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Il Contributions of Good Women
g lc | ‘ ! ‘

- the Redeemed Church to N:‘thH'\l
of th nt: A Case Study of Kwara

Province 3

Developme

Abtrac - analyzes the contributions of women organizations in .IfCC.G to ”C‘I‘fiona[
the pane, e Nigeria. This work intends to look at the contribution of “Goog
develop’)'ne;;f p 1118g ive’n to women of the Redeemed Christian Church of God ,
WO""en e }lmnneit Historical and phenomenological methods are explore,
170110;7{1/ ({e';j/O}/::erhoa was used in order not to distort historical facts The
Z/l:snc::;sz);ollogical method was applied through pai'ctilicipfltory‘c.zpp;'OCl[(;h in the
estimation of actions taken in response (o 'cor‘ztexlual ; zﬁ"e.ien'ces in the Redeeme
Christian Church of God. The objective of t.hls H"Oi‘/f s to; firstly, find out hoy, the
Good Women was established, their roles/aims, their .c(qallenges. Seco.nd[y, to see
how these groups contribute to the Chz.trch, communities ana’l thff natio
also 1o identify strategies for meaningful contribution of Christian wo
to community development. The findings in this work were that women forrned
organizations in the Church for the purpose of Ch%trc"h growth, community and
national development. It is recommended that Christian womfzn be encouraged
through funding, training and recognition by the Government of the day.

n at large
men group

Keywords: women, Christian, development, national development, RCCG.

Introduction

Women contributions to local Churches and
the most dynamic stories in the Nigerian Ch
nessed a growing debate over the roles and r

ciety and this has gradually extended to the
women in the Church is
statement of Pgy
Timothy (G 3
gregation of )
Question engen

the entire denomination make one f)t
urch. The last few decades havc?, wit-
elationship of men and women ins-
Church. The question of the role of
almost as old as the church herself. It is clear from [hz
Lin his letter to the congregation in Corinth and to his colleagl;‘
28-29), that this issue was significant in more than one local COe
€ mid-first century. It is also more probable that this ConFer’nrsv
dered disagreement and even controversy among early believe
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.ceding years, this varianc 0.3, December 2020
[n suce wise 0VCV1hClxﬂc()F(W\H-'
inchf‘SCd' _ Stlan womep continued anq
The Church has hlslm'ically taken o
elation ﬁ'om. ,GOd and is the rule of fajy, and practice, |
itude and Ixi.c context are constantly being moif .I “fm:m culture ¢}
valuate traditional application of seripture’s (o ed. |
in.new social structure. The same
women in the church. The strugg|e of each generation :
he scripture teaches without treating the interp,.et(;l;n
, i
the Church has made as though they were the reg| biblical teach
1e roles of me : ‘ al teachings,
: A hand women in the church are more clearl o
in the secular. However the Church myst pe ready and pre aldy stipulated than
pared to give answers

to the ho‘stll'e world f.or 1t views. It is pertinent to know that i
large majority of active Church members and they ar s et

most every congregation. In that note, women cg
but we find out that the Church is more rigid th
proach to gender issues. The church unlike the s

thc 0 it € €
) \' - H

aching to see if they are in

applies to the biblic Adequate

al teachings op, the role of
S 10 remain faithfyl 1o what

ons and applications which

an the secular society in her ap-
ociety which opened up avenues

role and restricted women from such role. In the early Church the role of w

en was highly recognized and appreciated, women participated as de(:iceogs com.
panions of Paul and other apostles, Church leaders (Rom 16:3-5) and rulers‘((;:n;
16:1). Much has been written about the roles of women in the church by great
scholars, theologians and others. This article will feel the ful| weight of all the pas-
sages involved from every side of the topic and also try to reflect on previous arti-
cles on this topic to some extent, while moving ahead with a degree of originality.

An Operational Meaning of Development

The concept of development is dependent upon numerous definitions. For exam-
ple, Walter Rodney, defines it as a many-sided process. Adeyeye (2014: 210). At
the level of the individual it implies increased responsibility and material wellbe-
ing. Development is a process that creates growth, progress, positive change or the
expansion of physical, financial, ecological, social and demographic segments. It
is also pivotal to note that, women play numerous roles in the general public \\’h.ICh
are fundamental for development, Another concept of change is that. of tt}e mm.d
leading to a complete mastery over nature in whic.h case the humanity ott lpa:ut
no longer subjugated to nature. For our purpose, relfg.lon and dev.cfl'OP(';’;:‘e ‘;"Letd .
fitted towards the change of people from the cond'ltlon of nature an

make meaning out of an otherwise monotonous existence.

ational Development

broad and inc
icular, politics, religion,

The Operational meaning of N stariglve. I Mgar
The term “national development™ 1S €X

porates all parts of the development of

ceptionally
a nation in part
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Lot il ‘count of RCCG ‘ o
A Illslmufll A;‘L(;”in 1952 by Rev. Josiah Olufem; Ak”‘dﬂyomi (19
The RCCG W“SlI-O“'n(v;IVC“‘C”t in other churches. Akinkoye (2 10:4).45.
1 'ill! 1S 1N g g ) ) ne raan " 4
|t)§()) lollo\.\ ‘Ii:osc Enoch Adejare Adeboye as th(, nexft Stlnﬁ‘ra:\ﬁ\/ﬁr.scu. Em)ch
/\l\-mdayolll'l ‘L'l lecturer in Mathematics, Un.lV‘C‘YS'tY Ol Lagos, lgerla,.as at i
/'\dCbOy? \i:;lsd ‘thc church in 1973. Adeboye initially beéamﬁ (;,”eHOf the iny
i .hC Jl(iling Akindayomi’s sermons from _Yoruba to 1 n% IS G € waq
i “tmlsc;flhe church in 1975, and his appointment ZS ea :/Y\f( e(?era]
a pastor _ ) i
’t})['l‘]sc Church was formalized by the postbu.mous hrea énéfogod [;ibe}
i nouncement. In 1990, Redeemed Christian Church o
pro -
; Jame (2004:25-48). i )
1oundeg,. 2?50%9020.(2 3) writing in The New York Times, calls the RCCG “gpe "
i 2020125) ; i

rica’s] most vigorously expansionary religious movemeflfs, il h

[Afucalz ination that is crusading to become a global faith” The church lead.
enoming : ;

te‘COSfa h that in the future “In every household there will be at least ope Mem.
[ plfe;C:i Lled Christian Church of God in the whole world.” Ukah (2003:73)
ber of Redeen € o g bt
In 2008, it had 14,000 parishes and 5 million m.emb'ers In nge“? an(.i other coyp.
tries, Atoyebi (2014:30). The International Parish is strugtured in dlffergnt areas
throughout the world. The local parishes are now grouped into r €glons, with 25 re-

gions in Nigeria. It is also organized throughout most of the world. Notable specig]

the first Friday of
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The Establishment of ‘Good Women’ i the RCCG
The Nationa] Women’s Ministry is established
and edify womep in RCCG and ip the surroun
Iry exists; by so doing these women would be
pose, This ministry js strateg
talents, gifts an

with a vision to reach out, empower
ding communities where the minis-
able to fulfill their God-given pur-
d to be able to utilize and hamess a‘”
nin the body of Christ. As the Churc'h
ayomi had to train as agbebi or iya ab'l-
VETY processes of pregnant women. This
urch, According to Esther Akindayoml'v
slow but as time went on, with the help

uild up wome
I Esther Akind
» 10 assist in the gt
ping People in the Ch
Wth of the Church wag
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of the Holy Sl),im COUPICd, with a ot of outside crusades, visitation, and house-to-
house evangelism, the Lord began to gather souls for His Church

The role of Josiah’s wife as a traditional bir, '
inthe min.istr}’ of her husband. The "'ﬂdition("'ﬂ birth attendant is a form of tradition-
al professnon for s:ome m'ature womer} who live in rural areas where modern health
clinic are not easily available. Even in some places where these clinics are avail-
able, some women p!'efer to seek the assistance of these attendants for so many
reasons such as the l.n?,h cost of healthcare delivery, the unfamiliar circumstances
of modern healt_h clinic and the impersonality of the staff of such clinics. Above
all, traditional bu.'th attendants that functioned within the religious institutions such
as the C&S PI‘OV.ldC amore holistic approach to healthcare because they recognize
the spiritual basis of certain forces, like witchcraft which they prayed against as
they facilitate birth deliveries. Every C&S Church had a women’s delivery room
attached to it where pregnant women give birth to their babies in the presence of
other mature women to help and pray for safety to both mother and child.

The Good Women Fellowship (GWF) was commissioned in 1998 by Pastor
(Mrs) Folu Adeboye, the wife of the General Overseer of The Redeemed Christian
Church of God; Pastor (Mrs.) Adeboye is passionate about women fulfilling God’s
purpose for their lives. She is dedicated to helping women uncover the hidden trea-
sures deposited in them by God. Our Mother in Israel also draws on her own life
experiences and freely shares them with women all around the globe. These ex-
periences and her teachings play a great role in transforming the lives of women.

Through Good Women Fellowship, we receive guidance on how to spiri-
tually impact our personal lives and lives of those around us, how to prayerfully
take a stand for our family and appreciate who we are in Christ. Kwara province
3 carved out of the old province 2 in the year 2010. It started with 26 areas and 72
parishes. In recent time two additional provinces has been carved out; province 5
and 6. In 2017, Kwara province 1 supported Kwara province 3 to birth province 5
and in 2018, Kwara province 3 supported other province to birth, Kw_ara province
6, presently, there are 23 areas and 86 parishes that n.1adt? up the province.

The provincial headquarters was formerly Liveliest people parish at Qro
road but when the need to build a bigger structure arise, a new land was acqmr.ed
along Odota and the Liveliest cathedral was built which now becomes the provin-

attendant was very significant

cial headquarters.

Their Aims and Roles
No doubt, women are the major active memb ‘ SR A
one or more departments/units in the church as'the case may be.
roles of the Good Women in RCCG Kwara Province 3. (
* They play major roles in taking care of the children, te
in the way of the Lord.
e  They ensure that women serve

ers of the church and they belong to

aching and raising them

and function in all the various units/
[«
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hoir, ushering, children, Sunday s
departments in the 'clun:cllx Stc!u))n, ushering, Y choo, Prayg,
warrior, welfare, pmw.w o ledge of the word of God
They impact people with the knmf\;J ¢ tl%c 3hiirol

: various programs within and outside ble to the Good W
There are many varieties ofprog"‘"_" tr‘aCCa d(? (:he [atter o Omcn.

. K\l:m‘Province 3, which will be highlighted in the latter part of t;

are

TOugh the;,

()fR(,'(;(;
S afti(,‘k-

“hei acts Within/Without

heir Impacts Within : . |
}‘lme story olt)‘the Bible is not complete until women are found in pm’_mnent
There are so many roles played by women lp the growth of the Provmce, 0
ya (2020:20). Listed below are the contributions of women to the growth of
Province 3. .

| i.  The Good Women of Kwara Province 3 constructed a maternity for tp,

i Province as part of their contribution to the Province.

i in the Province holds a bi-monthly prayer and praise

o Tll‘]oegg(r):?vmi?g:}elgnant women and those waiting on Qod for the fruit of
Fhe womb gather to praise God and pray to Qod. This birthed evangelisp, as
women tell of the goodness of God and invite other women to be partaker of
the goodness of God thereby enhancing the growth and development of the
province, Cherry (2016:35).

iii. The Good Women convention is an annual ga‘ghgringiof a}ll women in RCCG.
This convention is based on the levels o_f administration in RC.CG. There is
the Regional, Area and Provincial base women convention. It is a time whep

women come together to worship, pray, intercede and share the word of Gogd
together for their spiritual growth. Rodney (1972:1).

iv. There is nothing women cannot give to promote the gospel; this is true among
the women of RCCG Kwara Province 3 as they give out of their resources to
promote the gospel. They donate food, clothes, shoes and money to the new
converts in rural areas where the gospel is being taken to by the evangelism
team,

Places.
dUSan.
K\Vara

g given to them.

‘ he orphans and
L ¢y went with gifts and fooq items.
Vi. They also empower people to be self. emplo
/ er _ ved, The
making, disinfectant, hat making, bead making etc, they provide them with

material and finapce them to start i .
i art making what the learn / also give
financia) €mpowerment to traders among them d b 109 -

vii. The Good Women of RCCG Kw

y teach them soap

ara l?rovmce 3 organizes a program to give
rogram is tagged

“Jesus’ Widows” They gather
‘Qge[her lhey Sill i 1AOws ™, Yy &
0y, ) gprdlse, ra to ,e[l § . \\'()rd
Y also give them gifls, foog Y together and teach them the

tems and clothes Miller (2013: 190).
Their Cp,
allenges and A .
s reas of Improvema
V\l’((l)me.n Played major oo int yravements
0

he ministyy o \
; . Y ot Jesus. At his pjy 1 84 yeal
ad beep Praying for the bt irth, Anna, an 84 y

With thanier 2. . ng of the Messiah, received Jesus
1anksgiving (Lyke 2:36-38). Likewise, women also contrib-

i
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ated immensely to the ministry of Jesus and the Apostle
among the fa‘ithﬁll disciples of Jesus along with nthér (\S. .

o Christ ministry out of their substance. Priscilla joined wa"n;‘f‘ Who contributed
Aqllilﬂ to supp(?rl the ministry of Apostle Paul (AC.“ e \«211(1( s with her hushand
woman who f\ilCCth the life of everyone around Ilc;' (/\“t’ ().’3)' Dorcas was also a
cervers of life. Moses™ mother through the wisdom or:‘ilu 6) ST N
1\40565_“']10 later bc_came the preserver of life, Ruth was 1,n(i IFITSICWC(I - |Ifc.nf
0 a child of God, discovered her purpose as a wmnzm'.\\(flmnlll( ‘Cl‘bm - n‘m'rrn.cd
is being rolled out today, the name of Ruth will be mc,:ntim‘]‘ l“\vlllc;ngc of Christ
allowed to use their God given talents or gifts. When II]CI'CL("\ iy
standing knowledge and spiritual gifts they should be cmhralL IWOmen A
by the Holy Spirit should give women opportunities becauscafle( 'l-,;\llly ik
not discriminate. In Joel 2:28-29, the word of God says “I ‘willlC (?y iy d(')c-s
upon all flesh”, men and women inclusively. The Holy‘ i hquo:” olut mly' Spll"lt
using women in greater dimensions; the church should tllercfn:"e :len( I‘"‘”( lIS St'lll
the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the lives of women. Their challeiz res "1"“‘“ S W"f ]
ous but for the sake of this publications, I will highlight the majobr 1{;5‘0';)2?‘”'
ones which are listed below: ; ous

. ;rlll::ec};;zgll(l.ﬁnanmal aids to make their effort in community development

ii. They are not epough fa.vorable policies that will enable Christian women
group to contribute their quota to community development.

iii. Majority of these women groups lack personnel to help advocate their plights.
iv. Not enough encouragement and support from their male counterparts.

ary Magdalene was

Summary and Conclusion
In the course of this research work, a variety of findings have been explored for

better understanding of the roles of a woman in the church. The roles of women
and their importance in the ministry of Jesus and that of the apostles were consid-
ered which should serve as inspiration to other women in ministry. The Old Tes-
tament focuses on the social and religious roles of women which are interwoven.
The New Testament also supports this religious and social role of women which
is evident by their supportive roles to Christ and the Apostles mini:stry. The debate
about women occupying leadership roles in the church was also.dlscusscd as well
as the general role of Christian women in religion. Lastly, the history z}nd gro‘wth‘
of RCCG Kwara Province 3 in relation to the roles, impact mrm‘(l C(’l]tl:lbllllol\ﬁ of
Good Women to her growth and development 19 nsccrtu.nncd. ll'l‘c ilS.SI:\‘Eijll‘Ccl an:d
support rendered by the Good Women in terms of supporting ch‘l‘l’lt‘llll ::l Oil:lzit;;; -\::“;
ing as a church worker/minister, organizing I{l’()gl'un‘lsl Z‘ITl‘(l ::}il\tlli;zc(l: ‘tr:xinix;u ‘thc
of the widow, caring for the sick, and helping thc' css; e or(lx;l‘ o
young ones in the way of the Lord, training thg'ln m.\;‘?”(t)ll:;; rc‘w‘;‘Ch

them to stand alone in a trading business was also noted In ‘
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CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

LASU JOURNAL OF RELIGIONS & PEACE STUDIES | Vol. 4, No. 3, December 2y

The roles women play in society cumm{ b.c ()\‘/L;I'L‘ll.l{)l;:::li/;(\!/('l. "N«mmn, .
ried or not, can look to other worthy women QH H“'j?ﬁ?;lhcﬁf“ty,ﬁ?uuy}rn;
All women should strive to fulfill their (Jodngn 'm ]L?‘(,,- a ‘.l”.'i’h”"’““.““w %
as to gain honors for themselves, for their f:umlluj ‘“(;( il I’)c]’mvil{ ‘:m‘ _”"'f""‘
have an added responsibility in displaying modest and virtuous beh; o, dressiyy,
SpeeChG:Sii:Ttiigtalotlo the church body,lhcirrolciszaxcnnfsypuf<lchunn1““4
heated topic. The role of women is meaningl"ul zm('l CO'“P'S«'Xt ”’,U‘j ‘“- ’V\‘/"mlcn with,
outstanding spiritual gifts and the bible is 1ull' of cncoun'x’gm'}; !?¢fs.,‘a'1.,<,,} ll’mr g
gemthM\vmnenhaveﬂuﬂrownrokstopkwlnthcchumdis?ULb/y)lwutnmp
lies. They submit themselves to their husband and the church ‘u{tho'rn'y, t},u;y e
in(kﬁ,wxyhmdwomﬁg,ﬂmngewmm1ua@ocomcsu)mcw;ywnunxwmm
gelism and above all they are also a major contributor to the growth and dcvch,;,.
ment of the church.
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