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“Panegyrist in the eyes of Satirists: al-Mutanabbi Poems on
Kafiar as a Case Study”
By
Sulayman Adeniran SHITTU

Introduction

A-Mutanabbl was a renowned panegyrist who flourished during the

- Abbasid period, especially the Golden era of Islam when pocts were
Sencvolently rewarded for their lines of poetry. The poet and his subject,

S.310r . had been together positively for some times, but when Mutanabbi
advised his subject and failed him to appreciate his art, the poet then
tumed his panegyric on him into a lampoon which eventually cost him his

- dear life.

Definition of Satire

Satire as a theme in Arabic poetry is known as Hija which simply means
ridiculing, scoffing, defamatory poem. ' It is the verbal noun of the root
verb Haja'a that is (he satirized). Sally Wehmeirer defined Satire as “a
way of criticizing a person, an idea or an institution in which you seem
humour to show their faults orI\,J\a'eakness";2

A fourth century grammarian, Diomedes. defined satire thus:

A roman verse from that has seen in recent
time and composed to censure the vices of
men in the manner of old Greek comedy, as
was written by Lucilius, Horace. and persius,
but formerly satire was the name given to a
verse form made up of variety of smaller
picces of poetry such as was written by
pacuvius and emnius.’

The Encyclopedia Britannica's definition of satire is also apt:
The expression in adequate terms of the sense
of amusement of disgust existed by the

ridiculous of unseemly. provided that humor is

14
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a distinctly recognizable element. and that the
utterance is interested with literary form
without humour. satire is invective without
literary form it is mere clownish jeering.’

Since the focus of this paper is based on the study of satirical poetry of Al-
MutanabbT in Arabic literature during the Abasid period an attempt will be
made to consider the definition of satire (Hija") from the perspective of the
Arabs Hanal Fakhuri defines Hija (Satire) as follows:

Ladoe LAl A ey U mdd) G5 e 0 sagd) ) slagd)
Mgl agl [ gaalp b slecas 30 agile Ay Gl G )RS

Meaning

Hija' *“satire” is a discipline among the
discipline of musical poetry, which a poet
renders to show the vices of men and their
rancor over it, by exposing their faults and
portray their ignominious act.”

It is also defined by Ahmad al-Iskandari and Mustapha *Anant as follows:

L Ade Cpulaall g o lSal) LAig Aldg e pall llia Sl
Meaning:

It is an act of exposing the blemish of a man

and his family. and negates all his virtues and
Rt

goodness™

Going by the foregoing definitions, it could be implied that, satirical
poems in Arabic literature are those poems composed to attack. ridicule,
disgrace, or to belittle an opponent, king, politician tribes. personalities or
a community.

Al-Mutanabbi: His Life and Parenthood

IHis name is Abu Tayyib Ahmad bn Hussain bn Abdul-Samad al-Jinfat-ay-
Yamani clan that lived at the village of Kindat in Kuffah. He was born in
the year 303 A.H./910 CE. His mother was of Arab descent from a place

15
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called Hamadan. Therefore, Abu Tayyib was an Arab origin both from
his mother and father.” His father. Hussain bn Abal-Samad., popularly
known as /Heedan, was a water — carrier of the Kind quarter of an
impoverished descendant of Yamani tribe — Bani Ju*fi.

This opinion is supported by the nickname heedan siqa’. which some
scholars held a contrary view. They say his father was neither a water
carrier nor his name was Heedan, due to the meaning of the two names
given by Al-Fayrus Abbad in his lexicon “al-Muhir® Where he defined
“al-heedan™ ds a very long staff or very long rod. while siqa’i means
(water skin)®. It was the tradition in the Arab desert to place a long stick
by the roadside and hang a water skin on it, for the passers by as well as
travellers in the deserts to quench their thirst with.

His Education

Al-Mutanabbt grew up in Kifa as a man with sharp and good retentive
memory. He started his education by moving from one school center of
learning to another in line with the standard during his period. This
afforded him the opportunity to gain sound knowledge of Arabic
literature, both prose and poetry. He later on mixed with Bedouin Arabs,
with whom he spent many years moving from one village to another. an
opportunity which enhanced the purity of his linguistic comprehension.

Al-Mutanabb1 did not relent in his effort to seek for knowledge. Instead he
visited educated elites in Kaifa, most especially the grammarians, such as
Ibrahim al-Zujabi (d.311/923C.E.). Muhammad bn Siraj (d. 317/929)
among others. He also acquired knowledge on philosophy from Abu al-
Fadil al-KafT, which has great influence on his life.

Having become versed in many branches of the Arabic language, Al-
Mutanabbt moved to the outskirts of Sham to display his talent of poetry
i search of monetary gain. He soon became a genius who could
distinguish himself among his contemporaries.

The following are some of the themes of his composition

(1) Hija" (Satire) (ii) Madt (Panageric) (iii)  Ghazal (Erotic)

(iv) Wasf (Descriptive) (v) Ritha (Elegy) (vi) Fakhr (Boasting)
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Al-Mutanabbi grew up as a gifted and self esteem poet in Kafa having
spent many years in the desert and later came back to the city during the
Abbasid’s regime. that is the golden age of [slamic era, that prized poetry
greatly above all other arts. and in which the rewards for success were
very great Naturally “his first aspiration before his ill-starred adventure
into politics has been to achieve fame and comfortable livelihood as a
poet, modeling his style and carrier on the greatest writers of the past. in
particular Abu Tamam (d.854)and al-Buhturi (d. 897).” He appeared as il
he greed not for only money but also for authority, political power and

elevation.

His tender age for such a huge gift and uncommon talent among his
contemporaries led to a great envy all combined to make him appear in the
sight of the ruling class as a power usurper who was trickishly trying to
assume for himself a position higher in rank than that of the ruling class.
Hence, they took some verses of his poetry 1o mean the opposite of what
he himself claimed. Consequent to this. he was jailed by Amir of Hamz.
After his release, people began to call him Al-Mutanabbi, a nick name that
later immortalized the poet to the extent that his real name is almost
forgotten.

The poem follows:

s b pllas Hi i) g8 s A i U
35823 Gy penall alBas HH A185 o)l alha la
Meaning:

“] am a stranger among the people may
Allah redeem them like Salih was among
the Thamud. My status in the land of
Nikhla is nothing short of the status of
Jesus among the Jews™. !

However, scholars were of different opinions on what led to that
nickname. according to /bn Nashiq, he stated that:

asiladl e s Lad) s Ul O
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“Abu Taykib was nicknamed Al-Mutanabbi
because of where he lived that is by revealing
desert information™.""

Khatib al-Bagdad (d.1571) maintained that Al-Mutanabbi rendered some
prosaic words in one of the Kiifa deserts and claimed it to be some verses
of the Quran that revealed to him.

diu e W‘.j.h;!g,sm',u\ (OVpsal) ISl g ¢ ) 2l g 5
A5 (B ol fa ) ey gald ) B b sall e UL (ha T B

A 8 Jaay
Meaning:

By the moving star and by the turning orbit.
The unbeliever is in danger. for he had moved
away from your path that succeed the path of
those before you among the prophets, surely.
Allah will save you from the derivations of
those that turned away from his religion. And
gone astray from His path.'

After his release from jail, he travelled far and wide in Abbasid’s empire
moving from one king to another praising them inorder to secure political
appointment from them. This made him to have many poems on madh
(panegyric) than few occasions,'® Askandari and Mustapha “*Anani say:

Al A (£ e a8 S b ) aiiall J
Aielay i) g dailaa Lalg =l Gliadl g & jlaal) Liaa g

------

Meaning:

Al-Mutanabbi had rendered many poems on
all the themes of Arabic poetry: he excelled in
the descriptions of the war and in the blames
of people ... but its panegyric poems
constituted much of his composition. "

Al-Mutanabbl moved to Antakiyat where he praised many dignitaries
such as Addul-Assair al-Hamadan; who later introduced him to the

Hamadanid ruler of Alepo and the heroic bountiful Sayful-Dawlah. He

I8
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praised Sayful-Dawlah for almost nine years and was eventually
honoured with a title of the king chief panegyrist. It is worthy of note
that throughout his stay with Sayful-Dawlah he did not praise him while
standing as other poetshe praised him in the sitting position due to his
arrogance. Al-Mutanabbi finally moved to Egypt at the palace of Kafur
[The Nubian slave who had risen to the supreme power as the guardian of
the young successor to Muhammad al-Ikhshidid ] with the intention of
the poet to praising him so that he could attain political appointment.
Even though, he praised, Kaftr he was denied of his desire. Al-
Mutanabbi was eventually so infuriated that he left Egypt with annoyance
and satirized Kafur with more than fifty lines of poetry. Al-Mutanabbt
was waylaid and killed together with his son. It was reported that Fatiq
said, in annoyance, after the killing:

L Clianal) (138 L daatl) odgl Lad

Meaning:
e ; g 3 W17
“Shame on his beared. that defamed the chastes’

Selected Satiric poems of Al-Mutanabbi on Kafar
His Satire on Kafur |

aladly He8lS L aalaall ol ## Hﬁn&i,,d:’ud)mnugﬁ &y
?.@j__dsudqab.y_' HH# (._A,.\._xususs.a_,.wuu )
Pdﬁjmuiadﬁm H# ).SJAJJLQAG_AJ;WY -3

?)_ﬂ\mY\MinJng H## a_@.u}.ﬁ_]wwuiraﬁﬁhha -4

F}"L&J@Awuﬂmﬂ%\h H# #Jiyjmblwﬂihbi -5
il g Nl G gSh Jyilas #H#  Adala gaigh 3 Y -6
?_ﬁ‘l_gdaha_ﬁ'ljﬁ_!d.udw H# L_g..n_u.hj'rl_gdym‘bl.. a7

'i_;.nnd‘_;ﬂ';gﬂl.a_g.d-bdg'ij #HH d_s.l.\la,_g);.:u‘lﬂﬂj.\ﬁ!u -8

1 Through which way, does nobility approach you
Where are the cupping-jars O! Kaftr and the Clippers.

2. Those whom your hands controlled have exceeded themselves.
So that through you they have been made awarce that a dog
1s over them

3. Nothing is shameful than a stallion with a membrum.
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While being led along by a slave girl without a womb.

4 The nobles of every sort of men are their ownselves.
But the nobles of the Muslims are vile slaves.

n

Is it the goal of religion that you should pluck over your beards.
O community whose ignorance is a laughing-stock to other nations,

6. Is there no prowess lad who could bring down the Indian sword
on his skull.
So that the doubts and suspicions of men may cease?

For he is a proof whereby the materialist torment the hearts.
The agnostic and the atheist.

o0

The powerful God destined not to put shame to his creatures.
And not to prove true a people in what they have alleged.

His Satire on Kafur I1

siaa Ja il Ge g s Al G8 #H s cpdlSy ad B 1 -]
Aol Y IS B Clall) (e HH adasa g s e Jal s 22
298 W a9 Y] HHagesil e bl Ssall Gl e - 3
dgda Gl Yy Jal AY  ## @il GhilslSy A, e - 4
WS paa AAB A G st g gudl e JUE LS - 5

dgiaa toallg b alE HH L OAY Al padl) e -6
LUl alilag Gade 8D ## LS 06 eaa ahgiCull - 7
el cld Badl 8 ## e Al pulaall -8
2SUa (uladY aaall O) ## Axalaadig¥) aal) Si5Y -9
ane g S A e HHE Oa) el sl ciS L C
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