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SYNTACTIC UNITS

Muhideen Ola Durosinmi

Objectives of the Chapter

At the end of the chapter, the students are expected to:
(1) identify and list the phrase types;
(i) categorise phrases according to their types and synta
(i)  categorise sample clauses into main and subordinate classss
(iv)  classify given subordinate clauses according to their respecame
) classify the sentence according to grammatical structurs
complex etc.) and function (i.e. declarative, interro
(vi) vary the forms of sentence for effective communic

INISIDET TSN

Resources: Recommended manuals, select references and inis

Introduction
Language is purely conventional and systematic. T1
convention of a given language than its acceptability over
rules governing the construction of a given language
individual’s language skills. According to Robins (1985) ¢
“language is a symbol system based on pure or arbitrary
and modifiable according to the changing needs and co
there are five levels of grammatical analysis namely:
sentence. These levels are in layers and each constitutes
construct an error free sentence, words are put together n
of the grammatical analysis is known as the phrase. Wi
talking about a part of speech but the moment one begins t©
has begun to talk about a phrase or a clause. In other words
usually made up of more than one word. A phrase is there
of words without a finite verb. For example, the word “m
moment one adds a grammatical element like ‘the’ to fo
regarded as a word but a phrase. A word, however, can
satellite, e.g. the underlined (Bola) is a noun phrase in the co
This chapter therefore explains the syntactic
constituent of the clause and the clause as a basic syntachic =
provides tit-bits on the different types of phrases, functio
of the largest grammatical level, i.e. the sentence; and their

Phrases
A phrase is a group of related words that neither conizms &

sense independently. A phrase is a dependent constituent of
own. Both a phrase and a clause perform the functions that opes
class words are nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives and
clauses are named in relation to the functions these classes &
Hence, phrases are SO called by the grammatical element th
given phrase like Noun Phrase (also known as Nominal Pt
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[image: image6.jpg]adjective qualifies a noun, a pronoun or an adjective. However, an st =
an adjective as head, hence by joining sub-modifiers with adi=
unbelievable’, ‘beautifully done’, ‘unexpectedly disappointing’, "
in the following examples;

9. The story is quite unbelievable.

10. The work was beautifully done.

11. The end of the plot was unexpectedly disappointing.

12. The contribution was very relevant.

13. The accommodation is very good.
All the underlined expressions are adjectival phrases.

Adverbial Phrase
Adverbs provide additional information to the stretch of
Phrasal expressions that perform functions that adverbs do a==
expressions are equally mobile like adverbs. Adverbial phrases s
adverbial phrases are ‘very gently’, ‘creditably intelligent’, “ewimEs
‘legibly well’, etc. Let us use the phrases above in sentences:
14. The child was touched very gently.
15. Mohammed lkram is creditably intelligent.
16. He came to my house extremely early.
17. The policeman arrived very late.
18. Akindele writes legibly well.
It is equally important to state that there are different types of adveris
- Adverbs of place — E.g. down the hill, above the roof. &= &
Zaria, Lagos, etc.
. Adverbs of manner — E.g. controversially, beautifully, mee
- Adverbs of time — E.g. one hour ago, tomorrow, two days
- Adverbs of degree — E.g. generously, excellently, quickiy. w==
- Adverbs of frequency — E.g. rarely, often, steadily, etc

Prepositional Phrase

A prepositional phrase is a phrase with a preposition == &
prepositional element which may be any of the following
- in the kitchen
- on the roof
- through the window
- inside his compound
It is pertinent to note that prepositional phrase differs fro o=
preposition cannot stand alone as the headword of a phrass Sw
still the head in a prepositional phrase, it has to be accompamss
is prepositional complement. If the phrase is to be compless. &=
will be a noun. Examples;
19. The cylinder is in the kitchen.
20. There are lots of birds perching on the roof.
21. The old man peeps through the window.
22. His visitor resides inside his compound.
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[image: image8.jpg]All these expressions above can stand alone and as a result of s S
or free clauses.

A subordinate or dependent clause cannet stand zloms &
sentential structure for it to be clearly understood. Depemies
functionality. They only function meaningfully in relation %= =
Examples of dependent clauses are:

- where nobody would see him.

like he had not slept for days.

because he stole the money.

despite that he was not satisfied

when his parents had gone to the cinema.

of these expressions cannot function independently, e
attached to an independent clause to have a full sense of a clause = =
1. He ate the food, where nobody would see him.
Main CL Subor. CL.

He ran away, because he stole the money.
Main Cl. Subor. Cl.

Adele sat down, despite that he was not satisfied
Main CL Subor. CL.

Jibola arrived, when his parents had gone to the cineme
Main CL. Subor. C1

Types of (Subordinate) Clauses

Noun / Nominal Clause

Clauses that occupy the position of nouns and perfurs
sentences are noun clauses. It is not necessary that a noun classs S
is only referred to as such as a result of the subject or object s
Examples include:

That I will attend the programme today is doubtful

That you went to your in-law’s place is good.
What I need now is a good job.

Where I come from is none of your business.
They should consider what he told them.
0 I will say what he told me.

Note that just like noun phrases, noun clauses also function ==
=

the first four sentences above, the noun clauses function == s
while the last two sentences, they function as object to their ress

Adjectival Clause

Clausal expressions that perform the functions
like adjectives, adjectival clauses also described or qualify
examples of adjectival clauses:

11. The boy that came here yesterday is my friend.
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[image: image10.jpg]25. Aliko donated a huge and gargantuan sum of money o S
year.
26. He has become a force to reckon with.

The Compound Sentence

When two simple sentences are linked/joined together &5 =
then we have the form of sentence called compound sentence = =
of two ideas and two finite verbs. Usually, the compound semsemcs
and, but, or, yet, and so.

27. Their coach came and the team set out.
main clause main clause
28. The workers had worked hard and they received their rewants
main clause

29. The government refused to engage the workers, so they
main clause

Complex Sentence
Here, the main clause combines with a dependent clause o=
idea or thought. Therefore, a complex sentence must contain at ezt o
dependent clause before it could be regarded as a complex sentence
30. Daramola was the philanthropist, who donated food
main clause subordimans

31. The University of Ilorin is an institution that is better by &

main clause subor
Compound-Complex Sentence

A compound-complex sentence features at least two s
dependent clauses. The structure of a compound-complex semtemcs
thought and contains multiple verbs of verbal groups. E.g.

32. Usman is a leader who knows the problem of his people = S
main clause subordinate clause

what happens to them.
subordinate clause

Multiple Sentence
The syntactic structure of a multiple sentence allows at leas
stand independently without the support of any dependent clause. = =
33. He was arrested, his neighbours warned him but he woulds "« L
34. I came, I saw and I conquered.
35. Danladi cleaned the stable, fed the horses and later went w S
tennis.
36. She prepared well for the examination, attempted all the guesi
not pass.
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[image: image12.jpg]Conclusion

This chapter has discussed the basic syntactic condimess ==
generating acceptable grammatical structures in English ranging See
clausal and sentential structures. The importance of correctness ans
cannot be overemphasised. For proper communication and understamiise
feelings, individuals should take frantic effort in making 1
syntactic rules of the language. Even though people communic
the sentence which is the largest grammatical unit must be given =
primary goal of communication will not be hampered.
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