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Ihe ability to know the history of a society, familiarize with the norms and
values of such society, would put one at edge during balancing of these
competing needs. For instance in Nigeria presently, where economic recesSian
s looming around the corner, which has constantly made the govenment 10
preach the use of Nigetian made products rather than importing foreign goods,
someene whose African cultural helicf would not see it as a huge problem )
wearing his native attire ol amy fime, this which is a funetion of Art/Cultore.

The Roles of Art and Creative Arts Fducation in National Development

The importance of art and creative ars in the development of a child

cannot be disputed; it has far reaching effects which sharpens a child's lifea tool
subject;

- It is the child's lingus franca, through art the child understands and:

thoughts are made clearet. Its subjects require visuals and illustrations.

1o back up the process of leaming. To suppor the importance of
learning from visuals, Ajibade and Elemi (2012) carried oul a study on
thie importance of visuals in primary and secondary schools in Calabar
Cross River State, Nigeria. They discovered that students performed
better using visuals and illustrabions to leamn than those who lee
without them. They explained that, teaching and leamning is a complex
process that can be reinforced with leamning nids which stimulaie
motivate as well as amrest learner's interest. Whenever (he eves und cans
are used together, there are always better resulis recorded.

Visyal urt arouses interest so it leaves an impression on e pupils.
helps the pupils W0 concentrate on and remember their work; they share
-::q!-:ncn-;:-:.f.a:uj active participation in class,

Visual arts find practical use in other subjects-in schools. Some
Hlustrations and experiments for clarity so the students need 10 know)
herw 1o drsw { Enamhed Echeta, 2001 ).

Pupils who partake in art classes seripusly perform better in iilustrationg
Ajakaye (1992) explains that Creative art is o correlation of all othes
subjects in school, for it influgnces their successful teaching th '
sketches or illustrations™. Ar as 4 subject may Compensiic for the
edugation of persons who are not science inclined.

Art promsoes pur cultural hentage and creates identity. Nigeria s kno
{or her traditional art cultures of Nok, e, Benin, 1gho Hupsa, Fu
Tiv, Esie, among others
Through urt works the history of Nigena iz documented. |
Migerinn raditional arts have survived the test of time with recordes
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history of the oldest art discoveries south of the Saharan. Stoker, in
Uzoagha ( 1992) confirms the skills, creativity, and dexterity of Nigerian
artists, and maintxined that certain periods in the cultural transition of
Nigeria have a worldwide reputation of works of art created by
Nigerians of centuries past; these are described in every encyclopacdia
of world art
The challenges in life have opened a better creative instinct merging the
traditional and the modern for contemparary; hence the usefulness and
swnrencss of Art in everyday life and indeed so much with us, sround us
amd within us.
Within the past decade, there is increased interest in social sctivities in
Migeria's older cultural products; for example, Argungu Fishing Fesuval
in Kebbi and Leboku (New Yam) Festival in Cross River, calabar
festival, the lagos comnival amongst others were reshaped to showease
contemporary ideas and realities.
Before now Nigeria is a mono-causal economy centered on il for export.
To overcome the challenges of underdevelopment in the country, other
sectors of the economy are forced to catch up with the demands and one
of sectors is art and culture,

This sector under wourism has the target of being “a major foreign
exchange eamer, a major cmployer of labour, and income distnbutor, &
catalyst for sustainable rurnl development and poverty alleviation™
i Mattonnl Planning Commission, 2007).

Moderm works of art are relevant 1o the potential of arts and culture for
export trade and promotion primarily because they have begun to crjoy
international recognition and patronage ( Aniakor, 2001).

Artelaels. art activities, festivals and art orpanizations are tourists' delight,
which is being humessed adequately to meet the demand.  Giant strides
have been made in Nigeria especially since 2005 when Calabar and
Abuja carnivals sturted in earnest referred to as, “Africa’s biggest street
party and Nigeria's tourism destinations.” Art products in colours,
shapes, lines, forms, and textures are exhibited in costumes, npparels,
masquerndes, and donces in a variety of styles, body markings, and
decorations and so on.

The henefits of art are numerous and can be scen in all aspects of life, 1.c.

politics, religion, social and the economy which is the core of sustanable

development.
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Theoretical Framework

This paper i3 focused on the role of Arts Education in the sustenance of
netional development in Nigeria, In carrying this out, this work is hinged on the
theory of Symbolic Interaction for proper clarifications and understanding.
The symbolic interaction theory also known as the symbolic interaction
perspective or symbolic interactionism is 8 major framework of sociological
theory. Although symbolic interactionism traces its origins o Max Weber's
asgertion that individuals act according to their interpretation of the mesning of
their world, the American philosopher Creorge Herbert Mead introduced this
perspective to American sociology in the 1920s, while Blumer (1969)
formulated it as the process of intersction in the formation of mennings for
individuals and with the inspiration for this theory coming from Dewey
i8], which believed that human beings are best undersiood in a practical,
interactive relation o thelr environment, In other words, sustenance of
development of any nation canmot be void of the existence of ants and culture of
man which in tum can be passed across generations through education.

Christine {2003 ) suggesis that symbolic interactionism tends to focus
on the language and symbols that help us give meaning to the experiences in
man's life; this is parely the concept of arts as used in this paper. They notice
that as humans interact with the world, and change their behaviour based on the
meaning they give social interactions. Time is spent more thinking about what
will be done next and approaches are sdjusted depending on how they believe
others perceive them. This is simply related to the arts and cutture of man
Symbelic interaction theory analyses society by addressing the subjective
meanings that people impose on objects, events, and behaviours all which are
functions of Art Education. Thus, sociely is thought io be socially constructed
through human interpretation, which is the more reason the school needs to lay
more emphasis on eaching cultural values, norms, and most importantly the
communication skills as the socicty or nation can only get constructive and
developed through human interpretations. Cultural displays, drama
presentations, music, folklores and so on should represent high moral standard
as 1t plays a major role in sustaining the development of any nation. People
interpret one another's behaviour and it is these interpretations that form the
social bond. Social bond transistes to peace, peace translates tounity, and unity
transiates o development.

Hecommendations

Since the importance of ars in education and its impact on
development susienance cannol be over-emphasized, it is
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recommended that in Nigeria, arls education and all forms of creative
and visual arts should be carried out in three levels: the primary,
secondary and tertiary levels compulsorily especinlly since these
levels are supposed o groom pupils into realizing their potentials,
Maore emphasis should be place on the National Policy of Education
(NPE 2004) Section 1:7 which states that educational activity will be
centred on the learmer for maximum self-development and fulfilment:
{and) efforts will be made to relate education to overall community
needs

Parents  should not discourage their wards from studying art
tnsinuating that art is for lazy people and for those who cannot do well
i life as this continues to affect the number of students who are
offered the subject in the three levels of education in Nigeria

School sdministrators, parents, guardians and even students
themselves need sensitization on the importance of Arts; Statistics
from a study carried out by Lawson and Ajibade (2003) show that out
of the 2,866 school graduates in a selected proup of secondary schools
between 19982002, only 219 students took art as g subject.

Prices of materials to be used by ans students should be suhsidized ai
all levels and made available so as to aftract more learners to the fleld
For students and mstructors, facilities likeconducive ENvVITonmeni,
studio with good lighting, water, and all material redquiTenels inan sr
studio should be made svailuble and adequate where lacked for
effective leaming.

The Society of Nigerian Artists (SNA) should carry out their
abjectives, which includes the protechion and promotion of Nigerian
urtistic heritage by fostering the understanding and appreciation of
arty in Migeria.

Conelusion

In sunmary, it has been established that arts and creative arts has a key
role 1o play in the growth and development of the Nigerian economy and
therefore needs 1o remain critical in developmental processes. This means that
Govemnment needs to effectively render her commitment to arts, to enahle the
sector achicve its roles. Ast in Education is very mportant part of our
ciucational system. Therefore; it should be given adequile consideration.
This should be included in all tiers of leaming institution. The subject shauld
be introduced in all schools and it should be a compulsory subject. With the
dynamic nature of children when encournged, success will be achizved.
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Improvisstion of local materials and provision of useful equipment and
fucilities is necessary. This can stimulaie creative interest and create powerof
imagination as purposed by the symbolic interaction theory whose hinge, the
piper is anchored upon
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CULTURAL HYBRIDIZATION AS A CONCOMITANT
TO EDUCATIONAL DOWN- TURN IN NIGERIA:
AMELIORATION THROUGH CONSIDERATION OF
'OMOLUABI

DOSUNMLU, 5. A.
Department of Educational Fi oundarions and Counselling Psyehology
Faculty of Education, Lagos State Umiversity, Qjo, Lagos

Abstract

The paper avgues that cultural hybeidization i nathing bul cultural
imperialism manifesting throueh the domination of the incigenous culfire
bath in the materials avd non-materials modes by the foreign culfures. The
paper also shows  how eultural hybridization adversely affected the
indigenvus family siruciur. andd kow African pre-colonial CCONOMIES Were
devtroyed or incapacitated by the forces of globalization. Though western
clvilization has many good things 1o appreciale, o veremphasis on it af the
detriment of our cultures is nof good for our developmeni; to neglect our
cultrcl heritage s fo abandon & go odd chunk of the criteria that elefermime our
wholeness and originality, Therefore, there is need for proper ed) uation on the
Nigerlan cultiural heritage in the cowuntry. To be educated is to be intellectualiy
movally, physically, psycho logleally, soctally, spir itually as well as culturally
halameed. Then, let advocacy of cultural sensibifities and prioritization of 5
edfucation begin,

Key Words: Culture, Cultural Hybridization, Educational Down- Tum,
Chmoluaki’

Intreduction

The concept of education in Afnca was not 8 colonial invention. Prior
1o European colonizition and subsequent introduction of Western education,
iraditional educational systems existed in Africa. The nincteenth century,
constituted & momentous uming point in the history of Africa. Mot anly did it
witness the end of the slave trade and the inauguration of legitimate
commerce, the high tide of European imperial invasion, conguest and
pacification, but it also heralded the intreduction of Western education.

The enduring role of education in cvery gociety 18 10 prepas
individuals 1o participate fully and effectively in their world, 1i prepares
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youths to be active and productive members of their societies by inculcating
the skills necessary to achieve these goals. Although its functions varied,
African traditional education was not compartmentalized. Fundamentally, it
was targeted townrd producing an individual who grew to be well grounded,
skilful, cooperative, civil, and able to contribute to the development of the
community. The educational structure in which well-rounded qualities were
imparted was fundamentally informal; the family, kinship, village group, and
the larger community participated in the educstional and soclization
process

Characteristics of Traditional Nigerian Education

Kosemani and Okorosaiye-Oruhite (2002) affirmed that the
oducational process essentially was based on a “gradual and progressive
achievements, in conformity with the successive stages of physical, emotional
and mental development of the child™, The medium of instruction was the
native language or “mother tongue™ through which systematic instruction wis
delivered by way of songs, stories, legends, and dances to stimulate children’s
emaotions and quicken their perception as they explore and conquer their
natural environment. Education is cssential for the transmission of society’s
norms and values, Horlambos (1980) malntained that in small scale, non-
literate societies, such as hunting and gothering bands, formal educalion was
unknown. Young people learned their lessons for life largely by joining in the
daily round of the social group. Similarly Obidi (2005) observed that
children's education began in the muclear and extended family circles, During
famnily meetings and visits to relatives, children leamed about their origins,
ancestors, gods, heritage and the origin of unnual festivals. One may add that
every member was taught to aoquire positive personality traits hike honesty,
hard work, courage, endurance and sociability. According to Ndoye (1997),
ihe majority of people in traditional society were given education at childhood
level which enabled them to participate in various cccupations, ranging from
agriculture and allied activitics to manufacturing, craftsmanship and trading.
This indicates that most of the people in the traditional African societies
farmed, some hunted for fames, some fshed and others used local and
imported resourees o produce goods distribute and sell commedities. In this
way indigenous education played a vital rile in the transmission of culture
from one generation to the next and in the ordering and regulating of soczal life
as well as in leading people to know how to contribute 1o the economic
development of their societies just before the introduction of
formalinstitutional education, The introduction of western/instinetional
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education in Africa was part of the globalizing process of western cxpansion
Today educationis received in the cluss room, using laboratories equipped
with chemicals snd internet facilities produced by the transnational
cooperation. The implication bere is that native resources that would have
been used for other developmental activities have now been diverted 1o the
purchase of the internet and laboratory facilities, Furthermore, miich of our
knowledge of the world is g.:l.inud.dir:fll.}rduuugh the media especially, about
people, places events and how to make sense of the world, Mass media as an
agent of socialization heas become an integral part of peaple’s daily life,
reaching the children, organizing their entertainment and social life. Since
Aristotle declared that anyone who wants to speak with him should first define
his concepts, some cofe concepts of this disgourse are hereby defined.

Conceptunl Clarifications
Culture

Cultures muy blossom, ihey may vanish, or they may diffuse through
time and space. The word culiure comes from the Latin, cultur or cultus,
Cultus means 1o cultivate (Giddens, 2002). Dosunm, {2013} stated that the
understanding of the word culture has changed from its root meaning &5 an
activity to o condition, 3 siaie of being cultivated. Though the meaning af
culiure was ariginally tied (o activity, the question of the activity of what and to
what end is inevitable. Giddens (2002) further exponded that the Rormans
linked cultere 1o humaniias, man vs. animal. urbanitas; ciry vs, rural and
civilitas a5 in civil and good manners epposed to barbaric wiys.

Cultural Hybridization

The concept of cultural hybridity suggests the co-prescnce of unequal
sets of norms and values which struggle for domination or survival. Hybridity
can only exist in opposition o punty, hybridity, entails the accepance of the
existence of purity. Kraidy (2005) dechared that every aim to transcend borders
staris with the acknowledgement of those barders, confirming the existence of
what needs to be overcome. He defined cultural hybridization as the blending
of clements from different caltures. Without cultural hybridization, the world
would not be anywhere near as InleTesiing and integrated as it is todays
Language is just one example of cultural hybridization. Music i3 anotber parl
of culture ihat can be mixed with other cultures. Ja & way, il scems UME
hybridity and globalization always go wpether - and go together well. Botls
are slippery, ambiguous terms, al once literal and metaphorical, descriptive
and explanatory; to the extent that sertous definitional effort is necded o keeps
them as analytical Wools.




Hybrid societies and hybrid cultural phenomena deny the authority of
tradition; they can be only indirectly expluined by the differences i cultural
roots, Tensions, violence and unequal power conditions are constitutive of
cultural hybridity. The new cultural traits are not inteaded for permanence,
because the inherent tensions render sustainable innovations impossible
Hybrid socictics live for the moment, the provocative and sometimes
dangerous entanglements between cultures with uneven stafuses of power.
Hybridity is an unstable product of alienation and cultural contamination

Cultural Hybridization and Globalization

Globalization is a term which takes into consideration the
implications of interaction between two or more coonomies in lerms of trade
and commerce (Wiley, 2004). Globalization is a difficult concept. It is
ulternately lauded ss the best hope for human well-being and vilified as the end
al history, the ultimate trinmph of the very nich and very powerful. Wallerstein
(2001} expounded that globalization is frequently dismissed becawse so many
idens mre being subsumed under its rubric-including multiple forms of
economic, political, cultural and ideological globalizations—that the concept
itsell has become meaningless. On & much wider sphere, the concept of
globalization takes into account the interaction between two or mare nation,
like in case of Nigeria, because in some cases, heads of two states enter Inio an
understanding to promote mutual trade, commerce and sxchange of ideology
A person's cultural identity is termed as the background of a person in which a
persor is bem und brought up. Dosunmu and Pemede (2018) opined that
citlture widely refers to the ethnic surrounding of a person in form of socety,
which influences the person to great extent. With due course of time, there 18
great deal of identification which is involved with the person based on the
bsckground and cultursl belonging. Cultural identity 18 the widely popular
identification with which the person is acknowledged and identified by
majerity of other people, There are certain types of traits and attributes which
are associated with ong particular cultural identity. Within the context ol
globalization, cultural transformations are increasingly analysed as
hybridization processes. Hybridity itsell is often treated as o specilically post-
colonial phenomenon. Cultores marked by hybridity con ulse be a
battleground,

Western Education as Harbinger of Hybridization

The threat of cultural uniformity s referred to as “McDonaldization™
The globalization of world economy snd the development of trans-national
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markets have caused a worldwide generation of hamburger caling, coca-cola
drinking, cell phone kids, Trentman (2009) lamented that the threat © local
cultures and the extinction of cultural and ethnic diversity seems inevitable,
i the contrary, a global process st have roots, 8 place, origin, locality,
even trang-national firms must develop local connections for their businesses.
The enduring impact of Western education produced its own contradictions.
Early enough, the coloninl governments had recognized that their power oVer
Africans depended not necessarily on physical but mental (psychologcal)
control through the school system. Deficient in scope and contend, colonial
sducation promoted vocational studies and neglected technology, pure and
applied sciences and enginecring.
African studies were excluded from the colonial education curricula. Some of
ihe resultant effects today are prebendalism, utopian life styte, undue
militnney, religious intolerance, kidnapping, financial, frand, armed robbery,
certificate  forgery, sexual immorality, cultism, indecent of provocative
dressing, poor reading culture, poor attitude 1o work, ethnic hooliganism,
political thuggery and tack of enduring leadership traits

The imporiance of indigenous education and its key elemenis remains
o common characterishic unong many groups in Africa despite great cultural
diversity and unigue histortes (Tilky, 2000). Some of the tenets of A frican
indigenous education practices include the collective approach, grounding af
theory in practice m daily life, and a deep inderstanding of a group's histery
and worldview, Knowledge 15 practical rather thar ahstract and indigenous
education prepares the young for theeir futures {Kanu, 2006). The {rar ST Ssion
of knowledge is @ community affair and relies on social higrarchics and
organization, Education ofte ocCUTs within age groups. Often elders assumea
particularly important role i the transmission of indigenous knowledge to
yoLUnges g:n-:mtiu-ns.'l'!:is may tuke the form of gutherings that not only impar
knowledge but also instil the young with a sense of group identity (Ranil
7004}, In this sense, clders within the community complement nnd enhance
the educution that mothers and fathers provide their children. In the early
several years oflife, hoth boys and girks spend much time with their mothet. In
many culiures, gender differentiation Becurs between the ages of six und cight,
when girls remain with the r.others and boys spend more time with the fathe s

Impact of Hybridization on Culture and Education

The family is the backbone and basic unit of every society. Som 2 fin
of family cxlsts in all human societies. The fiarms, process, and rules vk
govern family, however, differ from one society to another. Alubo, (201

defines family as a group of people who are united by blood relationshigs

114




