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Abstract
Although a lot of studies have been carried out on the activities of

women in the Nigeria political sphere, there is the need to even do more
as new data continue to emerge to supplement the existing ones.
Applying the primary and secondary source materials, this article
examined the levels of women involvement in the Nigeria government
and politics since pre 1900 and found that the extent of their
involvement, particularly, between 1960 and 1999, was very
disheartening and unfruitfully low. This paper also brings to the fore the
forces of insincerity on the part of the men, who remain the major stake-
holders, and how these forces could be effectively tackled to ensure an
increased level of politico-governmental empowerment of women in
Nigeria. Significantly, it also underpinned that the several attempts by
some stakeholders in the political terrain to assign politico-
administrative responsibilities to women with a view to bringing them
into the mainstream of political activities was largely unsuccessful.
Although, admittedly, women like Sarah Jubril, Okonjo Iweala, Dora
Akunyili, Obi Ezekwesili and so on, have made their marks, within their
limited power and influence, by breaking into the centre of
governmental affairs,their efforts have only warranted scant attention as
they have not made much resounding impact in their respective spheres.
The paper concluded that the insincerity of the main stakeholders, who
had generally treated women with disdain in their empowerment
programmes within the politico-economic environment, was responsible
for ebb and flow that characterized the Nigerian woman’s involvement
in politico-governmental affairs.
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Th'eor'etical Perspectives on the Study of Women

This discourse on women, particularly, Nigerian women participation in
governmcnt/pohtics is examined from various theoretical angles. This is
because previous methodologies, which were challenged in the 1980s
and 1990s, have helped in rebutting some of the prejudicial notions
a?ou‘; women.Although literature has expanded rapidly since the work
1(: Sxmon§ de. Equalvoir (1952) generated theoretical controversies

etwe'en b}ologlcal and cultural explanations of women’s subordination
Lher; ;s still no consensus on appropriate theory and methodology. Thé
b;et hirzr Vilgrell;lni':g;rel etIIll'eory and methodology has been more greatly felt
The best known of the modern perspectives on the study of women is
the 'stru'ctural functionalism theory, which was developed by a most
d1st1ngu1sh§d sociologist, Talcott Parsons.! He looks at the family as a
system on 1.ts own and submits that the social division of labour within
the family is functional not only for itself, but most especially, for the
type of .occupational structure dominant in the society. The con::ern has
begn with the processes and functions within social systems of action
which must be performed if the systems are to survive. The processes’
and_ functions, which Parsons referred to as the functional imperatives of
social systems, are adaptation, goal attainment, integration and tension
management or pattern maintenance. The Parsonian perspective of the
division gf labour assigns primary responsibility for the adaptation and
goal attainment functions of the family to the husband- father- the
1nstmm§ntal leader’, whereas the integration within the family and the
community and pattern maintenance functions is apportioned to the
wife-mother-‘the expressive leader’.

o In the Marxist thought, Marx and Engels predicted that the
abolition of the system of capitalism would bring with it the elimination
of the community of women springing from the system of prostitution
both public and private.” It is important to note, as some feminists have
come Fo realize, that Marx was not interested in women. He was
pnrpar%ly concerned with the role categories of proletariats and
capitalists, and this fact is responsible for his failure to deal with gender-
based forms. g

ander inequality remains a fundamental global issue. Women
cannot claim to have equal access as the men to decision-making
structl_lres., processes and institutions that affect their lives. This is most
apposite in a democratic environment where women are often called
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upon to play vital roles in the struggle for ‘freedom, chi\ngeh ar;iil
democracy”, though the proceeds from the battl.e are rarely shar t
equally How’ever, women movement developed sigmﬁcantly in mos
western countries in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Background to Women Participation in Politics in Nigeria: Pre-
lonial and Colonial Accounts . . '
’(I;Srning towards the distant past, it is noticeable tt;at exglmtsdpgfggl:ﬁ
in Nigeria legends and his
by women are a preponderant fcat‘ure‘ in ria | :
tr}z;ditions. In fact, women’s exploits in the ngerl.au:1 solcrzllo-}c;ultu;al1 ae;lrtid
ili dates the colonial period. aus ;
bl sy mlh'e'u P lod migrati d even conquered kingdoms.
women founded cities, led migrations an -
i i f celebrated ancestress who
hai groups still remember the names o :
Sgsgrrf\edgthegl. In Katsina, Queen Amina became famous during glﬁe
%rst half of the fifteenth century through her ]:vxfliespread ;(t)ir;c;ue;setcséiveg
i ilt many :
tended her influence as far as the Nupe, u '
fr);beulies from powerful chiefs, and is still held to have been responsible
A
introducing kolanut to the region. : ' _
e In maiy of the traditions concerning th(‘a ff)undmg of kmgdorgls,
there is a constantly recurring theme with \éanatlons of ?OW;E?;’ sh:
hief, who married a stranger
queen or daughter of a chief, . ' Sl i
insigni ted in her. There was
handed over the insignia of power inves : s s
i jjida, the progenitor of the Hausa kings.
of Daura, who married Bayajjida, _ i
’ i lates that at an unspecifie
The often told Hausa legend of origin re :
in the remote past, one Bayajjida, wh'o6 fled from Baghdad to Kanem
married the daughter of the Mai. ;
i The Yoruba system of groups was partly due to the existence ct)i
big towns and its objectives are mutual aid, defense of cgmr;lo:r;ntzﬁse 4
izati The Oyo association
and the organization of markets. ) o
§ ; ] ’ being the title of the leader ;
Egbelyalode’, the ‘Iyalode 3 der of (hese
iati i the political authorities.
ciations, which were consulted by .
a};csz(l)oa'e of Ibadan, for instance, was a member of the council of state
to 1914 _ .
o, Generally speaking, women in Africa }}ad tenc?ecii' to éorn}rll
groups for the purpose of carrying out their varlogsdacEVHwE. 1;(:le
i dated the colonial period, have beco -
i eXI'Stence b te that the lgbo villages in
erful organizations. It is important to no
Sglzh-easteri Nigeria had women’s councils. In large Igbo townsédcahcll;
district nominated its own spokes woman, which together form
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council. Each council was presided over by an elected woman, not on
account of her seniority or wealth, but because of her personality and
experiences. The colonial Igbo women strength and cohesion can be
measured by the widespread nature of the Aba protest movement for the
assertion of their rights, which they comprehensively organized and
articulated.

The Aba women war, which has also been identified as a tax
revolt, actually began in December, 1929. Just when the British colonial
government was beginning to jubilate and congratulate itself upon the
success with which the introduction of direct taxation was accomplished
in southern Nigeria, ‘rioting of very serious nature broke out in Owerri
and parts of Calabar provinces.® Following a rumour that the
government was about to introduce a tax on women’s property, the
latter initiated a counter measure which was targeted at making the
colonial government have a rethink. But the entire issue soon decline
and degenerated into a riot, which initially broke out in Aba and then
spread through the two provinces of Owerri and Calabar, mobilizing
more than two million people, very few of whom were men.’

Government troops were sent in, and approximately fifty
women were killed in the conflict. Perham had noted that the Aba
women riot was ‘a sad and unfortunate comment on the administration
of the past, while the lessons they taught had largely governed
subsequent policy.’'” Byt sadly, this women’s struggle left in its wake
only a little more than the ‘memory and wounds of battle’ while the
riots, more or less, expanded women awareness on what they were
capable of achieving collectively. It also went down in the history of

Nigeria as the beginning of what women were capable of achieving
whenever provoked.

During the 1930s and 1940s, colonial governments began to pay
greater attention to African women when it became evident that even
female group could constitute a potential force of resistance in the
colonies, a fact which had not been seriously anticipated before that
time. As a result of this realization, the colonial authorities were
constrained to commission research at times and in places where it was
observed or suspected that women could, in some special ways,
constitute serious challenge(s) to colonial policies or envisaged changes.

In spite of this extra care taken by the colonial authority, in
1947/48, women in Egba land, under the leadership of Mrs.
Olufunmilayo Ransome Kuti, militantly questioned the character of
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i governance again; world attention was once more drawn to the :
| H ‘authoritarianism of the men on the spot’ and the arbitrary nature of
| \ decision-making by the Sole Native Authority. Mrs. Kuti led women on

|

|

|

;r;;v;xi‘;ar;fed IfIlic:s:gratlon of tr'flditions held in awe. During British rule h
- thé el agnglailﬁtwomf:n s search.for relevance and actualization st
e bt ematlongl dom§1n§ were largely successfill. They

articulate and bring their issues to global attention, thim,

a protest movement against the payment of tax in Egba land, and
attractin
g popular support and sympathy for their modest and justifialie

through uncompromising militancy and the evocation of cultural threats

i

‘“‘“M such as the baring of their bodies at the Oba 'spalace, they succeeded in ] demands.

‘\‘ w“} laying the foundations for women’s emancipation. This movement As various groups in Afri

I \‘“ culminated in the c:xile1 1of the then Alake of Egbaland, Oba Ladapo they also concurrently (I)Dr ;n. gca began to articulate their challenges,
il Ademola 11 to Osogbo. swhich wese ileit ganized a common front against colonialini
il . . ; . as identified as the common thr i
il She actually came into public prominence in 1947 when she struggle for national independ eat to freedom. And as (he
‘M‘ was invited to join the National Council of Nigerian Citizens’ the politic : SERUENGe became more intensified, many ul
(il CN.C) delegati London. Sh indeed, a first-cl political parties started recruiting wom ; '

I (N.CN.C.) delegation to London. e was, indeed, a first-class 1950s and 1960s. women’ Ig women supporters. Thus, in (he
I ; en’s organizations and/or wings of politivul

champion of women’s right in Nigeria who rose to defend women

: , : a who 1o parties were proli - :
against “alleged unfair taxation... and indiscriminate arrests.”'” These proliferated in virtually every independent African state.

were issues of injustice and insensitivity, which were prevalent in the
Nigerian socio-cultural environment where the British colonial
government operated. It was, therefore, inevitable that the ‘Beere’, (as
she was popularly called), who had been exposed to the British culture
and its demands as a result of her sojourn in Britain, recognized the
double standard, which was being played out by the British colonial
government. Her resultant reactions were, therefore, not to be wondered
at; it epitomized the innate courage and strength in the African woman
in general and Beere’s Africanness in particular.

The Union, which she set up and led, successfully fought
against a constituted predatory and parasitic government that was said to
have outlived its usefulness in terms of service to the host community it
was meant to serve. The Union was affiliated to the worldwide
Women’s International Democratic Federation with its headquarters in
France.”’ Its tentacles spread beyond south-western Nigeria and
metamorphosed into the Federation of Nigerian Women Societies
(FNWS) in 1953. Since it was political in character and content, it
called for political participation and direct representation of women in
all legislative houses. %

The anti-colonial struggle saw women protesting, strongly,
against traditional rulers who were not conforming to the customary
practices of the land, and against the colonial authorities who were
found to be insensitive to the plight of the people they ruled over.
Gambo Sawaba and Mrs. Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti were clear cases of
a solo feminine powers who mobilized others to fight corruption and
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T\yh(;n;es? ll)’lgrlt]imcipati.o11 in Nigerian Politics, 1960-1999

Commjszjolj : ent in Africa of the United Nations (UN) Ecomnomie

— WO(I);e‘Ifl\,f;rlcgu(EEA) pr;;/lided another kind of region-wide

~questions. The ECA sponsored a sefles
;i);:f:crle:cgshgnd seminars, which attracted the participation of high?;
primarﬂn t ighly trained African women. These women came togethur
prman 3;,1 gb;ec??mmd ways of encouraging the participation oi’
i public life and nation building. It was widely assumedl at (he
-y increased ppp'ortl}nities in education and training, formml
WOII; er}l/moe;lt; }iand thelmstltu‘uon of legal reforms would be a pal;acca for
e newly independent African states. B '
. P : 1960, s
gllllzsr:)gfetshzn}(li ecopom1chcond1t10ns helped to expand the};ole of WO(::Il:
ome into the f:
el actory and office, and they began to demuiul
pc,liticalThe .Ic\lligeria First Republic ushered some women into (he
B mcoxfl‘lbor thoggh their entry into the governmental terriiin Wik
s u: y merit, but premised on what their male counterpiiis
e s a needed cosmetic arrangement. This period suw (he
Esangen(cie IS/If educated women such as Mrs. Bernince Kerry, Wuraula
-y r?:qlit a}rfaret Ekpo in the Senate who busied therr;solveu n
conforn ﬂ}l/ with the cultural expectations of the country. It would he
o at .w'hen N1ger1a_a'ttained independence in 1960, no womdn 1
i I\i gs:gzltllzeR partilposmon. Worse still, there was only one Wonini
epublic senate which had thirty si
y six (36) members,

woman was fortunate enough to be elected by any of the)three lmndl‘Nis
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and twelve (312) federal constituencies into the House of
Representatives. There was no female in the federal cabinf:t,15 and this
speaks volumes on the level of involvement of women in the Nigerian
politico-governmental field of that period.

Within Europe and the United States, the growth of feminist
consciousness and women’s movement has combined with world focus
on women’s questions under the auspices of a changing UN (especially
the world conferences on women, which held in 1975 in Mexico and in
1980 in Denmark. The declarations of the United Nations Decade for
Women (1976-1985) produced an unprecedented interest by women of
the western world in the study of African women. Within the past four
decades, the international women’s movement made great strides in
lobbying states to criminalize violence against women.'® Also, the
National Organization for Women (NOW), at a conference in
Washington DC, promoted equal rights for women, passed legislation to
prevent gender discrimination and campaigned to increase the number
of women holding political office at all levels of gove:mment.17

These have had several important consequences for scholarship
in the field; first, the internationalization of the debate on women has
widened the scope and deepened the quality of research work on
African women. Secondly, it has inspired useful critiques by European
and American women scholars of the male bias in studying African
women, which characterized the early work of western male scholars.
Thirdly, it has helped to consolidate work on women’s questions as a
valid area of social enquiry.

Nigerian women could not remain in the dark indefinitely
because, first, women education, which was largely backward in the
past, brought them to more awareness of their rights and how best to
serve their country with the knowledge acquired. Second was that
majority of women began to discover that the quality of their existence
was inevitably declining and degenerating. A combination of these
factors brought women into a fuller awareness of a need to change, not
only a system that was not meeting their expectations, but also failing to
integrate them into the national system so that they could begin to play
key roles in governmental affairs.

Unfortunately, General Obasanjo Constitution Drafting
Committee of 1975 did not even give a passing glance to gender issues;
not one of its 50 members was a woman. But during his transition
programme, women flooded the ‘women wing’ of the political parties
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18 Qi -
3]1;1; erll'leirge% thSltghmﬁcant}iy, one should note that the experiences of
0 ¢ northern and southern-Nigeri i
Whereas women from the S e it clete
outh were enfranchised at ind i
. ependence
1960, women in the.North were not until 1979."° Womeﬁ’s politic:}
:Iv:larenzsg 1n§reased in the Nigeria 2™ Republic as a few more women
erged in the public domain. There we | ini i
Shagont govenment s o : re only three ministers in the
rnment. ief Franca Afegbua was the onl i
: y woman in
;hz ?)enatg, _whlle Mrs. Ebun Oyagbola, Chief (Mrs.) Janet Akinrinade
nd Dr. Simi Johnson were appointed Ministers.
i OfH‘?(\)xt/gver, povezlrty, the burden of most African women deprived
Ing according to their conscience, but d"
political candidate who could offer i g S -
’ more 1incentive. The politicians on
{l}\l/cl?:lrg Sl:zartfkgﬁ)t’ the lWomen sedated with the creation of ‘Women’s
of their political parties. The created w i
assigned no name, goal or functio ; i, ot
. ame, n. Men’s role in relation to the
(t;cefmsiis dwas1 highly hypoF:rlt.ical and manipulative at this critical stage
o our W?K; opmen;. It is important to note thatmembershipof the
was of great importance to the men as it
L Wil was a tool for
f}lllé)ord;lpatmg t;llfm’ and gene'rally speaking, at this point, the minds of
enVirop me stake hold.ers in the Nigerian politico-governmental
o nment were not disposed towards bringing the women folks into
e mainstream of governmental activities. Rather, the women were
simply meant to serve aesthetic values.

' Women in Nigeria (WIN) was formed in the early 1980s
perl'od regarded as the UN decade on women,”' It was a non oliti:: ?
iomal group with its main focus on how women would not be pgrceiveii
rom the g?nder pers:pective but from their individual characteristics
wWislNhe:rgat{uzed a political debate in 1987 to ascertain and promote thc;

of women in the country. The i i
SR e CC A y came out with various
recomr.nendatlons.' reservation of 50% of positions for women in the
;xecEtlve gn('l leg1slat1ve areas, that the policies of the UN Convention
or 1t‘ (ei Ehm'lnat%on of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) be
app 16. by Nigeria, that the International Women’s Day be celebrated as
E:toc alm(ei:d. by the UN for women all over the world, and that women be
egrated into ‘d'ecm(.)n making positions in Nigeria by allowing them
equal opportunities with the men.?* etc.
oy Al(tlhough the advent of civil rule in 1979 offered a fresh breadth
minf:l;e\yel hope for women, the Shagari government only gave three
isterial slots to women (one was actually not of cabinet rank) out of
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a long list of forty-one (41). Indeed, only three females were elected
throughout the country to the House of Representatives between 1979
and 1983, and within the top echelon of the federal bureaucracy, there
was only one female Permanent Secretary out of a large number of
twenty nine (29). And in 1983 when Shagari’s land slide victory gave
him a new tenure, no woman was privileged to make his cabinet, which
had thirty five (35) men.”

The regimes of Buhari/ldiagbon and Ibrahim Babangida
sustained the age long discrimination against women as no woman was
accommodated in their cabinets as they were completely excluded from
any form of involvement. In fact, Buhari military government erased
and reversed the few gains women had made in previous political
involvements. However, Babangida, who set out on August 27™ 1985
with an all male cabinet only had a rethink and allowed a few women
towards the end of his tenure. As at 1990, out of forty-four (44) Federal
Permanent Secretaries (then styled Directors General), there were five
women, which though an improvement, was a far cry from the
expectation of the womenfolk.**

During the inauguration of the Political Bureau at Abuja on
Monday, 130 January, 1986, General Ibrahim Babangida directed
members of the Bureau to chart a new course, which would facilitate a
new political arrangement and ensure the creation of a new social order
for Nigeria. His administration probably later saw the need to remove
women from the stereotyped image of housewives they were
accustomed to, and placed them in a position of self-actualization.”
Through Mrs. Maryam Babangida’s ‘Better Life for Rural Women’
Programme, the consciousness of the Nigerian woman, especially in the
rural areas, was aroused. The previous state administrations under the
military governors had at least one woman holding a portfolio in their

executives. It would appear that Babangida regime empowered women,
but a closer examination reveals disempowerment and personalization
of power by him and his wife. Though he appointed two women as
Deputy Governors in two states, Lagos and Kaduna, improvement
galore was not experienced by women, especially in Lagos State, where
the civilian Deputy Governor and the Secretary to the Lagos State
Government were females in the persons of Mrs. Sinotu Ojikutu and
Professor (Mrs.) Abba Sagoe respectively; it was all a fluke.
It was also during the regime of Babangida that women had
what seemed like the first real opportunity to break into the main stream
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;)nfefolliticsl/gove;nance, but it was not real. Before then they were not
cly relegated to the background when it ;
largely regarded as second iti : mattered e
class citizens. It is also beli d i
quarters that the problems encountered b Tier
ters the womenfolk 1
self-inflicted. It is often said tha ’ o
: t they are the architect of thei
problems when it comes to the is N i i e
: sues of marginalization and
equity, though some i igeri i
e g women in Nigeria would not agree with this
i OW}(()men like the former Minister of Industry in 1999, Chief
Mar.yamminei:?ot ﬁkglnd? would not subscribe to this stand’ point
1ate € Hirst ever consciousness arousi .
towards the plights of women- Be i ral Women. whiok
. - Better Life for Rural Women, which
:)vs; ;c‘aj:)grged, almongfothers, to stimulate an improved standard, of life
en closer for a better understanding and luti i
problems through collective action. raj NS s
. , raise the consciousness of
about socio-economic and iti ibiliti he contre
. political responsibilities etc. Th
Abuja was christened after her- M e Ceatre for Won .
- Maryam Babangida Centre for W.
Development. Even while IBB ill i ole bogan
nt. was still in office, many people b
‘;o refer.cymcally to her programme as ‘Better Life for Be?ter%Vonffr? ’n
1\1}{gge§tlng th.at the centre'only served the interests of the affluent in thc;
: e1rger1an society t;)f her time. But no sooner had she left office when
Successor embarked on the destruction of her | i initi
: egacies and initiated
Iz?;:Jl(ther programme, which some people believed was, designed to
Whiceh a; m(})lclfﬁfly if h?r, all because of petty jealousy and show-off.
T€ hallmarks of women. If women are not thej ies,
why did they not take full advanta i PV e
ge of, and build on the modic f
success and the part cle i e
by p ared by Mrs. Maryam Babangida when she was
The Abacha regime, which c
! ame on stream on the 17" of
vljgrf;lbe(r;’h! 9f93é tlrea'izdfwomen much worse as it only appointed one
; 1€l Bola Kuforiji-Olubi, as the Commerce
on ' : ! . and Indust
Ir\nlllms}tlerllél the thirty six (36) member cabinet it constituted. On 2(;?':
caggc E ?5 when the late General Sanni Abacha reconstituted his
cabinet, (.)n'y thre'e women made the list, and the three of them were
i:lﬁ;le(;r mAutl‘;st.ers Ain llliducation, Federal Capital Territory (FCT) and
gn Allairs. At the state level, the picture was le i
level, S encouraging; no
;Zoman ever helfi'the portfolio of Chief Executive whether du%ing the
ngl years of military rule in the country or during the years that the
civilians have been on the saddle. All the women who aspired to rule
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their states were, almost always, muzzled out by the men. On her part,
Mrs. Maryam Abacha only followed the footsteps of her predecessor,
consolidated her own power and wiped out the footsteps qf Marty?lxln
Babangida. The two Maryams fundarfnent}alluy usurpicérteh;;;gnces of the
ersonalized state power for their own 1 ;
o e’1151121613 clections of Alhaja Sinatu Ojikutu and Senator
Kofoworaola Bucknor Akerele as Deputy Governors of Lagos State
were the best that the women achieved at the state level at that' time.
Unfortunately, Mrs. Kofoworola Akerele Bucknor endefl up r;sgmngf
from her position as Deputy Governor of Lagos State amld'st de 1ance o
all known rules of decency, decorum and democra'cy, ,z’xzr;d in tge Qg1m(ig
of some people, it was “good riddance to baq mbblsh. Her ecklls1,on o
align with the politicians most closely associated with the Abfdc ;\ se
atrocities could not have been accidental. She was perceive as a}
military apologist, a fact that many attributed tp her marriage to one o
Abacha’s associates. All her political life', she dined with the reactionary
and military, while acting as spy within the rank of the pr(i)gresil.v(e1
camps. Those who knew her closely felt that she deserve_d to fefphle
not condemned”® when her general sensitivity to the plight ?1 el ovg
human beings was placed on scale. She also really un erngpeet
democracy in Lagos State through her unproved war 01;1 cabms_
colleagues and unconstitutional battle for supremacy with her Ito(s1id
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the then Governor of Lagos State:t .
not take very long before she lost all her e}ectoral valut.:s asfl so(;)er
became apparent that there was really no basis for‘her claim o %fnher
bias against the Governor. She quarrelled with almost ’a o
colleagues.” The long years of military rul.e.punctured women’s cfl; ~
for political equity in the distribution of political ofﬁces: This, in € i gor,l
is saying that between 1966 and 1979, no woman occupied any pos "
in the legislative bodies of the succeeding regimes, nor Wef anilhe
them appointed to the executive body at thf: cen.tre, from wh er(f;ful 0};
could have initiated or championed changes in their status. A han ks
women like Professor (Mrs.) Bolanle Awe, \yho heac_le.d the Nat1qni1
Council for Women Affairs, continued to function by giving appropriate

recommendations on women matters.

The Power and Powerlessness of the Nigeljian Women, 1999 - 2().12t
Evidences abound in Nigeria of women in both' public and ppvale
sectors who have performed creditably well in areas previously
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dominated by men, areas such as engineering, banking, politics etc.
However, their contributions have been minimal as a result of
hindrances, social obstacles and cultural inhibition. Some of these issues
derived from archaic traditional practices and limitation to female rights
and privileges in the various ethnic societies. Some can even be
associated with legal limitations enshrined in various statutes, while
some are imposed by various religious belief systems. Limited access to
educational opportunities as well as discriminatory practices in
conditions and terms of employment in both public and private sectors
were the order. All these have had restrictive impact on-the roles and
contributions of women in our national development.*!

However, the position of women took a turn for the better with
the inception of the 1999 democratic transition of President Obasanjo,
who nominated as many as seven women for cabinet positions, which
was unprecedented! Before this time, the political status of women in
the Nigerian political landscape had largely been weighed down by the
domineering dictates of the men folks. The issue of political
emancipation of women is as old as the history of political activities in
the country itself. Since the formation of the Nigerian National
Democratic Party (NNDP) in 1923 up to the 9™ of June, 1998
Abdulsalami Abubakar’’> midwifed transition programme, the political
status of women in the Nigerian government and politics has been a
recurrent issue. However, despite protestations by the women folks, the
political arena and public office had continuously been dominated by
the men as their exclusive reserve, with little ‘concessions’ only
granted now and then.”

Obasanjo in his ‘inaugural speeches’** on the 29" of May,
1999, vividly captured the pitiable conditions that existed before the
return of democracy in Nigeria. He recognized the need to place the
right individuals in positions and aligned with ensuring that his
government was women friendly. Consequently, the aviation ministry
where Dr. Kema Chikwe became the minister recorded monumental
progress and transformation. The Murtala Muhammad Airport, Lagos,
was refurbished and the airport became travelers-friendly as
commendations poured in from within and outside the country® such
that women really began to come up in the areas of politico-
governmental involvement. But Chikwe later alleged that that a
prominent Nigerian male frustrated every effort by some foreign
companies to turn around the airways.*
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Dr. Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, former Minister of Finance under
Obasanjo, took the nation’s economy out of the doldrums as she
applied her wealth of experience to ensure that the World Bank wrote
off Nigeria’s debt, thus, extricating generations of unborn Nigerians
from the shackles of indebtedness. The fear at the initial stage, though,
was on how the 2003 budget’’ was to be financed as expected revenue
was much lower than expenditure. She also introduced the E-payment
into government financial transactions and tackled the hydra-headed
pension issue in the country. She was invited and she joined President
Goodluck Jonathan government as Minister of Finance for the second
time. Obi Ezekwezili, on her part, worked as the Director General, the
Bureau for Public Procurement (BPP), and she brought a measure of
sanity into the process of awarding and executing contracts, which later
earned her the position of Minister of Education.

Dora  Akunyili, functioned as the Minister for
Information/Communication and impacted on the Nigeria
communication industry. Despite many failed attempts, she
successfully found a private suitor for the Nigerian
Telecommunications Limited (NITEL) in the name of Globacom,’® and
other GSM networks. She prevented the Executive Chairman of the
National Communication Commission, (NCC) Dr. Ernest Ndukwe,
from supervising the sale of a radio frequency, even though the latter
had earlier successfully supervised the auction of GSM licenses. This
particular sale, however, generated a lot of furore because Akunyili and
her supporters believed that the NCC did not follow the due process,

and the sale advertisement did not follow transparent manner. Indeed,
she imposed her political stature on Ndukwe and was able to prevent
the sale.*® This is a practical demonstration of what the women folks
are capable of doing whenever/wherever they enjoyed the backing of
the powerful men in the Nigerian setting.

No doubt, Dora Akunyili, the former Director of the National
Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control, (NAFDAC)
who earlier bestrode the organization like a colossus, was a very strong
and courageous woman who worked relentlessly to ensure the
enthronement of Goodluck Jonathan as president after the demise of
Musa Yar-Adua in office. She, indeed, represented the women folk
very well while in office. Interestingly, as early as June 2009,
speculations were rife that she was interested in Peter Obi’s job,* and
she went on to contest but lost the Anambra State senatorial seat in
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201.1 to Chris Ngige. No doubt, the women folk need more of such
daring fs:lmales In governance. She even tried to transform ﬂ(”:l
gharacter of Nigerians and rebrand* the country by cutting a b ;i
image for her globally. .
. But not even another woman, apart fro i
aspired to occupy Aso Rock Presidential Silla sinrcia ?31;9}1 I{g]; rslcla,v:rﬁ
years, she coptested at the primary level and was not electéd. She onl
I%Iqt one vote in the primary which was held early in'2011. As at 201 ly
1geria was yet to have a woman governor and women dad on] ;
succc;eded at the deputy governorship level as Mrs. Funmila £
Olayinka also emerged in Ekiti State in the 2011 polls 'The best tio
vs;lorpen were able to secure was the posit-ions of speal.<er, ministerse
;:uZl(I:I;:;l;lc,i and the likes. The proportions of women, who have;
ppesded eer:fen at those positions, were insignificant when compared
2 While Chief Mrs. .Titilayo Ajanaku was the Special Adviser
Mlnlsﬁry of Women Affairs between 1999 and 2003,*® Mrs. Du :
Adellaja was the solid mineral minister in year 2062 whil.e thgrfl:
President Olusegun Obasanjo was at the helm of affairs in Nigeria. The
departmc‘ant, which she presided over, organised in conjunction ‘with
sc:;e prl\t/ate companies, Nigeria's mineral event in London and her
Ign ine:;iiss i Iftﬁge:;isx'r‘gness about the quality and abundance of solid
The Minister for Women Affairs and i
Mrs. Salampty Sulaimon, visited Abia State ands:g\lfilc;t)ee(r :L?E?:tt,
percent participation figure for women in all tiers of government Thz
Gove-rnor o_f t'he St_ate, Theodore Orji, also itemized strategies ad(;pted
by his adrrpmstraﬁon to ensure gender balance in government. Apart
from contributing to the well being of the women in the State .dOIIl)ljts
were expresse.d on how realistic the ‘thirty percent afﬁrmative, action’
;)Jvas. ThJS' action was prqposed in favour of women participation in
oth elective and appointive positions as women then occupied ab t
ten (10%) percent of decision-making positions in the countrs iy
e SI)n 1\?.nar.nbra, it 'was the State (;qmmissioner for special duties,
- (Mrs) Ngozi Okoye s desire to positively affect lives that informed
her desire to come into the political terrein. She was a Special Adviser
to'the Governor on special projects. The Governors faith in her was not
.rmspla'lced; shfa worked diligently until the end of her tenure and her
Integrity remained intact, Although during this period, some politicians
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doubted her competence and wondered why she was made a
Commissioner in the first place. The Governor, on the other hand, after
observing her effectiveness and activities, assigned to her a higher
responsibility- the Information and Culture portfolio.45

It is important to note that during this period, out of a hundred

and nine (109) senate members in the National Assembly, only six (6)
were women, and of the three hundred and sixty (360) House of
Representatives members, only twenty-five (25) were women. Again,
out of the forty one (41) cabinet ministers, only eight (8) were women,
and out of the one thousand and two (1002) State House of Assembly
members nationwide, only fifty four (54) were women. Yet, of the
seven hundred and seventy four (774) Local Government Chairmen,
fewer than a hundred (100) were women.*

Senator Florence Ita-Giwa had served in the legislative house

before she became a part of the executive arm of government. She
also held the Chairmanship position in the new Bakassi Resettlement
Committee after she had served as Special Adviser to former
President Obasanjo on National Assembly matters.”’” Senator Eme
UfotEkaete, on her part, functioned in the upper house. Her first bill to
the National Assembly was a controversial one as it touched on
indecent dressing by the youths.** Abike Dabiri-Erewa, along with
others, worked relentlessly in order to see the Freedom of Information
Bill (FoIB) through in the House of Representatives, and they
succeeded!
It was in this same lower legislative house still that Patricia Olubunmi
Etteh started as the Deputy Chief Whip of the House and rose to
become the Speaker. She was highly in favour of women participation
in politics/government and was fully in support of the thirty percent
'affirmative action' of women participation in politics.* But the
experience of the House under her leadership left a sour taste in the
mouth, while her 'misconduct’ was even considered by some as a
minus for the ambition of Hon. Mulikat Adeola-Akande of the PDP in
the House of Representatives. She aspired to become the Speaker in
2011.

The tenure of Etteh came to an unpleasant end because she was
alleged to have been involved in curruption and crime related offences
in the House of Representatives, while she was the Speaker.50
However, Adeola-Akande was optimistic and beleived that the issue
of gender would not arise because she had the capability and
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:)f;adtt;rship quality that could withstand the rigor and demands required

o ¢ House of Representatives Speaker. She also held that

Horlllsspéa(r)efnlgy would be the key factor to smooth leadership in the
epresentatives, whether male or female. Th i

even be asked: what financial cri o

’ mes had the women folk i

in the lower House that their  bacn et

i male counterpart had not been i

In on a higher dimension, especi der the over 40

1 . » especially when we consider the over 4

billion [n\ilra Ifoan (iiharge against the lower house leadership?*! i
the judicial level, Obasani ;

/ : Jo saw the need to tackle
;ggru%tilon. He, thel_fefore, placed NuhuRibadu in charge of Economic
credita;)rllancmlll Cr;nes Commission (EFCC). Ribadu performed

y well as Nigerians then began to commit fi i i
with trepidation. But unfortu i o
: nately, with the comi f i
Wazari, the activities of th g i ol S
; ¢ anti-graft commission went into a |
itie ull
foeocple began }:o Insinuate that she was imposed by the agents of g?:f('ti
over up their tracks and do nothin
: : g. Even the U.S. Secreta
State, Mrs. Hilary Clinton stated that the Commission, which Wry O_f
led, was not a vigorous one. , g
CounC.IIn fac}ff 1a;tcross the federation, some women were elected as
1iors, chiet executive of local councils. st i
. , state assembly legisl]
and federal legislators. Cony T S
; ersely, however many of the s
_ latc : ) tates that
glllyspiomted Commissioners followed the established practice of naminag
;3 o 1(1):es ;)rt tWt(;1 froin among the women folk. In Kogi, Akwa Ibom and
ate, the elected Governors broke new i i
. ; A ground in their states’
history. For 1nstanqe, Alhaji Abu-Bakra Abu, Kogi State Governzsr
announ::j(i1 the appointment of Mrs. Justine Abanida.>® ,
though Nigerian women have b identi
: een identified as high
1;ﬂ)(;isrform%rls, the question may still be asked: what has actually begn
: ponsible for their low representation in governance and politics?
uomf: people havg suggested that it may be necessary for women to pu;t
gl‘?' more e'issertlv.e and more aggressive stancein order to occupy
g ltico-administrative positions rather than waiting for the males to
Wr;)p crumbs under the table for them. Rather than waiting for the
: ant-?:;l to wear tllle toga of confrontation, Abia State government
women along i iti i
SO i g 1;1 her pqhtlcal appointments and other
i~ zing that the nation had not done too well in the
area of women involvement in governance.
e Irshfgct, the Nigc?rian women have always had difficulties in
ng their own against men in political contests, considering
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| cultural, traditional and financial factors as Akerele Bucknor admitted : mother/wife, sees th
| “ that she had not the kind .o.f money that former Governor Tinubu could foll By Com’peting fg’;n 2?_:helWCaker sex who cannot match the men
- throw around in the political arena. It appears the men have greater would Sarah Jubri] havp ﬂl ical roles. And questions were asked: How
i | access to the resources required in order to make meaningful impact in : or President Goo dluckeJ oored former Vice President Atiky Abubakar
\ ‘ the political terrain, and this perhaps explains why political power is primaries? How would ?)nathan - secure the PDP ticket in the PDP
i still controlled and distributed by the Nigerian men folk who can better " Anambra State even if th D Akunylle have dusted Chris Ngige in
<‘ articulate the male vision of the world in the concept of The Consolzt;o; f(?o(rﬂ;f:‘?vns were COHI(liucted ten times?°®
‘1 governance/rulership. Developm omen was that part of the Millennium
it Women were notoriously under-represented, 5g)ccupying only and WoI;n ;nten(i;(a)tv g\é?Gg ¥as intended to promote gender equality
17.1 percent of parliamentgry seat worldwide in 2907, a perip_d when | mainstreaming and g e;;. here was, ‘11.1deed, the need for gender
i opportunities opened to Nigerian women to participate in politics was | hoped that the eggheadi Ing 1 our policies and programmes. It was
” still low. Unfortunately, women numerical strength had not impacted : honestly come together aran(}ng the stock holders in Nigeria would
i positively on the political life and decision-making structure of the : order to achieve, at least ax}: a_»shmn out women-friendly policies in
I “ nation due to the unfavorable political environment characterized by ! in the politico- ,ove oo the thlrt}f percent (30%) women involvement
: violence and chaos. But despite the gloomy picture painted above, Mrs. good starting pi o I::nyzn(tjal playmg field. At least, that would be a
1\ | Salamotu Sulaimon held that the progressive agitation for thirty genders in future, consid e ac}ﬁu cving a'leVel playing field for both
E‘ \u_j\“ percent (30%) women participation in political position was a task that Right adopted b, o Gcrmg that the universal declaration of Human
2 \ must be realized in the country,’® though we soon began to hear them . 1948% was une iiv € | eneral Assembly on the 10" of December
\T‘L “ sing a new song by way of reduction to twenty five percent (25%) women. Indeed qHngc;‘; Ig?gltllt]eslfcl)ﬁlmsuc;‘n Ot; discrimination against
I H women representation instead of thirty. ‘ 4 right of certain s . ¢ for all and not an exclusive
1 ‘ mimority group 1
| “J‘ : Y group in power.
m the transition period could also be seen from the fact that they began to Conclusion

“ Women involvement in politics and even their participation in
\ come in their numbers to contest for both local and state elections.

Also, in the course of campaigning, they went out in large number to - e
. g Pohtlco‘govemmental activities, particularly since 1999

I canvas for votes for candidates of their choice. However, despite these v in , is that thei
“} improvements, a lot still need to be done, especially within the ' Ve?l;llf;iieinigdthep%?t;rerg?al ncc)lt restricted to women affairs; t};l:l}l;
H constitution and other institutional obstacles_ to equality jbetwgep tl'.le 1 the legislative, exceutive i ih Omglated terrains. They functioned in
H sexes. Indeed, a major deterrence to women involvement in politics in : men folk allowed them. Ind de Judicial fronts to the extent that the
‘;” Nigeria was the re-emphasized ‘do or die’ syndrome, and women are, ‘ the limitations and advz;mc eed, men have been responsible for both
I no doubt, unfit for such ‘war’. The Nigerian society condoned violence . — respectively in the p fil'lenlts tha't women have encountered and
i to enforce inequality between men and women, preferring women to : because the politico- OVPO itica terram'ln the last few decades. This is
H}‘ conform to expectations of child bearing/rearing and household work. | men- the major sto fk_hzrlfclimental terrain was not “configured’ by the
m We cannot pretend not to know that violence asr71d the threat of violence : major changes have been ClrS- t(? be wgmen-fnendly. This is why
M cons?rain the hope and choices of womerﬁ. Tl;ey arle caé)able tof - government. SIOW In coming regarding their roles in
I sapping women’s energy, compromising their physical and menta In f )

\‘ \ health, tléercby eroding their 'self—estt':ex'n. . . . ' political arezzt’armoggrlc?::élﬁ;:d E)(ivzc?}llpy a very small niche in the "
i ome have also raised religious issues as standing against S€€ more women in the limel power than men, though we began to
m ‘ women relevance and leadership in Muslim dominated environments, ‘ although ey ke 5 i imelight fr(?m 1999. This is saying that
It while sexual factors, which allows women only the roles of : arena in Nigeria, and theger spectators in the poh'tical/power-wielding

number of women in the socio-political and
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economic positions in the country is getting higher, the authority they
wielded and positions occupied derived from the recognition of the
male leaders who appointed them and to whom they answered. The
point is that in the Nigerian government and gender ideology, men
remained the lead actors in the theater of politics.

The policy option, when one considers the rights and privileges
of women in public life,which can necessarily lift women from the
lowly state of involvement in government/politics should include,
among others, the removal of laws discriminatory to women,
identification and expunging of various discriminatory policies in both
the labour codes and provisions in employment policies that tends to
disfavour women, adequate representation of women in exalted public
offices and the formulation of a new national policy for women in
Nigeria. Moreover, female legislators should encourage the promotion
and protection of the rights and privileges of women in public life by
sponsoring legislative reforms and initiatives that would give women
full and equal participation in national development.

Finally, activism can be a potent force for changing the nation
social - institutions that perpetuate violence and inequality against
women. There is always the need to mobilize women by organizing
seminars, workshops, conferences, symposia etc on the necessity of
sensitization on the protection of their rights. The female legislators
should ensure the implementation of the articles of the international
convention of women. The challenge before Nigeria in 2012 was to
create a conducive environment for women empowerment,
enforcement of justice and equity on issues and matters relating to
women, and defining their contributions and roles in national

deve:lopment.60
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