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The huge gap beiween the extension agents and farin families is partly responsible for the poor growt
development of agriculture in Nigeria, This study was conducted to ascertain the socio-econs
characteristics of the agro-inpuwi dealers, examine the relationship between them and relevant agricu
organizations, identify their sources of information and evaluate the constrainis Jaced by them in informai
d:‘sseminaujon. The study was carried out in Horin West and Offa Local Government Areas of Kwara Sta
Nigeria. Questionnaire was used to cbiain data from 120 respondents using multiple sampling techn
Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze the data obtained. Results of the analysis i
that majority (71.7%) of the respondents were sill in their active age of between 36-46 years who had a " dis
spent 2-12 years in the business. Agro-input dealers in the study area provide information to farmers in the
areas of cleaning of equipments, maintenance of equipments and feed quality which ranked 1", 2 and 3
respectively. They seldom provide information on feed additives, €gg grading and marketing of poulyy
products as these ranked 26" 27* and 28" vespectively. Severe challenges militating against effect ,
service delivery among the respondents were unstable elecericity supply, inconsistent Government policies’
and inadequate information from extension agencies which ranked 1*, 2 and 3" respectively. Pearson
Product Momeni Correlation analysis showed that level of education (r=0.069, p=0.038), income (r=0.0;
p=0.026) and experience (r=0.099, p=0.000) were positively and significantly related to the type
information provided by the agro-input dealers io the poultry farmers. The study concluded that agro-
dealers perform extension roles in an informal way and therefore recommended that agro-input de
should be encouraged to participate in the Forth-night Review Technical Meeting of the Kwara State
Agricultural Development Programme (KWADP) in order to enhance their capacity in extension service
delivery. !

Key words: Ag_rp-inpﬁt dealers, Extension service, Pouliry farmers, Bﬂdgingl .

INTRODUCTION : upstream and downstream sectors of production.

Agriculture occupies an important position in the This situation is partly responsible for the lo di

economy of developing countries including Asia economic status of the local farmers as well as the as

and Africa. In Nigeria, about 70% of the lack of capacity to adopt improved practic o

population lives in the rural areas with their necessary for profitable agricultural businesses.

livelihood activities rooted in Agriculture. Indeed, Poultry refers to all birds of economic

a high share of rural communities and especially value to man, all of which belong to the

the rural poor are directly or indirectly dependent = zoological class Aves {Atfeh, 2004). P t :

on agriculture through farming, food processing, . indus.try. has become an  important econonn; & o

fishing, forestry, and trade (Muhammed, 2007). A activity in many countries. In the recent past, it B0

significant number of our manuficturing has }:ecome a full time ]?b for. many md o

industries are largely dependent on Agricuitural considered to be a commercially viable ent pri i

produce for their day to day operations, contributing _ significantly to Gross National: Ea
Agriculture remains a -key component of the Product (GNP). The environments o whi i

country’s economy, currently contributing about poultry birds are exposed mcll.!dc fhe 3 4

20.0% of the GDP (NBS, 2015). The contribution system, the feed they consume, climatic factor -L'. - n

of Nigerian small scale farmers to the economic management system's. All these affect L Pt

growth and development cannot be over- - performance of the birds (Abeke et al,, 15!98)._ ' i
_ emphasized, even though, they are still faced with Nigeria, the domestic hrds_nombly'ﬁred. o e
-2 lot ‘of operational challenges both at the Gallus gallus (chicken), Gallus domesticus (local t

64
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