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Abstract:
Poverty ¢ a major developmental challenge for developing countries. It is also

discoverel 10 possess a cluster among women and rural dwellers. Among these groups,

i 1s crucfal 1o determine the causes and pattern of vulnerability to poverty so as 1o
lackle thel scourge. In'Africa, poverty is endemic but it is always difficult to determine
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the propora
propornon of the poor because some people appear comfortable only to roll back

:"::{Cr)'lcfz;:l’:r_:;, 5;;?“;’(2{:;‘;0:"?:.‘;?5: 1s (.lue to the tlfljlﬁ'r..:nu'ul ’L’T’,Eh and causey of
p . arious dimensions of “being poor” the women's own
meaning of poverty, and what makes them poor. The data for the study were generated
Jrom a survey of 400 women sampled randomly from the nwenry traditional wards of
llorin metropolis of Nigeria. The survey involved both struciured questionnaires and
four Focus Group discussions (FGDs). The FGDs were carried out in four wards also
sampled randomly. The results indicate that although several features serve to expose
urban women 1o poverty, these features vary spatial in line with the socio-econontie
characteristics of city population. More often, local ceremonies and festivals appear s
the most common feature that drains local resources among women in the indigenous
parts of the city while other features like cost of basic services and children’s educarion
were identified as the common causes of poverty among educated women inhabiting the
suburb and the urban fringe. The paper makes suggestions that could be adopted to
address the various issues of vulnerability to poverty identified in the stidy.

Introduction
The issue of poverty and related concepts are critical in the third world today

due to the intensity of its incidence and the global nature of its occurrence over national
and regional landscapes. The concern is therefore justified because a living condition in
which an entity is faced with economic, social, political. cultural and environmental
deprivation” (Ajakaiye and Olomola, 1999) is clearly undesirable. Thus, at the
Copenhagen World Summit for Social Development in

1995, the participants from 134 countrics comprising Heads of States or thei
representatives declared a commitment (o “the goal of eradicating poverly in the world,
through decisive national actions and international cooperation as an ethical, social,
political and economic imperative of, human kind" (World Bank, 1997). The
Copenhagen declaration represents one of the various eloquent disapprovals of poverty
as a human phenomenon and ‘way of life’. Thus since the mid-1980s, efforts o reduce
and alleviate poverty had been made major policy concerns for governments and non-
governmental donor agencies. This had also led to evolvement of economic and social
reforms to alleviate at first, reduce later,and eradicate poverty from among human kind.
The ramifications of these reforms require a consideration of the perspectives of “the
being poor” and “the where” of the poor .people. 'Il‘hn.s paper hypothesizes that the first
major effort should be directed at identifying the victims and the vulnerable, so that the
efforts at ameliorating poverty could be socially meaningful.

Poverty And The Poor: The Challenge Qf _Conccplualizalion | ‘

To properly tackle poverty, it Is imperative (o fust establish an objective
measure -and characteristics of poverty:in both historical and gquraph:cal conlexts.
This requires among others, a critical definition of the poor, the intensity of poverty
attributable to individuals or groups residing in the varying locations of human
environment as well as those that are, though appear comlorln_blle prescnlll_y, but ure
likely to fall into poverty given the level and nature of vulnerability to Wthl]l lhcg‘{u'c
exposed.'_‘One of the: o}flen‘ cc?nsidered dnmen'snons ol 'm.':- Ejoutfl-ly -U‘ll'.lfu.‘ |:|l>;
particularly in the third world s 1ils ‘gendered’ perspective. Poverty refers 10 1917



snce Of 3 person helow o level of economic well bemng consdered 1o constitute a
ashle mymemuam - Such level may be defined either in 1ts absolute sense or by a

aytative measure of the societal standard To understand  poverty from s
dimensional Gde views as probably a major attempt in any informed step o
ading 2 logical framework in the dennfication. selection and implementation of

unable allevianon programmes in Afnca. To say the least, a "way of hfe' such as
~erty possecses not only a hydra head but also a deep root within the society to the
cent that to think that poverty can be dislodged by the ‘prayer of cash’ is to be
svassing Tor the tnvial
The challenpes of Afncan countnes as they relate to poverty are of two kinds
e u frannic effort o contain the social cost of adjustment or protecting the
sinerable produced by the structural adjustment programmes and the chronic poverty
wltng from the long decay of social and economic infrastructures. The secondly 1s
e lack of access to services like education, health and credit facilities through which
soverty alleviation programmes could find their meanings. Part of the suggesied
pproaches 10 addressing these challenges s the adoption of targeted programmes (0
seople accordhing (o the identifiable levels of vulnerability. This 1s expected to naturally
lead (o growth that would take into account equitable distribution of benefits for a
Lustainable medium term solutions for poverty reduction (Getubig and Shams, 1991).
The thurd challenge 1s addressed in this paper: namely to identify the varnable
alure of vulnerability both spatially and temporally.  Paii of the objectives of the
paper 15 10 1dentify such factors-social, environmental and economic, that may
predispose women (o poverty even when they might not be classified as poor presently
Ile study setting 15 the Horin Metropolis of Nigeria.

Urbon Women and the Poverty Trap: a Framework.
Poverty in cities of the third world is not a simple fact but a social condition
(hat 15 characterized with a dual tendency; a tendency to perpetuate itself and a tendency
to manifest in the other aspects of human life including health, economy and the general
adjustiment o social life  More importantly, a geographer's framework of analysis 1s
that the vanous dimensions of poverty and the intricacies of their vulnerability are
variable and hence should not be studied as if they have ‘no geographies’. Moreover,
when these two concepts-poverty and vulnerability are ‘genderised’, 1t 1s also feasible
0 generate a working hypothesis that when men and women are compared, the
mcidence of poverty and/or its vulnerability is likely to be more related to the lalter.
Within these guiding principles, an endeavour (o examine the spatial associations of
poverty vulnerability especially among a typically vulnerable group — the urban women
-5 nol only feasible but also a worthwhile academic adventure. This is based on the
convicuon that a valid study of poverty as a social relation must be related to the
lundamental mechanisms of its spatial expressions. This is because although poverty 15
1 subset of the ownership and possession charactenstics, il possesses a spatial patlern
“nce 1is configuration and manifestations vary both in space, uime and within and
‘mang demographic structures. It is interesting to note that the difference between a
'ypical urban and rural spatial milieu is spectacular and such differences impinge more
often on the siruciure and ‘culture’ of poverty produced. The rural social landscape 1s in

Mast parts homogenous and clanistic in outlook, whereas the social geography of cities
198
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:;ﬂ:;:;?;;”:ﬁfgu l;’:’ 15"[-‘-1““' segregaton and a highly individuahstic \~orld-vi.ew
Sukgrounds Tn di:”cr'cmuln‘iqlm' advantage conferred on people by their varying
B ocations of the urban space. A city therefore exits that is
differentiated on vanous lines of life existence resulting in variability of access to
advantages and entitlements of life supports. Aside this, the political and economic
order is also characterized by stark socio-economic differentiations in line with the
heterogeneous background of the people. This creates obvious general inequahity
bplw'ccn urban masses and tiny urban elite. It also gives rise automaucally to
differences in exposure to opportunities and levels of vulnerabilitics and “abilities' (0
cope with hardship created by social life.
[n this study, poverty is reduced purely to the “academuc talk™ as Friedmann
(1996) indicated. This preview defines poverty as strictly resulting from the so-called
structural conditions that help create system wide redundancies in the labour market or
produce the wide spread displacement of small peasants from their land. This results in
the exclusion of certain groups from their circuits of capital accumulation or their (air
share in the benefits of cconomic growth. This, (o say the least, is a one-dimensional
concepuion ol poverty focusing on people who are appirently left or out-rightly lost out
tn the distribution of resources in a social system where paid employment ol all healthy
individuals 1s expected (o be a norm. Poverty vulnerability is therefore refernng to the
insufficient earning on the part of those whose marginal productivity is low and are thus
exposed to “a senes of social handicaps which must be reduced...by sctung up
assistance safety nets” (Strobel, 1996). One dimensional as it may appear. this
concepltion also includes an attempt to situate poverty within a general lramework ol all
hiving condittons and the accumulation of deprivation and disadvantages sullered as a
result of a structural denial (so to speak) of their fair sharc of cconomic growth. This
culminates in the accolade of “had we have such opportunities..."” In such a regard,
poverty ceases (o be an individual attribute but an attribute of the situation in which the
person lives” (Dickens, 1994). This social dimension of poverty or its vulncrubility
relates both matenal (actors of housing, food and income with the factors of socual
relations like access to e uployment, health care, etc. These are necessily situated in
time and space in the context of a given society.

For the purpose of this study, and normally, vulnerability is not synonymous
with poverty per se. It is necessarily an idea of ‘being prone’ 0 poverty that emerges
when poverty is viewed as a process rather than a static event. The poor are in this
perspective not viewed as passive victims of society but as agents struggling (o escape
poverty with whatever weapon in lI]eir arsenal. The concept o‘f vulnerability
particularly presupposes a slippery terrain between poverly al the ‘base’ and afﬂue_nce
or wealth at the ‘top'. The ‘muddy’ social relations thus contain tendencies (o ‘rolling’
victims back into poverty at the slightest occurrence of natural or social crises. Hence,

most poor people are vulnerable, but not all vulnerable people are poor. Persons who
are nol in a state of material deprivation may nonetheless, be vulnerable (o poverty. For
instance, “married women who are not participating in paid labour or have producuive
assets may be vulnerable to poverty in case of widowhood, divorce or separation cven 1f
they are not poor by a variety of criteria” (Cagatay, 1998).

Vulnerability study, in terms of ;poverty is of parlicular importance, because
n taken for granted in poverty reduction

these groups are defenseless and are ofte
199



gas i S wtl of Nowral Sereng oy

ogammes Thinis perhiaps bacause such progianimes aee destgned, pue aften T

the  panu A whoee poverty can beoan st ghven thel jrraent paesanife

Progranimes aie rae v destgned fon o 1o Include those that are Bhely to b et i
came fature thine When crises thus oocur, of (he pravity that esposes the victins 1o
poverty. they are alieady steanded dn thalr walkway, to poverty The implication of e
ation attempted heve s capable of frosteating poverty reduction effons e anee i
pecomes cleath el o halt the intergenerational and stivctural move ment of
poverty becanse the target woulild be woelully missed

Poverty Sttuatton b Urhoan Nigevin: An Overview

Phe poal ol development policies and progeammes has alwinys been o alter the
cpatial and socialb strocture of producton and consummption so that diversibication ol the
cconomic base and at least o near distributional equity ol the benefits there Tron ol
be attined  Accordingly, any meaningful evaluation of poverty and s varions
endencies must be related to the level o which diversification of the Tocal and the
averall distibnnomal equity had been achieved 1t s s dua that tingie e directly an
the Jocnl peoples” Tite whieh s, arguably, the fabric of poverty  Fhe several proginrmimes
ol poverty reduction i Nigevia had carried, tn thete different formes and emphiasis the
some message, namely that aoway of e that reduces haman dignity  thiough
improvement and deprivations in all its ramifications, is unoceeptable However, after
many of these programmes had been in place for several years, the facte of poverty in
Nigeria today do not show significant deviation from the ‘old"'. Indeed, incidence of
mdices ol poverty had remained constant at best and increasing ot wors

Utban poverty in Nigeria is therefore theoretically intriguing because ity
various ramifications contradict the country's immense wenlth In Migeria, all evidence
show that the country had retrogressed to become 151" of the 175 countries ranked i
level of poverty at about four years into the 21" century, wherens she was among the
(irst fifty nichest countries in the wdrld in the 19708 (see World Bank, 1994, (INDP,
2004).  From the above, it is understandable therefore, why in 1080, pOverty wis
Inrgely a varal phenomenon with 28% of the people living in the countryside being OO
compared with 7% in the urban. As part of the indications of the retrogression, by
T985, the rural and urban poverty in the country had leveled, Indeed, uiban poverty
merdence surged with o sharp gradient from 17% in 1980 1o 3% i 1989 This rate had
been relatively constant till about 1992 when it increased to 59% and o about 72% i
1996 (World Bank, 1996, Aigbokhan, 1998, FOS, 1998,). In other words, i Migeria,
the situation is of mass poverty as about 78% of the population live below USS 11D per
day (WorldBank, 2008)

This s the scenario with which the Nigeria economy had had to contend since
the late 1970s. This poverty scenario had been studicd by various scholars and possible
causes were fingered. Chief amongst these are the migration to cities that accompanied
the expected development to be generated by oil revenue, and the subsequent collapne
of oil export. Finally, the massive importation of food 1o meet the declining production

capacity in the agricultural and industrial sectors. This is apart from the inappropriate
and

d insistent domestic policies at arresting the imbalances such as the structural
adjustment programmes..
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¥ Amang Urban Women In HNonn Nigeria  Raheem Usmon, Adeyems. [jaiys. & Olorunferm
As a respon - .

only be rcducrg Sl%r;l;;chcsi;:: gor\o‘::“‘cnl in Ni.gcri.n h.ud_bultm ed that poverty “can
development. (Such that) measurcsplo su‘SS rf e
simultaneously reduce the incidence rr;u ale,de‘elopmcm can thus be relied upon 10
(Osinubi, 2003). Over the years theref 0 NPO\t_zrl'y both relatvely and ubsolutely”
68, 7074, 75-80, 1981-85 and the 1970.1993 N s five Development Plans (viz 1992-
on emphasis on the developmentiof o 0;1 92 National Rolling Plan) had been strong
improved sccess (o these OI)P0rlunilieI,)sp PaL:lnlt}cshm health, education, employment and
éim was Ihé deviinpment, of various .o[icjcg ::n; government cl‘l'f:)r( o achieving this
bring Wheul ieconsris lhrough e ;:jrogranunes that were expected (0
programmes include the Directorate of F de own approach. Some of these
(DIFRRI), National Directorate of Em [;) 00 l.\ﬁ:)Rﬁoads. and Rl.ll'ﬂl Infrastructure
(PBN), Petroleum Trust Fund (PTE) arl:d :::c;lm(ional )F.)The Pcople‘ 5 E}ank of N.tgcn.l
overty Eradication Programme

(NAPEP) among others. i
_ OP'"'C’.ﬂS are diyidcd among scholars on the impact of these programines and
policies, even in their different orientation, on their net effects in shaping the lives of
the poor. Studies have for instance indicated the positive contributions of these policies
and programme on the general wellbeing of the Nigerian poor (Faruquee, 1994,
Canagerajah et al 1997, etc); whereas Aighokhan (2000) though reports a positive real
growth throughout the period 1980 to 1997. he cautions that poverty and inequality
worsened. In the light oféthese contentions, the present study argues that attlempts
to reduce poverty in developing countries have been counter productive because of the
so many ‘poverty relapsing’ situations that may serve o frustrate these clforts over
short periods. We also contend that the effécts of these situations can vary from location
(o location depending on the structure of .the urban women. The paper therefore
examines a set of poverty producing shocks within the urban environment among
women. It attempts to identify the spatial yariation in the shocking producing situations

in the study area. _ |
Study Area and Methodology | ;

The study setting is Ilorin; the administrative and political headquarters of
Kwara State. It is one of the fastest growih'g urban cenlres in Nigeria located on latitude
8°30'N and longitude 4°035'E. The growth ofthe city both physically and in terms of
the population has been documented by other scholars|(See Oyebanji, 1984). Evidences
from these studies attest to the rapid and continuous growth in size and ‘strength’ from
the colonial period as a provincial headquarters 10 1976 as a sta!e'hcadqunrlers. A
major aspect of the population of [lorin is its ethnic plurality. It contains about 766,000
inhabitants by the year 2000 at the growth rate of 2.84% annually (NPC, 2006). The
factors of urbanization and development of the modern commercial/industrial economy
as well as the multiplier effects of these had produced a typically dynamic population
within the city. The metropolis 1s divided into twenty (20) traditional wards for the

purpose of political administration in the city.
',!
from the twenty traditionn! wards of
tial characteristics (Adedibu, 1989). In
201

The Method:
The data for the

Ilorin metropolis on the basis o

study were genernled
f zones of residen
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- each of the wards.

Bevin Jowrnal of Social Sciences

¢ e lw;ﬂl)f women were randomly sampled from the geomeltric

(determined by observing a central location on the map of the ward). F e
were sclected n five directions from the centre. This is ex cllcdour'rc.'r’pondc"?s
repfcsenm“m of whatever variation that may exist in the life expcrienc N gwc Ny fa."
cach of (hese wards. The sampled respondents for each wal:: \verzsais:r:;::gm

= venic WV S 1 .
} convenicni VENUEs. in most cases, a meighbourhood mosque premises and in a few

others cases, in school premises.

| Fwo methods were used in this study to elicit information from the
respondents. Apart from the questionnaire, four focus Group Discussion Sessions were
also hel-o. The sessions were held in wards that were selected randomly from the twent
wards In the wards where FGDs were held, the sampled women in each ward formet):;
one group in a discussion session. During the focus group discussion, participants were
n“nwcd lo frecly express their minds on the issue of poverty, being poor and the
cnrcqmstanccs relating to living in a poor environment such as the inner city. After each
session. (wenty (20) questionnaires were distributed to the participants to obtain
addibonal information that might not be included or glossed over in the discussion
session. To say the least, the questionnaire was designed to reveal both the socio
economic and demographic characteristics of the respondents.

Data Analysis:

Two methods of analysis were adopted. The first method discusses the results of the
‘FGD' session with a view to drawing inferences. This method relates the expenences
ol paverty as reporied by the participants. The method is essentially ethnographic in
nature. the advantage is that it examines the ‘soctal world’ of poverty and its
vulnerability. within the actors' definition in which the paricipant behaviour and
perception is very central. The second method of analysis is a quantitative analysis of
the responses as summarized from the questionnaires. The set of data was tabulated and
relevant statistical techniques were employed to explore the significance of associations

observed from various variables.

__Analysis and Findings:

_were above 55 years. This distribution is

Demographic characteristics of Respondents
The age of respondents varies between 15 and 70 years. The major parameter

for the choice of the respondents was marital stalus since our interest is on a Cross-
y of llorin. In all, there are about 179

sectional study of married women in the cit '
women aged 14-34 years representing about 43.6%. One hundred and thirty (130) or

37 7% women were in the age bracket of 35-55years while the remaining 101 (24.6%)
an indication of the youthful nature of the

marital structure in the metropolis. In most parts, age at marriage was less than twenty

years while age at first birth was, earlier.

Poverty: Perception and Meaning Among Urban Women
Among the respondents, poverty was described mainly in terms of presence of

‘inabilities’ and absence of ‘capabilities’ expressing a lag between \yhat the women are
capable of doing and what they are able to do. It is observed that this perception varies
among the women in the inner-city wards and those living in the suburbia and the

- 202
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Valrerubility To Puverry Amaeng Urfiess W
= Wosmers in Nony

a Migeria Mahoen
m Llys
g "3‘""‘ It i & (s i gomh

frontier areas of the aty For insta
(Adewole, Balogun Alanamu and

of the inadequac
y of cash To them, 10
- . 10 be poor ,
when you need it. The women in Sabo-Garmi | :1:1;""P|¢ inal

ff g "

responsibilities as inaby

expect of you 1::;!Irx:::{vl?ot?fm;h:dren to good school, take part in what refatives
. ' | -

paying cost of health care eic asic life needs like good food, decent housing

nce, m
s O:l of the respondents 1n the 1nner « iy wirds
gun Gambar) perceved poverty mainly i terms

ity w0 spend money
Il perceived poverty though as

“Tom

s Ve:)’p;;:;"g :lg;:"" " fofy aspeci of life in thiv 1own, and

Sislc rmarliiak tha ¢ poor; because there 1s general lach of

in them have ) f Idlwng condirion 15 not decent and householids
no food 1o eat, no cloth to wear, are always il cannat

take part 1 ‘
part in social festivinies of their relatives and friemds becanse ihere
15 virtually no money to do all these"

(Authors’ ‘ra"'”“""’"j‘ of the position of a 50-year old trader ar Maraba, Sabo Gare 1)
' In VI‘CWv of this percepuon, i s pusmblc 1O RIVE i SUununiey utr whil poverty
ET;‘:";‘) majority of urban women, as revealed from the study of Hornn metcopolis ol
. iabihity 1o possess at least three dmly meals,
inability to solve any problem without support,
lack of basic life support needs like water, good roads, health care i L kool
sufficient money (o pay for all these.
The last, being the beginming of all cnses. Also from the responses ol the
women, it is ‘suspected’, considering the stucture oF womet i e I discussion
session, that as basic levels of education increased. the perception of poverty by
urban women shifted from its narrow concepton as mer Gack of money” W the
contemporary lacks” in basic needs, and i other familg responsthilines The
latter perception allows women (O appreciate the precanons ¢ lincacter ol gended
participation, empowerment and other gender relnted exclusions an jrveity i
deprivations in some significant senses.

Causes of Poverty Among Women In Horin Metropolls

The lack of access (0 liquid cash by most women in the ity
cause and an important consequence of poverty According o the survey NTRE
manifested through other surrogale causes like unemployment o undel cmployiment il
health, mgh cost of living and the generally low wage compared to the ket v alities
The disunction belween the causes of poverty among women i the taditienal areas ol
the iy who are mmnly pet traders, housewives, ete and theu cotnterpatts llu'. l‘ l:lt
and in paid employment 15 also clear. Most of the women i the tormes s -l.ll.m..- thal
the nature of work they do is scasonal and lowly priced v thell m*u{lnlmun‘ln'u i |
there are seven dependants, and the husband 15 outside the city n;r .'uil’-l I-n.'uh{l‘-!f” ;lf'f,
of the food we sell, because people here(in het :acl,qf:!r.a;fn pood ) don 1 b ’ ‘. "

: : el evenings,, they cook whatevar they can gel at i i

especially in the momings « 8 AL the end of (e iy we el i eing
even i the afternoon, they prefer 10 ed ) '

s both o magor
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.;__-..Lﬂhm'!gjw#’ h“_?dm
. -*-r7?&M'sﬁ—r“!;*‘r}--rﬂhnq-:?ﬂ.-?-dm.

= 5 1%
| The OVE 1 _
E ._;=.- mmuh-

We are poor becouse ow povermment makes wy poor Salaries are low and so
irepulosiy pawd Promotions are rare favour to workers Before salarnes are paid
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(A 40 year old civd servant with Aathors’ editing).

From these views, i o Clear thal causes of poverty are not homogenous events that
10 peopic equally over space, rather, it 1s ‘a feeling that 1s felt’ by different
e differently

overty Vulnerability and Variability
The Nigeoan Insttuie of Social and Ecomomuc Research (NISER), 2002
Med through 2 national servey eleven “features”™ that make people vulnerable o
'y out of (hese, sex were selected because they were directly applicable 1o the
7 scenano generally and 1o the whan women is particular These features include:
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Notz .
- Inability of Parents to send their children 10 schac
- Cncmpiovment
1ii- Cost of Basic Infrastructures (road, water elecinaty, etc
Iv- Cost of Educanon
Cost of Drugs in Hospitals and debili tabng dissases
vi- Reckless Spending c'..unng local festivals/ ceremonics

Figure 2 is an aempt to depict the spatial pattern exhibited by each of (he

- twiddiiai

Table 1. The concentration of responses in favour of reckless spending at festivals an

~

ceremonies is around the inner-city wards. These are areas close (o the raditoral patve
areas of the city where social network is strongest and most ent:.n;he& See Table 1
and Fig 2). Respondents from areas of the city where there are more mugrants and
traders like the Sabon Gan, Zango and Babaoko wards indicate that factors like their
inability to send their children to school and lack of basic infrastructures as dominant
features of vulnerability to poverty. Although these features exist, their relative
concentrations can be identified in a spanally determined pattern. This can assist an
appropriate definition of poverty for the purpose of targeting the vicums in their

different scenarios and perceptions of the scourge.
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Implications for Poverty Alleviation:

Perhaps the greatest challenge to successful poverty alleviation programmes in
the third world is how to appropriately diagnose an enduring strategy of identifying and
coping with the vulnerable groups on the one hand, and the continuous surge of this
group by the day. Most of the poverty reducing strategies have tended to assume an
even “landscape” of vulnerability to poverty by people in the same geographical unit
like the city. Part of the indications of the failure of the assumption is the observation
that people whose poverty is expected to reduce after a ‘dose of palliative’ from a
poverty alleviation agent soon ‘roll’ back into poverty sometimes with greater severity.
The findings 1n this study suggest that an understanding of factors that lead to poverty
in the first instance is critical in any attempt at a possible ‘rescue’. The study has also
shown that the incidence of these vulnerability factors does not occur in an isotropic
surface but varies according to the structure of the population.

Secondly. poverty incidence has also been shown not to relate only. to the uncmployed
Indced. poverty among the working class in a typical third world city can be nidiculous
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e iewad against the backdrop of socienes “expectation of him viz-a-viz his
economuc reality. Given the findings of this study. it is important to indicatz that
salanes and entitlements of civil servants are part of their succor against poverty When
these are too low and/or irregular, in relation to the realities of urban living conditions,
e = dual tendency, a tendency for the fund for poverty alleviation to be
appropnated for personal use by bureancrats and civil servants who are in a similar or
I pO\trt)‘Awu,h those to whom they were ‘sent’. the second tendency is that of
apathy where civil servants and bureaucrats who are expected to explain, execute and
C:Jf::: (1f need be) the policies of government are literally not interested for obvious
5.

Conclusion
This paper examined the urban women's poverty scenario from the different

perspecuves of vulnerability. We have indicated, through empirical evidence, that the

prevailing poventy alleviauon policies of the third world are inappropriate (using the

Nigenan example) because they often take for granted the variability of vulnerability

If poverty alleviation efforts must be meaningful and enduning, they must be ali
embracing and at the same time be sensitive to the factors that make women vulnerable
in the first instance. In this study, we have fingered on factors hike occupation

geographical location within cities, level of education, etc as some of the factors thal
make women vulnerable to poverty. To assist them, the effort should include the
employed, the unemployed literate and illiterate 1n such a way that a holistic adaptauon
of poverty alleviation is guaranteed. This brings the assurance that even the bureaucrats
and civil servants would not constitute an intervening end-point for the funds meant for

such programmes.
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