guidance for those who had gone astray

I found my country drowning in imitations
Her development is from the religious ethic far
For this | aimed the great Azhar

To clear my doubts on what appeared to me
The day 1 left my houschold was so disturbing
But my heart aimed very high

Raji Ibadan and 1

Were accompanied by Sa*d and a cousin of mine
We reached Khartoum after a hard toil
Secking a pass from who rebufled
Therefrom we stood to fight out our way

With which we ended up scared of oppressors
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Till we went pase the whole of Sudan

And get 1o the waterfall as we trek through the deserts
There we were restricted from entering into the town
In such a condition | wished was witnessed

Tears then gushed right from my eyes

Before a merciless man on he who cries

How many a difTicult night | have spent

Chatting with the stars, interacting with carnivores.
1 pity he who grudged me knowing not

That he resisted his Lord and thus turned an oppressor
He cackled happily for denying me entrance

Into Misr and spoke loquaciously:

Really that man called Adam

Has offended us with his objective so

We made him leave empty-handed

Am 1 the first to fall victim?

Forget not Mustafa was fended

OIT Makkah before she embraced Islam.

We retumed to Khartoum after a disappointment
There Raji backed off and never stayed

I stayed (in Khartoum) and wished my cousin

To perform therefrom his Hajj rites

Then accept what your Lord decreed

Afier seventy days of my stay therein

Came the fulfilling and rewarding decree

From my Lord

I woke that that day with ease and peace

Tasting the sweetness of my endurance

After a really lasting drudgery

Here I am in Misr today with ease

Along with Sa’d the ward of Bamgbola

Except that Busoiry is in Makkah

He shall be here after the poem

Allah will take us back home peacefully

And save us from obscene and slander.

My Lord you know my intention

And what resides beneath my heart

And with intentions you do judge

I await your reward after my toils

For the sake of my people without being a transgressor.
With your praise O Allah!

Is the beginning and the end of my poem

I seek your peace and blessings’
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EULOGY TO THE EMIR

With the whole of my tongue and the whole of my limbs
I say to you: Welcome!

O my master Zul-Qamayn, the ward of Muhammad

The Emir of Ilorin, pleasant is your Origin and echelon.
The flag of Islam you inherited

From Sheikh ‘Alim who reestablished

Islam in Yoruba Land.

And his fore-fathers who preceded and propagated
Allah’s words in both East and West,

The throne of knowledge, picty and religion you mounted
And became an Emir managing people’s affairs.

The fire of the rebels you quenched

Who rebelled against Islam for materialism

And light for darkness they traded.

You embolden the effaced traces of rightness

And made the path of knowledge by the people treaded.
Even if you are in some aspect delinquent

Your Lord is oft-forgiving to he who repents.

For no pious, saint nor righteous

Will govern the people except that he sins.
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BE SET FOR STRUGGLE

Come on young religious scholars!

It’s struggle time.

Roam the earth like heroes

Go and never give a damn.

Teach people what they know not
Teach them for you are poles

In terms of knowledge; and mountains, !
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My Centre!

O my Centre! O my Centre!! O my Centre!!!
You arc my Hope O my Centre!

You came with guidance and brightness
Save my people from blindness.
Salvage them too from destruction
With every shield

Protect us from vindication.

Take so high and so high

Lead the whole world towards the sky
In knowledge, work and administration
Up you go,up you go,up you go."
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FOR YOUCENTRE! 1 SACRIFICE MY SOUL

I sacrifice for you my soul
Alive and when ['m dead.

My Centre! You are my Doctor,
My savior from ignorance.

I have no pride to claim

Of Ignorance in my dear life.
Ignorance is an aberration

And the bridle of destruction.
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I seck Allah the God so High

With the prayer He most prefers

For a group of men serving knowledge
At every compass point,

To make His aid of them lasting

By the grace of the Prophet of
Abundant blessing "
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