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Teachers’ Perceived Causative Factors of Poor Performance in Christian
Religious Studies among Secondary School Students’ in Kwara Central Senatorial
' District
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ojomdv@gmail.com

Department of Arts Education, Faculty of Education
University of Ilorin, Ilorin

Abstract

Christian Religious Studies (CRS) is an optional subject at the Senior Secondary School and examined by the
West African Examination Council (WAEC) and National Examination Council (NECO). The teaching of this
subject in secondary schools ensures that learners are offered opportunity to develop morally and spiritually.
However, over the years, students’ performances in CRS have declined. This study therefore examined teachers’
perceived causative factors of poor performance in Christian religious studies among secondary school students’
in Kwara Central Senatorial District. The research adopted descriptive survey design. The population comprises
of all CRS teachers in Kwara Central Senatorial District, while the target population was teachers in senior
secondary schools in the district. The sample consisted of 120 teachers chosen through a multi stage sampling
technique that involved stratified and random sampling. The instrument used for collection of data was a
self —designed questionnaire. The instrument was subjected to both face and content validity as well as reliability
index of 0.71. Two research questions were formulated. Data were analysed and interpreted using simple counts
and percentages. Results of the study showed that some CRS teachers are not qualified and not adequately
trained, instructional resources are not used and parents are not encouraging the students to perform well. It was
recommended that teachers should be sponsored for seminars and workshops, the use instructional materials
should be intensified and the methodology and strategies of teaching should be improved upon.

Keywords: Causative factors, Christian religious studies, performance,

Introduction

Performance is very important in human life and every society has its own goals and aspirations because, it
provides information about the learning abilities and capabilitics of the learner. Bolarinwa (2012) defined
performance as the observable and measurable behavior of a person or an animal in a particular situation, usually
an experimental situation. One can therefore say that academic performance measures the aspect of behavior that
can be measured at specific academic period. Feneye (2012) says academic performance could be described as how
well or bad a student has done in a subject. She stated that lack of interest on the part of the students make them to
perform low.

According to Wikipedia (2013) academic performance is the outcome of education; it is the extent to which a
student, teacher or institution has achieved the educational goals. Thus, performance is characterized by
performance on tests associated with course work and the performance of students on other types of examinations
(Kyoshaba, 2009). Discussing factors affecting students’ academic performance will require looking at the concept
of poor performance. According to Aremu (2013) poor performance is a performance that is adjudged by the
examinees and some significant as falling below an expected or desired standard as better appreciated from the

220
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perpetual cognitive ability of the evaluator of the performance. Abdullahi (2013) described poor academic
performance as any  performance that falls below a desired standard.

The performance of students is determined by conducting a test on the students concerned. Thus, according to
‘Adepoju (2002) performance test is the type of mental test in"which the student is asked to do something rather
than say something. On the teaching — learning process, students’ academic performance is one of the important
indicators of education quality. Obviously, students’ performance is determined by the level of learning in terms
of scores and grades recorded against such students’ academic performance in the process whereby students’
educational activities are measured through examination within the context of a curriculum.

Christian Religious Studies (CRS) plays an important role in human and moral development, because the subject
provides a powerful motivation for right behavior by blending spiritual, moral and social values which help in
character development. The society is facing unprecedented levels of decline in moral and spiritual growth
among students which could be explained by unfavorable attitudes towards CRS on the basis that it is merely an
examinable subject. :

Understanding the goals of education and students’ needs are necessary for an educational system to prosper. A
lot of researches have been conducted to find out the causes or factors that have impact on students’ academic
performance in different subjects (Cascio, 2015, Rahameh, 2012).The outcome of these studies among others
have been: poor teaching method, improper evaluative instrument, stress and emotional factors like feelings
towards teachers, subject and leaming environment and the gap between materials used for teaching and the
students’ needs Manizhan (2016). Lawal (2010) was of the view that having difficulty in grasping fully the
content and concepts of CRS topics seems to be one of the most serious problems that students faced in their
course of study.

Researchers for instance have shown that performance of students is dependent on several factors (Nyamubi
2003, Adepoju 2002, Kapoli, 2001). It is a well-known fact that when students fail their examinations people
blamed them not being serious whereas, in reality students are often made scrape goats. On the other way round,
Olayinka (2016) stated that teachers have been regrettably identified as the chief contributor to the poor
performance of students in examinations. However, recent findings reveal that many factors are responsible for
students’ poor performances and failure in their examination.

Various studies have been carried out on the factors that affect students’ academic performance or achievement
in schools, colleges and universitics. Some of the factors identified and reported to have affected the academic
performance of students in these different settings will be discussed.

Qualified teachers are an essential ingredient for students’ success. The role of a teacher in students’
performance is undeniable. Ajidagba (2009) stated that there are inadequate qualified CRS teachers in our
secondary schools, some who even studied the course exhibit poor abilities in the content and pedagogical
knowledge of it. In some schools, other subject teachers are forced to teach CRS because they are Christian or
profess to be of a particular Christian faith. Adedokun (2011) agreed with the above assertion and noted that due
to the inadequacy of qualified CRS teachers, untrained teachers of other disciplines were employed to teach and
prepare secondary school students for the school certificate examinations in CRS and this situation contributed
immensely to poor performance in CRS. In cases like this, teachers will always be blamed for students’ poor
performance due to the fact that they are not well grounded in that area of specialisation.

Inadequate infrastructural facilities are regarded as another cause of poor performance in CRS in secondary
schools. Edorhe (2019) was of the view that instructional materials and facilities are important part of the process
of learning as they provide practice and feedback in learning track. In our present-day secondary schools,
particularly public ones according to Adeyemo (2003), students are in most cases sitting on the floor and
windows during lessons. In some cases, students are learning under trees or in dilapidated classrooms. All these
cannot allow for proper learning of CRS hence lead to poor performance. Academic performance is one of the
fundamental aims of a school, and this cannot be achieved successfully in the absence of good/conducive
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environment. When a classroom becomes overcrowded with students with inadequate furniture to accommodate
them, teachers may spend much time telling stories not related to the teaching and learning objectives, and
controlling students who are misbehaving therein and at the end of the day the teachers may not be able to cover
the syllabus which may also lead to poor performance on the part of the students (Nas, 2013; Olayinka, 2016).

Another reason for poor performance of CRS in Nigerian secondary schools is the teachers’ attitude towards
innovation and use of instructional resources. Most Nigerian secondary school CRS teachers fail to consider the
dynamic nature of CRS but continue to bore students with reading of the Bible and memorisation and giving of
assignment and fail to imbibe the new trend of using of instructional resources through computer and
information technology. The traditional content knowledge-oriented teaching is still very much practiced by
them. Abdullahi (2003) was of the view that teachers mostly prefer to use traditional ways of teaching which
they have been familiar with or as they are taught which do not necessarily aid proper learning. Oladunni (1989)
blamed the CRS teachers for student’s poor performance, he stated that they never use instructional resources
during their lesson but always carry just a copy of the Holy Bible to the class and read or asked the students to
read in the class.

Ojo (2016) was of the view that there is dominance of textbooks, dictionaries, workbook and posters in the
teaching of CRS in secondary schools in Nigeria. Modern instructional resources such as video, computers, and
so on are rarely used. In another study, Aduwa-Ogiegbaen and Iyamu (2006) examined the factors responsible
for the poor quality of teaching in public schools across the six geopolitical zones in Nigeria. Results revealed
that teachers do not frequently use modern instructional technologies and variety of teaching techniques in their
classes and concluded that lack of or insufficient use of instructional materials was among the factors which
deter the educational progress of most students in our schools.

Another important cause of poor performance in CRS is the negative attitudes of students towards the learning
of CRS. Students particularly in the secondary schools mostly show negative attitude towards CRS because they
consider it to be for weaker or dull students. Akanji (2019) was of the view that most students put a kind of
negative attitude in learning of CRS believing that it only requires the reading of the Bible thereby making the
task of the teachers to be a difficult one. According to researches conducted on the attitude of secondary school
students towards CRS, most students that are offering CRS, do it not because they are interested in it but as an
additional subject to complete the number of subjects required in the Senior Secondary Certificate Examinations
(Lawal, 2010; Ojo, 2016).

According to Manizhan (2016) parents’ attitude towards the upbringing of the children leads to poor
performance, some parents discourage their children when they learn that their children is offering CRS in the
school and thereby suggesting that they should go for the science subjects in order to become doctors,
engineers, accountants and so on. Some parents even question their children what profession would they fit in
when they offer CRS in school (Ojo, 2016). This type of attitude goes a long way in making the students to be
defeated psychologically and leads to poor performance.

Improper method of teaching also causes poor performance in CRS among secondary school students. It is
obvious that successful teaching Iéarning take place when right teaching methods are used by teachers. Ya'u,
(2003) and Ojo, (2016) were of the view that successful achievement of stated objectives in teaching and
learning is always associated with using the right method. Sometimes teachers of CRS do not consider the
learners’ age, the topic, the time and background of the learners in choosing the method to be used in teaching
and this affects the level of leamning of the students. Therefore, it is clear that teachers’ inability to use proper
teaching method contributes to poor performance among secondary school students. '

Ogunbanwa (2012) opined that CRS is a subject which discusses dimensions of knowledge in a human being
which is invisible and the consequences of encounter with cannot be empirically tested or subjected to scientific
analysis. It is an abstract matter. He therefore suggested that though it is an abstract subject, it can be effectively
taught by teachers using instructional materials in presenting their lessons. According to Sa’ad (2007), some
teachers do®not explain the lesson clearly, they do not help students when they need help, do not give them
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home work to practice at home just because they believe that the subject is abstract and there is no way they can
explain the topics better. Aremu (2013) for example opined that an inexperienced teacher or a teacher with no
passion for teaching will not be creative enough to put across to his students these abstract topics for the
students understanding which at the end will lead to poor performance on the part of the students during
examination. '

There are many ways that the teacher can embark upon to improve the poor performance of CRS students at the
senior secondary school level. Taking measures to improve academic performance and outcomes starts with
improving the behavior of students in the classroom. Teachers can play a large role in creating an atmosphere
that encourages learning, improve students’ behavior and create better academic performance at every level of
education. Adedokun (2012) suggest that teachers should create a supportive environment where learning
becomes fun thereby making students to show more interest and participate more in academic exercise.

Good teachers are not only skill in instructional methods but also in evaluation and assessment practices that
allow them to-gauge individuals’ needs Dan-Azumi (1996). Teachers should not exclusively rely on traditional
paper and pencil test of factual knowledge that tend to promote rote memorization but move to higher order
thinking skills (Clements, 2008) Monitoring and evaluation should be a continuous process to ensure schools
meet their target. It should also be noted that offering rewards comes as motivational strategles that can help
students maintain better performance during examination.

Bolarinwa, (2012) opined that the role of the parents cannot be over emphasized in the performance of the
students. It is important for the parents to see to the day to day activities of the students, encourage and give the
necessary support in terms of books, financial and moral support where needed. Edorhe (2019) opined that
parents should not look down on students offering CRS as a subject but rather help where necessary and
motivate them to work and perform better in their examinations.

School should communicate what is expected from the students from the onset and give clearly stated goals and
objectives, frequent and challenging assignment, test and feedback from time to time (Adepoju, 2002) On the
part of the teacher, highly motivated teachers that show passion for the subject should be employed so that their
teaching may help encourage students’ to perform better in their examination. And according to Adeyemi
(2010) there should be staff appraisal through locally designed forms to enhance standard to ensure that the
teachers are doing the right thing.

According to Ogunbanwa (2012), studies have shown that students are more likely to succeed academically
when they feel the teachers are supportive, care about their success and honestly assess their weakness and
strengths. Incorporating several learning styles into the classroom work will make it easier for students to
remain engaged and believing in the students and offering support throughout the school year can help improve
their academic performance. The purpose of the study were to examine the causes of poor performance in CRS
among secondary school students in Kwara Central Senatorial District and find out views of teachers on ways of
improving the learning of CRS among the students.

Research Questions

1. What are the perceived main causes of poor performance in CRS among secondary school students in
Kwara Central Senatorial District?

2. What are the teachers’ views on ways of improving the learning of CRS among secondary school students in
Kwara Central Senatorial District?
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The descriptive research design of survey type was used for the study. The target population of the study
comprised all Christian Religious Studies (CRS) teachers in Kwara Central Senatorial District; while the sample
for the study consisted of 120 teachers selected using multi stage and simple random sampling technique. The
instrument used for data collection was a self-designed questionnaire divided into two sections (A and B) with
ten (10) items respectively in the format of Yes/No. The instrument was validated by experts in the Departments
of Arts Education and Social Sciences Education for face and content validation to remove any ambiguity in the
statements. The reliability of the instrument was determined by using test- retest method. The instrument was
used on 20 members of the population and after 10 days the same was used on the same members. The results
were correlated using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient and the result got was 0.71. This made
the instrument reliable. Copies of the questionnaire were personally administered to the 120 teachers who were
randomly selected. Data collected were tabulated, analysed and interpreted in the light of the objectives of the
study. Data collected were analysed using frequency and percentages for each research questions.

Results

Research Question 1: What are the main causes of poor performance in CRS among secondary school students
Table 1

Perceived Causes of Poor Performance in CRS among Secondary School Students

SNo ITEM YES % NO %

L Are there available qualified teachers to teach 50 41.7 70 50.3
CRS in your school?

2. Do students show interest in studying CRS? 51 42.5 69 57.5

3. Do you have adequate CRS textbooks to teach the 42 535 78 65
students in your school?

4. Are there available instructional resources and 36 30 84 70
facilities in your school? :

o Do students study or review lessons at home? 33 215 87 72.5

6. Are periods and time for teaching CRS suitable? 40 333 80 66.7

7. Do parents encourage their children to offer CRS 30 333 80 75
as a subject?

8. Do students find it difficult to read the Bible on 55 45.8 65 54.2
their own?

9. Are proper teaching methods used in teaching 32 26.7 88 73.3
CRS in your school

10. Is there low social value for CRS as a subjectin 27 22.5 93 71.5

the society?

Table 1 showed the views of teachers in Kwara Central Senatorial District on the causes of poor performance
among CRS students. It revealed that all the factors stated above which are: inadequate qualified teachers, lack of
interest on the part of the students, inadequate textbooks to teach the students, unavailability of instructional
resources, negative parental and societal attitude towards CRS are responsible for poor performance in the subject.

Research Question 2: What are the teachers’ views on ways of improving the learning of CRS among secondary
school students?



Teachers’ Perceived Causative Factors of Poor Performance in Christian Religious Studies
l_T among Secondary School Students’ in Kwara Central Senatorial District

Educational Thought

Oludare David OJO, Ph.D.

Table 2
Teachers’ Views on Ways of Improving the Learning of CRS among Secondary School Students

S/N ITEM - YES % NO %o

1 Use of instructional resources should be encouraged 87 70 36 30

2 Parents should change their attitude to CRS as a sub- 68 56.7 Y. 433
ject

3 Do you think use of appropriate method of teaching by 77 64.2 43 35.8
the teachers can improve the learning of CRS :

4 Can employment of qualified teachers improve learn- 69 51.5 51 42.5
ing of CRS in your school '

5 Teachers should go for seminars and conferences for 86 71.7 34 283
staff development ;

6 Teachers should explain difficult topics in an easy 74 61.7 46 38.3
manner

7 Teachers should prepare adequately for the lessons 66 55 54 45
Do you think giving of periodic test and assignments 72 60 48 40
regularly to student will improve their performance

9 Condition of service of teachers should be improved 90 75 30 23

10 All topics in the syllabus should be covered in good 81 67.5 39 325
time

Table 2 showed that the teachers agreed to all the items on the suggested ways of improving the teaching and
learning of CRS. Therefore, it could be concluded that if these suggestions are taken into consideration the
teaching and learning of CRS can be improved to a large extent.

Discussion

The findings revealed that some schools were staff with unqualified teachers. This is an indication that teachers
were not competent in teaching the subject and to some extent they were contributing to poor performance in
CRS. Findings from the study agreed with that of Ojo (2016). Some of the teachers who teach CRS are not
qualified and teachers of other disciplines are engaged to teach the subject. This is in line with Adedokun
(2011) who asserted that this category of teachers contributes immensely to poor performance in CRS
examination

The study disclosed that there was lack of teaching facilities particularly textbooks that would support students
to master the subject and contribute to effective teaching. Findings from the study confirmed the assertion of
Nyamubi (2003) who found that unavailability of teaching and learning materials contributed to students’ poor
performance.

Parents’ motivation and encouragement was expected to increase the level and quality of students’ performance
however, the study found out that the parents do not encourage or have interest in the students studying CRS
when they learn that they are offering: CRS, mainly because the society value studying sciences over arts
subjects. This situation does not allow the student to put in their best in their studies. It was also discovered that
the period and time allocated for the teaching of CRS was not suitable and the student do not revise or study
adequately at home.

The findings are also in consonance with Ojo (2016) and Edorhe (2019) that inadequate infrastructural facilities
and instructional resources are regarded as another cause of poor performance in CRS among secondary school
students. The findings also corroborated Ajidagba (2009) assertion that the problem of teaching Religious



Educational Thought

-Volume 10, No. 3,2020. . :
ISSN: 1596-969X

Studies is partly because of the low societal value placed on the subject. Akani (%?1!9)i25;1:f£)1tha} s(;udant% lose
interest in the subject because of the time allocated to CRS is too small. This Y led to dismy)
performance in some external examination.

The findings further revealed that the use of instructional resources, effective teaching method and €Xplanaig,
of difficult topics with illustrations should be employed to improve the teaching and learning of CRS, Thj;
finding is in line with the views of Abdullahi, (2003), Sa’ad (2007 and Lawal (2010) and Abdullahi, (2913
who opined that the provision of enough instructional resources, qualified teachers as ,u{ell as conduciye
classroom will assist a lot in improving the performance of secondary school students’ in CRS ang 4,
instructional materials and facilities should be provided for effective teaching and learning of CRS

Conclusion

The study showed that poor performance of CRS students is clearly affected by different factors. There are
some teachers who are not qualified to teach the subject and there are inadequate facilities and instructiong|
resources for the teachers use. Moreover, teachers’ attitude towards innovation, inappropriate use of methods of
teaching by teachers and negative attitude of students affect the performance of the students.

The provision and appropriate use of instructional resources, appointment of qualified CRS teachers, and proper
use of teaching methods will improve the performance of secondary school students. Parents’ good relationship
and interest in the studies of their wards will increase the level and quality of the students’ performance, andthe |

Recommendations
The following recommendations were made based on the findings of the study:

l. More qualified CRS teachers should be employed and they should be encouraged to undergo professiond
training, workshops, and seminar to update themselves

2. CRS teachers should use modem teaching methods instead of traditional methods.

3. In-service training for CRS teachers should be planned in order to enh

: ; ance their attitude towards the subJe¢
this will be helpful and equip them with knowledge of modern methodology and techniques regarding ¢
teaching of CRS

4. All CRS teachers should, if possible participate in markin

. " o and !
. Sy - 8 the West African Examination Council 2
National Examination Ceuncil crs papers to e

nhance their professional development

5. Adequate instructional media and resources should be provided. w

Y here not available improvisation shoul
adopted by the teachers
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