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DEDICATION
This book is dedicated to the memory of the source:
Shaykh Liadi Akanbi Oloyede

and
Hajia Sherifat Abioye Oloyede

“...My Lord! Be merciful to them as they raised me when I was young” (Q17:24).



FOREWORD

When | was approached o wiite the fsrewond to s mnanmiim opsn, Indamrios, Scholarship ang
Service fo Seciehy \\\itt\‘\\ i honour of one of Nigeria's finest academivs, administraton and \‘uuhl‘c
Professor of Islamies, Mot lehagOlanrewajuOoyede, Registrar o the Joint Adimissions and
Matriculation Board CIANME)L T fumped at (E 1 e rons reasans ainong whivh are: the tocus of the
book, the person in Whose name it s written and the platform that fnsplred the compilation,

The foeus traverses all arean of knowledie as it envapsulates seholarship which has no
boundary either in seience, teehnology, humanitios and even emerging trends, This has been Justitied
with the 70 Chapters spanning five main sections touehing victwally all major areas ol study:
environment, religion, arts, selenve, higher education, social ehange, mas communication, artiticial
intcll‘igcufcc‘ law and order, seeurity, mentorship, ceonomics, governance, sustainable development to
mention just a fow,

The person who is being honoured with this book s another reason for jumping at writing the
foreword, He is a highly detiibalised Nigerian = fortheight, ineorruptible and very selfless, He iy
worthy of this publication, On reading the book and the second volume of tributes, Glimpaes into the
Giang, my position is further confivmed,

: Thindly, the platform that is championing the book  publication, our Consortium of
Universities in Kwara State (KUS), i also a very eredible platform for this great initiative because it
has shown in less than two years of its existence that collaboration is the future of higher education,

There was a real challenge at the initial stage because how do you write foreword to a book
you have not read? On getting the manuseript, the challenge became more daunting because it ran into
almost a thousand pages, competing with the Ph, D, thesis of Prof, ls-haqOloyede, One of the very
significant things that 1 discovered is that it is a 70-chapter book which | think the editors deliberately
decided on, and that in itself’ speaks volumes about the book,

Rummaging through the book, it is obvious that the contributors are equally deliberate to
accurately represent the honoree because they demonstrate in-depth analysis of the various subjects
covered. For instance, Chapter Three discusses, in extenso, theissue of leadership in higher education
exploring the leadership style of Prof. ls-haqOlanrewajuOloyede, And it this is justaposed with the
contribution in Chapter Forty-Five that deals with *From Paper to Pixels', the quintessential Oloyede
is properly captured and this is further exemplified in Chapter Filty-Two detailing his exploits on the
transformational approach to education with the evolution of Information Communication and
Technology (1CT).

The authors equally
information for future rescare
which it covers as well as prov
academic endeavours of the thorough-bred a
no mean repute, Prof. Is-haqOlanrewajuOloyede, CON,

On the whole, this book is a must read for all lovers of knowledge: all policy makersy

academics willing to know more about their disciplines: students who want to be better grounded in
their studies; religious leaders and scholars who aspire to lead with fear of God: people involved in
higher education; and indeed all Nigerians who truly love and believe in the Nigerian project.

provide very rich materials which will serve as a veritable source of
h. No doubt, the book will continue to be relevant in the various areas
ide a golden opportunity for researchers to have a glimpse into the
cademic, highly cerebral and uncommon administrator of

Prof. Wahab Olasupo Egbewole, SAN

Vice-Chancellor, University of Horin, Horin

Chairman. Consortium of Universities in Kwara State (KUSH)
22" September, 2024



PREFACE

When the idea of embarking on this project was mooted at a meeting of the Consortium of
Universities in Kwara State (KU8+) Vice-Chancellors a few months ago, it was received by
acclamation by all members. The sentiment expressed at the meeting was that apart from being
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Consortium, Prof. Is-hagOlanrewajuOloyede is a
towering academic figure that honouring him itself would be an honour to the Consortium, one of
the most dynamic consortia of its type despite being less than two years old.

Then, the burden of leading the project from the starting point to the finish line, on behalf
of the Consortium, was placed on Mahfouz Adedimeji by the Chairman and Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Ilorin, the amiable Prof. WahabOlasupoEgbewole, SAN, and he took it with
pleasure as a badge of honour. One of the earliest decisions reached at the point of releasing the
call for paper flier is that Prof.Oloyede is an elephantine personality or a big feast that would
require many people with diverse cutlery. So, we differentiated between this festschrift, which is
purely academic, and the book of tributes, Glimpses into the Giant: A Tapestry of Tributes to
Prof. Is-haqOlanrewajuOloyede at 70, with the latter being more general. The work started
almost immediatelyon the festschrift with Dr AbdulGafarFahm, a vibrant young scholar, with the
support of the Consortium, especially the Chairman, Prof.WahabEgbewole, SAN, and the
Secretary-General, Prof. Francisca Oladipo.

The publication of Islamics, Scholarship and Service to Society: A Festschrift for Is-
haqOlanrewajuOloyede is both a tribute and a testamentto the enduring impact of Prof.Oloyede’s
multifaceted contributions to the academe, public service, the Islamic community and the larger
society, in its micro and macro phyla. The volume is conceived not merely as a collection of
academic essays but as a celebration of a remarkable journey of intellectual pursuit, selfless
service and visionary leadership demonstrated by the phenomenal personality being honoured.
The breadth of topics covered and the depth of scholarship reflected in these pages are a fitting
and befitting homage to a scholar whose work transcends the boundaries of disciplines and whose
influence reverberates across multiple spheres of the society. '

Prof.Oloyede’s career exemplifies a synthesis of rigorous academic scholarship and
dedicated service to humanity, particularly within the contexts of Islamic studies, interfaith
dialogue and academic leadership. As a scholar, his contributions to the study of Islam are
profound and enduring. His works have provided nuanced insights into the complexities of
Islamic jurisprudence, theology and cultural practices. He has engaged critically with
contemporary issues in Islamic thought, addressing the challenges posed by modernity while
remaining rooted in the tradition. His scholarship is characterised by a meticulous approach to
sources, a balanced and thoughtful interpretation of contentious issues and an unwavering
commitment to intellectual honesty. This commitment is not only evident in his published works
but also in his engagement with students and colleagues, whom he has mentored and guided with
inimitable generosity and uncommon wisdom.

In addition to his academic achievements, Prof.Oloyede’s contributions to public service
are noteworthy. His tenure as the Vice-Chancellor of the University of llorin was marked by
significant transformations that enhanced the reputation of the university as a foremost centre of
excellence in teaching and research in Nigeria. His leadership was instrumental to fostering an
environment that prioritises academic integrity, infrastructural development and innovation n
pedagogy, which has been sustained over the years. Under his stewardship, the university
experienced unprecedented growth, both in physical infrastructure and academic reputation,
becoming one of Nigeria’s globally acclaimed leading institutions of higher learning.

Moreover, Prof.Oloyede’s service extends beyond the confines of the university. As a
prominent figure in interfaith dialogue in Nigeria and a strong advocate for peaceful coexistence,
he has played a pivotal role in promoting mutual understanding and respect among different
religious communities. His work with various religious and civic organisations has been driven by
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a vision of a society where diversity is celebrated and conflic
cooperation. He has consistently advocated for education
believing that informed and critical engagement with religiou
to building a just and harmonious society.

. This festschrift is thus an acknowledgement of Prof.Oloyede’s enduring legacy in these
various fields. The chapters reflect the diversity of his interests and the broad scope of his
}nf!uence. They encompass a wide range of topics, from detailed analyses of Islamic
Jurlspr}ldence and theol.ogy to discussions on the role of education in societal development, from
rt?ﬂectlons on leade.rshlp In academic institutions to explorations of the dynamics of interfaith
dlalogu_e. The contributors to this volume, themselves fledgling and distinguished scholars and
professionals, have engaged with themes that resonate precisely or tangentially with
Prof.Oloyede’s own scholarly and professional pursuits. Their contributions are not only a
recognition of his work and worth but also a continuation of the cross-currents of intellectual
conversations he has stirred and fostered throughout his career.

It is important to note that this volume is not a retrospective look at Prof.Oloyede’s
achievements; it is an invitation to reflect on the ongoing relevance of the values he embodies: a
commitment to scholarship that is both rigorous and relevant, a dedication to service that is both
principled and pragmatic, and a vision of leadership that is both inclusive and transformative.
These values are becoming increasingly critical in a world that is grappling with complex
challenges, from the need for educational reform and the promotion of social cohesion to the
urgent task of fostering intercultural/interreligious understanding and international cooperation.

The essays in this book also serve as a reminder of the critical role that scholars and
intellectuals play in shaping the discourse around pressing societal issues. Prof.Oloyede’s work
demonstrates that scholarship is not an isolated or purely academic endeavour but a form of
engagement with the world that can have profound and practical implications. His ability to
bridge the gap between the theoretical and the practical, between the personal and the public,
between the modern and the traditional as well as between the scholarly and the social, is one of
the hallmarks of his career. This is a legacy that the contributors to this festschrift, and indeed all
who have been influenced by his work, seek to uphold and perpetuate.

As we present this volume to readers, we are mindful of the fact that it represents just a
small portion of the vast body of work and the extensive influence of Prof.Oloyede. The scope of
his contributions defies easy categorisation, and any single volume can only capture a fragment of
his impact on the fields of Islamic studies, highc?r educat.ion and pL}blic service. Nevertheless, we
hope that this festschrift will serve as a meaningful tribute to his remarkable career and as a
source of inspiration for future scholars and leaders who seek to follow in his footsteps. And
rather than produce his curriculum Yitae, as it is common with works of this hue, we decided on
providing his citation as his full CVisa book on its own.

In compiling this festschrift, we and the entire KU8+ have been guided by a deep sense of
gratitude to and admiration for Prof.Ol_oyede. His intellectual rigour, ethical, charismatic and
visionary leadership, compassionate service and selfless personality have left an indelible mark on
those who have had the privilege of working with and learning from him. We are also grateful to
the contributors, yvbo have offered their insights and reflections in a spirit of collegiality and
respect. Their wnllmgness to engage with the themes and issues that have been central to
Prof.Oloyede’s work is a testament to the high regard in which he is held by the authors and those
for whom they stand proxy.

Meanwhile, we equally express our appreciation to all those who have supported the
pdekufijtlg‘r;.Of t?lls V(')l}l)lme. VI‘rom the KU+ Vice-Chancellors and vibrant team of reviewers who
Z(t);ngon 1 isznag: WIrtat UF lto t\i}/e a’utl?ors themselves who responded to the issues deserving their
submissi;ns ety ngot Slttiln:lat ‘le ,dLSO, ac'kn()\fvlcdgc and appreciate those contributors whose
ve nsiuded here mie S cly appear in this volume. Some of the several articles that cannot

not actually lacking in quality but the thematic number (70) that we imposed
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on ourselves and size are critical issues that guided our editorial decisions. It is our fervent hope,
it is worth reiterating, that this festschrift will not only honour Prof.Oloyede’s achievements but
also contribute to the ongoing conversation about the role of scholarship and service in the
society.

Finally, as readers engage with the essays in this volume, we invite them to reflect on the
values and principles that have guided Prof.Oloyede’s life and work. In an era where the pursuit
of knowledge and the commitment to public service are often seen as separate, if not
contradictory, endeavours, Prof.Oloyede’s exampde reminds us of the profound impact that can be
achieved when these two paths are pursued in tandem. His life’s work is a powerful affirmation of
the idea that true scholarship is not just about the accumulation of knowledge, but about its
application to the service of humanity, and that genuine leadership is not about the exercise of
power, but about empowering others to achieve their fullest potential.

It is with these thoughts in mind that we present this festschrift to the scholars and the
public on behalf of KU8+. May it serve as a beacon of the enduring relevance of scholarly
inquiry, servant leadership, and compassionate service to humanity and society. May it inspire
future generations to strive for excellence in their fields, to engage with the world in meaningful
and impactful ways, and to carry forward the legacy of scholars like Prof. Is-
haqOlanrewajuOloyede, who have dedicated their lives to the pursuit of knowledge and the
betterment of society.

Prof. Mahfouz A. Adedimeji
Dr AbdulGafar O. Fahm

September 22, 2024
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CITATION

PROFESSOR IS-HAQ O.OLOYEDE: A MAN OF ALL MOMENTS
Mahfouz A. Adedimeji, Ph.D.

The saying goes that a man of success achieves his goals but a man of significance changes his
world. If there are people who understand the difference between the two, Prof. Is-
haqOlanrewajuOloyede, Registrar of the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB), is at
the forefront among them.

Prof.Oloyede’s ascension to prominence was not a matter of coincidence; it was rather a
prodl}ct a clear vision, a sense of mission propelled by the keen passion to excel. In other words,
here is a man who has internalized five d’s as the operational blueprint for making a difference.
Ht‘.: is a man with adream, who then develops adrive to achieve it. With single-
minded determination, remarkable discipline, this three-in-one man (okunrinmeta) sets out to
achieve his goal with dedication.

To Prof.Oloyede, whatever is worth doing at all is worth doing well and in time. This is
why he is seen as a workaholic, a man who electrifies his surroundings with an inimitable sense
of duty, a man of action and guts. As Dan Gable once said, “Gold medals aren’t really made of
gold. They are made of sweat, determination, and a hard-to-find alloy called guts.”

So, wherever Prof.Oloyede finds himself, whether in the classroom or podium as a
lecturer, or at the National Political Reform Conference as Co-Secretary, or as Chairman of the
Committee of Directors of Academic Planning in Nigerian Universities, or as National
Coordinator/ Executive Secretary of the Nigeria Inter-religious Council (NIREC) or as Secretary
General of the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs (NSCIA) under the transformational
leadership of the royals’ royal, the Sultan of Sokoto, His Eminence, Alhaji Muhammad
Sa’adAbubakar, CFR, mni, or in several other capacities he has functioned or still functions, he is
renowned for being extra-ordinary and first class.

A talented scholar and cerebral intellectual, Prof.Oloyede is an academic genius and
administrative guru, who dominates his world with well-reasoned arguments and visionary ideas.
A shrewd judge of men and matters, this man who accepts no half measures smashes reputations
and sets records with his sterling qualities and impeccable credentials. A man of unconquerable
will and a restless questing spirit, the former Pro-Chancellor and Chairman of Council, Fountain
University, Osogbo, is the proverbial goldfish that has no hiding place. With a Spartan
commitment to duty, easy and amiable mien, Prof.Oloyede has remained a raving phenomenon to
friends and foes alike with his honesty, simplicity, humility, loyalty, generosity and single-
minded belief in service to Allah and humanity.

To tell a peacock a story of bright colours is to sing empty and discordant tunes to a care-
free bird, yet the Qu’ran tells us, “And proclaim the Grace of your Lord” (Q.93:11). Though
Oloyede does not see himself as special, this infectiously simple and rare Nigerian is a man of
many firsts, a special gift of God to humanity, right from the classroom to the boardroom. Due to
limited time, perhaps ten of his firsts (as he was born on the tenth day of the tenth month) would
make a sample, viz: first First Class graduate of the Faculty of Arts, University of Ilorin (1981);
first Unilorin alumnus to bag a Ph.D. from his alma mater (1991); first alumnus President in the

joverning Council of the University of Ilorin; first Uniloringraduand to become a Professor
(1995); first academic Director of Academic Planning, Unilorin; first Unilorin product to ever
become a Deputy Vice-Chancellor; first Unilorin alumnus to become a Vice-Chancellor of a
University in the world; first Secretary-General of the Association of West Africa Universities;
first Nigerian to become President of the Association of African Universities and first JAMB
Registrar to remit about N60 billion to the coffers of the Federal Government of Nigeria!
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e é?—:;;;qloatlzn;}:ra]iﬁ(L),l;)gis; was on October 10, 1954 ushered into the world through the
rapbadyk forlﬁal):: i 1 4nb|’ and Ha_]1aSherlfahA_bloyteoyede in Ab'eokuta, Ogun stgte.
he proceeded to Progress [l:otr'ltal,Ta limul Islam Ahmadiya Pnfnaryt School in 19§1 after yvhlch
with Distinotion I 1965‘ I-Ics 1 u;c, Ageg_e, W!IC.I‘C he bagged l}ls 1% School Leaving Certlf.ic.ate
Caniry (Miasha) bClwcc;l A 7p3c1 ected his tra.ml‘ng as an Arabist at the famous Arabic Training
Chlversity of Ii) 5 and 1976. His .msatlable quest for knowledge took him to the

nivel ‘)’ ol 1badan, \.thrc he bagged a Certificate in Arabic and Islamic Studies while his
PaSSlOH. for hl.gher lcarmng brought him to the University of Ilorin in 1978, where he graduated as
Best Glad.ualmg Student in 1981. The University of Ilorin scrupulously engaged him as Assistant
Lecturer in 1982.and he subsequently obtained his higher degrees in 1985 and 1991, rising
through the ranks in the process till he became a Professor in 1995.

A true scholar to the core, Prof.Oloyede is a keen advocate of training and in this respect,
he leads by ex‘ample as the prodigy is never ashamed of being a student. He obtained his
Post'gradt.late DlplCma in Education just in 2003 and became a Certified Teacher by the Teachers’
Reg.ls'tratlon Council of Nigeria in 2005. Between 1994 and 1995, he received Special Proficiency
Training on Information and Communication Technology at the International Centre for
Commqrngahon Art and capped his ICT proficiency with a Certificate in Advanced Digital
Appreciation Programme — Tertiary (ADAPT) at the International Centre for Communication
Studies and Digital Bridge Institute, Abuja, in 2007.

This man of unimpeachable integrity has received several awards and honours in his
dazzling and inspiring career and he is a member of many professional bodies. He is a recipient of
the Arab League Prize for the Best Certificate Student in Arabic and Islamic Studies, University
of Ibadan; recipient of Merit Award by Islamic Mission of Africa, proprietors of Crescent
University, Abeokuta; Fellow, Islamic Academy of Cambridge, United Kingdom; Fellow,
Academy of Religion; Fellow, Society for Peace Studies and Practice; Fellow, Academy for
Entrepreneurial Studies, Nigeria; Fellow, Nigerian Institute of Management; and Fellow, Nigerian
Academy of Letters and many more.

Prof.Oloyede has been a long-time member of the Nigerian Association of Teachers of
Arabic and Islamic Studies (NATAIS), Professors World Peace Academy of Nigeria and the
Nigerian Association for the Study and Teaching of Religion and the Natural Sciences. He is a
Board Member of the African Center for Religions and the Sciences and representative of
Unilorin Local Societies Initiative at the Metanexus Institute of Science and Religion,
Philadelphia, USA, and several others. He has won the Federal Government Scholarship,
University of Ilorin Merit Scholarship and several national awards, including the National
Productivity Order of Merit (NPOM), Commander of the Niger (CON) and Officer of the Federal
Republic (OFR).

This distinguished gentleman has served the University of Ilorin, Kwara and Ogun States
and indeed the Federal Republic of Nigeria in several capacities. His achievements, including as a
prominent leader of the Muslim Students Society of Nigeria (MSSN) in his days, are so many
and etched on stone that recounting them will fill several pages. Yet, it would be unfair to the
University of Ilorin and its alumni if it is not mentioned that when this illustrious graduate of the
University was the Vice-Chancellor, the University was taken to such an Olympian height that
Vice-Chancellors of other universities visited him regularly to understudy him. Within a period of
five years, this great man of honour took the University of Ilorin from being an unranked
university to one of the best 20 in Africa, according to international ranking agencies. .

Not only did Prof.Oloyede take the University of llorin to its apogee, he also .elgctrlf}ed
the global university system with his sterling leadership qualities and high-octane administrative
acumen. No other Nigerian Vice-Chancellor has arguably achieved being Cl_lalrmar} Of. t.he
Committee of Vice-Chancellors (CVC)/ Association of Vice-Chancellors of Nigerian Universities
(AVCNU), President of the Association of African Universities (AAU), Bpard Member of both
the Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU) and International Association of
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Universities (IAU) within a tenure of five years, apart from being the initiator of the Association
of West Africa Universities (AWAU) through the Ilorin Declaration.

As a prolific author and astute academic, his hundreds of research works have appeared in
scores of national and international journals. Prof.Oloyede has written, co-written and co-edited
books and papers published in many outlets in Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, South Africa, Switzerland.
United Kingdom, India, Pakistan, USA, among others. A most sought-after speaker at
conferences, seminars and events, he has presented academic papers in conferences all over
Nigeria and across the world.

Prof.Oloyede’s versatility is not limited to books. It was St. Augustine who observed that
“the world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page” and the JAMB Registrar
has read several pages of the world book. He has been to the thirty-six states of Nigeria and Abuja
and he has visited all the world continents, at one time or the other, for academic purposes. He has
been to the United States of America, United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, Spain, France, The
Netherlands, Georgia, Ghana, South Africa, Mali, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Malawi, China, Malaysia,
Morocco, Kenya, Switzerland, Italy, Hong Kong, Australia, Cameroun, India, Turkey, Belgium,
Qatar, Morocco, Puerto Rico, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon,
Rwanda, Senegal, Senegal, Uganda and many more. This partly explains why he is always
setting global standards for himself and the institutions he is affiliated with.

Little wonder that awards and recognitions have been swarming him but the self-effacing
Oloyede has been driving them away. Nevertheless, he was on Saturday, November 27, 2017
garlanded by the well respected New Telegraph newspaper as the “Most Outstanding Public
Servant of the Year”. As the blind can see and the deaf can hear, Prof.Oloyede stands tall today as
one of the greatest symbols of anti-corruption crusade. It was therefore not surprising that when
the Presidency released a statement on December 30, 2017 to showcase the achievements of the
Federal Government then, JAMB’s name was conspicuous in it. Subsequently, when a former
Minister of Information and National Orientation made an intervention in response to a statement,
JAMB under Prof.Oloyede still featured prominently as a major achievement of the Federal
Government of Nigeria.

Known for saying his mind without minding whose ox is gored, Prof.Oloyede is not
unmindful of the fact that maggots would detest sanitary inspectors. In his frenetic pace for
standard and excellence wherever the combination of hard work and good luck puts him, he steps
on toes with integrity. So, one would agree with The Punch in its editorial of January 8, 2018 that
“a leadership with integrity is critical....It is a fact that the Registrar of the Joint Admissions and
Matriculation Board, Is-haqOloyede, showed with the N7.8 billion his agency remitted, against 3
million annually remitted by his predecessors.” Perhaps, part of his inspiration for being who he is
lies in the words of Bill Cosby: “I don’t know the secret of success but the secret of failure is
trying to please everybody”.

A no-nonsense man of super-abundant physical and mental energy, Prof.Oloyede loathes
corruption so much that corruption too loathes him in kind. At a personal level, it was through
him that I learnt that it is not a shame to be broke. Sixteen years ago, as Vice-Chancellor, he
needed to send me on an errand and he told his son, now a medical consultant. to withdraw
money from his account. He was told there was no money there. He mentioned another account
and he was informed the last money there had been withdrawn under his directive. We had to wait
till his next salary was paid. I learnt to assure myself since then that being broke is normal, after

all, the Vice-Chancellor was broke!

A versatile scholar, a masterful manager of men, money and materials, Prof.Oloyede is a
family man, happily married to the woman of his dream, a supportive, devoted, caring and
enduring Dr (Mrs) Raheemah O. Oloyede, and the marriage is blessed with children, including a
set of male twins, and an expanding clan of grandchildren!

It is my singular honour to present to you the man of the moment, and indeed the man of
all moments; a preeminent professor, astute administrator, exceptional scholar, academic mentor.
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alit £ SRy P i ) ; .
redoubtdb;e.R?glstlar, dyramic Chjef Executive, proiific writer, incorruptible leader, marvelous
manager, imitable consultant, wonderfy Fellow, intellectual juggernaut, inter-religious activist,

compulsive communicator and outstanding Muslim personality, okunrintakuntakun, Prof, Is-
haqOlanrewajuOloyede, CON, OFR, NPOM, FNAL, FNIM, FIAC, FAR, fspsp, etc!

The original version of this citation Wts read on the Occasion of the Public Presentation of the book, Dynamics of
Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences

' Essays in Honour o Prof. Is-haqOlanrewaq, juOloyede, at Musa Yar’ Adua
Centre, Abuja, on Wednesday, February 21, 2013, i X g
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Abstract

Language acquisition involves more than conventional methods of instruction; it encompasses
cultural and linguistic nuances. This article examined the significance of Yoriibd oral poelry in
language acquisition. The objectives of the paper were io explore unique characteristics of Yorubd
oral poetry and its importance in language learning. The paper also analysed the cultural depth and
linguistic richness of Yoruba oral poetry, the purpose and functions it serves, and the messages il
communicates. This is a qualitative research. The data were gathered from primary and secondary
sources to ensure the reliability of its findings. The data collection involved a direct-method
approach and participant observation. The researchers supplemented this observation with their
existing knowledge 1o provide relevant lullabies for the study. Furthermore, secondary data were
collected from written texts. The songs were subjected to textual analysis that facilitated the finding
that Yorithd oral poetry helps in language acquisition. The study celebrates the linguistic diversity
and cultural identity of the people, while displaying the flexibility and creativity inherent in the
Yorithd language. The paper concluded that Yoribd oral poetry contribute to the unique fabric of
Yoribd communication, giving learners insights into the cultural tapestry of the Yorubd
people. Therefore, the study suggesls that as we continue to explore diverse methods of language
acquisition, we should not overlook the invaluable contributions of Yoruba oral poetry io this noble

endeavour.

Introduction

Language acquisition is a multifa
instruction, encompassing cultura
language. The Yoruibéa people of t
impact of oral poetry as a potent 100
unique and vibrant cultural heritage.
their rich linguistic and artistic know
This oral tradition encompasses various forms,
prominently, poetry.

Yoruba oral poetry ser
pronunciation take centre stage. The rhyth
poetry not only enhance the beauty of the lang
opportunity to fine-tune their auditory discrimin
Poetry aids the accurate reproduction of sounds,
language acquisition experience.

ceted process that extends beyond conventional methods of
| and linguistic nuances that shape one's understanding of a
he South-west Nigeria have long recognised the profound
| in language acquisition. They are renowned for their
They have a long-standing tradition of passing down
ledge, wisdom, and cultural values through oral means.
including drama, prose and, most

ves as a linguistic playground, where phonetics and
mic patterns and tonal variations inherent in oral
language but also provide learners with a unique
ation skills. The melodic quality of Yoruba
ensuring a more authentic and nuanced
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~ The Yoruba people are very sociable. They entertain and are willing 1o be engerga;

at joyous occasions (Olatéye, 1995, p. 69). Their oral poetry stands as a captivql('mam':d

culturally rich form of expression within the Yorabd community, serving no (‘) I|ng e

means of artistic communication but also as a valuable linguistic tool. In lhisny oy

Yoruba oral poetry not only serves as a repository of cultural heritage but alg c,:}?.l,c’“‘
Sa

pivotal role in facilitating language learning and comprehension,

The Dynamics of Oral Poetry
The definition of poetry has been a subject of extensive exploration by scholars of langy
¢ agc

and Ii.lcrulurc. Yanni (1998) characterises poetry as an art form that condenses and il
meaning while concentrating fecling. Similarly, Akporobaro (2001) emphasises poe n[thcs
universal medium for artistic self-expression. Within the context of Yoruba cullurrcy k.
poetry encompasses a diverse array of forms, including divination poetry (ewi yé;',\:,);,al
praise poetry (oriki), hunting poetry (Ijala), proverbs (0we), chants (isaré), and songs '(Or' )
!’:‘ach tjorm serves distinct purposes within the community, such as honouring individu:;)-
imparting moral lessons, or celebrating cultural events. Fundamentally, these definitio :
converge on the idea that poetry is expressive and arises from the creative arrangement ?ff
words to convey profound feelings and meanings.

Yorliba oral poetry emerges as a multifaceted art form, integrating rhythm, melody
and performance. It showcases linguistic complexities, metaphors, and rhythmic pattern;
that captivate both the intellect and the senses (Olunladé T. , 2009, p. 450). Rooted deeply in
cullure.s worldwide, oral poetry transcends written literature, relying on spoken words to
transmit narratives, cultural heritage, and collective memory (Lord, 1960, p. 7). Scholars
have long been intrigued by the dynamics of oral poetry, examining its performance aspects,
transmission methods, and socio-cultural significance. Lord's seminal work demonstrated
how oral poetry operates within frameworks of formulas and themes, enabling performers to
creatively adapt narratives while preserving essential elements (Lord, 1960, p. 10).
Additionally, scholars like Ong (1982) have highlighted the unique cognitive processes
involved in oral composition and transmission, contrasting them with textual modes
prevalent in literate societies.

Works such as Foley's "The Theory of Oral Composition" (1988) underscore the
communal nature of oral poetry, suggesting that it fosters shared experiences and a sense of
belonging among participants (Foley, 1988, p. 23). Researchers like Finnegan (1970) have
elucidated the political implications of oral poetry, demonstrating its capacity to challenge
power structures and hegemonic ideologies through subtle rhetorical strategies. Thus, oral
poetry not only serves as a testament to human creativity but also functions as a dynamic

force in shaping cultural landscapes and promoting social cohesion.

Multifaceted Nature of Language Acquisition
Ativie (2009) eloquently delineates the symbiotic relationship between language and
culture, highlighting language's role as a reflective mirror of societal intricacies. Balogun

(2009) further emphasises language’s pivotal function in facilitating social interactions.
cultural framework. Eze

enabling individuals to connect and share experiences within their
(2007) underscores the omnipresence of language in daily life activities and interpersonal
communication, elucidating its fundamental significance in human existence.

Language acquisition is a multifaceted process intricately woven into human Cfll_“]“?-
social dynamics, and cognitive growth. The phenomenon of language acquisition
encompasses innate human capacities to perceive, produce, and atilise language for
communication, Rooted in early childhood, language acquisition involves the development
of various linguistic competencies, including comprehension, production of spoken an
written words, and mastery of grammatical structures and language conventions.
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First Language Acquisig;
rcprcscn}dlrfllmclt pslhfvays throy
occurs ctiortiessly during chilqgy, ain linguistic roficiency. FLA
exposure to linguistic stimuli iy (pe; . aren absorb their native Ianr;uagc(s) through
peers. Conversely, SLA involyes amr.c,"‘“mnmcnl and interactions with carcgivers and
one's first language. This prOCcs:q"'“"g additional languages subsequent to mastering
instruction, immersion experiences o?c:,-f_l[l[r‘sd-thro“gh diverse modalities such as formal

’ ot i » “l=dirccted learning The age - ich indivi
embark on SLA significantly jnflye ning. The age at which individuals
with younger learners often dy‘ e ; and proficiency of language acquisition,

greater aptitude for native-like fluency.

| PP
poctry in language acquisition underscores the interplay

between language learning, cultural 3
i S ex ” i :
traditions provide immersjve Pression, and aesthetic appreciation. Yorub4 oral

: . o te for learners to enga e with the language
;gg:gfmf:;z;rgo:.ﬁ":flyl':f:l',‘;’lcIP mf:Cie"Cy and cultural un(ﬁ:ritanding. T hroug}:’ oil
1 e Inguistic ski i itag
embedded within the Yoriba |inguisti%; landsskllls; but also delve into the cultural heritage

cape.

I Shmman, 'a"g“a!_%e acquisition extends beyond mere linguistic competence,
encompassing cqltural, social, and cognitive dimensions. The integration of diverse
perspectives .eluc:Idates the dynamic nature of language as a vehicle for human expression
and interaction. Furthermore, the exploration of FLA and SLA delincates distinct
trajectories through which individuals navigate the intricate terrain of language acquisition.
This paper demonstrates the role of oral poetry in shaping linguistic proficiency by
analysing selected Yoruba children poetry.

(3;1 (l"l:/\) and Sccong
gh which individuals att
ood, as childre

Language Acquisition (SLA)

Language Acquisition Theories

A review of literatures shows oneprominent theory, the nativist perspective, proposed by
Noam Chomsky in the 1950s, posits that humans are born with an innate language
acquisition device (LAD), facilitating rapid and effortless language learning (Chomsky,
1959, p. 28). This innate capacity forms the basis for universal grammar, a set of linguistic
principles shared by all human languages.

Support for the nativist perspective stems from studies of language development in
infants. Pinker (1994) suggests that children exhibit a natural inclination for language
learning, evidenced by their rapid acquisition of complex grammatical structures in early
life. Neuroimaging studies have further identified specific brain regions associated with
language processing, bolstering the concept of innate language mechanisms (Dehaene-
Lambertz, et al., 2002, p. 7589). However, the nativist perspective faces criticism, with
some researchers highlighting the significance of environmental factors in language
development. The socio-cultural theory, proposed by Lev Vygotsky, emphasizes the role of
social interaction and cultural context in language acquisition (Vygotsky, 1978, p. 25).
According to this theory, language learning occurs through interactions with more
knowledgeable others, such as parents, caregivers, and peers. . '

Research supporting the socio-culturz_ll he.:ory undersc_ores the influence 9(‘ sanal
interaction on language development, shedding I_lght on the lpterplay between blOl(?glca|
predispositions and environmental influences. For mstancg, _studles have slllown that Cltl)l.ll(‘jl:en
raised in bilingual or multilingual environments exhibit enhancfed fi‘lrn%;'a%;e ahl m;,s
compared to monolinguals (Bialystok, 2001, p. 45). The CO“CQPl,O fS:t:t: c° h::?\l ilvht:rethz
adults provide support to facilitate a child's language Iean:jmé. ur &f.Robs . T
importance of social interaction in language acquisition (WGod, Brnch, ' Ao

101). a complex process influenced by both innate

While the nativist perspective emphasizes
s, the socio-cultural theory underscores
xt. This makes the performance

In summary, language acquisition 1
predispositions and environmental factors. V!
Universal grammar and innate language meChamsn; nte
the significance of social interaction and cultural co
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theory relevant in the analysis of the significance of Yoriba oral poetry in language

acquisition.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework ' -
This qualitative rescarch study utilised data gathered 'fmnll primary and sccondary sources g
ensure the reliability of its findings. The data collection involved a dlrccl-r'nclhod approach
and participant observation, emphasising the exploration t)flnff:nlngs and '""dcplh analysis
of collected data. Ten songs were meticulously selected to facilitate the study's findings g

textual analysis. The researchers observed a sma!l group of nursing mothers engaging in
Yoruba oral poetry while interacting with their children. T'he rcscarchcrs'sljpp[c,ncmcd this
dge to provide relevant lullabies for the study

observation with their existing knowle . :
Furthermore, secondary data were collected from written texts (o enrich the research

findings.

'

Performance Theory b .
Performance theory focuses on the performative aspects of literature, empha.5|sing the role
of oral traditions, rituals, and cultural performances in shaping meaning and identity within
a community (Fischer-Lichte, 2002). The theory acknowledges the transformative power of

d experience of language acquisition

live performance, highlighting how the embodie :
rehension to encompass cultural

through oral poetry transcends mere linguistic comp
immersion and identity formation. In the context of Yorubé oral poetry, performance theory

provides a framework for understanding how the live enactment of poetic forms contributes

to language acquisition and cultural transmission.
Yoriiba oral poetry is deeply rooted in performance, where the oral tradition is not

merely a static text but a dynamic and interactive process of communication. Through
performance, Yoriibd oral poets engage with their audience, incorporating rhythm, melody,
and gesture to convey meaning and evoke emotional responses. The theory also underscores
the communal aspect of Yorubd oral poetry, emphasising its role in fostering social cohesion
and transmitting cultural knowledge across generations. The participatory nature of oral
performances encourages active engagement and dialogue, creating spaces for collective
interpretation and negotiation of meaning. As learners participate in the performance of
Yoriba oral poetry, they not only acquire language skills but also become active participants
in the cultural heritage of the Yorubé people. Performance theory offers a comprehensive
framework for understanding the significance of Yoruba oral poetry in language acquisition.
By emphasising the performative aspects of oral tradition, this theory highlights the
dynamic interplay between language, culture, and identity within the context of Yoruba oral

poetry.

Analysis

The Transformative Power of Yoruba Oral Poetry in Language Acquisition and
Cultural Transmission

One of the unique aspects of Yoriiba oral poetry is its reliance on rhythm and melody. TTM?
elements not only make the poetry aestheticglly pleasing but also serve as powerful aids in
language acquisition. The rhythmic patterns help learners internalise the linguistic structures
and nuances of the Yoriiba language. Research suggests that exposure 10 oral poetry h“f
cognitive benefits, especially in language ecquisition. The rhythmic and melodic elements
of Yorub4 oral poetry stimulate various cognitive processes, including memory retenuoni
pattern reoognition, and auditory processing. As learners actively engage with the 0_?“
tradition, they exercise multiple cognitive functions, contributing to a more comprehensite

language acquisition experience,
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Yorubd oral poe
clry acts : '
expressions that carry Curl)l/urql wﬂs. I; reservoir of rich vocabulary, replete with words and
idloms, enrlching thelr lin lli‘st' Cl‘g 1. The poetry introduces Iearners to unique terms and
embedded in these word% )rlC .r(l.pcnuirc beyond standard textbooks. The cultural context
provides a decper understanding of the Yoruba worldview,

gl Seiing oV
fostering not just language proficiency but also cultural competence.

Adi¢ mi, ¢yi timo ra
My hen, the one | bought

Ldsan dn 9jo kan

On a faithful afternoon

Emi ko mQ pé 6 tije lo

I did not know it has gone in

O b si kotd 6jo si pa!’é R R
It fell into a ditch, and it wa i
Bkbd b i gbd o s drenched by rain
Father helped me to carry it

Mo 19j r¢, 6 si dagba

I took care of it, and it grew up

O yeyin méwaa

It laid ten eggs.

O pa mésan 4n

It hatched nine from them.

O fikan delé

It left one unhatched. .

Bomodé o ku

If young do not die.
Agba 16 f da
He/she shall grow.

In the context of the song above, it will be observed that the intricacies of Yoruba grammar
come to life in the structures of oral poetry. The deliberate use of syntax; selection of
subjects, verbs and objects in the simple sentences, as well as the adjectives that serve as
qualifiers serve the purpose of empowering the children with basic linguistic and artistic
knowledge. The employment of numerical language, and the strategic placement of words

contribute to a heightened awareness of grammatical structures.
Yoruba oral poetry is deeply intertwined with the cultural fabric of the community.

Through poetic expression, the Yorubé people preserve and transmit their cultural heritage,
age in preserving identity. The oral tradition serves as a

reinforcing the importance of langu i g : :
living repository of Yorub4 history, traditions, and values. _Yoruba oral literature is the store
house of cultural values and moral codes of the Yoruba society (Adeyemi, 2013, p. 35).

The words we choose and the way we Lse.languagfe can ipﬂuence perceptions and
attitudes. Language can be a powerful tool in shaping public opinion, conveying emotions,
and framing discussions. It can inspire, persuade, and evoke a range of responses. When

around them is idle or indolent, they would render

Yoriib4 people observe that someone lol ( A
various songs to warn such individual of the dare consequence of his or her actions, one of

such songs is as render below:

Bébi b4 i polg ¢ jé o kit o

If a sluggard is hungry, let him starve
Bébi ba f pole ¢ j¢ 0 ki

If a sluggard is hungry, let him s

to death

tarve to death
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Kika taika ¢l¢ o wuld o
Deatl:‘or survi?/a(r; of a sluggard is of no importancc.

Bébi ba i pgle ¢ j¢ 6 k.
If a sluggard is hungry, let him starve Lo death
mportant cultural virtue of the Yorubj people
lihood. Yorubé pco'plc' fr‘ow'/n'at’?n a({ult person
staying idle. Hence, the saying Bgmg bd 16 6 Igkg, i | Ioko ni, b?'(’;Q ‘}: lo z {;’c‘ldd’ 'fi Iadda'm'
(When it is time for a child to possess a hoe, he mus:l !lz-w’e |t,'an‘ bl 'll 7 ime for a chilg
to possess a cutlass, he should have one) and also u{t 15¢ ¢nl _10 n moni hO ¢ (it is only a.t a
workman’s duty post that his laziness can be idcnglﬁed) This s‘hows t alt at every point,
every able body Yoriiba person must be hard worklr!g. The \.’orubé people are knovan_for
different traditional occupations which include farming; fishing; hunting, black smithing,
weaving and creative work. An individual must be engaged in any of these occupations or
combine two or more of them as a means of providing for his da}lly needs and for hls_famlly,

The Yoruba people have a unique approach to introducing lang,uage to a child from

the cradle, especially when the child is unable to interact verbally with parents and those
around them. This is achieved with various songs and lullabies. Although the child may not
comprehend the meaning of these songs, they have a soothing effect. The.excc?rpts below are
some of the songs on how Yoriiba oral poetry has been used to transmit historical events and

The above excerpt cpitomises an |
which is having a sustainable means of live

cultural practices:

(a)Yéékéomo o

Omo mi yééké

Yééké omo o

Omo mi yééké

Sé mi ni baba re

Emi 16 1 gb¢ biikéta 16ri mddda re o
Yééké omo o

Omo mi yééké

Sunkin bg ¢ sunkin
Seré b ¢ seré
Bomo ba n sukin iya 1a n pé

Aré adiagbo a sQ pé 6 to

O t6 omo ol6jii lami t66rd

tears

Elééké digbi

Déke¢ iwo nikan ki mo bi

Keep quiet, you are not the only child | bore

Bola i kg?

O wa nilé o

Ké m4 su plpo

K6 ma saisu

K6 ma gb6éna janjan
K6 ma tutd rinrin

bi ob¢ and o

O sun jaburata
Siyardo

160

Stop crying, child

My child, stop crying

Stop crying. child

My child, stop crying

1 am your father

I am the one taking care of your mother
Stop crying, child

My child, stop crying

Cry if you want to cry

Play if you want to play

When a child cries, we call on the
mother

The neighbours will say it is alright

It is enough the baby with eyes full of

The one that possess a big cheek

Where is Bgla?

She is at home

May she not have diarrhea

May she defecate in a moderate manner
May she not run a fever

May she not be as;ccld

Like yesterday’s soup

She is having a sound sleep

Inside the room



The excerpts above r )
effective way to communicz::::lc\(:vlit::]c S auftae
requires l.he attention of their mothe
transmission of cultural values, norms
are not merely acquiring language ski

; al belief system regarding the most
zrl C\‘;lld.. particularly when the child is crying and
"; ; '(()]rub.é oral poetry serves as a vehicle for the
I‘IS‘ b: t‘-."llly. As learners engage with the poetry, they
e Yorubé people. Thi S it immersing themselves in the cultural ethos of
th people. This holistic approach fosters a deeper connection between language and

cultural identity, promoting a mo

Yorubd cultural identity lgs the {;:or{rggound and authentic understanding.Central to the
language family. This tonal | ribd language, which belongs to the Niger-Congo

comprising three primary t anguage s known for its complex linguistic structure,
not merely a means of cl:.c))/m?:ﬁtiithz:! Slgbnlﬁcantly impact meaning. The Yorlibé language is

cation but se :
cultural concepts and values. rves as a vessel for the expression of profound
Yoruba ora
_— ofdiverlsepoetr‘y serves as a gateway to cultural immersion. Through the
fe‘miil et 1 poetic genres like praise poetry (Oriki), which celebrates personal and
y Y, learners, this immersion goes beyond words, enabling learners to embody

the ethos of the language they are acquiring.

aor ub?‘ oral [ﬁ)ets skilfully employ symbolism and vivid imagery to convey their messages.
ﬁetap q ors, allegories, and symbolic language are used to communicate deeper meanings,

often drawing on cultural symbols, nature, and mythology to enhance the aesthetic quality

of the poetry as encapsulated in the excerpts below:

Wc:m"x o Oh Worh
Woru oko Woru of the farm
Wort o Oh Wora

Wort 0dd

Word of the river”
Wori giinyén feye je
Wort paka féye j¢

Mo delé mord fun baba
Baba na wort jojo

Labé ogede, 1abé oronbd
O ti se dab¢ ata

Ide wéwe ni t’Qsun

0Ojé gudugba ni 'Osa

Woru prepared pounded yam for the birds to eat.
Worl harvested maize for the birds to eat.

I returned home to report to father.

Father whipped Wor( severely

Under the banana, under the orange

How did you plunge under the pepper tree?
Small brass is for the Qsun deity

A very big lead is for the deity

Chain belongs to Ogiin deity

Sekéseké ni tOg(n ity
E bg $n?li zipé ﬂ’:ﬁ Baile - Help me appeal to the Baal¢

Ké fon wa 16dodo pakéjé To give us flower to tie across our shoulders
Gbogbo wa ldgin jobi 0 We are all the offspring of Ogin

Yééepa! Alast

Woria da? Where is Word?

Eye ti gb'e lo The bird has carried it away

Wori da Where is Wora?

Eye ti gbe lo The bird has carried it away

nowned Yorubd traditional occupation, food,
flects the community's aesthetic sensibilities and contribute to the

{tural heritage. The poetry serves as vital conduits for the
ions teach historical and moral lessons.

The above excerpt passes knowledge about re

and religious beliefs. It re

preservation of their cu Mahgor e TG
transmission of knowledge. Their artistic €Xpr
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etry in language acquisition extends beygnq i
s

In educational scttings: incorporating this oral tradition can enhance
The interactive and engaging nature of Yoriiba oral pog
arners to immerse themselves in the “"guisﬁc

The significance of Yorubé oral po

cultural aspects.
language learning outcomes.
provides a dynamic platform for language le
nuances of the Yorubd language. : ' )
Proficiency in language is a cornerstone of achcmlc achievement. La"EUage

it underpins the development of feading

acquisition is essential for effective learning, as 1t HATHE AR B
ndation in language equips individuals (o

writing, and comprehension skills. A strong fou % B e 1
excel in various educational pursuits. An example of this can be found in different poems

used in preparing the child for dialogue or interpersonal communication:

Parike " Panke ;
Di¢di¢ lomg 6 pe baba Gradually, a child will call father

Panke Panke .
Di¢dié lomg 6 pe baba Gradually, a child will call father
for a child to communicate effectively, it is crucial for elders

ords. Im¢ Bibii is another form of oral poetry that
d answering in a clear and unambiguous manner.

The above excerpt reveals that
to use clear and unambiguous repetitive W
teach the children the act of questioning an

arn basic arithmetic in a subtle manner. They

The next poetry shows the Yoruba children le
play way method. This is encapsulated in the

get acquainted with the counting system in a
next excerpts:

Eni bi eni One by one
lomodé f kawé Children account for money
Eji bi &ji Two by two
ohun lagba i tayd Elders play ay6 game.
Eta bi éta Three by three
E jé ka tara wa 1oré Let us honour ourselves.
Erin bi ¢rin Four by four
jé ké rérin-in sira wa Let us laugh with one another.
Arun bi arin Five by five
Qba mé4 se wa larungiin May the Lord not make us a wasteful people.
Efa bi ¢fa Six by six
¢ jé ka fara wa mora < Let us embrace one another.
Eje bi &je Seven by seven
Olugbdn soro 6 kije Olugbdn paid homage to ord deity, and he lasted seven
% days.
Ejo bi ¢jo Eight by eight
¢ni bini 134 jo It is whoever bore us that we look alike.
E,sén.bi’(;sén Nine by nine
Qba jl¢ 6 san wa . May the Lord grant us a good ending.
Ewé bi ¢wd Ten by ten
Qba mé wahala wa. May God prevent us from trouble.

eir vocabulanes
end of cz}c

| potentid™
ng Jearning

In the above poem, the children learn how to think while also building th
and apprecnapng things around them through various prayer request made at the
number. This shows that Yoriiba oral poetry holds immense pedagogicd
Educators can leverage this rich cultural resource to create immersive and engagi

162




experiences. Integrating '

dynamic and imgracti\%e Ogiﬂtrgoelry into _'anguagc curricula provides learners with a

appreciation for the cultural co fM, enhancing their language skills while fostering an
) ntext. An illustrative cxample is cited as follows:

Ekun mé¢ran ;
) lhe tiger captures an animal

gmé-é-g I
tori bo gbo ¢ee
imé¢-¢-¢ It dives into the forest
O torun boju M¢é¢
gné_;‘;-é :\ld gé\écs into the bush
6 f¢ mu &6
imeé-é-¢ It is very anxious to capture it
me-¢-¢ Méé
Ko malemuo
Ojti ekiin 1 pon But it cannot capture it
I ekdini fi Te The eyes of the tiger are inflamed
; The tail of the tiger are taut

Challenges and Future Considerations:
;\s/grlﬁi;fcct)gmsg:ig the significance of Yoriba oral poetry in language acquisition, it is
! 10 address potential challenges and consider future implications. Rapid
modemls.atlon, globalisation, and technological advancements pose threats to the
preservation of oral traditions. Efforts must be made to strike a balance between traditional
oral practlc_:es and contemporary educational methodologies. In the face of modernisation
and changing communication trends, the preservation of Yoruba oral poetry becomes
crucial. Stakeholders in the teaching and learning of oral tradition must know that while
written literature play significant roles, they must adopt and adapt technology to ensure its
continued relevance in contemporary society.

Conclusion and Suggestions
The paper has provided an insight into the significance of Yoruiba oral poetry as a bridge

between the linguistic and cultural realms, offering a unique and effective approach to
language learning. Thg findings reveal that oral poetry plays a significant role in language
ong the Yoriibd people of Nigeria. It does not only enhance language
it also celebrates the linguistic diversity and cultural identity of the people.
ering the rules of language, but also appreciating the flexibility and
creativity inherent in the Yoriibd language. .Th.e stud.y also revealed that learners are not just
acquiring language skills but also gaining'mSIghts into the cultural tapestry of the Yoruba
people. The paper concluded that Yoruba oral poetry contribute to the unique fabric of
Yorub4 communication and expression. Its linguistics nature aids comprehension and
language acquisition. It provides learners the unique opportunity to fine-tune their auditory
discrimination skills. Therefore, the study suggests that as we continue to explgre fjwerse
methods of language acquisition, we should not overloolf 'the invaluable c_onmbunon-s of
Yoriib4 oral poetry to this noble endeavour. By recognising and embracing the unique
attributes of oral poetry, we not only enhance language acquisition but also contribute to the
preservation and celebration of linguistic diversity qnd cultural identity. Since our identity
lies in the traditional past, it is desirable to uulnzc‘modcrn' technology to record and
document the oral poetry 10 make 1 of Yoruba poetic language casy for future

generations.

acquisition am
acquisition, but
It helps not only in mast

acquisitior
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