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THE UNRESOLVED MINORITY QUESTION IN AN
ELECTIONEERING SOCIETY: THE
IGBOMINA DILEMMA

Aboyeji, Adeniyi Justus, PhD

Abstract

The thesis of this paper bothers on the dilemma of the
Igbomina people and the yet—to-be—resolved lingering
minority question, within the electioneering society she
finds herself. The long siege on the political will of the
marginalised minority peoples, particularly Igbomina,
should not be misconstrued as a resort to fate; but a
“muted brouhaha” or at best, a bottled explosive! Or is
it not a fool that loves his chains even if ornamented
with gold? Only timid men prefer the calm of despotism
to the boisterous sea of liberty. The paper adopts the
historical, narrative and multi-disciplinary approach,
with a combination of primary and secondary sources
of data collection. The findings in this study point to the
fact that despite the myriads of accolades, following the
2015 General Elections, much is yet left to be desired,
particularly by the aggrieved minority who seem not to
be getting the best from the electioneering society. The
paper concludes that the micro-revolution experienced
during the 2015 General Elections, which came as a rude
shock to the political power brokers, might just be the
beginning of a Macro-revolution, from the minority and
unjustly “schismised’ people. This paper, on one hand,
recommends an urgent attention from a responsive
government to the plight of the marginalised minority
groups in Nigeria. On the other hand, it challenges the
Igbomina and other minority groups to be more spirited
in their pursuit of the ideology of the “effacement of
man’s inhumanity to man”; for there the victory lies!

Keywords: Igbomina, electioneering, schismised, minority

question, dilemma.
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as reported by the media, failure
me places and the lingering and
sues, among other things, leave much

more to be desired. Hence, although the much-awaited 2015
Nigerian General Elections have come and gone and have been
won and lost, yet, some echoes of the exercise are still resonating.
Lince elections have been described as ‘the hallmark of
democracy” as well as ‘the heart of the démocratic order’®, a
succinct discourse of the evolution and development of

[lomocracy is deemed necessary.

llvolution of Democracy

Democracy was an entirely un
povernance to the entire world till around 500 BC. It was

undoubtedly one of the most important political discoveries and
w0, final outcome of constitutional experimentations consequent
upon the governmental crises and political irregularities
X perienced in the Greek Peninsula. At first, the Greek city-states
adopted Monarchy, where one person ruled. However, following
{he unrelenting clamour by people for a fair share in government,
the kings were expelled around 700 BC. Monarchy, thus gave
way for Aristocracy, where a few people (of the wealthy noble
families) ruled. Meanwhile, the system soon became abandoned
2 the poorer members of the society felt often ill-treated Hence,
they reverted, once more, to a one-man rule. That man was called
a Tyrant. The Tyrant, at the outset, was a good man, well-loved
by his people as he did much to improve and better their lot. He
was particularly helpful to the poorer classes in the ousting of
(he selfish nobles. But the tyrant also soon became as cruel and
oppressive as the nobles they had criticised and repelled. This
act might have given expression to our contemporary
understanding of ‘tyrant’ or ‘tyranny’. They were consequently
sverthrown too; and in the long run, further constitutional
experimentation gave a trial to a governmental style known as
Democracy, where all the people ruled.” Tt should be noted,
however, that suffrage was not enjoyed by all and sundry in the
sonse of it then as slaves, women and many were not part of the

decision making body known as the Assembly.

known concept and style of
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= IA)/Iemocr]acy(coTtrasts with other forms of government, su¢
onarchy (rule by one man: kin ,
. : g, queen, or emperot),
Sézgglz;rzllgj (1;u1ect1))1; a few persons), Aristocracy (rule by a prix}:ileg@'
ss) and Despotism (absolute rule b i ity)
; : : y a single personality)
tOI: Lt?zctatorslzzp, go.mg.by modern parlance. Apa%t flim thea: ;a :
tha Zome of these institutions fashioned by the Greeks, especiall
5 e sslembly, were replicated in later democracies, the idea
Sca.vet-a so greatly inspired later philosophers and politicaf
tOlenﬂlsts to understudy hpw democracies actually operate and
reflect on the preferability of democracy to other forms of
go(xirerpment. Democracy thus, came as the third and mosf |
nduréng of the trio of governance styles experimented upon: ]
::101- ; g}e)rtsd by thfzi Old Greek City-states, notably Athens. The
, democracy draws its etymology from the Greek .
dem.os ( 'people”) and kratos (“rule”) in the mid-5th centurlolg(és
Whr}ch literally means “rule by the people” .3 T
il he evolunqn of Western Democracy began with the first
o 9usd r_eevolutlon against Royal Absolutism in England, which
POIailtI;e : its cz;pogele with the execution of King Charles I i,n 1642
cal and revolutionary actions against autocrati |
1 . atic Euro
governments culminated into the establishment of Repubfii:;:
goverflrgeqts, ‘some (?f which, though still largely autocratic
Bfiili':he V\{l::h increasing tendencies towards democracies Since’
politics was then the greatest sin i .
1 pC gle influence on the
organisation of world democracies, a re i i
’ tative legislatu
modelled upon the British, f & i "
modell 1 , for the most part, be
Xlstltu.tlo,nahsed. The_ eventual success of the Uiited StaE:an;
merica’s democratic institutions has today constituted
alternative model for many.’ i T
Following the worldwide crus
ollo ade for democratisation b
}C)Zapltahst world led by the USA, by and large, democrac;’ 1:2:
Aecon}e fhe norm.f(.)r a large chunk of the globe. Even though
W;r;ebr:;:ra;l s ecctenftx:1c1ty about the global democratisation crusade
e out of ingenuity'?, the larger chunk of the
, world
’(t)}}l)elgtes one fqrm democracy or the other. While some fo;llgx
e Classical direct model of the Greeks, meaning ‘the rule of

the people’, for the most part, the indirect style of Western
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(epresentative democracy is the realistic model. Most parts of

Africa fell for the Capitalist bait having been bitten by the bug
ol the campaign for democratisation, following harrowing years
of military rule. For Nigeria, this came on 29th May, 1999 among
imuch pomp and pageantry. This extravagant kick-off is reputed
15 the most extravagant hand-over the world ever witnessed."
Over the years, Nigeria's democracy has been described
differently. While at its nascent stage, it was rightly prefixed as
nascent'?, some saw itas a pseudo-democracy.'l3 In his own case,
Abati dubbed it as ‘flawed-democracy’* while Onyibe chose to
describe it as nothing but ‘legitimised despotism’."® Although
many of these appear rather derogatory, they undeniably probed
into the democratic content and extent of our democratic tenet.
Or to make it more rhetorical, “How democratic is our
democracy?” Although democracy, undoubtedly, is a Capitalist
agenda, for many, the Nigerian style is nothing but a mockery
of the ideal democracy which was defined by Abraham Lincoln
as ‘the government of the people, by the people and for the
people’.!® It is notable, at this juncture, that the last phrase, ‘for
the people’ obviously portrays the paradigm shift from the
Classical model to the Representative framework, of course,
necessitated by the ever-increasing explosive population and size
of our societies today."”

The Place of Elections in an Electioneering Society

With the representative democracy came the challenge of and
need for choosing such representatives in a way acceptable to
people. Plausibly, it was this exigency that birthed the concept
of election and launched mankind into an electioneering society.
Although the Electoral process had been in use in the Ancient
Greek peninsula, particularly Athens, as well as in Rome and in
the selection of Popes and Holy Roman Emperors, the modern
form of elections could only be traced from the 1600s, with the
emergence of representative governments across Europe and
North America. Etymologically, the word election itself is derived
from the Latin verb legere, meaning “to choose.... Elections are
the process through which citizens choose who will represent
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them in government or what will be done about a particulai

issue”.'® Essentially therefore, alternatives are the essence of
elections. It is the acceptable procedure for choosing for a public

position by voting. It is the means by which the people choose
and exercise some degree of control over their representatives,
It is also the action or an instance of choosing by vote one or
more of the candidates for a position especially for a political
office.” Olaniyi also sees it as “the essential ingredient of
transitory process from one civilian administration to another...it
is incomprehensible in contemporary times to think of democracy
without linking it to the idea and practice of elections.”2
Bye and large therefore, much of our societies today, have
become largely electioneering. Nigeria is an electioneering society
where elections empower the electorates to choose leaders and
to hold them accountable for their stewardship in office. The
necessity of elected officers to acquiesce to periodic elections is
an essential element of democracy. Elections educate the general
public, making government more responsive and accountable
to the electorate. Apart from conferring legitimacy, which
demonstrates the transfer of governmental authority from the
electorate to the elected representatives, elections constitute the
means of political participation in an electioneering (i.e.
democratic) society.2
For the Igbomina and other minority groups, to enjoy a sense
of belonging in the electioneering society they find themselves,
those who wield power through the mandate of the electorate
which of course includes of the minority groups, need to
.demonstrate their responsiveness and accountability to the
aspirations of the governed. Despite the reported long-term
decline in the turn-out of national elections in western
democracies since the 1970s%, in a society with growing political
consciousness such as ours and where elections are competitive,
issues of importance to voters need not only be given wide public
discussion but sombre attention. Since the inclusion of elective
principles in the 1922/23 Constitution by Sir Hugh Clifford,
elections had been introduced into the Nigerian political scene
as a means of filling political positions.

5 87
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Before the advent of the Fulanis, the powerful [northern]
Igbomina sub-tribe ... virtually occupied some of hundred of
a square miles reaching from the southern Nigeria border on
the south of the Yagba Districts, on the east, and to within a

few miles of Ilorin on the nort 2

I'he Unresolved/Lingering Minority Question
I'he Igbomina have claimed a history of oneness and indivisibility
prior to their misclassification by the British to Northern Nigeria
1 the historic 1906 Micro-amalgamation. This geo-political
\berration of misclassification of the Igbomina by the British,
with the people they shared no community tongue, culture and
origin with, such as the Baribas, Nupes and Fulanis has resulted
into the infiltration and adulteration of history and cultural
anthropology of the Yoruba nation. Ever since then, the people
have been subjected to a second class status on their own native
land. This continued until Lugard eventually sailed through with
his Amalgamation ploy in 1914. Calling for the restructuring of
Nigeria, the Igbomina argue that the 1914 British amalgamation
of Nigeria was nothing buta fraud.® From his own perspective,
however, Akinwumi traces the origin of the minority issue to
{he colonial period when regionalism was institutionalised in
Nigeria. The three Regions created in 1939 thus became
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dominated j i
by the three major ethnic groups in the country
¥

Map of Nigeria showing the Three Major Ethnic Groups in Nigeria

The Ti K : SEhp
L dee?aal\i/\; ;t};rgliosto.ccl; 151 Nigeria has equally alleged Nigeria‘s
psidedness. Under the auspi ) j
: ] pices of the Jja
ii?ecﬁltal Congress, the embittered Ijaw recently decried ]tl‘:e’
S o?rtrl?ngerpent of Itlt;(j Nigerian society, which is tilted in
e majority ethnic nationalities. In thei
present arrangement of the state d : e
se i oes not create adequate socio-
F(,Oltl}t:;ilea:;c} €conomic space for the minority ethnic r?aﬁonalict;zs
A 5 In an attempt to address this waggi
. e. al : gging problem
inequalities arising from the lopsidedness and arbitgralzies in sta(t)i

creation, the Movement for Unificati
cati - -
: State, has argued it this way: on and Creation of Igbomina

h ,
a:gl;(t)sc aflrggl 1906 totdate on exercises for creation of states
ernment areas have also shown lopsi
arbitrariness by successiv ili i

. e military administrati
creations have never addres i i
' sed the issue of political
- - a
zstonomlc domination, strange bed fellopwship a?lzll
s ;;?egegffnt tfrom ihe cultural and linguistic origin of the
¢ ortunately, these issues have be i
: come a natio
question and an albatross plaguing the development of ?l:'
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country. As a point of fact, it has resulted into what is called a
“Minority Question” begging for an answer.*

(e Movement even became rather more vociferous in its
Aiscourse as it argued that the Jonathan-led administration has
withessed more violence than any other due to the aforesaid
unresolved issue of MINORITY QUESTION. Such crises include,
{lhough not limited to the Boko-Haram insurgency basically in
(1o north, herdsmen menaces, particularly in the south and
Lidnapping all over. It is rather unfair and unwholesome that
culturally knitted sub-ethnic groups were and remain divided
along state and even international borders; a scheme which has
hitherto made such apparently unfortunate groups perpetual
minority groups subjected to servitude in their states. The
Movement for Unification and Creation of Igbomina State,
itemised the following:
|, Igbomina people divided between Kwara and Osun States
ii, Awori people divided between Ogun and Lagos States

iii. Nupe people divided between Niger and Kwara States

\v. Idoma people divided between Benue and Anambra States
v. Okun people divided between Kogi, Ekiti and Ondo States
vi. Ekiti people divided between Ekiti and Kwara States
vii. Tjebu people divided between Lagos and Ogun States”

What is the rationale for divorcing these groups proven to be
kith and kin? Kwara State comprises of people with diverse
historical and cultural identities coerced together by a
combination of arms, political oppression, religion, threat of
violence and intimidation in an unholy matrimony. A proper
analysis of the composition of Kwara State reveals the
heterogeneity and their nostalgia for re-unification with their
kith and kin, outside Kwara. While the Fulani look up to
Gwandu, as their ancestral home, the Nupe people are mainly
concentrated in Niger State. The Baruten and Kaiama in Kwara
North look up to their homeland in the Republic of Benin. Rather
{han Kwara, obviously they would have been more at home in
Kebbi or Sokoto State in Nigeria. The Jebba and Shao people
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look up to Oyo as their origi j
in Kwara South refer to }g:rtlj,l lg)zlnge ]JEUFg gl
ancestral homes.* FEbe et
P i
gradleoi rtcl)lg dilemma pf these schismised peoples is that of (I
2 instance&}(:n of their culture and identity. The Igbomi |
i direcéi ave a problem of identity and the dilemn"m
bk s - on‘ to look when it comes to aspiring for nalions
. CannoltCZS’ in the name of either Yoruba or Northere:
b i :ﬁlre for any position allotted for the Yoru ¥
il ey would be regarded as ‘Northerners’. Yu
e ey aspire for that which is meant for the Not‘ I
s gsurznt lra:geun, they would be treated as Yoruba, It |
people’histo o at the larggr bulk of the Igbomina lana and
Bope StOCkrlsVa ly and unanimously agreed to be a part of ﬂ
i i) eleNV\'rror}gI'y ceded and cut off from their killy
i o Cerln ligeria m.th'e arbitrary boundary delineaﬂéﬂ' '
SR Noit(;lr;arll AIczlml.rustratign and politically merged\
e Mo itnts: egion, since the 1906 micro.
Indeed, throughout the 20t ¢ i
¥ : entury, and till dat i
Stzz;k;zeﬁe%};lveé rpf;ct;a;llarly Igfbomina monarchse,;)rln.gneul?l:?l
5 : e e.aps of demands to bo |
zﬂfoﬁ(;s;gilonrlﬁl e‘ac!mlmstrations to be recons:ihtuttgfi Ci?’llto()n:'i
documenteds‘ ;lv1s1on' or Province. A few of these werv I
s beinm the ar.ch.lves, l?ut only ended in the trash-can n: |
e % u.nreahstu:”bl}t Impracticable. Some described ’the
e Dre}lzni ITA}:da dlsgruntled minority of Igbomina” "
pigE Com.rn. deyemi, the present monarch of Oke-Ab.ll
e v noge ’unlty .dld'extensive and impressive work or;
ol PR 35_ 1e9r552 ”tP;le51s titled: “Protests and Agitations in‘
oo post_c,olonj : > The Igbomina, throughout the colonial
e arlCa tep(;l(;h-s never relented efforts in demonstratin

S demair:i iy et}c: this 1H-fe}ted pattern of political arrangemeng
s e Irm eI}igbomma State is an on-going struggle tc;
iy e—log na have vowed not to rest on their oars ux’ﬂ'il
ge-long request in granted. Igbomina, as it is today, could

]
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perhaps, be best described as a British “artificial aberration”.
Al as noted in an archival document: “The fact is, Ilorin is not
nlitled to any Igbonina village except by virtue of old wars, and in
Wy view, it is our duty to sort the tribes out and keep them
wparate.
If the alien colonial authorities could realise this but did
nothing to right this wrong, the post-colonial governments by
i own people who are expected to havea good sense of history
and tradition ought to have realised that it must have been a
Lorious blunder that these people are still in Northern Nigeria.®
This paper regrets the unwillingness and/or inability of
Luccossive administrations in Nigeria, from the colonial to post-
independence, to accede to the untiring demands of the
iminorities, particularly the Igbomina, who had sacrificed their
solf-determination for the self-determination of Nigeria as a
\overeign nation, to be re-united in homogenous political entity
with their kith and kin. It started with the various 1893 boundary
lclineation exercises between the North and South under
(aptain R. Bower up to the 1914 mega Amalgamation, the 1950
(ovisit of the matter by the Egbe Ibile Yoruba, the resolution of
which was forwarded to Sir John Stuarh Macpherson, the
(olonial Governor who pledged to address the lingering issue
al the 1951 Legislative Council meeting.

By 1957, the minority problem had become so wild that the
colonial government could no longer silence it. The minority
lusue was revisited in the 1957 Constitutional Conference in
| ondon. There, a Minority Commission of Enquiry, headed by
5ir Henry Willinck, was set up to ascertain the facts about the
(oars of minorities and to propose means of allaying those fears.
['he report of the Commission, published on 18" August, 1958
was favourable but had to be suspended to allow for the
altainment of Nigeria’s independence.*

Although various platforms and fora, including the recent
National Confab, had been exploited hitherto for the purpose of
(ighting for her liberty and self-determination in a bid to
correcting this aberration, for the Igbomina, the time has come
when that distorted history must be corrected! Oyedepo strongly

holieves that if, today, nostalgia for ancestral origin is allowed
o grow into political belief and action, the ethnic war of Jos

752



394 NIGERIA POLICE ACADEMY JOURNAL OF HUMANITIES VOL.2 NO. 1

Pllf)teau type would be imminent in Kwara. And if varls

gss :g act(i)(r)lrslcmu??le.sses in Kwara achieve the freedom of polili
or affiliation, the fizzling out i

Kwara would be a certainty.® ; -

"}ghe Bglkanisation of Igbominaland
; \{)er since this ill-fated schism, or better still, balkanisalion
f orlnlna Reople bgtween the North and South in the [91
% Iigzv Igla:;e}?o; of. N1§1;\613ria, which resulted into what is t(.)dl;
gbomina North” and ‘Igbomina South’
. . . 7 the ;
ﬂi‘i}? ;aetirrcl)amtledbpamstakmg and undaunted in their ques l}};cr’l:
n. Igbomina delegates in the 2014 Nati ' '
. : onal Conl
;it;slci;fed the Fulani hegempny on Igbomina, Ekiti and Ib:::or :l‘
e ldogler-—the same position which was acknowledged and
pTc:I:1 d by the 1.mper1a1 overlords, except Luggard.* |
il is S}t:'ldy is therefore an extrapolation of the interpla
peopleeercl lisgoEy l?nd the esoteric law of cause and effect onl the
alled Igbomina. The Igbomina have had
. to suffer the
consequences of their past. Afolayan r i
ques : led that, in the pr
colonial times, the Igbomina w e ee vt
- s, ere truncated into three ;
sectional entities: the south-western e
: der the Fulani '
its headquarters at Ilorin; the n AR Ao i
. ; orth-eastern sect und
Fulani based at Lafiagi; i reioy i
: gi; and the south-eastern Ila gro i
frecarlously remair}ed under Ibadan influence. %.ocgf’awg‘l\i‘
r:g;g(s;r‘l,tanves or DlS;I‘iCt Heads assumed different titles 11% thet: '
e provinces.” While the Ibadan agents in th v
were called “Ajele” or Baba-kekere,* e Latiantr i A
\ ,*% those of the Lafiagi Provin
: ce
:31;11851:?5’]21;76 9de ”and' Orq;Ago, Igbaja Yoruba Dis%ricts were
- aba” or Maiyaki”. The Fulani representatives in tl
rrIl)u—Isanlu District were known as “Ajia”.> i
Whoe;}::r};s,t;;ost hal[pfalllling of all was the fact that the British
ught to have come to initiate )
succeeded in strengthenin i ol
g their fetters and consolidati
powers and authorities of the overlo bl
: . rds of the Igbomina. Thi
;{vslsep:;:tcetgfljly ?}clhlgg?d through the Lagardian s%yle of Ifl;iir}elg
_ em in the 20% century, which was rooted i iti
parsimoniousness and tight-fistedness, among other :rrxll}?(:;ltllss "
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The danger of unresolved minority problem in the country
L ould be very grave. The Tiv riot, a lingering minority issue, in
I First Republic contributed to the collapse of that Republic.
Major Gideon Orkar’s unsuccessful military junta of April 22nd
1090 was another minority outburst. The recent upheavals in
(he Niger Delta region also form part of the country’s minority
(|uestions begging for answers. Lingering unresolved minority
\ysues, such as Igbomina’s are political time bombs waiting to
oxplode. If left to linger longer than this, minority issues are
capable of setting our dear country, Nigeria ablaze.®® Our leaders

are warned!

(‘onclusion
At this juncture, it becomes plausible to note that the colonial

socession treaties with the British authorities have lapsed.
| awyers, towards the end of Nigeria’s centenary, legally
interpreted the amalgamation document that birthed Nigeria in
1014 as a lease with a life-span of ninety-nine years, expiring in
2014.6' Consequently, the need to initiate the process of re-
negotiating the basis for their co-existence with other nationalities
becomes pertinent. From the fore-going analysis and discourse,
unless bold and pragmatic steps are taken to address the
unresolved lingering issues within the Nigerian polity, the micro-
revolution experienced during the 2015 General Elections, which
came as a rude shock to the political power brokers, might just
be the beginning of a Macro-revolution, from the disgruntled
minority and unjustly ‘schismised’ people. It is the contention
of the Igbomina people that the Buhari-led administration
proffers the long awaited answer to the yet unanswered Minority
Question in Nigeria for relative peace to prevail. More
importantly, these ‘schismised’ people will begin to feel the
impact of the sacrifice and suffering for their electioneering

society, called NIGERIA.

Recommendations
i. This paper recommends an urgent attention to the plight of
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the marginalis inori i igeri

responSi‘slge govef:mg:}OIIty groups in Nigeria from
The paper re-echoes and recommends a painstalki |
;:voi’r'lmder.atlon 'ax'ld implementation of the resolution‘s ol t
: bm sc?c1o-p011t1cal associations that provide synergy for {
gbomina globally, as presented in the 2014 National Conl

under the auspices of the M
- ovement ificati
Creation of Igbomina State, viz: for Unificaliiy

ii.

: CT)}slat bSounda}ry adjustment be effected between Kwara a
- ;,u;( - rtigaas I1{1& f'avour of the unification of Igbomina peap
. :
e gion or South West Geographical Zone, as (I
. That in the event of state creati
eation, the Igbomina 2
1I<<Wa1‘a and Osun states be constituted i;glto a polirt)iice)l};k i
Trﬁozv?l a? and called IGBOMINA STATE 3
at the Igbomina people will su :
pport any presentation thalt
fivlzurg the merger of Kwara Igbomina, I}évsara Ek?tiogg::lg
i ogi or any .Yoruba stock in the North that wi’llin ly
thgresses the wish to be merged with their kith and kin i
proposed Yoruba region or South West Geopolitical Z

as the case may be. P

That the Igbomina i i

people wholly identify with the aspirati
9§/ the Yoruba nation as contained inya documaesl?tn?ittllc()::l.
oruba Contribution to the National Conference 2014”.% ;
iii. tllfﬁtsh; :gtren;le 1z;lternative becomes the only plausible way
j er challenges the “powerful” Igbomi ’
: gbomina and ,

minority groups to be more spirited in their pursuit gftl;l?;

ideology of the “effacem :
ent of man’ - p
for there the victory lies! n's dnhumanityi ey 4
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UNDERSTANDING TERRORISM FOR WHAT IT IS: A
{'ASE OF BOKO HARAM IN NORTH EASTERN NIGERIA

Shittu, A. Kassim

= Abstract

Terrorism over the years has become a worrisome
global phenomenon and threat to both local and
international peace and security. Scholars of the
different backgrounds have advanced explanations on
the causes and the implications of terrorism. Solutions
that are mainly military in nature are often applied in
tackling terrorism with relative successes. However,
terrorism and its consequences defied military
solutions only, even though it is necessary and
important in providing immediate ease and slowed
down their activities. The experience in Nigeria's war
against Boko Haram is apt. The damages and
disruptions caused by the Boko Haram group points
to the fact that, military solution is far from adequate
in tackling the menace of Boko Harani. This paper seeks
to advocate for a paradigm shift in dealing with
terrorism and other threats to internal security
through proactive measures and the addressing of root
causes: poverty, unemployment, ignorance, illiteracy,
corruption identified as causes all hinged on bad
governance, dirty politics, weak institutions and poor
national consciousness from leaders and the citizens.
For a country richly endowed, poverty and
underdevelopment in Nigeria is a product of bad
governance and greed from leaders and the political
class. This paper reviewed secondary data and
analysed extensively the content of other similar
articles. 1t is the conclusion of this paper that good
governance is necessary in tackling insurgency and
related security threats bedeviling the country.
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