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Introduction

Nigeria is undergoing massive assault and confrontation from a group
regarded as the most blood-thirsty, barbaric and destructive, both in terms of
mindless savages and disobedience to the existing peace and stability of the
country. The boko Haram sect insurgence started in 2002. The sect originated in
Borno State, Nigeria. The Northern State in general, and the North- east in
particular (Borno, Bauchi, Adamawa and Yobe States), experienced insurgency
from this terrorist group. The group unleashed terror and fear in the minds of
every Nigerian. It destroyed government properties, bombed churches, mosques
and other public places, massacred prominent individuals, burnt schools and shot
innocent citizens.

Etymologically, the word “Boko Haram™ is a Hausa word which refers to
«“Western Education”. Boko evolves from the English word “book” and Haram is
an Arabic word that penetrated into Hausa language and means “forbidden”.
Therefore, literarily, Boko Haram means Western education is sinful “western
education is forbidden”( Danjibo, 2009).

The official name of Boko Haram that is the focus of discussion in this
paper is Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda' awat wal — Jihad which means “people of
the way of Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him) and community (of
Muslims) in line with the earlier generation of Muslims” and not Boko Haram
which simply means “western secular education is Islamically prohibited”.
(DCCN, 2009).

Before 2009, Nigeria witnessed several forms of terrorism that were
deliberate and systematic use of violence to destroy, kill and intimidate the
innocent to achieve a goal and draw national or international attention to
demands which may be impossible or difficult to achieve under normal political
negotiation or on the battle field.

Boko Haram was founded in 2002 in Maiduguri by Ustadh Mohammed
Yusuf, In 2004, it moved to Kanamma, Yobe state, where it set up a base called
“Afghanistan”. This base was used as a channel to attack nearby police statior,
killing police officers, burning schools and many more with a vow that the war
will continue as long as the political and educational system was not changed.
The group prefers the shariah law applied all over the country. Of course, this will
be seriously difficult for the government to comply. with Obioma (2012) noted
that some of the terrorist attacks are politically motivated even though some may
have other ancillary motives such as religion, economy or social. Before
President Yar'adua declared amnesty for the Niger Delta Youths in 2005, the
youths are Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (MOSOP), Movement
for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) Niger Delta People Volunteer
Force, the Egbesu Boys, and Niger Delta Vigilante with a long history dating ©
the Adaka Boro movement in the 1960s. This group launches agitation against
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unifying tool for the two regions (north and south). Thenorth had fully embraceq
Islamic education before this year and found it very difficult towelcome westeem
education, but it was accommodated lately. This created a gap between the south
and the north in the area of western education. Despite the fact that the
government was trying to bridge the gap by establishing Almagiri schools around
the 11" century. This involved sending male children to faraway places to acquire
Islamic education at a tender age between the age of four and nine years. The
success recorded in the past was because the host community took interest in the
children's welfare. Yakubu (2012) explained that in April, 2012, there were over
9.5 million Almajiri children who were denied the right to basic primary
education in Nigeria.

Pertinently, northern Nigeria is suffering from low enrolment rate
especially at the primary education level. Ruquyyatu (2013) attributed this to the
effect of Islamic education, as most parents were yet to embrace western
education. They strongly believe that western education is tied to the bible and is
a way of changing their religion. The issue of insecurity in northern Nigeria
cannot also be neglected.

The constant threat posed by Boko Haram which started in 2009, and other
extremist religious sects like the Jama'atu Anbarul Muslimina fiBiladis-Sudan,
undermines efforts at improving education in the region. These groups have
carried out several attacks and issued threats to schools in the north. In some of
these attacks, teachers were killed or injured and schools razed. Table 1 shows
the negative impact of Boko Haram insurgence on schools in Yobe State.

Table 1: Series of Attacks by Boko Haram Secton Schools in Yobe State

S/N  Date Type of Violence

1. June 17, 3013 7 students and 2 teachers were killed in Government Secondary
school, Damaturu.

2. July 6, 2013 41 children and 1 teacher were killed in Government Secondary
School, Mamudo.

3. Sep.29,2013 40 Students of College of Agric were killed while 150 sustained

injuries.
4. Feb. 25,2014 Many Students of Federal Government College, Buni Yadi, were
killed.
5 June 17, 2014 Many children were killed near a viewing centre in Damaturu.

Source: The Nation Newspaper, 29" January, 2013

Reports also revealed that the rate of children who have never been to
school is also alarming despite government efforts to provide education for all.
Table 2 reveals that 42% of the children in Yobe State have never been to school.
The Boko Haram insurgency has drastically reduced the percentage of school
childrenin the state.
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