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ISLAMIC ANTIDOTE ;‘1_) YOUTH MORAL DECADENC ¥
ERTIARY INSTITUTIONS |\ MIGERIAN

Yahya Shaykh Ahmad
and
Adeyemi Adeola Waliyullahi
Abstract T
Gince the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria, successive governments have i
} Ve .l"fz'ngﬂh'-"m,

corruphon a!tﬁtmmtyw cogin lhf country’s uihm»l. This reality has resulted in unusual financial
W degeneration of Nigerian youths. Today, moral decadence su e -
g . a5 Sex

~gndal, EXCESSIVE love for materialism, alcoholism, drug abuse, cultism, human trafficking

A
W,*mbbtfy. il partyin £ indecent dressing, sodomy, lesbianism, injustice, tribal sentiments
tices have been observed to be prominent among Nigerian youths in

and examination malprac
ferniary instimnons. !hemfom. this paper discusses the concept of morality in Islam as
reserved by the Qur'an and Sunnah, causes of moral decadence and its effects on the society -
large. ical and analytical research methods were adopted in the study. The paper has
ohserved that poor child upbringing and bad company in tertiary institutions are the major
‘actors responsible for the youth moral decadence in the present time, thereby preferring

n

solutions to the palpable problems and recommending that the government needs to improve on
the project of rehabilitation centres and recruits qualified counsellors at appropriate quariers to
curtail the alarming rate of. ‘youth indecency

Nigeria, Youths, Moral decadence, counsellor

in Nigerian tertiary institutions.

Kevwords: Tertiary institutions,

Introduction

Like other world religions, Islam emphasises the significance of peaceful co-existen
fellow human beings and abhors immorality such as sexual harassment, alcoholism, drug abus,
fornication, adultery, dancing to music, dancing to music, indecent dressing, intermingling wit
the W S€X, sodomy, corruption, examination malpructicg and other '5‘@;,1. “.‘;x:c»\
perpetrated by the people, especially the youths. There 15 no gainsaying that one of the practices
that have constituted social vices in recent time is Big Brother Naija streaming on social media
as it exposes the youth to promiscuity, flirtation and lewd chit-chats. In an attempt (© ~f~~
influence of the aforementioned vices in tertiary institutions, this paper discusses the concept of

with

“on
v

f good morals of the Prophet and 1S

morality in Islam, virtues of good manners, manifestations 0 Yocts Of
companions, moral and imm oral acts in the Islamic context, causes and Cﬂclx s of mor
decadence in the society in a bid to purge out the filth of indecency 1 the country at [arss

Concept of Morality in Islam ]
T'h? word morality originates from the Latin word moralitas, Meaning good “,L‘“}n,
' f conduct that an individual, group 0f ¥ i

i denoles

ers, and

0y h\‘{d."

ility. Morality generally refers to a code o - vl

“ a g 5 ¥ A 5 % A y . p )n ,. l}\e \\ L)r\i f\’tl‘[f : ¥

m pitssipte o dmtmgumhmg . S right oy \M’; 1 neans patural dispostic n
rd khulug ™ meanings- [n

morality in Arabic. According to Ibn Mansur, the wo s
q implies many connotat
> l

Howe ,
ever, the Quranic usage of the term khulug i many ¢
A - -4 connotes ethics, whil€

3,2&37'M‘Abba- held the view that khulug sig 68 |
Same vein, At-Tabari argues that the term khulug used in Q0%

30
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Mujahid asserted that it means the pristine [slam. It is apt to state that the wor kh
Prophetic traditions embodies different meanings. Sometimes, it could be m} .u/”‘l in g
upholding the Qur'anic injunctions and distancing from its interdictions. By url’xd ];;r,p‘fcted a:
refers to have a strict adherence to the Islamic rulings and ethics in terms of un‘cr‘ﬁ,’c’ h“/uq
actions. - eTIces ang
From the above, it is crystal clear that morality is a broad term that enshrouds 4
righteousness such as obedience to parents, truthfulness, honesty and good Chara&?““’f
prescribed in Islam. The rationale behind morality in Islam is having love for the (,"rc;it_(}f}f,ﬁr HE.U‘
creation. The primary objective of Islam is for a man to acquire moral qualities and to seej, th's
pleasure of the Creator. e
Consequently, the divine laws are the main sources of attaining good conduct, g

underlying the significance of morality, Allah inspired the Prophet to enjoin the generality of
Muslims in an imperative statement. Morality includes kindness to people and overlooking thej;
shortcomings, respecting parents and elders, fulfilling promises, kindness to the pets, patience
justice and controlling one's anger is the major virtues of morality in Islam. Allah declares: :

And render to the kindred their due rights, and to those in want, and

the wayfarer: But squander not (your wealth) in the manner of a

spendthrift (Q17:26).

Exemplifying the injunctions on moral rectitude, the preaching of all Prophets centred on
morality. Confirming the assertion, the Prophet says: ; :
A llia sl iy Lagfl ]

Certainly, I was sent to perfect good morals.

Having realised the beauty embedded in moralitr, al-Fadil bin ‘Iyad asserts: :
Bl o e himaas of (0 ) Gl G s (B Fimaay OY
It is beloved to me to be accompanied by a dissolute friend in faith
with good manners than a devout Muslim with an evil character.

Virtues of Good Manners
Several injunctions are commanding good manners to transform human society. Thus the

benefits attached to it are as follow:
13 It brings about communion between man and the Creator; A Muslim who manifests high

moral standard in his actions, has fulfilled Allah's directives as He instructs:
3 palgsinll pyalall oo el s il
Hold to forgiveness; command what is right; but turn away from

the ignorant (Q7:199).
Therefore, the relationship between man and his Creator will

be strengthened.
p: [t expiates the sins committed by man. The Prophet says:
i Abmaa) 2l il
Repel evil with good, it expiates It.
& It assists the person that is self-comported to become prosperous with divine love. The
Prophet remarks:

31
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The most beloved and closer to me among you in the Day of

Judgment is the best of you in character.

he most virtuous act of worship. The Prophet was asked as follows:

oo JB JB Sy ool Le uala ¢ Jpml A s ) Jin3) i, o)y 3 %
Narrated Usamah bin Sharik that the Prophet was asked: O
Messenger of Allah! Could you tell us the best gift given to man? He

responded: good manners.

4 Itis th
¢ O Aol

ts the faith of a true believer. The Prophet passed the following comment;
5 Itperfzf Gy m o B d ey B A apal Leg) gaselle SlEad g (1
Abii Hurayrah related that the Prophet stated that: the best of

believers are those who are best in character.

It is clear from the above that the faith of a believer is incomplete
when he does not possess good manners as Ibn Qayyim posited:

ol S elile ol j Bladl dclle 31y et (BlA 4TS 3l ‘
Religion in its totality is about good character. Whoever is better
than you in character is better than you in religion.

6. It fosters unity, brotherhood, and humanitarian service among people. Ibn Qayyim
affirmed: 3 N
em‘eéﬁjdﬁjw‘wuémjm‘gﬂbyL}li.“()ua:s)d};l“L'):L'IC)»A) isalaE T4 asadal g
._\_,,g\.nc.a'lﬂjé.“ g ’4..34.&]\..‘!5..\%

The Prophet unifies piety and good character. This 1s because piety

strengthens the relationship between man and his Lord, while good

moral reconciles between man and his behaviour. The consciousness

;)f Allah earns him divine love, while good character makes people

ove him.

% Itis one of the acts of worship that pave the way for itch-free admission into paradise.
he Prophet says:

R ey JER Jguy Jiad 345 1 Wi sl y3 S e Al G g” kg &3]
iif;?e?hAbﬁ Hurayrah that the Prophet was asked concerning the
remarked?:j would make many people enter the paradise. He
. -devotion to God and good character.
anifestat;
\t,is knowllt;g:t‘;{lzh;rl’rt})lphet and the Companions' Good Moral Examples
\I:)’:SCSI,} his cop, Py Sel?\?edetagzs an embodiment of virtues as mentioned in the Qur'an. In other
‘“Oralit; ies will cpnvincinglypcfifltcllcséeg lt1111de Ofthe_Qurfz‘mic message. Glancing through his
YUblime ¢, Charming character made th b ¢pitomised the teachings of the Qur'an on
beloy,, " rdcter.” (Q68:4). T on ¢ the Creator extol him saying 'and you are indeed upon a
. bbas got astonished and remarked on the above verse as



: iy U Lyl y A b M g i S0, |
w”'pgpﬂ)“‘-‘:'::u virtues from Allah to His beloved and 1, e,

A
Vie

ﬁﬂmmmmmeln like that of Muhag,,, " f wq,,% |

jescription from those who lived with him_ .|,
b"’“_.:;.d‘. _Apart from the statement credited to [hn ' tl,}:,, \I ;_“’"h hiy,
drmnkfrom s o 08 moblestcharacter of the Prophet. Anas 1, .
companiont "w to have said that the l”roph.et i1s the best i, morg| :n%
son of the *I of Makkah who expelled him from his native home were o, pp,.,qe&:ceu%
from him during the conquest of Makkah, but he e‘g(tendcd magnanlmiry”%uﬂa

their acts of brutality and wickedness. Thus the infidels troopeq ,, maiﬂ by

fe |

argued that it is impossible for anyone who stude; the

o . llfc

| Prophet of Arabia, who knew how he taught and how he [jyeq ,
st revesence fo the mighty Prophet. Mu'awiyah as-Salan, arevert tha vy
sainted with the rulings guiding salah, prayed for a companion who sneezed besidem
saldh, thus he was corrected after salah and he appreciated the Prophet's Metheg,
D et iy 0 0 O e 3 ¢ 1y 4 B Lo 5 LI
150 Jows b el md ¢ ) RE7SUANE USAUai, & )l i e
BT B IRt ol R Lal 185 8 8 g 52 im s bt
O 5 5 Weg i 28 145, L 535 A% 1157 00700

) as-Salami stated that while I was observing prayer with the Messenger of Allii,
1g people. I remarked: May Allah have mercy on you. People flung their e
'do you set eyes on me? And they smacked their ties with their hands. Then,
served that they were making me hushed. I swear by my father and motte
teacher in the past and present better than hin’
-smacked or abused me. He (only) s

an takbir and recitation of t
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: ' beard 1
yan my beard in the hellfire. The Jew said: I testify that th
- ere is no deity w
orthy of

. is better tl
¢ Allih and Muhammad is His Messenger

avs )
“L”>h”)f\\Ll

Moral Actsin Islim
ial to state that the ability to make a distinction between what i
at is right and what i
is

> ;lchlc\'cd through human reasoning. It, therefore, requi
. OL= .k é ? . = i ir i g
ike Shavkh Muhamnmd an-Nabulusi, among ,oth(cl:rq e}s] divite g
h between the right and the wrong. Some of the act{(;nsa: . e?ziplzl;ied the
onsidered to be

\Glimpse !
CSSL‘"

yr'dn 10 distinguis _
qorally standard by an-Nabulusi are:
mordEr . gness: This has to do with a good disposition but it is n '
) ot onl i
allies but al.so.need.z to be ixtended to all and sundry, irrespective o%, bl::rirrlll;e;l htlcx)ntlhe g
qnimal. This 18 evident where Allah says: and do good, for Alldh love s
, s th
good (Q2 :.1 95) e ose who do
Trust: This 1S also known as al.-Amanah in Arabic. Trust constitutes an integral part of
good conduct exp_ecteq o-f Muslims to exhibit in their relationship with Allah and human
heings. The Qur'an enjoins Muslims to cultivate the habit of returning the trust to the

ownerevenif the recipientisa betrayal as below:
Allah commands you to render back your trusts to those to whom they are due; and when

youjudge between man and man, that you judge with justice (Q4:58).
{ eniency: g mercy, forgiveness, and tolerance for others is part of

The quality of havin
the teachings © Muslim that manifests this overtly and covertly is

f Islam. The
guaranteed success inall his endeavours. The Prophet elucidates:
ﬁ]w&aﬁdﬁ@}“[)ﬁ‘d.ﬂ)aﬁdﬁ) 2 ‘w%&'ﬁ@ﬂw@a&c‘w
on in leniency

Whosoever 15 allotted his porti has been given his portion of weal. And
whosoever 1s deprived of his portion from leniency has been deprived of his portion of

weal.
4 Humility: The first sin committed on carth is insolence, and thi
cursed. Therefore, any Muslim that embraces pri

Shaytan, the ac

considered as adisciple of Shaytan. The Qur'an warns:

0 you who believe! Follow not Satan's footsteps: if anyone will follow the footsteps of
hameful and wrong (Q24:21).

Satan, he will only command whatis s
fthe moral values which Islam holds with high

The motive behind this injunction 1s that the
e if he fails to honour his parents after his

(P
N

sevil act emanated from
de as a way of lifecanbe

3 Goodness to Parents and Others: Oneo
esteem is goodness to parents and others.
moral obligation of a Muslim is not complet
Creator as contained in the verse below:

p none but Him and that you be kind to

1d age in your lifetime, say not to them a

And our Lord has decreed that you worshi
dmanners (Q17:23)-

&Zreélts. Whether one or both of them attain o
rd of contempt, nor repel them, but address them with goo

Allah instruct
Muslims are enjomn

n to commit shirk,
dness to fellow beings

h Him (Q31:15). As
d to extend the goo

H 4

ke‘;WeVer, if the parents lure their childre
dutipﬁill“t’s}; lil‘"rqm associating partners wit
Q16 %) eir parents, they are also directe

34
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4 Patience: One of the ethics Qf.lslam a lPﬂt“C}:?(f ‘l]l; f'.l(.]"‘-/(:;r?,H,‘/lml'ul Stayin, ,
ah extols those who exerc onduct (Q8:66).

¥ ézl"lil ;}tf({lﬁg;‘? the Prophet and Ot.her fcllows.» Ivhc l-nt(;nr;c ff:pljrng of aff.
»ep likine to God and other people is also part of the moral obligagion 1l
theljl'h lt[(l)gactualige his right actions and deflect from his inactiong. The onc. Pectyy,
Allll;hl Iarzld His Prophetis to dis_tance f_rom their 1g1terdr1ctmns an‘d‘an y other azt:””’]‘f‘x,'xx
conform to their directives. It 18 cqn31dered asthe Pedl? of mamfcstmg the loye A
a Muslim regards the Prophet as his moc%el. lll\llllah S'?lyls'
Say: 'If you do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and forgive yo,
6. %’?1%1:;; One of the ethics of Islam is patience in adversity and staying 4, f
losing one's temper. Although it is not easy to be self-restraint, it i highly TCWaré]',{:]'
Allah extols those who exercise patience in their conduct (Q8:66). ,
g Love of Allah, the Prophet and cher fellows: The mtpnsg feeling of affectiqy,.
deep love of Allah and other pepple is one ofthe moral obli gations expected ofy, M,
to discharge to actualise his right actions and deflect from'hls Inactions, The love,
respect to Allah and His Prophet is to distance self from the interdictions ang any off,
acts that do not conform to their directives. It is considered as the peak of manifesfingj,
love of Allah ifa Muslim regards the Prophet as his model. Allah says:
Say: 'If you do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your si

S5l
8. é(e)lﬂess) Service to the Masses: It is an immoral act in Islam to ignore other hum
beings who are in need. The Qur'an and Sunnah have unequivocally stated that i
distribution of sustenance is in the control of Allah (Q43:32). It is therefore expecteds
Muslims to cultivate the habit of assisting others.

[t is pertinent to mention that assisting other colleagues in the school or at home, is not restrictz:
to almsgiving as its scope widens beyond it. Yet, it is regarded as moral decadence and e

corruption to assist in mischievous acts like cheating, looting of public funds and other vicio:
acts.

J

Of AJy,

Yo

Immoral Acts within the Context of Islamic Ethics
;I“Io arrest the ethical vices that have prevailed in society, Islam criminalises some of it
owe |

society. These immoral acts are explained belowy-

1. Sex Scandal: This implies verba] i : e especiauyb}v
a person in authority towards a subo or hysical behaviour of a sexual natur ¥

. 5
°en sacked by the schools' authorities. Fofl l;lﬂer‘h;
Bee

35
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us moral vices which are common g,

it i Islam teaches that a believer g
: e nickname. sh
: Islam is an offensiv :m. Allah declares thus:
w{l‘den;l:iegage that could ridicule of embarrass hlcr:l B oo
e be sarcastic to each other, nor s b lineibol ) Mckngp,
Nor defame nor e s, (tobe used of one) after he has believe (Q49. 1, ¥l
seeming is aname connoting wickedness, . 11)

: i ical vice as ? : ;

Sayyid Qutb glosses over this ethical VIC fellow brother is to refrain from addresgj, b

i iever over his 1€ ; B e b
Among the r}ghts of a' l?el_1ev a1t of the ethics of a believer not to intimidate hjg brothg: Wil
obnoxious nicknames; 1t 1S P W
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4. Offensive Nicknames: One of the odio

ctice: This is another form of immoral act that is prevale, amoy

ouths in Nigerian tertiary institutions. Itis, however, essential to stlalte thzt the, faith of M| m%
?s at stake when cheating in the examination hall Is not drastically reduced. Abij Hurayy
reported that the Prophet says: whosoever betrays us Is not among us. The message inferreg fon
the tradition is that examination malpractices 1n all forms are strictly prohibited. Ong of th
recent cases of examination malpractice is the caption in Daily Pogt which rcycal§ that
University of Ilorin expels 13 students of the institution over various acts of miscongy
including examination malpractice.

8 Examination Malpra

Causes of Moral Decadence : e

Having established that contemporary society has been cprrupted with vicious acts that ar
capable of inviting divine wrath on individuals and the society at large, it is instructive to note
that some of the actions that account for the denigration of morality among Nigerian youths and
the Muslims, in particular, include the following:

1. Westernisation Syndrome: This has to do with the influence of non-Islamic cultureon
Muslims. The syndrome has enormously affected their ways of thinking and behavingn
both public and private affairs.

2% Indoctrination of Youths by Heretics: This implies that a category of people the youths
attempt to emulate their lifestyles may be fanatics who have not obtained adequate

lmowlnge in their respective disciplines especially that of Islamic Studies which
entertain polemics.

3. v(3vellt'lzleﬁllous Ambition for Wealth Acquisition: The excessive love for piling Up
s ca’th has made some youths engage in vicious acts to accrue it. This inordinate passio?

J I-‘as rlr(la(}e Psome ofthem engage in money rituals. :
; ack of Parental Care and Moral Upbringing: This signifies the carefree attitude of

consequence of this attitude is th:tsiteachmgs into the spirits of their children.

Effects of Moral Decadencei i
As earlier observed th ne ot e



&\\[lld
of some Y
guidanct

nsee

Re¢

ne of th
the (1glﬂ
n._gpoll.\'l
meg_ ways

foll
l.

t

(8 )

6.

ipet

ot ection :
affez:;? ° Of the pioon Prophetic and Pious Predecessors' Moral Less

al of Studies in Humanities, Vol 11&12, 2020/207
J"N 1119-5260, COHUM, TASUED ;
[SSV- 4

lead to moral lmnh‘uptc)’. Itis, therefore, necessar !

ouths to \‘Qnsuivr the Qur'in and the Sunnah i:(;btatc = thi_Sjuncturc that the failure
for the gucl]t:l_\' at large has brought about dctr}r;meﬁiznrc?glum that provides divine
.+ human trafficking, flamboyant life, religious s - 0 the entire citi
urity. g yantlife, religious syncretism and ,'nequit;ltlzens, such as
o Youth {\lora[l)cgaldence in Nigerian Tertiary Institution
e objectives of religious scholars is to call the members oftl:e' : :
path through the knowledge they inherited from their predecesl; e T
bility of the Muslim scholars to salvage man from moral de orii bbb

e gradation through the
Correct Creed: The path chosen by a man determines the way he li is i
V : ves. Th

the creed professed by him leads to good manners. Thus, any person ﬂ::tlir:f;m
adulterated pa.th of falt_h Wlll act contrary to the divine laws. It is, therefore, essential f;lll'
Muslims to stick to pristine Islam to accomplish a high sense of moralit}’f through the
rudiments of the correct creed. The Prophet enjoined Mu'adh who was sent to Yaman to

start his preaching with tawhid.

Supplication: A Muslim is urged to be fervent in prayers to be granted a way of
exemplifying good conduct. The Prophet used to beseech Allah as follows:

L) e e it Y e B Liialy 31 9) G (53 Y 351 Y el el D
0 Allah, guide me to righteous conducts, for nobody is guided to it except by You. O
Allah, turn me away from bad conducts, for nobody is turned me away from it except by

You.

Striving Towards Righteousness: Good conduct is a form of guidance that can only be

attained by striving towards its path. Allah says:
And for those who strive in Our cause, We will certainly guide them to our Paths; for

verily, Allah is with those who do right (Q29:69).

Self-Evaluation: A true Muslim gives himself a self-assessment from time to time. Ifhe
has sinned against Allah or fellow human being, he looks the ways of correcting his

mistakes as Allah says :
0 you who believe! Fear Allah, and let every soul look into what He has sent forth for

tomorrow (Q59:18).

‘gggld'%g Bad Company: This is another way of acquiring a high moral standard. It is
offe:::ji 13 In our community t_hat .the attitude of our children c_hanges when they are
differema mission to tertiary institutions. This is due to a mixture of people from
isattach ‘:alks of life. However, the best way of getting rid of vices 1S to ensure that one
€dto good people as the Arabs used to say:
D ol puall cladl e

Itcongtj :
Itutes part of seeking fortune to stay away from evil.

ons: The enduring

us Muslims who developed the legacies of the Prophet are capable of

People's ;
foral upbringing. Therefore, reading about them can avail the readers of the

38




Jowrnal of Studien in Humanitien, Vol 11 & 12 XX 200) }
ISSN 11195266 COMUM. TAMH D

. . fosmtam l“m Tos s ot P s pertine o 7Y
Mdm“m mﬁ'«"::?n sequired inciude reflecting on the *‘m':rih:,
0:,4 m“” pondering on the outcome of evil deeds, upholdmg justice antemplating -~
the Qur'in and mammtaming truthfulness

ancmyg it paper to examine moral decadence and lslami A idote
; Whmm lom of tertiary mstitutions. Also, 1o achieye ;:
mmd’h-nwmmm"uamnﬂmmwhhmme
-Jmmuk.Mmm.lsmm“vmkcmmumlm“mw,
M*dh”ﬁ.wﬁh“wﬂdhﬂnmyﬁohnﬂrwmm,
uh&;mumd‘mhmumuyummmm

h“dhﬂd!&ﬂmuﬁlnu“dmmmmm
oncself and fellow hengs

Mdehmmorﬁm,mm
mmuumhmu-um as the manual that
’ 2 mm-mum-uumm*dm
" Figiees e sesil S U

serve as a deterrent to others:
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decadence in the higher institutions .
6 Youths’ access to indecent social media sites that could derail their academic career has
1o be demed.
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