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EDITORIAL 

I' "'" J illi • ,l11llv ,ummc, in 1hc North ha, begun. -n,c birds have n:turncd, bu, 

· tic-\ h 

~ llllC" 

, r nut bruup..ht wuh d1t,"m the w:irmth rhal Nurrhcrm:rs cr.ivc afu:r their lo ng 

' "' irdta~h . du,. tlx q11ir.t '1 fifry c;ghth issue, offers readers wi1h iravd f: ver 

· l'l'•'rtl,n•11e- "' o,,pe to exotic locales , ·ia authors from Nigeria, Tunisia, Saudis Arabia, 

I..!'., .in, 1he U nued l~cigdon:. the United Scates, and Canada. 

Id" -\ Alumirc·s "iRt.MO)t PER!'ORMANCE IN OGBOMOS.ci, LA.'-10" 
l><",:111- ,1111 June ollenng,. Aki ns,pe documents li,;m~je. 1he ri1ual fon:wdl 10 the hunter, 

.unon~ l )~hu m~,u. Lommun111cs of Suu1h Western Nigeria. Deeply embedded in the 

11.dnlllm oi l)gbon,o,,o. land. li,;m~J< is a viral componcn1 of Yoruba rnlrure. Ne.«, 

' J .c1u1 '- •th.111 A. Agoro and Gift Benue Zibima invcsrigate Elechi Amad i's comic ,ision. 

In f',pprr .\oi.r \ 19T). :J11ncrr ofjoluzn11<1bi,ry; ( 1978) and 7hr Woman of Calabar (2002). 

-\mJdt .umb,nc, l.rnguagc •hot is prcdom inantly pidgin wi1h rhcmcs of love and happy 

enJ m)!, ,hJ1 bendi, ,II the char.JCtcr...Thcn. Osakpolor Emwinromwankhoc and Danid 

f·IJi,n,.,J,, '···n,e RhelOrtC of National Uniry: The Uniri• of ,he Eli,c and rhe Dilemma of 

:Ju· !' .. >or J1,tu~c.:, the rhcrot tc of narionJ..I un1ry by examining rwo classes rhar make up 

:he '.\1!!er1Jn ,oc1en - the dire and tf.c poor. Drawing on li1crarure modeling, this pape.r 

!1nJ, rite- W(.1JI d trc:' J.rc united in rhc1 r stare c:iprurc J.nd d1eir conrinucd marginaliz...1tion 

t rlir I""' h 1llm, ing. in .. b-;aluJri ,1g rhe Porcntial of the Azhili Eggon Cul:ural Festival 

., f. .. r. ... m1 tot ]denim Pro1cctio ,1 and Culrur.il lnregr.i,ion," Emmanuel Tsadu 

, ,.<11J JnJ .-',lh,ri I r nJ i'Jrrid. .:onside, rhe dficacr the Azhili Eggon culrunl festival in 

"',_ JrJ,'-,I \(JIC" .,:,. j !uol u · r culrur:tl tn l~granon :ind a markc:r of culrun.l idr.nriry 

n.c•· , 1,. l.JnJ ,,u.._·, ··:,,ag111!! C ul rural Transforma1ions in Eugene O ' Neill', Th, 

' \,,,: l~.3 _luru 2~ 1 

/a r,um Cometh" investigates rhc !'Cbtionsh1p bcrwcc11 tr:tdirion and tr:.msform;1tio 11 111 

Eugene O 'Ncill's 7h, lrrman Com<1b ( I 939) with special focns on 1hendorc H id·.c) 

who visits Harry Hope's Saloon ard parodies Christ while playing thr role of a preacher 

endowed with the mission of saving saloon dwellers from their delusions. Foll11wint;, 

Justine Shu-Ting Kan's "Chariorte Brontc's/ane Ey"" Jane's Esc.1pc from E.ntrnpmcnt and 

Quest for Life and Love' fi nds ,har Jane's story reads like that of a forsaken child wirh posi­

t raumaric stress and traces the trajectory of Jane's trauma via rhc situations of entrapment 

in which she fi nds herself. Ne", Farhat Be~ Amor's "The Vanishing Line: sc;,ara1i11 1,; 

'discipl ine' from 'anti-discipline' in William Golding's Lord of 1/,, F/;,,·· dcmonstr.nes 

how Golding,'s novel blurs the boundary benveen 'discipline' :ind 'anri-dis..:ipl inc· u nn l 

the line separating these norions becomes hardly detectable. Amor dcmuns<rar<:s ltvw 

the English schoolboys parody the 'discipline' they were taughr ar school. while the 

Dcrridcan notion of\:onramination ,' corrodes rhcir diffcrencc:s. Completing d~t utfenngs 

of this issue's :micles, Jammy Seigh2 Guanah 's .. Trends of C,rarion and Rcfercnuni; 

in Communic:uion Research Journals in Nigeria: A Citatio n /\ 11.1lysis .. uses .1 Lllattui i 

analysis approach design m investigate how refercncini;_ was c.,rric<l oul in rhc ,Ht1ch::~ 

published in the }011mal 0JC0111m1111icatio11 and Media Rt1earch UCM R). :inJ / /,, V,gm"" 

}o:,mnl ofCommu11ir,11ior1 (T f~JC). 

Film rcvicws arc also housed in this issue. Michelle Lai"s fi lm review, ... lhc l'uwcr 

of a Baby Face'' n:visirs Alfred E. Green's Baby Face and fin<l.; rhe film 1101 only ,ubvem 

gender and class siercorypes bu, oho shows tha1 Amcnc.1 ha,, complic.ncd JynamtL> 

that may only tolerate women in power 1cmporarily Accordini• to ! , 1 /j t... 1· · 
0 ......._ , au_r ·ait' I!-. . l 

, rark reminder of the challcnbes women face whrn risini; 10 ,he ,op. Sien Mcn,lul,.,·, 

'·Antoniuni's II D,urto Ro110 Is Rdevant 10 Love in /Jur T imes .. argue, tllJI tlm I ')(,.1 

rh~ quint: an i,,urdis~iplinury q1wrrerly from rbt nort/J 9 



rf'\t1{••~r.:i.p ·,.•t it· Jlrct .; 'T!\-lt.m SludJ rt"'\.~ord h<'" 1n rim.1tl· Jnd ntwn ~urprising f!r.ltfoi 

'l.i...• I... •rnr ,i, t.n .. rn:w mbn .. n Sh1c!J !n N ~>nlwrn !\ Lm1111b 1 ,\-: rh1 ~u rrh rur m , ~1 
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IREMOJE PERFORMA.i~CE IN OGBOMOSO 
' ' ' 

Abstract 

LAND 

Felu A. Akinsipe 

University of Ilo ri:1 , Ilo rin, Nigeria 

l )nc uf manY tr:1c.l iriu11 :i l pt:rform:inccs, lrt!noje: rhc h 11 nrcrs' saucd ceremony fo r a dc;ld 

hunter. i, ,1 ,1\ protccrcd and performed roday. ll1is paper 1nves11garcs anri documents 1he 

pn.uli.t r prac1 1co ofl rCm~jC :imo:15 Ogh~.m~.!l.~.cornml:nirics ofSouih \'Vestcrn Nigeria. 

rn.i,dmg 1hc ui;o of songs/chanl~, .music, Jnd musical accompanimcnrs. Costumes, 

n1Jh-up. a,,J prop!! in lrCmojt paformancc.\ :ire also recorded. Oral interviews and field 

wnri-. c-,pcncm.c.., were primari ly and heavi ly relied upo n . especia lly direct inrcrviews 

w11h die- l.11 111cr!I a nd pa r11cipanr o bscrvati::>n a1 many o f the hunters' ceremonies. This 

, ruc.h finds hu nrcl"! ro he J v;~al consrirucnL)' in Ogb6 m ~.s.~. land and concludes d,at the 

lrcmuJc will Lnn:muc to he p c:rforr,1cd. 

Kccy words: i, cmoJ<'. Hunrers. rerformance, O gbo,mo.~i;, l:md . 

ln c:-oducrion 

.'rrn qJ~ ,. the );!t"ncn.:- nJfTit' 101 rhc h un l~rs' performance at dH: func:ral of the.- decc:a~ed 

12 l aL 14.J l}un, 20221 

wh ich 111cludcs dances, ch:mts. music and orhcr events. A1uwon ( I lJK I ) observe•. 1'.1:ll 

"lri:m~_iC ni 6 wi1 f1jn o rO is.ipa oPc. ri 6 h:1 kla" [irCn11;j:= 1~ the rit ual for [he farewel l for 

the hunrcr tl ,a1 diesJ (p. 8). Akinsipc (2020) remarks 1ha1 " ,11 111ccpw>n. rhc hun1cr, 

performance was generally known and called lrhnojt® bcfo,·c: a d1st inc11n11 w :1~ made ,111d 

ljdlti was ca rved o ur as the name fo r the cntcrtainmc nt/ sodal aspect of i1 wl11lc i ri:mui 

re tainer.I for 1hc sacrcJ pan " (p. 168). l,i:mojc is also known as ip,i O,d~ o r ip111I~ (rhc 

fo rtifiL:n1un uf a dead hunter fo r transit ion). and is inicrch;rngL-ably used fu r chcsc ccrrns 

across Yorl.lb:i soL1cncs. 11.s pracrisc rakes place in chc form of rypical Afric=1 11 rural rl1c:1rn.­

pcrfo rma 11Lc. 

()gl111 , die Yorllb:i god uf irun, i~ belicvcJ to be the urigin:!tor o f l ri:m~ji r\1uwon 

( 198 I ) says rha, "6gun 16 ~i o rin ircmoji'" (p. 2): rha1 is "6gun is rhc o wner on rc1miic 

so~gs". H,· also affirms cha, 

Nigba aye Og,m, a maa de, igb~.- Ogun l:igb:ira, 6 si I66gim hii ,ir,;ni. ()_Jc. 

paraku ni. Fl111 id:i raya 31i igb.idlrn ara r~. r.Jbi ri 3wo,n o,mo.-l~yin r~ .• t)g1·111 

a m3a sun l j:il:i , s,l1gb~.n nf i k6k6 d r;~kan burUkl1 ha ,.cJ~. g.~g~. bii Ofo r2hi 

:ld:inl1 kan, OgUn ni awo,n o rin ar6 ri m:ia ri ko, la1i fi k~.dlm ohu n ;\J:ill1 11;1:1. 

(Ajuwo n. 198 I ,p . 2) 

I During his li ferimc, Ogun hun•.ed for animals in 1hc bush. Og,m wa, 

powerfu l. had charms ro 1he fu llesr. He wa.s a grear h,rnrer. For h i, 

perso nal pleasure and rhosc uf his followers, h: chanted ijil:\, bur in dw 

1ime o f calamiry, sorrow o r losr, Ogun had some Jirges tha, he sang 10 

commc:r"!su ratc rP.e calarnity. J 

Alagbc (2006) concurs with Ajuwon , when he say, "i gbah,i.igba ni ()g,111 1; L> J a 

tbe ff" ;,,, : an interdiscipli1u11-y quarterly fro m 1/u ,wrth J 3 



:i ~ · .... :::\U ~ ~ -- .. ,- : l 3' dur .:.s : '--~ wfx.. -.,r,;:c..arr-J irm-:,~ 

:c-- •~ ~c "'\r .i..• i.w ~-ur:t:\1 ~ .a: .W t •m.cs.· . t);-Jr.. \\.b w..:l fl' ~n~"'T an 

, l="• ~,.,, '"<' ~ r-.. 'tin ~~ , VF-"' lu mur., l..:.n I._, ~ .:,d: """ 

~l('I_ t , . 1 H"' TT~ " ~n ri1., ~""'" ... "~l\)\l= \ ~-...\ rn.u ~ '1.Cn lot;;.OObn: ~~ 

~t :- ,~ ~ ...... '4 l l,,.)C im ..... : ;n....., r. ~ irefl"k.;F' \i.i L.n d.. Jwc1n '-"l!a\\.:,r.;,.., 

:-- - • "th., !:re =-= -~PU n-; "" rlt:c .:cal h:,r.-,"\, ~ ~ " '2i 1:-q'-L'"I~ 

·. ;-' :_. 'iw:!r.>f. !'Ot .:.-.a;:-1,d iranc-~ :_., .:t>·!.i:m. ~, {'r.we.: chcm<i,lcl,~ 

\ JW\lr ! ""~.. a.w pou:o ~ .. !J t..1U.t u1 rc.nr..'41 re- ircrtlO!(' d.a:: ... ~ _, hr~ Og-~ 

msr: · :s w__ m :-J,~ lff\~~ :h: m .t c:id'\er ior W't':-di1~ ~-: s..,--..,i...:J ...:.m.::w::. \\"""hen 

i.t....i _ .:... "" .. r!'! ~:::, i~'JC rac.n .... ~ res.llff"~ .in ...:,dicr,a; Lil: ia.1,.""0:n::: ~~ .... ~iJr.r. 

nr ~~"!!1'reff. ::: .a.. p~r -.:lr..3.~ n~ Uk J..m.:rni !"'k."'lS"i: hl"\"\o~--e. "-' m~ bc:,pt-

!~;, LS uru.ilh r:ttfrnl ,,, "5 h· -1$l/lllll Qi.r - :r.< fX·' ~ 

Ji th: hun~ trum hunn.ng .mJ tr.1ru:1nun ~ ~l."11 -r'--... :ht- " u .. .J ~~ 

~ -t::c;ncJ tv ~11.i" :he Jo.I hunr:-r ,.., re:,~ ra,-mf~ i.-, :b< " · .._ 

huntt'f rr.-,· .-unlinrr: hunnng ,.,,h th,- daJ \.:.-ueli.r;: t\'.' the hum <:" ~ - f.n.­

r..kcs rt..,-., ""h JI .b:c n~hr. 

\)nn n i 1 ~o l"~-

.\n •~ru n L -\JUW(\ll. l"S ! r "' 

irm~ IJ I s·..mn igb.i-1..uu--~ 

Ki I ,_,m: u l .1 ~~ cni. kv 

Ono u ~ 1 l..v ~ t<> bJ ;.,,u tur, ,xk n .. ,\..,w~-- . · , . : 



•c ,1r1 n 1i .hn .>n ~be ode fi :i yo_ o_w~ o;dc. u 6 kU ninll ,:g~. <>;de, ayC kl 6 

le d.an po ml; c:gb~ r~. 3.ni eg~. o,dc. ~.run . N i s,Oki, a O ri pC orin ta .i ri ko, 

l, ~ooki, ,i o ba siHo hin ode, ni. (p. 11 0) 

I rc m~Jc IS rhe song of fan:wcll fo r a dead hunter; more so, it is a song the 

hunters guilds use ro dISengage chc dead hu nrcr fro m the acti\' ir ics of the 

liv ing hunt ers so rhat he may joi n the hunters gui ld of the wo rld beyo nd . 

In shun. it IS a so 115 usually sung at a difficult time fo r the hunte rs] . 

/ rrmoJf ri l e,, a rc usually performed from about 10.00 pm 10 abo ut 4.00 am. After 

rl1c dcarh of , hun1cr. l day is picked fo r his lrrm~jr (severance fro m human activi1ics and 

~rJ.nimon into the world beyond). The: announcc-m r:: nt is made and we! I publicized co 

at1 ra.~ " crowd. All rhc hunters' gui lds around arc informed, and hunrcrs fro m wi1hin and 

,mund lrn communirv usually rurn o,ll in large numbers . W hen performed, generally 

.. ... u:ptcd nrg.~niz.ational parrt':rm, are maintained in irem~je rires as is typical o f many 

~crubj peopl~' acrivines. Fo r c:xa mplc. in rdatio n ro the hunte rs' performance, apa.rr 

fro m J ,.lccral J ,ffcrcnccs and pccullariLic:s of t11e rypcs of drums used in specific Yo ruba 

LU mmttn1r:cs rhe perfo rma nce styles arc largely the sar.1c. The hunters across the Yo rub:i 

land ,cc themsd,cs a.s one, and r:hcv obey one rule. They sing: 

Ude !bad.an. o_dc Ekoo. 

K.JJc m, J.lc ode 

l 1Jc li1r1 nde O _vo~.: 

1--o,lc m.i dale ode 

It- l oL l ·U Urm,2022 , 

O,dc. ljcs/1, ope, EgbH : 

K~.de. ma dal~. o,de, 

O_dc, Eki,i, o_dc, O ndoo; 

K~pc, ma dal~. o_de, 

[Hunters fro m ibadan, hunrers fro m Eko (Lagos): 

No hu nter shou ld betray a~ o,hcr 

Hunters from Ek\c,, hu nters frum Oy~_; 

No huncer should bet ray another 

Hun ters from lje.s,a, hu nrcrs from Egb:i: 

Nu hunrer shouid bet ray ano ther 

Hunters from Ekiti, hunrcrs from Ondo: 

No hunter should betray ano1her] . 

Ogbom~.s.~. Land 

References to Ogbom~,s.~_land in th is paper include all the surroundrng mwns and v1 llat1e, 

of Ogborn~.,.~, like i rc,sa Pupa , Aj:iawa, lkoyi, lgb~_n, Aho, Jabata, Faje and Masifa whtCh 

are stro ngholds of che hunters in which the hu nters' guilds arc well o rganised . The people 

1hemsdvcs call the co mbinatio n of these places "Ogborn~~-~- land '', tha t is, ()ghc\ m ,;~_•>. 

and its environs. 111 Ogb6m~.sP. ~a'l<l , rhr:: hunrers cooperate: with o ne anorhc.:r, 1rrespt:cI 1vr: 

of any rancour among thei r kings. 'Th ere is a popular saying amo ng them rhat "o~k . ii yau, 

igbo kan nia l'o,de, ti de,"-hun,ers arc the same becluse they hu nt 111 the ,:amt lmcs t. 

·n,e hunte rs often co me rogerhcr 10 hunt a t i11te rvals. They arc also members or ,l ct111r.tl 

unio:1. irs executive, which meers on a.n ad hoc ba.s is, co nta in!- a 1cprcscmarive fm111 c.H..:11 

co mmuni ty. Acco rdin gly, info nnat1n n is ca., il y passed an ,uw.l ,111 th e ~1 11\d, 11 1 ,1 ve rv 

r/,. qui11t: , 111 in1,,,-disripli11.,,-y qua n erly fr,m, t /,e ,11,rt/i / 7 



I rh, 1 ' " 1rf1' \ 11'"1.J' j tnwn-\, ;I I ity In ( ,y,:.,, \t.uc In th r- ~11th 

,\ •Ml' fU • • t tr !"''I.. n,. m .. 111tH\ 111 If', pt·11rlr <Ht' Ynruh3 !,unr<l in~ iD manv of th{ 

arut .,,mUPIUf"", t 'r..hnmn'-O n, o nr of th l m o\l h1,:;hh rro., pcu cd and nm ahlc tnw n'-

lh n21r 1 rh-r lf•wn 11; rntJtl"C. tn tn r h11wrr of u ,. hunting t'"'IC p cJ i 11r\f'1\ Adcgh1t r (2017 

"11111 •h.U 1ha• l )~homo\~ , ,;; pr. n i:, up ;t?:. a 1,unrm.,: LA m r bu , later .it...,u rn r d a 

uh ; .. , ~r.1.1u· ,lu< 1<1 rh.:- m1lnan- rr11f!.ht ul he r earl y M·n lr r, ' ·11w ~l l•,ng Lr~J 111on o f 

,t1111 u r 1ha1 r:a .. h,rth ,, (. )~bi ll , l l~\I ) lanJ h:,1, hl'C'n kq,· Jnl .l.Ll a nd l\ ,ull V, , y Jl1\h h Ill 

I •• 

l,1 ,>IA-.. \ \ r L.111 l)hhl1m~.!.u. ,oJ.,y 1-. locue<l bcrwcrn lghu.n and lraa anJ 1:-. 

111 uuk t rw ttmr .ind'5tra l "-.mg"- Arcs~ nn rhc axh o(c; ah.t~i [l·.2.~t] : O n1kOyi un Y:1111:1 

~~ t lu r.lwn ,111 the- :u.1~ 01 .'\ri N.i !North ! .rn._f Timi u n <..X1sU l~uu1 h j rr.:spc.-c li \'d y. 

h.t tuur (. )h.u i..UVf"rt"J 1hc ~outh , Nonh . E..1.!ir and Wcs1 ul l hc l)gbOm~.s.~. rcg1u n . 

~ 'l •ti.. ! .in th .. lnlltn\lllA p..t.,:,·). Alth,)ug lt U~burau.~\; 1-, 1hough1 tu h.1vt· hcxn :U unJc\..l 
• \ •,uul,,IA ·n thr mid , ... ,ti .. xn cu ry, AJ~~bitt" (.2017) o b~crv c:.-. that A.il~. thc !Ir~, ~cnlcr 

1kC"tcr111 1t1c 1)1 thr- thr'C"c: Ji ff C"rcnt sr1tlc- mc.·nt .!i t h.11 existed III Ogb, '1m~.!'I.~. h rforc· th t· 

11\.1 ,1 \ r11•11. lJ \A oia .lLIU.lll) 1hc fuundn I fr w.1 ~ .!i•UJ tu be 

.. l"'\\c-rlL. ! hunter , whP wa.!i o J- Nu pc on~m h u r prC" VIOU!)I )' lived in lgho n , 

i'lh.tu ,I hh tt"IH :ri rh c" 2.rc:.1 rill t h CCJ m l" (. lghnmo!,u todJy. He· went 

•11 111t111µ c->...pc-Ju 1011 tn J h ill whc tc- dcp hJnts were fou nd 111 

IP" ~-- ,., I ,...,.., :!tl.22 • 

P LAT E 1. ;') ho\\ i n1:=, the m.ip ut the "ltuJy .Lrc.1 v. nh rhc ncighbqurin f!_ tnwn •'- P h , n n .. ull r\ l 

from i\dcgbi, c (20 \ 7 ) . 

sbunJdth .. c . H ~ htcr ma<lc the hi ll lm sett le m ent ,1ru und \ (,\ \ \ .'\,lci;lrnl' . 
~U l 7, p 7) 

In ( ) yc- rmdt:\ ac1... o un t o r· rh e h,~tory nf t"lgho m.,_.-._o,. 

rl,~ t/Uiut : u n i11u rJiscipU,urry q wir ter~ from du no-,h J ~ 



,t~t·•11 ",L" ,.uJ tn h.wc .. ,, me rP l)gbo m L"-U 

'"t'":' \( • l .. \ fhl , ,, ('" l' :h· r ,ll,J ... ,:- .rnd u~ro dH"· l--rJnLhC.S tor hanging gc.tn. . 

l • h.._r J"'t"f"tC-1,.1 •· t .c ,1i..h.Hc l'I 1hc -.cvcmc-enrh crnrn·-v where 1hc who le 

~ad·"~ .;, ~ ,._ ..., 1unt::,I~ He-,, ...._, J.11 n:pc.n .1rd1cr and ,l vc~ brave hun ter. 

t ~u, I · .. m .... ·, , " ut" Luu r,u ,h rhc-1r hut P~ rhc:- side o f rhc Ajagbon rrc-c 

r1J ,·, "t"'~~ ! ·• ·;. l nJ..th"\' '1 w b1m rhcrr were or hcT scrrlers around . They 

,...,.rr 1-u,.h ~-'--< , '~c IJerin. _..., dJ1mcd b,· :\degbm:l. Budo bale ljcru and 

i.;. ... J,._' ~ ..l.l.t' l,.1r- l..1 vcnndc . 1'' "4 P· :!_(, ' 

-\fr.-r ..... ;n, L'llc \ ·'f:unk-i~ ~ .1.ltn:J rhac he was no r a.lo ne in 1h:it cn viro n 1m:n1. Ht: 

,. c .. ~ ,m, ,l..c .~;:_tn~ frn m some nGrb~ loc:uions, He roo k coungc :rnd 

•rrm.>.:hcd rh<"SC' rl..= An<l .:usm,·~ml o rher hunters. The firs! one named 

-\..Ile ,H .i ~H nn,, ulled 0l...e-Elerin quarrer.s. r.he seco nd ailed Onsilc a 1 

::,.~-.it~""" kn l1,, n .1.,, heru qaJ.rrcrs. rhc- third O ris~tolu ,H lsap.i qu:i.rtcrs 

,n..- rh, ,.,unh \uncle gu.,mors foe descendants of the first rhrce o f rhcse 

··,,n n:--"' .trr .,r ,H tod.2 \ rhe fu.lcs of Oi..c-derin. ljeru :rnd 1.sapa quarrc:--~ 

:-t"'o("'("'\.--Y, v"?·h ';here: , ... ·:o m 0 r.:: Bale ,fu,,dc . \ \\ ·1kiped.1a) 

1..td.~, -\..:Jc :'- !r.:-cf itdl c:..,1.sr~ m l)gbom~so .11 6kdenn. ll~c inscri pdon placed at rh c­

rnrrJr1... r ~, (. )t,.dc:r.n L,"mmuni~ Ha.iJ. 6-gbom~s,o. bca.rs rhc- a.ddc:.ndum "ll1c Gt:ne.s is of 

, ... -tiic.· ......... ~, ~J 1'Ll.J~C~ r.h..u rhc pc--.Jplc cunri nut" ro bcLc, c- t h a 1 Ogbom~.s.~. ~n 

0 
n..r:--.l rr.m ,i,e,-e :,c,.- Pl.ire ~ 

PLATE 2: Showing rhe sig 11 pos1 111 fro nr o f Oki: Elcri n Com mu n iry H all. ( >ghom, ;si; 

clc;}rly sta ti ng ''Th e: gc: noi, of6g-b6m~_.s_c~.---

Of chc. rh rce h unr t.:rs, Ogunlo,l:i beci m e h is ro rica.ll y p rominen t a nd ,vas give n credit 

fo r fo 11 nding the town. Ii was he who ra llied rhe 0 1her hu n1ers rogcthe r by fo rming 1he 

E.gb(Alongo (Alongo Socicry): 

Ogunlola. afre r rhc discovery of th ese hun ters. rook the in itiative r0 inv11 ~ 

rhcm 10 fo rm the Alango Society. Th e Pri mary 0bjec1ivcs of ,he socicrv 

were: Defe nce agai ns1 Su nmoni (slave prow ler) raid_s, G rou p hun ting of 

wild ani mals, and n-, u1 Lia l assista nce. A, ,he 1ake off of the soc:icry. O5u nl nla 

was , made the d1ai rman . Afte r each day's hu nt ing, th ey retiree! to ()gun Io la·:, 

hu t whe re rhq, were irc;n ed to bea.ns a nd o the r m eals and were served with 

sekcte wine brewed by Ogunl o la's w ife fro m Fe rmen ted gu inea co rn . They 

al!>o enp.;aged in disi..:uss ing cu rrc nr affairs and p la nni ng.. l.....atc r, orh c1 seeders 

tlu q u int: an inu rdisc-iplin.ary qw.artn-ly from ;Ju north 2 J 



r 
:a:nr itnd I · the- hui .1n d •hu fn r"Tll"d the nudl"l.lS of a snu..11 .,.,l~ 

r ~tu I .. · h r- ~• ,h~ r · r t H tr"nling dupurn and othn m.am:rs 

\ • ·h , "' in• t li,inlr,I, be.um, ,he had of wh•r OlorcJe (2010) describes ;as · • 

K 1111 li t \,_J 4- r.111 11 it ..._i, 11 rn1c~o., , r...ump11.5,<;.J ofhu11tca. tJm1C.f\ c:1 .... th.ill V.~.lh 1ul 

, 1 \T:.&r 4t:" .. tp : 1 l lg:.inJol.1 m nunucJ 10 Ix an mtcnm leader nf thCK scttlt.mc-nt~ 

,.nul h. ,-. .u Jrtnu:d ~nd dc-:u.mcd in Oy~ fur k1Hing a man. Th lS m ctdcnt ocatrrrd "'hen 

, \1 ""' npcnenum, • 1cmhrn~ arrack hy rhc lharib:I pc,oplc lal h• the drc,dcd w•mor. 

• Ir~,~'"" l1n OJtunlol.1 plc:uled wirh rhe Al:lilfin to be , llowe'd rn dulieni:e El~m,;,,o. in 

h:mfr I t1\ ,-cquar Wil..."' Jrrann:d, and he ~ur.cccdcd in kill,n,:: l;l~Jllt.~.s.~ and flff'1nf!_ ciyl"'. 

4.1.ut,n w 2'. ,u impra>:c:d by· Ogur.lob's pro,..a. dial he, ,he AIWln, 

•rt.tPoted l11 m 10 )tay in chl" c.ap11al Oyo-llc instead uf returning ro h is 

,cu lcrnem ( )gunlula politcly dcdinal sapng "E1eki • m3 SC uhun" meaning 

lee me \l~~ )"Ont.fer", H is m.i.jcsty, the Abalin, gr.rnrcd Ogunlol:.i's wish ro 

IT':Urn 1t h•) sculc:men 1.. Luer, cravdlc:rs passing ro and fro, used 10 refer 

w du- ~C"1tlcmc.111 :b of l11 m who beheaded EJc.moso mcaning .. idu cni ri o 

~I IJnnu,o' Th ,s " "' /Jrer C?n1r:ic tcd "'O!(i>omoso. (\X'ikipalia) 

< )Fu,d(,IJ mum~d m tus former scrdcm ent refcrn:::d m 2.S Ogbomt;,s.~. {rhc r~nr. 

' 011.cd Imm ,he W ,ll ,...-n, "'"'"' Oi:unlo,l:i fought and k,llc:d E,le,rnOfi,O. as "1d6 <,ni rf (' 

,-.h I lt·mo.¥ , ,,r Oghud EJ~m~_s_~_-) . OgbOm~.s.n means .. hen: is the s~nl~n r nr o fht' who 

hchc-, d,·.J rlcm.;,o " /\r cl11, lime, Ogunlo/:1 a.Isa earned the cicl, "Sha.tin" for ,dlmi: ,he 

.\I.a.inn ff J fk1 \-\- lum ··n.~} ronJc:.rw. H e WJ.5 invired b)' m,tn)' kings {O assist 1fl w-ars .1.g-:iinst 

ObJ '--l f "-JJr:.1 Sc~r for ~hun ( I.C' l. 'g:unl,,l 11 \\ he" rhn .ltT ~ 1'1f I h .n..l , .. fl 

rhc rerror of a , .. ilJ g1.ilnt Jntm..l Hts,,. ti· t h l ri n w J.ruunJ h ,11,t\h J h tw 

m .-\p.1 ,1nJ .u fare .11\\.t\'5 ~luJi u , ~uh.un '-un4ut>n-J ..anJ ~t llcJ th.: u 111n .1I 

UN. AJ, pa Jcnu.nJcJ. trum ~hun l'\\-h.i: h.: ".IDlLJ .1._, u.mtpt:>n~ru ,11 .,1.11,..I 

hu '"1fc- .u.kaf ch<" kint ru giw- her hus~.anJ .1.norher ,, it""i: rrnm 1115 hl'lL"'cholJ 

so ;is co m.;;kc them lx'-omc:- m~,a,YS lh1s w;u gr.anrc.J b-, chc.· J...1ng • n'-- d11, 

trcnd [en~) Sohun·s .:o.lSr .lS he b=e ·,,c:nJ.s ",rh the p<'Upk vi 

•.!..pa. Onikoy, , Ulugbon J.Jld Arcs;,. \Oloco,.lc.-. ~lliO. r ,4) 

("'lgunlC'b b«::unc more 5Uo..~fu1 m b:1rtlcs .1.nd !}:l"C"\\ to be gre.1tcr .1.nd nll.H~ 

rapccted ~mon-g the people md lhc -.,""J.rnors.. Accordmg,:1, . ()f;bom ~,~ bc1...1mc ,Jnc 11t 

rhc West pb:ccs lO lh"'C in .imong rhc Yoruba. scttlcmcnrs Peopl~ r3n ti-um , he :1un\ \\ .Ir• 

n.,-aged scrrlcm(:na of rhc \ oruba bnJ ro S''lY under Sh.Jlln's pm((~t.t1cm ( l~humn .... ,. 

survi ... ing chc \luslim Fubni on:..Lu~hc. uf the l ~ crnrurv. :tnr:i,.;~ nu..nv l l ~ u rctut,:c-e, 

;rnd became one: of rhc ~c YorubJ. scttlc.mcncs .. tho.r,;/1"ww,bruanoheJ. '=om,pl;a,u; 

Ogbomo,bal. During the Fulm1 v.--:us. m;JR}' tO\\ 1H .rnd ,·il~. J.bour 1 ,- . were 1..l~c-rtcJ 

while t:heir proplc took rdug~ in Ogbomo,s,;, li;c \.;'.0 1-l ) .1.lso =cm th.u ,'>ch"""""".,,, 

"'rody to :1.ccommod.:1.~ migr.ir.cs· n•ho r.m there for s:ifcf) lp.12.L \\'eknmut!,. n:fU!!(>r-\ 

hclp.:d the speedy enb rgcmccnt ot the town. 

Ogunlo,b ·,.,.15 <"Un.s<quenrly nude rh< h.:,d of rhc senl.:ment. Hi, ~owpouml b, 

rhe Ajilgbo,n t= rhcn bcc:ime the So_uu's p:ibcc: wd a r.1ll) mg point ror Jll llgbrnm"'' 

cim.cu, . (Oycnn<le 1 '>8-1 , p. 50) The S~un trained w.,rncr; rrum ,II rhe,c 11e1~hbour1nf_ 

, ilhgo. ro right rogcdu:~r .ig.1.m~;: thc1r cncn110. L)gbomtho, he.JU:i.l· o f 11:,, , tr~t~H. 

the quint :,.,, inravluriJtJ, ,,.,ry q~Ttrr-/y .from ,bit north 2J 



~ .1.nd t'CD le '-'C'~ r::nlNl'Tled v.-amo~ 

un • d·,-nut, h.- been cst.1bhshcd m Ogb<imoso .• nd ,bee.- rule 

!u.tle le I '.>2 when the Ogoomo<o Di<mct Council du.,gcd the 

~ or O!J)ulT'.llL 10 Soun or Ogborn= "irh ,he aprro,.J of ,he ');cs,= 

~~=r The c::umng fi--c ruhng houses . .u repn::srnrc:d b) rhe d=mhms 

hu."ll<M'Llc IDn ->' J~ro .nd gr..ndso", o! s,;un Ogunlol~. wcrc officullv rccognm:d 

cw- -... "d>oITIQK oa a!;,om:Ot!>owso. wun-<l,·nas,y' 

l=nojc pe.rfoona.occ in O~m.;,s,~. la.nd 

J<1r, •I"' :i.nd B.l>anndc-Hal, 12018 pow, out.. -mes ace sets of form.al rd1g1ou., 

nu rro<.rd,.,rcs andcrukcn and accepted by a group uf people or communlC) 

~ w.:1- .- do1flg. dur:g:s. Ttic cnun: Yoruba peoples \J\cs .l.rt: shrouded 1n ~ena of ntcs 

cu,n:wh i bum. :narrugc, a,.J death- p. 11 S . Llke all ::he Yoruba peoples nta, 

rtJTlO!C pc rma.:,c.o ronwn un9ri, nttcn pam:ms of c-, tnb 2nd follc" ~ set ot unwnr-.:cn 

culo ~caso.l o<.:uu the Ogbomow. commuru::,:s. Four sages = obscr.d in the 

th= ~"'''"'"'"' rhcrc .re the first r.rcs, .ad then the funeral cdcbnaon. iollo·,.cd by 
~ nu r·•e .ind ,he final rite 

The Fn-n Ritt 

--,.:n::ral'. rcicrrc.: ro ..s Im Ep,,---<rec:ung the c:ffigi· or fornf:, mg rbe dng)'----!he nm 
· c1ru...[•· ncr,n, •• :m mnc from 10 pm ••;hcn u 15 d.u:L The senicr humers and the 

,c:f.s .mo,'¥ rtx h:.m~ gather at the house of the dc:ccasai. After prc~noru rlr.ic 

r = man lhc:\ oprn the ckcnsed's house and cnrcr the charms strong) room, taking 

~ ..r; -l me .:J::2.d ru:nr<Ts so,:..s who 2re l<J10"1cdgcable .bou, dte bdongmgs of 

:J:::1C nat ,. . , = ..ho h=t= bi.c ~.J.m. ThC) go chrough the charms one b)· one 2nc! 

.!J lal I LI U-- :zt122 

l'L-\TE 3: Sho"tng the long ,hoc of er.1 ~de. 

ibe ,,...,,., , •n int<Ttfuripli,,,.ry ,puorrn-ly fr- ,IH ,..,.,b 15 
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:.Ao1h \C' 1,n1h \.! lrH C'.' .i nd pu rol.)4'ic '" unc.lar. After s.onm1; om t he 

1 
\ J\1<.:l1 iu , d1-. f • rhc , t'1r rest tog.cthrr fur p~c to the dad 

P,'"' 'llm-c <l,c,,,c '" ,he bacb ·;;ud of the house. In the backyard . a 

-11, I dm ",lupeJ like• cruc,fi~ "firmly fixed into ,he ground They 

·, In , 1~nm.i · • ·h, ,. m h n l .md doth o f Ogti n) ro rhc su ck and hang most of c.hc: 

f h (" '11ht"''- drc, Lt1~ \ tl L k wnh chc: l•rc: hu nter's hunting cloth (GbCrf), using 

rhc ,·~n ,wlh -.. ff '\,"~d pa n ~ .1 s:,ouldcr bla.dc. Some o f the remaining unknown charms 

rrm.un .1 rt~1.h("fi tn rl1c d orh , and at the- rap of rhe nick rh cy pu t the: hunter's cap. Also 

,n ,\ hr-d I thf' t.l01h arc the: bo:u:!. and <i:kins oi t he w ild animals that rhe hunter had 

I 11lcJ I ··= rh,nf!. "~a.,dully placed to create the effigy of the late hunt er. Some special 

~-" ' t •, u, ~he pa.Im fron1..b are made on rhe cloth . (~,:e Pl ates 4 and 5 o n the fo l:awing 

l l1hc:r huntl'l ~ m :1rc 11a.l s of the hunrcr a rc broughr before rhc £.pa (effigy). They include 

hh hun11 ng balikc-1. o l.2.ba.}h. cutla.s~. hoes , a nd knivc:s . The child.rcn also m akr provision 

•ru r ho , J n n l-.._,. \~ua ll)' :i,chnapps), E goat, a ca1abash of w:ircr, and a par to acco mpany 

.,1,nJ L\rmpicr- ,he- r llua l rn .a tcnals. (Sec Plarc S). All senior huntc~ arc gathered a round 

the ... c-t u p ;ir .d th e l.h1cb a m orb them arc made ro pou r libation.!.. Each will ho ld a cup 

c t d 1r l1t.1 1 ,frmk s ip .1 l1rrlc and pr ... y. After the pravcr each hunrer pours rhc drinks three 

o m c-.. a t rh (" b.ise \ ) f t h e effigy 2.nd drinks from rhe rest. He then passes 11 ro another 

pcr,u n . wtrl-- the lett h2nd . who does the S2.ITl C ti ll al! of rhc:.m have prayed . 11-ic d rink is 

11 1ppc-d in 1c rn1 ine ndr .so dut 1r is nOI fini:i,hcd . Some c f rhc prayers they say arc translated 

( 1I JJ eJ t' Adlgur .. (nJmc of the deceased) 

'h>u hJ\ c go ne to jo111 rh= i nccs!ral hunters 

.!.IJ ~al. / 4 . .i Uuu .!022/ 

l ~o and res t and ~rop hun tin g 

Let vnu r Lhild n:n have pc:h ... t: .ut<l , nu t i... h11Jr 11 ,, tnldrc-n 

Let no t people die nnC' aft er rhe m her 

Fmm tod2,y stop hu nring n n c n h 

Joi n the hun!ers in he:;ivcn 

AJI rhc banlcs you faced wh1!c 011 cirrh 

A,, you arc dcJ now let them stup. 

You r ;,pa 1s made today. 

~o , do not hunr \.\-1th rhc living ag-ain 

~tart hunting w ith the dc-aJ 

As c:irly as possible- rcinca.rn;i.tc rhrough one of your c.h ilJ rcn 

Do nor allow th is cornmun iry ro scatter 

O,lid~jo, Adlgun , 

You heard what was said. go and rc.n 

Don't allow problems come amo ng your ch ildren 

Don't al low probkms come among your fam ily 

Don't allow problems come among nda lions 

Don't allow problems .::omc: among the commu ni ty 

Don't allow problems come a.mong us (humcrsJ 

Don't allow problems come :1.mong the h u n ti.:: r..' gutld 

O.laJ~jo. Adlgu n, 

Your child ren havi: prepa red your ;pa 

the quiHt : an in tn-,liscip linary q w1r1n-ly fro ·m tbr nor1i, 2 7 



:'Litt" 4 : Sho \, i n~ th e .._~Jose up sho rs ~>f ;_ra o,de.. 

Help rhcm nn c ro en ... :nunre r p rn hlcms 

Help us the li\·ing. hu11cers tn suL .. f" {"d 

I.c t us kill .1n 1ma ls a nd no t hum.m s 

You did not kill human hemg \.vhde a ltn.· 

I ,;.•t us no t turn ou r gu ns a.gain.st each o r he r 

(Sample taken ar Fajc. Ogborno.s6. Deccrnbn _, Or h. , 0 1- 1 

The hun rers addrcs.s rhc dead di recd;·. because ir is bdieYed rhar rhc dead hur. rcr ,, 

presc11r 3( the rite listening and wJ.rch ing eve rythi ng bein~ d one. Ir is. rherr~Ore. hdiC'\·cd 

lha t as they carry r:1c E.p:t inro th~ fores t, rh:: d c.:i.d hu n te r w il! fo llow rhc- rr. ro r~..::-1ve ir 

a nd so \':ill no t return again rn the comm u nity (world) fo r .1..i~· reasn n 

The Funeral Celebration 

This is referred ro is. ly(l'~ E,p~ 01.u - rhe cdebnrion of rhc Epa, fo r rhe dead ,rhe ru r. er.il 

celebr>tio n in honour of the deadl. Ir general ly fearures .4n' O,d,_ or Ari ('lg,u , - rhe 

hunters· cn rcn1inmc:nc o r bglm's cnrcrrain m c n r. This l:ISt stage o f the fu ncr.l ('c., mme:n l.'. ~ 

prccisdr ::i.t midnight. lt usu ::i.lly cakes place 1n available: open pbcc :i t che h L.i.nte r ~ ho:.i~ 

o r Jt a le.cation rhat h. ve ry d ose m [he late huntcr·s house when:: the people d. n:: a ln: ... nh 

gathered and waitin g while- the iro £.fa was going on. The space fo r rhe cdc::brat iun of rhc­

£.pa is constructed ro c re:a rc:: .1 squ;1n:- fo rm. \X' ith111 irs pcramercrs, rhe ija1'i mu:.Ktan.:. ~c• 

up the ir instrumenrs. They a.re sared along o n:: s ide of the square. w hdc rhi:: scntc r Jnd 

C hief hunte rs occup:· the fro nt side and the rest of the people (the aud1cm:d . compn :.t:.d 

of the dcceiscd 's fa mi lies, relations. neighbours, and wdl-wisht:Ts fi ll th ~ ~ nu inm g L 

sh:ipc thlt is left vac::rnr. 

The:: fj,& now co,·.:f('d in an .igbttd:i {an 'J rd in:.uy native doth o f rhe !.Hc h unrc, h 

r.be qui ,u : ar, in,n-Jisciplinnry q,,uu,nlJ.fro,,. ,M m1rtb 29 



r 
lm1111dn m11 d1l· c;r..a,<· It ·\ p11,. 11111m·d "'" thar rhr sighrl 111 c-s from it inm the pcrfo rm:rncc 

1rr~ J l'f' unohstnll tcd-\t' I :n frm11 t'( :ind m the right side of the scn inr/Cii ic f hunrcrs' 

,1·.11 ,.hnwn 111 rhL· d1a~r.m1 Orlow: 

.... ... 

·--~·-·· ·· ··· ······· ····· ........... .... ••.• .. .... 

Musicians 

Sc--nio r/C luef J !u ntt.n 

Audience 

'The affillY 

Pcrfurma..nc.c An:o 

F.ulry Poiuu 

Pf J\TE (1 : ~hawi ng rhc ,,.:r of rhe performance arena for lremOjt pcrformanct' 

30 1/4,l 14.J Ut1n<2U221 

Plate 7: Showing rhc Epilli in public now covered wirh agbdda (an ord inary clorh of 

rhe dead hunrer) 

As soon as rhe sragc is set, rhc funeral cd ebrat ion bc~ios, usually in rhe following 

u rdt:r: 

a. Opening Dana 

Ar the c;oc ial and rhe sacred performances of rhc hun ters , there is us1 1al ly ~ n incoduct10 11 

Before rhc chanrs ar.d any o ther thing happens, a solo dancer opens rhe A,m, with 

musical accomp:111imencs. This sets rhe stage for chc cvenin~·s performance. It is :1. r 

this poill[ everybody gathers and seu les, r.ot ing tha t the p rogramme has co m111ei1Ccd. 

The dancer generally goes around the space and greets the people present , pm srr.>r111 ~ 

the qui,,r: an inurduciplinary qUArterly from 1/,e north J / 



l11 mJot If hrlorr tht c-1, lrrl\' nPc~ thr n'1t2hlc/sc11/flr hu n1t'r.\ (Aght1 O,dr) . . 1nd the liumns' 

( h1. ~,1..,c-1..UII\C\ 10l<1)r L!dr.) ,, hn .in· p rrsen 1 -n, ,li 1s known as l11ihn (homage pay111g) 

111 :he: \11ruhrt \\1 Hlth1t'\\ Ii I\ htl1c"·t·d di.it homage mus1 l,r pJ1el :o 1hr hnng .111d rhr 

Jc .... J JnJ the rldcn 111u.st ht rcvcrcnlc-J before- any a, [l\ll'' i...a n he pcrlnmwd ) li t.I n,.1i f11llv. 

lh, J ,1111...-r ·h1..·n goes to cht· m1ddlt' of the pcrform:1111..t' drca anJ bcg111.) his ch nt.c. 

I;\; d;rnu ,1 ;1rts ~lo,\ ly anJ gra.Ju;11l~ gather!> momentum. )ome people llld) JUtn h,m 111 

t:tr· Jan ... ( and anyhuJy among the auJ1u1u.- whu \\1sho L,111 gn t munc} lO the dJrKcr 

,·. l:11.. h rltcy du o\\ at iwn. pa!>l c on l11~ fon . .:hc.l<J or Jrop 0 11 d1L grnunJ 111 front uf him) 

.1 ,1 ·nJrk o f appn:ua t1on. Ahn :1 ,\hdc. t)pcuall} \\ hc.:n .1111he ;>crformcn (o ther hullltr.!i. 

.,,11g .. r) . 1.. hJnttT5. 1,1u.:i1uJ I,!> ;111J lCkbr.rnD) ar1..· \Ut lcJ .rnJ rr.-3J}, t!a: J~uH .. cr lca, i:.!i d1c 

\lJt,!< :.11111JM ~ l.1pp1ng a'lJ adm1!JUo n 1rum th<' people, bu! he Jocs nu t forget lO brc:cL 

p:...vplt: .1g.11n. t:~pc ... t.tll} the cl,.kr~/scnior hunicrl as lie J ,J bdurc die LO.nmc1H.c:ment of 

b. The irem~ji Ch ants and M usic 

·-\, ,n n ;J.\ d1<.· JanLcr Jcparu, rhc chant5 be~rn. -n,c d1atHcrl Jho start w1rh iJuba a.!>king 

for ~he pcrnU\ljon!) of rhc c:ldcr· w tJkc propc1 LOrtt rol of d1t: AoOI. Il-ie homage gne~ 

hr-.i 111 rhc.- .\u prt"me P.c111g 0/odunwrt', ,he eldcn (\ccn and unseen), rhe herhal11i:t\, palic 

h1rnrcr~. proc-11 r hunters, p?lir lrr"nojr i,,11~ i;:ingc:-r1.;, .Jil·nio r ~i ngc:n, :rnd very special w11ches 

. ,JJJ "-li,trch. ( )r;c n.;tmplc of du!> homage follov.,.., : 

l -\ \ IJUJ !\i r!1c pt m o 1ub3 lo,w~. cy111 o,kunnn , 

!bj lc;wc_ ~yin obinrin. 

l~.l -~ dJ mi ()li_Orirngj. 

t" 1puk1. l be. mun. 

l ..' I ,./ / I ,)um 2022) 

< )rnll gh6 rd O ~c 11111 kilokfln 

Agbad:1 nl:i Il l wu,n Iii mu po 

i~w,·irc d11d1'1 J h ':lmu rcd~r~dc 

Lode ·o.n ·y.\a mi 

Ag11nran cludu a h'i1m11 rc,de,,;,de 

i::.r:i.n-:111 y.;~ m1 ni. 

Adie okoko dudu . . 1 b iimu re.de.re.de 

!:.ye, yia m, n, 

!:.ye, a ba pa he 

!:.ye, • b<c>~ he . 

!:.ye, a be,s~. mc:1i:i:Ji he.re.he.re. 

Aje kan C e roro 

K6 1ewu r~. dudu 

AJe, kan e c roro. 

K6 sl J<:,r.tn funfu 11 

O_r;rn aj~. onu Ay,. o dimule. 

A a kli bani tan 

Orm iJ fi gbi: 

Orin iJ fi ko . 

On11 ]y;i m, coco., n 6 ,,i: 'ba re, 

lyi 1111 loco,. 11 6 s,e ' ba re:, 

0 lepo nle, i: ITI~J~. rof~. 

Egb, ly:i m, lOtO,. n n ,_;: 'bii re, 

L,t, b lcpo ,ile, i: m~i~. role;_ 

th~ '["int: 1111 i11ur,Jiscipli11ary quar1~rly from ,Ju uor1h 33 



Efbr !ya mi 1019 . n c:\ sc 'ba re, 

1,,1, ci lcpo ri le. e m¢j~ rof~. 

Eg/,r i~ a mi tot!). n 6 s,i: 'ha rC; (Ajuwon, 1981 pp. 90-9 1) 

11 pay homage co all :ncn 

Homage co al l women 

Ho mage to my O sorn nga (witchcraft) mothers 

Pcop lt: "' ith crimson lc::.gs 

H o r warc r char can no t be hurriedly d runk 

'Who drink palm o il in a big bowl 

Black goats with heavy belly 

In rr.y mo thers' co mpound 

Big sheep wrth i,eavy prcgr. ancy 

A rc my mot hers' meat 

Black na rivc chickcrf with heavy pregnancy 

A.re m y m o thers' b irds 

Birds with o ne hand 

Bm:ls w'th one leg 

Birds w:rh bo th legs .. 

No wi rc .. h can be so fi erce 

·n,., will car a l,lack ecat 

!\Jo w ih:.h ca n be so fie: rce 

·10 ~a t ::a w hite m f':at 

·n ,c C.!St:' uf wi rches a nd big sheep is o nly known ro Lhe in itiated 

\.1 1,;,L I 4.3 (I"'"' 2 /J22) 

We don't talk • bour it 

We cho rus with :r 

\V/c sing wi th ir 

Song 

Chorw 

Lead 

Chorus 

Lead 

Chorus 

My dear mothers, I w ill salute you 

My dea r mothe rs, I will sa lu te you 

You have palm oil ar ho me bur choose to 

prepare vegetable soup wirh blood 

My dear mothers, l will salute you 

You have: palm o il at ho me Out choose to 

prepare vegerable so up wi th blood 

My dea.r mothers, I wi ll salute you 

You have palm o il a r ho me but chocse to 

prepare vegerable soup with blood 

My dear mothers , I will salute you] 

Such so ngs and cha.nts arc: also in tegral pa rr.s o f lhe hunu:rs' m usic. ijd/d is esse ntiall y 

a verbal arr. It thrives in poetry/ch an rs peculiar to the hunters and d istinct fro m other 

fo rms of Yorub:i poetries and chan ts. 

c. The D isplay of the Charms 

During ir;m~ji performance, the d isplay of charms ca.kes place. H umers genera lly acco rd 

themselves the prestige of being the greatest custod ians of charms in Yo ruba land . ·n,cy 

proudly say, according ro C hief Ogunl eki:, "ka m:i pur~. o,de, 16 loogun" (witho u1 lying 

hu rners a re rhe owners of charms). ·n,e charms arc needed for pro tection against spirils, 

the quint : an interdiscipli1111ry quartrrly from the 11or1b 35 
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\ran tmm du· shnr ... A1Lkmg nu,,·c..,,::nts of o ne of the legs. one leg at times mar 

ukt. a n1sta.1nc-d cU.horatc '-liclc outwards. movmg the dancer suddenly from ant spo t to 

•nothr-, Tht!t ....an be rcpc:aced £"\100 ~ chrtt rimes or more. taking the ddnccr -.iround the 

Jan1..mt arena I\ return via che other leg may folio" or the d:rn1.."Cr 111ay simply go 111to 

.inochc· mQ\rt:m~m c.nti.rd)'. When chc leg 1s not leading the mo,•c.mc-nt. chr: shoulder docs. 

1hc- dance w.lterna.tcs bctwttn strong and sustamcJ ;\i..."t.ions. being inJh::au,,t" of l>gun·s 

,umct1m~ vie.km •r.d so,,crimcs gentle nature. Th e shoulJ crs arr jerked forward anJ 

At nmes the dancer hops aroun~ and rakes man)' suddc.n turns in 1ny <lirc-ction 

v..1thouc noCICC '\('hen in native J~ like the Agb.idi. chc JJr,ccr uses cht:" doth :is an 

t,tcn.s1on ot h:mself ), b held and thrown about during rhc: course of chc Janee. ·n1c 

J~nccr·~ hc--.ad b ori:c.n sra.blc. only follm-. i11g the bot.iy whcrevc:r it goes but gcncrJll)' 

nur 1n111.a.ti;ig any of rhc movcm::--nr ·n1c dancer relates to whatc:Vt'r prop he is holding 

.-.hcthcr It ls the ~p3nl - thr Ay whisk. cud.lSS. o r the gun, :is the cast" n--.ay be. 

3cco.nd Rite 

Tht< ,, th< rirc called Om £,pi, (rhe rite of £;ii). Ir is mcanr to determine who carries ,he 

t:.;• ,nd "' whiLh location These decisions an: made by the casting of kolanuts (obi). 

The nrc- u.suall\.' commences :ii.I 3.00 :un. The cha.nung, singing, dancing, 2nd drumming 

1 h.J.lri:-d. E\CI) perso n present. adul, and child, LS cornmandcd tO be awake a.nd alert. 

ihc i_ef•ad.i <' n rhe £,pll i, removed "'n:veal "as ir was in rhc backyard. People rhcn Jn: 

rn1ui rcJ. rn mJke- .. prw\'C'r re-quest."'" with any :..mount of r.-10ney and drop bcfo~ rht: E,pn. 

1 i-.c11~, cd thJr Lhedr::td hunm (who IS prc:seat and transitioning ro rhc world bero ndl 

'I. 1 r ,h~ir rcqu~ (\ w 1hC' .t.ppropn.itc:: qu.utcrs. OuL'\Undi11g .lnd g r("J.t Jcuunds an: 

J~ \of l o J '.fun, 2022) 

c:..~rcd w hc- nude .lt thts umc. 1:or o.tmpl,:. t°'~Hrcn '"'nh·n .\f'r ~·nu1u1~N t ,. : 

this opponuniry ro .1sk for., ~.1~w .1nd rhu."(" ,, hl•'-t.· nurn.l~t."!<- .u'C"' nn, -.h"l1t\r, ,,, \I ,. l' "\... 

for pe3,lT in their homes. 

l11c senior mcmbt"'n,tnd Chu:&..,monf:. ch~ huntrn: then ~:1th~r mu1,J th~· tr:\. n·n• ." n :: 

chc.ir shoes .tnd commandin~ cvt".n-om: c1se tu Lk1 St).-\ N,"I L'I. ,, .ttn , .. p1 t,,t,k d .tn ,\ 

111s iJC' It :l b itter kol.l to~~ .1.n<l .;. kol.t (Ill{ .l.rt'. rLu.'t.-J ~\J lllt' l,i tht" \\ .m:r t:- :,r r1nk • .._I 

lln the Hoor l'l front of the J;,r,.~. am.l usmg th:- kol,1 nut. th~ Jn ,n'C'no b~m w ,bk th. 

£.p.i whom he w·:1.nlS robe: his l::lrrkr: 

0 .1:id~jo. Adi~un. 

Your childn:n = demwding that you srop humm~ in this wnrlJ 

And rhey h»i: done all n=ssary rin:s 

Now. who do you wam m c.1rry your Ep.1 .un i"n':=, thc·u~ 

Ht':n:. the kob nur is broken into fuur p=irts .1nd wcJ to .1sk the q'!.tt':Stion .1.s th n ~"1!,tn h ' 

mcmion the:: n1mes of the children one:: by ant :is fullows: 

ls it OgU.nnirt r ou \\'"..lilt to carry )'OU t\l }UUT JestinuthJ.n~ 

lhe broken kola nut i.s thrown on the rloor .md obs.~ncti. Th~ .llh\\l:l 1, 

o f thc:m Jrc fuce dow n and the ocher rw(' fuce up. \\'hen tht- .~n~" ~r 1, .. 1m . cth· ... tn,.: 

process is repe:ueJ. mcntionin~ another n.unc. This Jh in.1t1\"ln pn'h.."n.., ........ u , \' R"l.._._--:-1.~ .l, 

.\S ,h, gr.mdchildr.-n " hil, th< c:isring. of the kol.i nur at\inns " h,, t, "'h, th, __.11 
_. 1 

\"'<'hen th.: C-..\rrtc-r is 1..-on finned. tht pro ..... ---r.ss of lSktng. ,, hi.:h \\)C.llhl \\ ,, r J~,tll\.lt hlll .h1.· 

hunter \\Ould like to he ta.kt:-n ,o ~t bt-g.rn~ ... l, \C \ f,ur b nl\ .1: \d.Un , .. , u '' ~Hn t., \ ...,t 

Oifft~IH pl..h .. 'CS J.r- 11.tc=ntioned unul om: b -.: .. ,ntlrnlai \n\ni - ' lJ\ ·\ _ 
. . nJ • \ , lf\-. \ ' ~ lt\f\ 11\.,. ._ 
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