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Curriculum Implementation of Entrepreneurship Subjects at the Senior Secondary School:
A Paradigm Shift for Result-Onented Skill Acquisition and Sustainable Development in
MNigeria

Adeghoye Surajudeen Olayiwola
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Introduction

Unemployment is one of the social problems plaguing the Migenan notion. There is no gainsaying in the fact thar
thig high rate of unumpln:r-munl and ¥5 altendant poverly have resalied in 5.'\1:|u|_|-|:' nEE.‘IIi'IT_ hehavioar in s.m'_j;::,-.
This is becanse most antisocial acts including thuggery, armed robbery, militancy, restiveness, eihnic-political
clashis, Boko haram insurgence and other social vices in Nigeria could be iraced to the high mie of unemployment
{Adeyonu & Carim-sanni, 2014). To this end, the Federsl CGovernment has formulbated varsous policies to guide
acthons directed wwwards fimding lusting solutions to these impediments. In this regard, Abgail, (2012) repoted
that among the straegies being adopied by Migera s redress the uply situmion was the reformaton of te
education sector, A qualitafive education- be it formal or informal, plays & critical role in Taising 2 gereration that
is willing to create wealth for sustainable development,

The ke of education in soviety cannol be overemphasized. The Uniied Natons Bducational, Scientific aml
Cultural Organization {UNESCO), described education as & key instrument for bringing shout changes in valacs
and attitndes, skills, behaviours and lifestyles consistent with sustalaable development within and amosg
couniries, [t invalves the acquisition of knowledge that is relevant and functional, not enly tw the beneficiary hut
also o the wider society (Agogo, 2000, in Agogo & Temgu, 2011). Educaion for sostainable development
gewred 10 the needs of the people and the country. The new Senior Secondary School curicolum gtrocue
develoged by Nigenia Education Research amd Development Council (NERDC, 2008} and approved by the
National Council on Education (NCE), In which interrelated subjects are organized inio four clear groups of
Science und Mathematics, Business Studies, Humanities and Technology is o mujor reform in the right direction
towards achieving the Natonal Edweation Goals,

The introduction of *Trade Subjects’ into the Seaior Secondary (55) Education Cusriculum is equally 1 welcome
innovation in the Nigeten Education Sy=tem. The restructuring of the 35 curriculum is no doubt aimed at meelmg
emerging aducationzl needs and global competitiveness; a5 well as ensure that entreprensurship and technical
suhjecis are properly embedided in the cumiculum. The implementation of the #-3-3-1 education svstem in Nigerin
bogan in [%82 and brought many reforms into the educational system in Migeria. Among the innovations is the
addition of vocational education to the secondary school corriculum in Nigena, At the junior secondary level, pre-
vocational subjects were introduced inlo the carricuhnm while vocational subjects werne introducesd at the serice
seconckry level,

Three decades after the adoption of this Laudable inttiative, the majority of Nigerdan vouths are stll idie, while
somie gre invelved in vanious vices due 1w uremployment Consegquently, the National Council on Educatans
(NCE) approved a new curriculum siructure for the three-year senior secondary education, as released by the
Migerian Educational Rescarch and Development Council (NERDCY, known as Cumdculum 2007, However, the
tact that despite all the previous educational programmes in the countey, the rate of unemployment among schiool
lesvers is still very high. This calls for the evaluation of the cutrent programme at this material Bme.
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The Concept of Entrepremenrship is the sct of being an entreprenear. It is the view a8 a process through which
individuals andfor government either on their own or jointly exploit availahle economic oppormmities withoor
bedng scared by associited risks or inadeguate resources under their contnd (Adevonu & Carime-sanni, 20043,
They further defined enreprensurship in other words & the pursuil of opportunity without regard to resoumoes
currently controlled. Adegboye (2015) however defined entreprencurship education as a learning process, starting
as carly as clementary school and progressing through all levels of education. The standards and their supporting
performance indicators constitute o framework dor teachers to use in building or developing approprise
objectives, learning activitics and aszszesmenis

From the foregoiug, entpepreneurship education is e svstematie development of skills, knowledge and aititodes
necessury for an individual to perform adequately in a given business or pecupational snented opportunitics for
improved perfonmance of 4 couniry’s economy. The need for entreprencurship edecation comes to the surface
wihen societies have W improve on their effectiveness, efficiency and safety of their economy for gremter economic
developinent,

Prospects of the Restructured 55 Curriculom

Edvcation is the foundation for sustuineble development and the newly suvctured 55 cumricubem holds a
promising future for our youths. Education for sustairable development (ESD) has been described as a broad
teaching and leaming process that encourages an interdisciplinary and holistic approach and promedes critical and
creative thinking i the edueation precess (UNESOCO, oaline), In line with this, therefore, the new S5 educalion
curriculum struciure can he soid o be a well-aticulated and oriented effort wwards sustainable development. The
arrangement of the detailed subject combinations in the S-compulsory cone-crossing subjects and 3-4 subjects
offered in the students” field of specialization with one elective (optional) is done in such o way that o child who
has pone through the system has acquired education for self-reliance und economic independence. This 15 to may
that the new structure has imherent opporiunities w achieve the alms and objectves of educaling For sustainalle
development,

According to UNESCO, if education is geured towards achieving the following; every person benefited from an
education promoting development that is environmentally ound, socinlly equitable, culiurally sensitive and
economically just, learning was aboot knowledge and aleo about doing, being, nteracting with others amd
changing the world, formal leaming was enjoyable, hands-on s relevant to life outside school whils addregaing
the problems of our word, every person henefited from genvine leaming opparfunities throughout life, in the
workplace. and within the community, education gysiems prepared learners o enter the workplace as well ag
handle a crisis, be resilient, become responsible citizens, adapt 10 change, recoginize and solve bocal problems with
Elobal roots, meet ather culures with respect, and create a peaceful ond sustainable society, thei, we would be
educating for a more sustwinable future, The new 35 education curriculsm structure has nherent great potendials
for wchieving all these.

The present curriculum srucluse tooches all areas of honum endeavour und centres an local and ghobul needs. [t
provides for a wide chedee of areas of concentration to cater For varied interests and abilities of individual learmers
as well s meet up with the glebal aspiration of making edvcation relevant to the development of the individial
and the society. The trades and entreprencur subjects will enable the yonths to develop creative skills for survival
with the sssuzance of job creation and the resaliant poverty reduction. The utilitaiin values of the new siroctise
can nok be quantified. The restncturing of the cumiculum will also provide an oppormnity for sutsors and beok
publishers to develop new exibooks with conients that are relevant to the present-day aspirations of the nation.
Ancther mteresting aspect of the restructured curriculom that gives sssurance of its fumre success and
sustmmability is that it is designed in such a way that if properly implemented, wemployvment problems among
our youths with their concomitant social vices will be reduced. The nation will be lified into a screnifically and
technobogically developed and highly imdustrinlized self-reliant nacon,
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The ¥-year Junior Secondary Education

As stated above, the educational system of 6-3-3-}, thal 5 G-year primary, 3 vears junior secondary, 3 years senior
secondary ond 4 years university education gave birth o the curvent 9-3-4 systam, that 15 %yeur basic education (
Euhipr':ﬁ'mg ol & Wears prammary and 3-}'Earjuﬂi.ur .wr.'vl:lhdu.r:,- r,:lin-:d iepetherl, 3 years senior secondary and 4-year
aniversity. The senior secondary school in the 6-3-3-4 system formed a link between junior secondary and the
URIVETRILY O ertiary institutions, The IS5 curriculum sirecture encountersd o lol of implementation problems. A
reflection on some of these problems encountered will help us understand the challenges facing the
implementation of the new swenwor secondary edueation curmculum. Akigail (2012) opined that the program for
the Junior schools was implemented hastily and the facilities provided were non sdequate for he new system. On
a siilar mole, Gusaw (2008) stted (hat the proposed 6-3-3-4 system “was implomented with a military dispaich”
without adequate planning and so ihe intended result was never achiieved. Gusan further stated that the Seyear
secondury education in the former 6-3-2-3 system was discounted as oo acedemic and bookish and did not give
toom o these who were terminating their studics af the junior secondary level o be useful ond productive
members of the seciety, The 6-53-2-3 systemn was therefore chenged to the 6-3-3-4 system which was intended 1o
address and correct the anomaly. The 3-year junior secondary education curticulum was therefore o hybrid of pre-
vocationil and academic subjects to impart knowledge of science, ants and rechnology. As Tgwe (199E) in Gom
12008} noted, the advaniage of hreaking down the secondary education into two, ie. 3-3 aystem waos to cguip the
products of the 3 years junior secondary both intellecially and vocationally depending on their arens of interests,
aptitude and capability, The products, therefore, Were expected (o be self-reliant at the end of the program and
gonld opt out of school o gel employment or be sell-employed. These who desired could then conlinue with ithe
senbor secondary for Murther iraining in acadendcs,

The objective was never schieved because of poor plunning and implementation problems, For instance, some of
the equipment imporied for use in teaching technology subjects requines o steady supply of electricity w function
and electricity was not in supply. Likewise, there were no technicians or tsachers trained to either operate the
machines or teach the subjects. Most schools did not even have laboratories or workshops for keeping the
equipiment with the resulis that some of them were ‘safely’ packed away in people’s warehouses. Thus, the
machines were left to mst, stolen or wasted: The overall effect was that the products of the junior secondary
schasls were ill-equipped fior the libour murket. The philosophy of the new SSCE is that every senior secondary
cducation gradoate should lave been well prepared for higher edusiion as well as acguined relevant fiunctionsl
tradefentreprencurship skills needed for poverty eradication, job creation and wealth penermion; and in the process
strengthend furtber the foundations for eshical, meoral and civic values aeguired at the bagic edocation level, The
34 prasfefentreprencurial subjects identilied as part of the reform of the Senior Secondury Education curriculum
fre:
1. Auto Body repair and spray painting

2 Auto Blecincal work

3, Aty Mechanical work

A4t Parts merchandising

S.Aar Conditioning Refrigerator

. Wekding and Fabneation Engineering Craft Practios
T Elecirical Insaallation snd Malmenance Woek

B Badio, TV and elecirical work

9 Block laving, Brick Laying and Coacrete Work

10 Painting and Decoration

11.Plumbing and pips fitting

12 Bachiise wm:-dwmlc‘ing

13 Carpentry and Joinery

14 Furniiiure Making

15 Uphofstery

16.Catering and Craft Practice

17 Crarment Making

15 Textile Trade

19.Drying and Rleaching

20,Printing Craft Practice

2. Cosmetology

12 Lepther Goods Manufaeturing and Repair
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23 Keyvboarding
24.hati Processing
25 5umre Reeping

26 Book Keeping
27,65 maintenance
28 Photooraphy

20 Taurizsm
30.Mining

3 LAnimal Hushandry
32 Fisheries

A3 Markeling

34 Sabesrmanship

Challenges of Implementation of the New 55 Education Curriculum Strocture

Inadequate Qualified Teachers- Education brings shout behavioural change and teachers are the chanze agens,
Therefore, unything that affects teachers affects the entire education system. The new subjects that were intrduced into
the curriculum especially the trades and entrepreneur subjects o5 well as computer studies which are now compuisory need
tor be handled by teachers who are specialists in those areas. A the moment, there are no enoogh such specialized 1eachers,
Stodies show thin most classmom teachers are not computer literate (Dugueyil. Dugwyil & Katnyon, 2006; Olkeke, Olaoli
& Dsnalor, 20008,

Lack of Infrastrocture and Materkal Resources- For this progrom Lo succeed, emphasis st be placed on the scgnicition
of skills through leaming and doing. which is hands-on-minds-en. Leaming by doing or hands-on expericnee 1akes place
in leborateries and workshops which are well equipped, These facilities are not Turctional in most schoods of the federation.
Moat laboratories are empty rooms with little or no liborstory equipment (Chualor & Okoli, 2000).

Luck of Texthooks- Mandate was that before the commencement of the new programme, which is the implementation of
the new curriculum m September 201 1, year one book of 58 education, would have been in the market. The textbooks are
rat resdily available wnti] now.

Total Dependence on Examination as an Assessment Took Assessment of leaming outcomes should lay more emphasis
on psyclormoms and alfective behaviours of students mther than on eognitive behaviours as has been the case. It s the
acguisition of skills and the nght anide that are mece imporfao in transforming the nasion into an mdestrinlized self-
reliant nation {Adegboye, 20155, He further ohserved that much dependence on examination which most times concenirales
on the assessment of cogritive learming bas resulied in producing half-baked young gracuates which can neither be self-
employed nor i into the labour market

Incessant Strikes-Migerian edocation sysiem is bedevilled by incessant sirikes by classroom teachers at all levels, 1t has
become the norm. Strikes most Umes are associted with the peor condition of service. Sule [2008) associpted the incessant
strikes amd unrest among teachers o conflict and dissgreements between teachers ond the managers of educationnd
institutions a5 well a8 government arising (rom unpaid or poor salaries and allowances, inadegquate and unconducive
leaming and eaching environment.

Way Forward For Successful Implementation of Trade Subjects

Emplayment of Specialized Teachers- Young gruduates who have specialized in any of these trade subjects should be
given automatic ermployment after therr Mational Youth Service Corps. Those of teem that did not graduste from educathon
ghaasled be encouraged to go for in-serve wraining in education while at work to enable them 1o acquite the teaching
mcthodokogy skills,

Tenm Teachings Another way of achieving the sims and ebjectives of the restractured curriculum amd enhance the
performance of smdents is through team teaching. Agogo and Terngu (2001 defined team teaching a5 o teaching method
wherehy a group of wlented teachers pull their intellectual resources together and jointly share the responsibiting of
preparing, teaching and evaluaring a class of students, They see team teaching as a smuegy w remedy @ <horta pe of tenchers
in schools and a way w make effective use of the available teachers in schools for greater achievement, Team teaching
avails the stedents the opporunity of getting the best teaching from a team of teachers with the various rich intellecsual
backgrond.
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Professional Development of Teachers- The serving weachers need o be abreast with ghobal educational changes and
i ations, There should be continuous in-service imming of teackers both within and outside the cotntry, There is & meed
10 sponsor teachers to International Conferences for them o interact with their colleagues in other countries and dcopaint
themsehves with developments elsewhere that will be of interest to the Nigerian educational system,

Remuneration of Teachers- Encouragemnent and specinl incentives should be given 1o teachers, Such encouragement can
be in form of prompt and regular peyment of salenes and promoton e and when doe to avoid stagestion. It can also come
e 3 banus during fastivities like Christmias (for Christians) and Idel Kabir {for Moslems) ag it is sometisies done in some
other parastatalz. Ouisianding performance by a teacher should he properly recognized snd rewnrded. IF thees are doae, the
mcessnnk sirikes will be redoced, teaching will beoome more pitrsctive and the issue of braindeain 10 aress of preener

pasmze will be a thing of the past,

Provision of Textual Materials- Authors and mterest groups should be encournged o write books in the new ‘trades”
subjects. NERDC should also review the books and recommend the good enes o schools, School hbmric ced o bhe
stecked with relevant texthooks and other litersture while students are guided on how 1o make vse of them,

Monitoring and Evalustion- Evaluation snd momitoring systems are critical for ensuring sustaine eal ard
commitment in the development of science and technology pregramme and indeed, education in genersl ikom is &
busitess enferprise and like any other business, needs proper monitoring by the suthosities that be. No business co progress
without adequate checks and halances and education is not an excepdion, There must he adequate monitoring of the newly
restriciuned 5% ourniculum at every stage of its implomentation o easure compliznee by all concemet and that ibe availsble
restAIrces arc progerly managed,

Sirategies lor Teaching TradeEwireprensurship

Below are some selected bext practicves/skaills witich could qssist teachers; be enthusiastic about the subject, plan
skills; practice the skills before geing to teach; share lesson objectives and proceders with students; adapt comten
1o suit the needs of students; motivate the student and foster active panticipation. encourage leamwork and sharing
of material, develop their keen zense of observation; uwse varietes of wacking methods and improvise relevam
instructional materiuls and handling difficult concepts and invite local artisana’persons with specialized skills ta
reach, maximize the use of available facilivies; explore the possibaliny of tsing community Facilities; Tncorpore
excursion'Tield trip w0 workshops; encourage students to consult books/fintemet; allocste double or block periods
for reaching: challenge soudenis with problem-solving simations; and ensure gender mainstreaming in planning,
implementation and evaluntion.

Comclusion and Recommendations

The Senior Secondary education curriculum structure hag all it takes 1© advance the country scientifically,
technologically, industrially and socio-economically. Its effective implementation is expected 1o equip the
studdents with the requisite handy skills snd knowledge for job creation, wealth generation & Porertw plleviasion,
I, therefore, calls for a concerted effort of all the stakeholders = the povemment, teschers, s cots,
philanthropists, book writers and poblishers, 1o tackle the challenges facing ils implementa o od cres
comduciye envirenmen for its sustainable success.
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