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Adeniyi: Nigerian Language Policy, Globalization And National Des elopment

The development so described above can only be realized through
Anguage. With language, it is evident that the human has the capacity of dealing with
“changes in all spheres of endeavour in his/her environment. Language enables the
» human to organize his/her society and face other various challenges of life. This is in
= Support of Akindele and Adegbite (1999) who believe that the quality of a nation can
= be determined by the quality of her education development, which is invariably
- determined by the quality of language through which education is acquired. To further
: buttress the above, Adetola et al. (2001) summarizes the role of language in
development as an indispensable tool in enhancing science and technology, food
security and agriculture, business performance (advertisement, sales and promotion),
education and all other spheres of human endeavour. Okonkwo sums all these up
when he stresses the fact that language provides a vehicle for the transmission of
technical invention and social conventions within the framework of culturally and
linguistically circumscribed linguistic possibilities.

The purpose of this paper, in view of the above assertions, is to examine
the need for re-inventing English, which is a world language and a second language in
Nigeria so that Nigerians can be empowered to contribute meaningfully to the

development of the nation. At this juncture, it is necessary to consider the language
situation in Nigeria.

Language Policy in Nigeria

To reduce the gap between the developed and the developing nations or to
catch up with the technologically developed nations is the goal of any developing
nation like Nigeria. The four major features of this goal are political, social,
economical and educational. Education is regarded as the bedrock for these features.
For a nation to be developed in all ramifications, education has to be put at the service
of the development process, making it possible for individual citizens to be as fully
developed as possible, improving their skills, and creating new knowledge. Education
is a powerful instrument for forging national unity, especially in a multilingual setting
like Nigeria. Considering the different ethnic groups that make up Nigeria, the
national goal of forging a common nationality for national development may not be
possible. Therefore, the need to develop a virile language policy is inevitable.

There are two important ways to look at the issue of language in relation to
political and educational policies in most African countries, Nigeria inclusive. The
first way is to consider the language policy statement professed in the nation’s
constitution by the government, and second is a consideration of the language policy
made in the light of education in Nigeria. For instance, there are some language policy
statements in the Constitution and the National Policy on Education and the
statements represent the ideology of the Federal Government of Nigeria regarding the
language situation in the country. First, let us look at the Constitution.

Section 55, of the 1999 Constitution reads thus: : ; ,
The business of the national assembly shall be conducted in Englishand

In Hausa, Ibo and Yoruba when adequate arrangements have been made
therefor. i

The same thing goes for the state house of assembly as contained in Section 97
1999 Constitution: '
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