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Abstract

One of the problems ravaging the developmental spheres in Nigeria today is the issue of
violence which has erupted in forms of ethno-religious and political mayhems. Presently, the
North-Eastern part of the country is battling with tremble created by notorious Boko Haram
insurgents. Alarmingly, the group attributes itself to Islam and some people may think the
claim of Boko Haram is correct. This research was however carried out to investigate the
religious violence in Nigeria with emphasis on Boko Haram insurgents. Analytical method
was employed for the research. Also, the study relied on the information gathered through
print and electronic media. The study tried to make juxtaposition between Islamic tenets and
Boko Haram dispositions. It was however revealed that the claims and terror activities of Boko
Haram insurgents are not congruent with the principles and teachings of Islam. Necessary
recommendations were made in accordance with the findings of the study.

Introduction

Nigeria is a country with a dense population of people with divergent
culture, religion and tradition. Historically, the ancestral religion of the people is
African Traditional Religion (ATR). But with infiltrations of Arab and Western
cultures, new religions of Islam, Christianity, and Judaism and so on emerged. This
made Nigerians to become adherents of various religions with some people
retaining and maintaining the traditional African religion. Thus, religion is a set of
beliefs which is supposed to be personal affairs and even serves as a means of
enhancing individuals' morality standards and subsequently encourage his
‘ommunal participation and societal development. By this, religion should play a
Pertinent role in achieving national goals. This claim could be understood when
‘ritically going through the tenets of each of the worldly religmns. Unfortunately,
%?" the prime role of religion has been upturned by some "Eh_giﬂus adherents and
';li‘nﬂon 18 being projected as a means to achieve pers?nal objectives. Religion is

8used to achieve economic advantages, political gains and some have hidden

Scanned by TapScanner



Y ‘ --|-|...‘ T T TR R

L e welaiy . B M

—rTTTe T

G N
:-:_. s,

e
' e
Abdur-Rafiu, Jamiu & Abdulganiy Ibrahim
-
% .'L'E"f{: -

vils.Presently, Nigeria is bz x
d by Boko Haram insure

‘ Getting close to' a decade now, BokoHaram hﬂS_ be?og tWﬂl;eg
developmental spheres in Nigeria. The shocking pOll‘lt. abou he MenAcE .
Haram insurgents is that the group claims to be an Isl:':nmc sect whose prin e aim
Islamize every citizen and get rid of western culture In the country in ge; eral a
their territory in particular(Adebayo).It 15 on this b?ckgromd .that. an attemy
made to critically study the activities of Boko Haram ms:urgents in Nig eria vis
pristine Islamic principles with the aim of unraveling whether Boko F

o
insurgence s religious or political. _ @
- o i

Overview of Religious violence in Nigeria

Religious violence could be viewed as crisis or conflict that used -
among the adherents of various religions living in a given society. It could b
religious violence when the feud is between a religion and the other one. Some
there is to be intra-religious conflict when violence erupts among the p ople
same faith. There are other conflicts that are more of political or tribal in e
rehgnm_.ls even though some people may see them as religious simplﬁ oo
group involved come from a different reli gion(Omotosho).Be it as it mat 7, con
unavoidable in human society. Conflict erupts anywhere two or more'
humans are the same, no matter how careful
would play out at a particular time. This differen
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Religious Violence in Nigeria: &

damage caused by Muslims, galvanising the Muslim population. Similarly,
the Christian papers did not report the damage and deaths caused by Christians but
_ather focused on the Islamic terror. Other individuals leading these religious

movements use the -media to spread messages which gradually became more
intolerant of other religions(wikipedia).

In the mt times, there were attacks in Zaria between the Shiites Islamic
sectand the Nigerian military force. The incidents have led to the loss of hundreds of
lives, property and the arrest of the Shiite leader. Since 2009, the Islamist movement
Boko Haram has fought an armed rebellion against the Nigerian military, sacking
villages and towns and taking thousands of lives in battles and massacres against
Christians, students and others deemed enemies ofIslam (wikipedia).

In addition, lack of recognition of one another, campaign of hatred and
blackmail, lack of clear understanding of beliefs and culture of people of other faiths

and extremism as a result of poor knowledge of the teachings of religion being
defended are all contributing factors to eruption of religious violence in
Nigeria(Omotosho).

Boko Haram at a Glance |

Boko Haram is a name or slogan given to a movement that emerged in the
Eastern part of Northern Nigeria. The group named themselves Jama'atAhl as-
Sunnah lid-Da'wahwa'l-Jihad (Group of the people of Sunnah for Preaching and
Jihad). They hold the belief that corruptions emerged in the area because of the
people's adoption of Western styles of Education and life. They therefore advocate
that Western Education is an aberration which must be discarded. Perchance, the
idea has made them to be referred to by people as BokoHarram (Azeez).

Akanji submitted that studies have shown that the group clandestinely
developed over a period of time under different names such as
Ahlulsunnawal' jama'ahhijra, Nigerian Taliban, and the Yusu(liyyah. This, the writer
stressed, is making it difficult for the government to effectively track it existence and
mission. However, Adebisi, Oyedeji and Azeez noted that the true Historic root of
be traced to 1995 when AbubakarLawan established the

Ahlus- SunnahWalJama'ahHijrahor Shabbabgroup (Muslim Youth organisation) in

Maiduguri, Borno State. Then the group was non-violent movement  until the
demise of AbubakarLawan. Then Muhammad Yusuf assumed the leadership.

Under the leadership of Muhammad Yusuf, the group preferred to be addressed as
Jama'atAhl as-Sunnah lid-Da'wahwa'l-Jihad(Group of the people of Sunm?t 'f-or
Preaching and Jihad). Immideately after the death of AbubakarLawan (the initial

founder), th chan from being non-violent to become violen't .and
mnstitule tef-rog:otgpthe coi:mnity. Muhammad Yusuf established a religious

complex and school that attracted poor Muslim families from across Nigferia and
neighboring countries(Adebisi). By denouncing the police and state corruption,
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[lowers from unemployed Y 0uth,
am). Muhammad Yusuf was SuCCessfy]
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\ pl8) - dYOU.thS lnN
pect of some clerics an Orthern
won the re?le o bulk of his followers however cq.

Yusuf attracted fo

the former governor of Borno State, Ali Modu Sheris
e s to Boko Haram but no longer needed them afte,

: then out of control. [ate
the 2007 elections and topped funding them but they were . -
mghe vernment w:ded into the issgue and joint military task force operation was

ﬂ - w

. : tly, Yusuf was arrested, and was kdied in
launched for intervention. Subsequen

s : . n wiki edia.or / wiki / Boko_Haram).

B & Ym fbtzmginau tofk over fhe leadership of the sect. Under
- B mu.s leademl&P: the group continuously improved its 0per§tional capabilities.
Smm up to date, Boko Haram has launched military operatm:ns presumabl;; in
an attempt to create Islamic state. The activities of Boko Haram include jbombmg,
hijackings, kidnappings, outright shooting, abduction and other destructive acts of
antagonism perpetuated with the aim of intimidating people and government into

- . changing their policies (Adebayo 2012; Adebisi, Oyodeji & Azeez).
1 1 Azeez and Salako revealed some serious instances of Boko Haram activities.
_ These include, killing of Imam Ja'far Mahmud Adam and some worshippers in a
mosque in Kano in 2007; bombing of military tent in Bulumkutu in Borno state;
T of amosquein Shaka, Kano in 2012; killing of 20 secondary school students
- "'*'W!I}Pohskum Yobe state in July, 2013 and setting fire on a police station
inKarimuLamido, Taraba state. The above writers however noted that the instances

above are just very few examples of notorious activities of Boko Haram.Another
instance is the abduction of over 200

the other hand secondary school girls from Chibok(Ikezue). On
- "
across norﬂmAI\CIlie:eax?ir:,fﬁund t Boko Haram has created widespread insecuri)

interrupted 'develo . .i E_d_ tensions between various ethnic communities,
_pn}ent activities, frightened off investors, and generated
concerns among Nigeria' ;

LS

R

people : : "
lar, Thzu:::::&na aSawhole and in the areas captured bY th

hOme‘ .nd .Of People have lOSt their lin‘.‘S, man}! h.,]\'t' t‘wc['l
n

L g "8 Were abducted, umuo‘:’de& Mmany properties had been dﬂﬁtw},ﬂ:{{.
mM YPeople killed and the Srou ; MOsques and Churches have been bom™

S in
 news/ world..&lcawas designated as a terrorist group b) L
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AzeeZ and Salako lamented thus:
These notorious activities have caused a lot of embarrassments to the generality of
Nigerian Muslims. Different kinds of insults have been passed on to innocent, gentle
and God fearing Muslims. Several bad names have been given to Muslims such as
terrorist, al-Qaedah etc....... Implication of all these cannot be over emphasized.
Those that have been nursing grudge against Islamand Muslims have their way.
Nominal Muslims with shaking faith would have been surely disturbed. Many non-
Muslims see the crises as religious and that Muslims hate them and are ready to fight
them through Boko Haramgroup. Some even wrongly opine that the concept of jihad
inIslam is to kill non-Muslims.

Looking critically into the above submission of Azeez and Salako would
make one to think of a dare need of embarking on studies that would clarify what
[slam stands for and what Boko proclaims.

The Position of Islam on Religious Violence
Islam in its conceptual connotation implies peace. It is a religion of peace that

enjoins its adherents (Muslim) to uphold and maintain peace with his Creator

(Allah), himself and his fellow ankind. Islam means peace, purity, submission and
obedience. In the religious sense, the word Islam means submission to the Will of

God and obedience to His law (‘AbdaAl'Ati, Islam 1n Focus). Preaching peace,
making peace, keeping peace and maintaining peace and order are integral parts of
Islamic principles. In Islamic sense, submission to the Will of God, together with
obedience to His beneficial law, is the best safeguard of peace and harmony. It
enables man to makg"pe,ace between himself and his fellow men on the one hand, and
between the community and God on the other. It creates harmony among elements of
nature (9). Islam educates mankind and trains him/her in hope and patience, In
truthfulness and honesty, in love for the right and good, in courage and endurance.
Islam provides man with peaceand security and makes his life meaningful (31).

Islam, like other religions before it, sees religion as an ideal way of life that has
to be shared with others by way of propagation and preaching rather than forcing it
on others (Omotosho):. Qur'an says: “Invite (all) to the way of thy Lord with wisdom
and beautiful preaching; and argue with them in ways that are best and most
gracious: for your I.ord knows best who have strayed from His path and who receive
guidance.” (Quran 16:125). Another verse reads “And dispute you not with the
people of the Book (Jews and Christians) except with means better (than mere
disputation), unless it be with those of them who inflict wrong (and injury); But say:
'We believe in the Revelation which has come down to us and in that which came
down to you; our God and your God is One; and it is to Him we bow (in Islam).

Itis pertinent to note thatamong the fundamental principles of Islam s that

185
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viction and freedom of choice. It cannot be forceg
on

Ty rion. Qur'an says “Let thera

. 1 compulsion in religion Qu et there
uponanybody because Islam f"[?rbtllf :t::'ld.f out clear from error; whoever rejects evij
be no compulsion in religion: 1% sworthy handhold that never brea;

and believes in God has grasped thempes S5 * 2:256). In Islam, the earth on which

. .ﬂ' Quran :
hAndGOdﬁt::g :nu-d:::{:::;uagt;hdutlgs malgldnds by Allah and it has been natu rally
umans

: safeguarded and taken care of. No
PREISL Ry Ft 47 SEh R i bzociet;glu peace is mischievous and any
mischief should be perpetuated. Disrupting B e e o sver
S eaakichiol perpematedislike polluting the natur Ipurll'y O.u and severe
torment awaits those who make mischief on earth. Quransays |

Muslims are enjoined to be peaceful and must not disrupt the societal peace.
The issue of violence or insurgence is never part and parcel of Islam. Islam takes
cognizance of the fact that, in human society, heterogeneity of tradition, culture and
religion is inevitable and as such a Muslim must bear it in mind that his religious
responsibilities must not hamper his social responsibilities as he would be
accountable in the sight of Allah for both.

A critical glance at the structure of social life prescribed by Islam for a
Muslim would reveal that it is based upon the highest principles that targeted
towards securing happiness with prosperity for the individual as well as for the
society. The_role of the individual is complementary to that of society. Between the
two there is social solidarity and mutual responsibility. The individual is
responsibility for the common welfare and prosperity of one's society. This
mnsgiltl:y;s not_ oms);;oal the society but also to God. In this way the individual

Sepoosiifiss Isot ismoldne's -mindedness and a genuine feeling of inescapable
: role to do the utmost for one'
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feelings of brotherhood and social solidarity; respect for the rights of other
people to life, property, and honor; mutual responsibility between the individual
and soclety (I'la‘n'\nwda}-\), Quransays: Allah commands justice, the doing of good,
and giving to kith and kin, and He forbids all indecent deeds, and evil rebellion: He
instruct you, that ye may receive admonition” (Qur'an 16:90).

“O you who believe! Fulfill all obligations ..... and help one another in
righteousness and piety, but help not one another in sin and rancor. Mind God; for
God isstrict in punishment”. (Qur'an, 5:1 - 3)

Some of the Prophetic traditions on the importance of peace keeping in the society
include:

“Whoever relieves a human being from a grief of this, God will relieve him from a
grief on the Day of Judgment”.

“Anyone who has no mercy on the juniors and on respect for the seniors is not
one of us Muslims”.

“None of you is a true believer in Islam until and unless he loves for his fellow
man what he loves for his own self”.

“Whoever invites others to good id like the doer of good and will be rewarded
accordingly, and whoever instigates evil is like the doer of evil and will be punished
accordingly”.

Omotosho asserted that despite the fact that Islam had to engage in several self-
defence wars atits advent, it believes in peace and peaceful co-existence. Perhaps the
best way to note Islam's attitude towards peace and peaceful co-existence is the way
it dealt with unbeilivers in the Makkan period and also with people of the book later
in the Madinah period there was no any time anybody could be harassed or
molested simply because he or she was not a Muslim or if they refused to become
Muslim. Instead, Islam made it clear to the Makkan pagans that if they refused to
change over from their idol worshipping, they were entitled to continue with their
religion: Say: “ye that reject faith, I worship not that which ye worship. Nor will ye
worship that which I worship. And I will not worship that which you worship. Nor
will yea worship that which I worship. Nor worship that which I worship. To you be

your way and to me mine”

Juxtaposition of Islamic ethical teachings and Boko Haram activities
So far we have highlighted the activities of Boko Haran} group in Nigeria and the
Islamic position about violence and insurgence in the society. Boko Haram is always
described in the media as an Islamic sect, butis it really Islamic in its belief, practices
and activities? To provide answer to this question, the foUow%ng points could
adjud :
dIIl.1 g;g;e::;térgup or an individual to claim _that his woFd, life, or behaviour is
taken from a certain religion, that word, life or behaviour must tally with the

pristine ideology, philosophy and principle of that religion.
187
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would make it easy for us to say that the
- Islam, which the insurgents ascribe

w to, has no speck of terrorism in its pillars, principles, philosophy,
ideologies an? practices. The Noble prophet Muhammad
Silll.aAllahvE[y mplll:l:ﬁjuwmun bOdam wajl :ieported as having said: Surely, religion is
: 0 WO Ip i 121

ey . mgsume hin:ttempt to cause hardship in religion

v. Boko Hamm group have caused a lot of setbacks as thousands of people have
lost their lives, many have been dislocated from their homes and abodes,
many properties had been destroyed, school girls were abducted, numerous
mosques and Churches have been bombed with many people killed. Our

question here is that, can it be proved that Boko Haram carried out all the
aforementioned terror activities in the name of Islam? Are the insur gences

embarked upon in the name of Islam? The answer is outright No. The life,

statements and actions of the Noble prophet Muhammad

SallaAllahuAlayhiwasallam never portrayed terror act. The prophet and his

companions did coexist peacefully with pagans in Makkah and with Jews

and Christians in Madinah and the environs. A critical study of the life of the
prophet and his companions would reveal that any terror activity
perpetuated to disrupt the peace of the society is alien to Islam. No amount of
excuse could adjudge for kidnapping, abducting or killing of people and
destroying the properties in the name of Islam. Let us for instance, examine
the excerpt of a pact entered for by prophet Muhammad

SallaAllahuAlayhiwasallam with the people of Najran:

“ For the people of Najran and their suburbs, they have entered into the pact
with Allah and Muhammad, the prophet and messenger of Allah. That their,
Properties, lives, lands and roots (are safe and secured) for those that are present and
absent (during the pact making) and those that are under their custody, be it minority
or majority. No abbot must be compelled to denounce his monastery; no monk must
be compelled to renounce (his faith); also, and no sorcerer must be prevented from
his sorcery; no ransom must be paid; no revenge (on the blood shed) during
Jahiliyyghmust be taken; neither must they (non-Muslims) be surcharged nor they be
Subjected to any hardship...” (BnKathir)

The above excerpt is one of the numerous examples of the peace making
Agreements contracted by the prophet of Islam Muhammad

uAlayhiwasallam. It could be noted here that the prophet provided the

189 '
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In the course of examining the religious violence in Nigeria w_ith spect
reference to Boko Haram insurgence, it has been established that the prime rc
religion in transforming individual and the society has been abused. 4
violence is a recurrent issue in Nigeria. Mostly, the causes include the ack ¢

ition of one another; campaigns of hatred and blackmail; the l.ack of ger

Haram's insurgence might be as a result of the deliberate extremism whiC
politically motivated. Hammudah was of the view that religion has been abused ar
misunderstood. Some people have used as a means of exploitation and suppressia
as pretext for prejudice and persecution. Some other people use it as a source
power and domination over elite and the masses alike. In the name of religiol
unjustified wars have been launched, freedom of thought and consci
suppressed, science has been persecuted, the right of the individual to maturity h
been denied, and man's dignity and honour have been flagrantly debased. In't
name of religion, injustices have been inflicted upon humanity with the resul #
religion itself suffered many losses. _
In conclusion, Boko Haram members may claim to be Muslims but the
activities contradicts the pristine principles of Islam. Islam is the religion of pea e: i
meaning is peace; one of God's names is peace;the daily greetings of
angels are peace; paradise is the house of peace, the adjective 'Muslim' m
peaceful. Peace is the nature, meaning, the emblem and objective of Islam. So, thew:
and peace disturbances that are perpetuated by Boko Haram are never religious b
rather something else. -
Recommendations -
Inline Wiﬂ’_ﬂ‘e findings of this study, it is recommended that:
L. the notion that Boko Haram insurgence is Islamic should be refuted.

need for more thorough research on the hidd behin '
activities of Boko Haram. g -

ii. the Nigerian government, in addition to current security actions agai
terror group, should sponsor researches and investigutiosh (acad
~ operational) into the real force and brain behind the insurgences
iii. Islamic scholars should intensify efforts in educating people, mt':ist il % _.
young ones that are been lured into insurgence in the name of Jihad. They sh u

i
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be made to understand that Insurgence is never a form of Jihad, in addition, essence

of life‘ 1S to be preached to the young people and that committing suicide
bombing would never earn someone Allah's favour but rather a means to incur

Allah's wrath.
iv. Muslims should co-exist with others and always keep and maintain peace.

v. adherents of various religions should see one another as brothers and ensure
peaceful co-existence among themselves for the development of the society

vi. Political leaders should have piety of God and desist from using religion to
score political points or to cause chaos in the society.

Scanned by TapScanner



in Nigeria : The
tegration in

o r'-

mSm on National
n;ll ations of 'Boko

1al Sciences (2014):

Insurgency in Nigeria:
on Telecommunication
s: An International

H:ram Insurgency and the

alIssue (2015): 58-73.
n Insurgency in Northern Nigeria
of '*ﬁie c:m' Global Journal of Arts,

Amumﬂlt of the Boko Haram's

¥

. n.d. 20 June 2016

n. n.d. 20 June 2016
_Harammsurgency>

in Nigeria: a Public

-

: 1-16

~ Scanned by TapScanner



