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Dedication

This book is dedicated to the ever-lingering memory of our teacher, ment

colleague —
Professor Emmanuel Nwanolue Emenanjo

f the Linguistic Asso
— who bade us farewell at the Awka Annual Conference o i
oh,ﬁn.mﬂnu (LAN) to join the Immortal on the 9% of February, 2016. His last o

. grammar is an invaluable legacy.
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Preface

”c”u _M.M.MBD_ Monhﬁomnnu of the Linguistic Association of Nigeria (LAN) which
=By b._.:?u.wu nE..an__. Azikiwe Cn.?ﬂ%g Awka, Nigeria, Professor Ahmed
iy Amf i was nn._nw_.wn.mn_ as En Linguist of the Year 2015. The reasons for this

iyl nns”.%—dﬁ..ﬁ&znﬁm serving as the longest executive council member of
Hn._....p.u..». | ing virtually all m.mn.._w_ conferences since he joined as a member..
rofessor Amfani has served as the pioneer Vice-President of LAN under the leadership

of Professor Alex Iwara, two-tenure Vice-President under the leadership of Professor

Duu.m“.nw:._.m Ndimele, _..So-ﬁ._...En National President of LAN and now he is completing
“.wo g-ﬁnﬂﬂn. ._mx-ommn_o Eou.u_u.nq of LAN Executive Council. No other member
LAN - dead or living - equals this impressive record of dedication, commitment and

meritorious service to the Association. “+ 2. [.7:: :

As a way to celebrate the spectacular achievements of Professor Amfani, in our
own peculiar way, LAN decided to do a festschrift devoted to him, and therefore
mandated the Editor to call for papers from far and near to form this massive volume.
uﬂpn response to the call for papers was impressive, which shows how Professor Amfani
is appreciated and loved by his friends, his students (pastand present) and his colleagues

from across the globe. .
From the huge assemblage of papers received, only fifty-five (55) of them ‘were

un_unﬁm after rigorous reviews by experts in the various genres of linguistics and related
...._n.an.u_.En.u. I hasten to add, however, that the majority of the papers that could not make
this valume are excellent papers indeed; but time and space could not permit us to
-nh.oEBOn_mB them. A couplé of other papers were also dropped because they address
subject-matters that are not immediatély relevant to the main focus®of this current book

project.

About a quarter of the papers here cover formal linguistics, comprising phonology,
morphology, syntax and semantics. The-balance of the papers are in secular areas of
_EwEmnnm.. ranging from sociology of .language, discourse analysis, stylistics,
ethnolinguistics, translation studies, language engineering, to language teaching and
learning, and much more. - - : ;

_ Even though we did not separate the paper into sections, we deliberately clustered

_uuvo.a.nwwn_wuu_.ﬁm similar themes together. This arrangement makes it easier for

nﬂm_ﬂu to locate papers that are of immediate interest to them at a particular point in
their research. . ,

This is yet another important reference material for scholars and researchers in

" African linguistics, literature, culture and related areas.

Professor Ozo-mekuri Ndimele L -
- Founding Editor et e -

1 anie L1 Lunteus

November 2016 ~
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LN W .
— \ L|.| H _ ﬂ.l.l. - E“ H
w_” gnﬂ and environmental experiences is a dialect of Yoruba language. Owe gegnm = itation of Symmetrical Verb Constructions and _P_uu»-ﬂan Case E _ m
‘E_o.ganmogsgnaaﬁoﬁgl : . ed Benue-Congo Languages - : _ <
. d.wm Mrwuorﬁo that the presence of [z] in Ohikumi is as a result of their interaction € . - &
Igbo w _EEGEEBEW&“SE&REJEQSE»EE% - ry Amaschl :
85 a result of language contact. The presence of [p] and [{] and the systematic ch Sy o, mﬂ“ﬂ.ﬁwﬂﬂﬁﬁ M-&-M«Mn«lnﬂ Languages, University of Ilorin m
anowggﬁnnﬁ.ﬁ&mﬂdnﬁ between it and the Yoruba 1 - a2@yahoo.com & 2mumemay@gmail.com . ‘ @)
should be noted that Igala attests eoBEn voiceless bilabial [p] and the voiceles ..”EE S Lo = L ) . >
velar _M.Mﬁu H_GWP dwn conclude that .mﬂ_ s originally present in Yoruba but lost paper &mnamma the phen ann o ‘of uw.HEnHan_ verbs in uaawo_nﬂun& mﬁnsbhonﬂﬁ n.noon @)
T lificati e 4 + It argues that the pairs of clauses involving symmetri - : o
guages s 1 s P sive constructions in D
o endently, and that the derivation is in no way similar to pas subiect end - c
: = h as claimed by Ilori and Olaogun (2013), but rather, the order of the subj is of m
uﬂa_».u-duna o arguments in the clauses are brought about in order to satisfy M_u.whnn ME%MS& %]
. . Projection Principle (EPP) and the Case theory. An or th ()]
Akinkugbe, O. 1976. An Internal Classification of the Yoruboid Group (Yoruba, Ise oEmh”ﬂ_uuMM_ EM._ >mnm‘w has _uwonrna the movement of the Experiencer. mnwu_oﬂ.WoE
...... Igala). The Jowrnal of West African Languages Volume XI, Number i. 2, Pp- g to the specifier position of the Tense Phrase (i.e. Spec-TP) by assigning it the
Akinkugbe, O. 1978. 4 comparative phonology of Yoruba dialects, Asekiri, and Ig ative Case, and thus the object argument is the only DP left to satisfy the EPP at Spec-
Unpublished E..U Thesis, University of Ibadan. ) , ¢ Theme (object-DP) automatically becomes the subject-DP in the second clause. .
>n.ow3_§ w.m. 2009. A Survey of Focus Constructions in Owé, In Adika, GF., Abi the notion of movement transformation, the paper explains that symmetrical verb
F. and A_S. Salawy (eds.) Current Perspectives in m_\ﬁaor.wviﬂn and Diale nstructions may appear to be syntactically similar to passivization in English, in terms
Pp 120-139. #..Hbouw. Ghana: Black Mask Ltd. ] movement by substitution, but structurally and semantically different from passivization
. Arokoyo, B.E. 2010, Acquisition of u&w@nhﬁhganhgm by Pre-School Chi, per, therefore, concludes that, rather than being considered to be ‘similar to
Nigeria, Unpublished Ph.D Thesis, dnh.d.ﬂnuma\ oflofin. - ‘ Eémo.n in English, symmetrical verb constructions are not only syntactic features of
,Eowomwo. B.E 2013. Owé Linguistics: ku Introduction. Tlorin: Chridamel Pub -Congo languages, but also productive in the selected languages.
ouse. . : .
Awobuluyi, O. 2001. ‘Itdn "Edé Yoriba’, In Ajayi Bade (ed.) £kg Edé Yoribd: B ds: Symmetrical verbs, Benue-Congo languages, Case, EPP, DP movement, Theta
Litirés} “ati dsa. Tjebu-Ode: Shiebiotimo Publications . S ’ T
Lewis, M_ P. (ed.) 2009. Ethnologue: languages of the world (6% edition). Dallas Texas:
i 2 ications of Vowel Lengthening to Learners of Yoruba as h £ ical verbs is found in Benue-Congo' languages. The
. = Phenomenon of symmetri v 15 Tound m v
Second Language’. In Falola, Toyin and Ann Genova (eds.). Yoruba Creatr; llowing sentences contain symmetrical verbs.
Fiction, Language, Life and Songs. Treaton, NJ: Africa World Press 3
Obisesan, H. 2012. ‘Lexical Comparison of Olukumi, Owo Dialect and Standard “.”_.ou .
Yoruba.’ wﬂEEn paper vunanuuon to the Department of Linguistics and Nige; J:m.@ Adi wers =y ) Iwée were  Ada
! University of Horin, Hlorin. ) o = Ada angryPST anger anger angryPST Ada
== *Okpanachi; D_A. and A.A. Kadiri: 2015. Contrastive Anaiysis of some mﬁnﬁomﬂn., A . ‘Ada was angry.” © T SAda‘was angry.’ - i--
Features of Igala and English Phonology. International Journal of English Langik
and Linguistics Research Vol3, No.l, Pp. 90-98. L (2) Obini-dkwi  dkwich (b) Ukwara na-akwa Obi,
Omachonu, G.S. 2001, Fundamentals of Phonology and the Study of Igala = Obi PROG-ICV cough cough PROG-ICV Obi
Nsukka: Great AP Express Publishers. * ‘Obi is coughing.’ ‘Obi is coughing.’
Otitoju, J. 2002. The Okazn People of Nigeria. Lagos: WEPCOM Publishers Limited. = . . NP
(@) Uche  naemé ihére. ®)Ihére  ndemé Uche.
Uche PROG-do shyness shyness PROG-do Uche
‘Uche is a shy person.’ “Uche is a shy person.
’rlu.f.
: s




I  suffer from anger
‘I was angry.’

Studies on symmetrical verbs have shown that examples (1-4) are M%.nm W
involving symmetrical verbs (Awobuluyi, 1978; .Zﬁmnrcwﬂur woum_uu T ol
these kinds of clauses, the subject and object are freely interchang 4

apparent change in meaning. This interchangeability o

ga!-ku : T
@i @Adéje yya. . S ®lya - je Adé.
© . Adceatsuffering suffering eat Ade
‘Ade suffered.’ ‘Ade suffered.’
iL@OW A - b indi (b) Int o bi Old.
Qlu Hu.HﬂO,Q.nmcun. stomach stomach PROG cause Olu’
., .Oh._u. Isangry.” - ‘Olu is angry.’
iii. (a) Akin kin  oji. (®) Oji kin'  Akin.
- nﬁnu_uw quick eye eye be quick Akin:
. .ﬁab.ﬁmuﬁm.rﬁd_‘... ‘Akin was in a hurry,’
OL@Wanls  yir  jin 0% s yir wia
mga H.mm..mm. PROG-afflict hnger =~ '~ hinger PRES PROG-afflict child
The child is hungry.’ ‘The child is hungry.’
i@Kila' 5§ ki  kighish (b) Kighiisikii 6 . kil ~  Kila
“*. . KilaPRES ww.Oﬂnnocmw cough ~ cough SMPRES PROG-cough Kila
‘Kila is coughing.’ - -‘Kila is coughing.’ :
iii. (2) Audu b mmﬁ.m.w. kilog. () Kilog ki  shwiy Audu.
Audu PRES PROG-inflame neck neck SM PROG-inflame Audu
‘Audu.is angry.* ‘Audu is angry.’
P»Eumo.u . .
(4) i. (a) Mié stm dan. - (b) Edane stin min.
I ‘grip fear fear grip me
‘I was afraid.’ ‘I'was afraid.’
i. (a) M kpakpd. ®) Ekpilip i
I cough cough me
‘I coughed.’ ‘T coughed.’
“iii (@) Mid zhe T “wunC © 7 (b)) Ewwn ézi  min.

anger suffer from me
‘I was angry.’

alaka, 1

f the subject and object

...%ﬁwﬁsawﬁ (1988 p. 43) refer to the phenomenon as subject-object switching. It is the case

%> that the subject-objet switch does not indicate any notion of focus or emphasis. If the focus
- meaning, wefe intended, then, the element to be focused is moved to the left periphery

& ﬁ\. position and some focus elements would be introduced as in (5) whn_ (6) below:

G0 by Adiwer  iwd. , . | |
35G be Ada mh_gwmlh.mh_mﬂﬂ Vg . . 29
~ (Igbo) S

i
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s “Itis Ada that is angry.’
@A ni o je i :
- 7 Ade FOC 38G eat suffering . .
- ‘It was Ade that suffered.’ * (Yoruba) -

25 - The plienomenon of symmetrical predication is common with most experiential verbs.

“Usually the verbs-depict involuntary actions or psychological state such as to be angry, to -

= iobe afraid, to be suffering, to cough, to yawn, to be hungry, etc. Usually the subject

b arguments are animate as in (1-4) above, but sometimes they may not be animate but they

. ‘g==kesaizare conceived as a force capable of altering a change in the state of affairs (Yuka and Agbo,
CEmeaa2013). - . . o "
ek " There-are ceitain clauses that appear like symmetrical verb clause but which are not.

© (M@ Add mint
. Ada hearPST sound
‘Ada heard a sound.’

®)*Vd: oird  Adi. |
.’sound hearPST Ada’ -~ (Igbo)
— . ®)@Audn u  yén Kila.
3 Audu PST non-PROG-see Kila
: ‘Audu saw Kila.”

- (b)Kila u yén Audu,
: E_mmmﬂuon.wWOD.mnm.Wmmm__.a..,._ . s b s e wlhe o -
© 7 *Kila'saw Audu.’ )

(9) (2) Oj6 Iu Akin.
. Ojo beat Akin
‘Ojo beat Akin.’

- (b) Akin Iu Ojé.
. Akin beat Ojo
Akin beat Ojo.’

988)

(Yoruba)



< g Ptient ift (9b). -

~L3) - RPN
verbs in exampl are_expericntial verbs, but while mry is not sensitive T L, sy mies :
=2 Hﬁ%ﬂ?&&.ﬂ@ﬂnéﬁeaaageéﬁaw this kind of switch do 9 @ Ada wwwﬁaﬁumw . .
not preserve the meaning of the (a) clause, a different meaning was Fﬁuama. m(9),v . WBM owwﬂ ched.” : . )
Ojé carried out the action of beating in (a), Akin did the beating in (b). Ada .
1.1 Defining symmetrical verbs. , . - ®) ST Ada C
. i ics, Mi 2 bolically, defines syms cough. coughP . bo) “ -
From the perspective of mathematics, Miller (1998 p.1) symbolically, €5 Sy] ‘Ada coughed.’ . " (Igbo) o K :
| , nces can be correlated with other
fact that the ugﬂﬂo&ownmu e NP of the verb occurs as

verbs as follows: “Symmetrical verbs encode a relationship r betweén: two entiti

that XrY entails YIX” :

Based on the symmetrical-verbs attested in Yoruba, Awobuluyi (1978 p.61) exp
that “the subject and object of each of the verbs in this class are freely interchangeab)
(if any at all) in meaning. It is for this reason that the verbs are said fg

laka’ im the
rwalaka’s claim stems from s
“een Iebo and other Kwa languages in W : : .
w%ﬂwm mo“,nnmnnnm with these verbs. The verbs in m.nm..o.nnnﬂ C 1a&b) belo
%1 ect-object alternation. . | .

w do not tolerate

be symmetrical.”
~-.= 27Thematic roles of arguments in symmetrical verbs : e et an (@ Agu jiom it . - -
The argument structure of clauses is reflected in the internal syntactic structure of hunger hold me (gbo)
Both the subject and object are said to be generated within the VP. The subject, being ‘I am hungry.” v L, O 834 ‘
. external argument, is génerated at Spec-VP (i.c. the VP-internal Subject Hypothesis) , . . : : :
the internal argument is complement to V. Not only this, an account of argument stru (b) Ebi ‘n ~ pami -
each argument plays in relation; hunger PROG kill me - . -
. ) ; ‘T am H.:EWQ.- . Qoa—uﬂu

"+ also provides a description of the semantic role which
. their predicates (Radford, 2004). - e o
Doene and Iloene (2013) argue that the verbs in the symmetrical predicates;
dynamic verbs. And as dynamic verbs, it can also be seen that they do not express:;
conscious activity of any participant. This means that the subject in each sentence can
be regarded as an Agent, neither does the complement DP in each sentence have any acti
performed on it, hence it is not a patient. Considering the pair of sentences in example]
-4), the subjects in (li.-iii.a, 2i-iiia, 3i-iiia & 4i-iii.a) have the thematic rolé
Experiencer, while the objects have the thematic role of Theme. Experiencers, accord
to Carnie (2007), are arguments that feel or perceive events. They can appear in a numb
of argument positions including subject and object. Themes are entities that unde
actions. Therefore, they are moved, experienced or perceived. The argument alternati
the examples (1i.-iii.b, 2i.-iii.b, 3i.-iii.b & 4i.-iii.b) does not in any way affect the th
roles of the arguments within the clauses. 4dd'in (1i.b), Ade in (2i.b), wdn in (3i.b) an
in (4i.b), all bear the Experiencer role. Unlike in (9) above where Cjjo is the Agent in

w. E:mkwmnnm.nuon:_n&m_un:me_woE&Moﬂcn&nwﬂn,nonﬁma
; woﬂwwﬂmnﬂw& m-noﬂ mwmcﬂnhﬂhﬂﬂmmou. The subject in (11) above is likened to and
Sks like what appears to be the object in sentences (1a & 2a). - .
~ Yuka and Agbo (2013) are of the opinion that the (b) mn.umnnoﬂ in (1-4) are nnﬂ.q&.
om their (a) counterpart by a simple switch of argument positions by the .m:E.onn and the

”» .
> Ilori and Olaogun (2013) argue that each of the pair of clauses in the symmetric
rictures is independently derived from the same semantic and syntactic core VP base,
| that it is not the case that one is derived from the other. They proposed that to derive
e (a) and (b) forms of the symmetrical predicates in (1-4) involve raising from within the
61 core VP to the subject position of the outer vP shell, and cyclically to the subject
tion in the IP, following the VP-internal-subject hypothesis. Ilori and Olaogun claim
i the structure in (12a) below shows the derivation of sentence (2i.2) while ({12b) is for

QNS._.._unmﬁ&nnﬁﬁchgé,ﬁ.aﬁmmﬁﬁogﬁ. .ﬂnﬁ. n..o

ncer argument which seems to appear as the object in the (b) form of the clauses is
bject after all, but perpetually remains the thematic subject. This is Snm_uoa& by En
t the thematic subject role is preserved for the Experiencer in the pair of clauses in

Y symmetrical verb sentence.

3. Re-visiting symmetrical predicates . :
Uwalaka (1988) examined the Igbo symmetrical verbs which she regarded as sub
&G.mﬁ switching within the framework of ‘Case grammar. She pointed out that 0

limited number of verbs in Igbo undergo this kind of argument alternation. Her argutl
based on semantic and syntactic evidence, was that the sentence (10a) below is_
_ edived from (10b) by switching around the positions of the subject and the object.

21

s

5
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Following Tlori and Olaogun (2013), we also claim that the pair OI Clauses WmVOLVLY
symmetrical verbs are derived independently, however, guﬁo&.oﬁnn%nn is mﬁ_ﬁﬂ _%mﬁmn
~=paper to show that Ilori and Olaogun’s analysis of the Eo.ﬂﬂ.&...c: of Hﬁﬂwu...uﬁonnmm
memH_unBa object to the Spec of TP is menoﬁmhnwﬂ““ an alternative analysis is considered
nore appropriate is presented under section oW, ) . )
ctes 5 %Mnnoﬁﬁo woBMnn_...ommohm which Tlori and Olaogun left upanswered in En.ﬁ claim
S¢S gbout the derivation of the (b) pair of the symmetrical verb clauses, as mm.uoiu in (12b)
“above. The essence of haying the subject internally generated at the Spec o.w inner core VF,
~“and moving to the Spec of TP is forced by the Extended Projection Principle (EPP) — the
‘requirement that the Spec of the TP be filled by a subject (Carnie 2007 p.287). The element
= that does move is the elosest, which is the Experiencer subject internally generated in Spec
as indicated in (12a) above. Therefore, the questions that were left unanswered, for the
‘derivation of the (b) counterpart in each of the symmetrical verb constructions are:

3 What hinders the internally generated Experiencer subject from moving in (11b)?

==-(ii) Since it is the closest to the Spec TP, why does it have to give way for the Theme
ﬂw..wm . object? ) .

= - (iii) What syntactic or morphological condition motivates the movement of the Theme

ki - objectto Spec TP? R :

ori and Olaogun's basis for assuming the derivation of the (b) pair of symmetrical verb
uses stems from the fact that this clause type is similar to what is obtainable in English

sives, but the fact is that English passive constructions involve a kind of morphological
ge in the verb and also involves head movement of the auxiliary. The —en suffix,

according to Carnie (2007), absorbs the Agent or Experiencer role. That is, when the —en

is present, the theta grid of the verb only requires a Theme role, which in that case is the
object. The Theme object is generated in object position in both actives and passives, but
en it is moved to subject position in passives as exemplified in (13) below.

(13)  (a) The boy wrote the letter.

«||_

) was written (by the boy).

Scanned bCacanner
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To answer the above questions and proffer solution to the problem under consideration
would like to consider the grammatical relation of Case. The DP movement to Spec
not only to check EPP, but also, very importantly, to check Case. The three most import;
grammatical relations — subject, object and indirect object —represent the syntactic functj
of a DP in a given clause structure. DPs bear (abstract) Case. Case is a syntactic prope;
! that must be structurally triggered. Following Chomsky (1981), DPs are given Case if i

only if they appear in specific syntactic positions in the sentence. Nominative Casa
.. mﬁnoﬁnn_ in the Spec of finite T and accusative Case is checked by the verb. In other worg
: it is Case that serves as a motivation for DP movement. : -
| Our argument is that the Theme object DP moves to Spec TP in order to checlc

- nominative Case as it is appearing in the subject position in the (b) forms of the symmetr

- «-—predicates. In the Case of English passives, the —en morphology absorbs both the e;
Enﬁ. role .mba the accusative Case. But in the case of symmetrical predicates
consideration, the Experiencer subject DP still bears its theta role and also the accus

‘ Case in the (b) forms of the predicates. The problem here is that the Experiencer DP
{ is generated at the Spec of VP is not a sister of
| Case as depicted in (14) below.

LN

ject DP
atical, the EPP and subject Case requirement must be met. .ﬂwn .H.w_nan ow.ﬂwnm e
lically from the complement of V _uoumuou to the m_unn vP, nn .HEumh.m:monm oo
_The V head also moves into the v head uom.._non._. ve
. correct output of the (b) forms of the symmetrical verb constructions in En _gﬁﬁm
tinder consideration. :

V, and thus cannot be assigned uno.ﬁ

. Obj (THEME)

I

e is also AgrSP for subject. It has been proposed that the EPP is a property of TP and -
. . .. B =at Nominative Case is assigned lower in the structure, in AgrSP, as shown in (16) .
_To account for how the accusative Case is assigned to the Experiencer subject DE, : ir - .
considered Pollock’s (1989) Split-Infl Hypothesis and Chomsky’s (1991) propos e -
<.z, - theresis;a-special-functional category.whose sole.purpose.is accusative Case assig] S CS
- (i.e. object agreement (AgrO)). The idea behind the name AgrO, according to Camie &
p.378), is the fact that the Case assigner is usually the constituent that agrees with the dolz
i The Experiencer subject DP moves from the position where it gets its theta 19
: “ Spec AgrOP to get the accusative Case. This is shown in (15) below. The AgrOP is !
-7 . .betweenthe vPand VP. - .- .
"~ The derivation of the (b) pair in the symmetrical verb clauses involves the prog :
‘assignment of the external theta role (that is, Experiencer) to the subject DP that 15,
. generated in the Spec VP position, from where it gets its theta role, and m...ﬂ_umoaﬁmun_uw
* - to Spec AgrOP to gets its accusative Case. With the accusative Case being assignes
- Experiencer subject DP, the Theme object is the only DP left. For the noumnunﬂm

= -
5

Famnso’ data in (3i) repeated here as (17) below clearly show the furiction of tone in °
&'structure and its interaction with the subject-object alternation and Case marking.

=

&
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] 3 ] n ‘tha low toné,
an @ Aqmn & yar Jig. 5 [ amnso’ nouns are sensitive to nnun. marking- Hﬂa%ﬂ%ﬂda Case (Y uka an
child Emmm. PROG-afflict hunger A3l tive Case and when it bears a high tone, it 3 .
eﬁwn Sl m%ﬁﬁ.. o “EE 0). Lamnso’ data are from Yuka and Agbo (2013)- < (Burzio 1986)
in yar wan. : S . . : ative Case
hunger PRES PROG-afflict child The —en also absorbs the verb’s ability to assign 2cCUS
*The child is hungry.’ (Lamnso’) - §

The Experiencer subject-DP is base generated in ...a._..nq VP where it gets its theta role; ang ..
M _. grammar. Ibadan: Oxford University

ndicative of the Nominative Case. But when moy .
. . Oladele. 1978. Essentials of Yoruba

as subject in (3i.2) bears a low tone i

to the Spec AgrOP position for the assignment of Accusative Case, the low tone becom wobuluyi, E
ich. Th H N . - it ith a high t e mn ST 3 . . intemn

hieh. The same is true for jiy in (17a) in V' noﬁwp.nﬂwn,n,w&m.._. _o.bﬁ_._u : m.. m_u one, mum_ﬁ A5pse .w._mnH&Wcmnn i 158 New et Conih " nnovomnm |

. . - n. Afrikanistische Arbeitspapiere 17: 115-147 .

. classificatio .
3 ‘o Luigi. 1986. Italian syntax. Dordrecht: Reidel |
: = :o Andrew. 2007. Syntax: A generative introduction.

6. Conclusion
symmetrical verbs have been of interest to linguists over-tEe o’ - For
S Comsky, Noam. 1981, Lectures on government and &Q&Eﬂw. H.uo_nm.nnnuun. Foris o, T
TR ; notes on economy of derivation and represen :

The syntax and semantics of

years. This paper has tried to specifically look at the structure of these constructions and @ i

account for their derivation using the Minimalist framework. The paper reveals that == fiomsky, Noam. 1991. Some . . ammar. Cambridge:
symmetrical verb constructions are-very different from passivization in English, and i " Robert Freidin (ed-) P rinciples and parameters i compar ative gra.

the pair of clauses involved are derived independently as claimed by Ilori anid Olaograess e -5~ MIT Press pp- 417-454 . ]

(2013); however, following Pollock’s (1989) proposal of the Split-Infl Hypothesis & B £~ Greenberg, JH. 1963. The languages of Africa. The Hague: Mouton. -« of Yoruba

easgee— i Jonnson F. & Simeon Olaogun. 2013. The syntax and mnn.ﬁmu.anm )
: J.F. Tori (eds.) Issues in

cture rule as well as the need fo Cass i llon, .
_ = o O verbs. In O.-M. Ndimele, L.C. Yuka and 85102

as the subject in (17b). e

Chomsky’s (1991) modification of the phrase stru ;

. requirement to be met, this paper has provided empirical evidence from four Benue-Corzes © symmetrical :
S ey : ineuistics: tschrift for Oladele Awobuluyi pp.

ba) to show the motivation for the movemente =% contemporary African linguistics \MWMQ” dnﬂ%ﬂmﬁﬁnm and acquiring symmetrical

languages (Igbo, Lamnso’, Nupe and Yoru
TP position in the (b) counterpart in each of the symmetric

verb clauses. It is not just the case that one is derived from the other by a simple switch a353
symmetrical verb ooEEnmm._.m.W«

 the subject and object, as claimed by some scholars. The
are not only syntactic features of Benue-Congo languages, but found to be mnomanmqﬁ,.@wﬂ.. =
the selected languages. It is our recommendation that further researches could be camiBasE
out to investigate this phenomenon as it relates to psychological verbs (i.e. verbs that CESE
- pot involve voluntary actions like to cough, to.be hungry, to yawn, etc.). It is noticed iz B
verbs that allow subject-objéct alternation seem to belong to the class of psychologiGs :
erbs. The symmetrical verbs should also. be examined along with inherent complemZEsas:-Uwalaka, Mary A. 1988. The Igbo verb: A seman
verbs, as manifested in Igbo. S ap T SR S:2 zur Afrikanistik _ T
: oy : - Zi=sees = Williamson, Kay & Roger Blen
. =E - Afvican languages: An intro

S

& Ffiller, Carol A 1998. It takes two 10 T e 5Tl
e holinguistic Research VOL. 21, 0. 3 PP-
verbs. Journal of Psycholinguis Lexicon Project. Centre

the Theme object to the Spec
7. Argument Structure of Igbo Verbs.

Nwachukowu, Philip A- 198
ing the structure of En

.”w.mamaa.. Andrew. 2004. Minimalist syntax: Explor
"> " Cambridge University Press

Pollock, Jean-Yves. 1989. Verb mov
- Linguistic Inguiry 20, Pp- 365424

ement, universal grammar, and thie structure of IP.

tico-syntactic n:nakw.. Wien: Beitrage

ch. 2000. Niger-Con

duction. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press i
ik, Lendzemo C. & Maduabuchi S. Agbo. 2013, The logical structure of the Lamnso
: M. Neimele, L.C. Yuka and JF. Tlori (eds) Issues i
festschrift for Oladele Awobuluyi pp- 71-84

.. =0 verbal component. In 0.
=== contemporary African linguistics: A

2. otes ) _ . - .
1. Igbo, Nupe and Yoruba w,u_o.nm.s the Kwa _m.nmdumn. family as n_mummmom by Green
(1963). However, they were reclassified’ alongside some other Kwa languages; &
renamed West Benue-Congo, which together with the East Benue-Congo formed the PI¢
Benue-Congo (Blench 1989, Williamson & Blench 2000). .
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