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TEACHERS' PERCEPTIQN OF CAUSES AND MEASURES OF TACKLING g

2D '
INSECURITY IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN KWARA STATE, NIGgg 5" 1>

I. N. OLOKQQBA, 5. H. ABDULLAH! & I. ABDULAZIZ

Abstract

One of the social problems thar g ffect-the country today is insecurity. I11S @ py lem that i

bordering every individual iy the society, educational sector is nof an exceptiy,, ;.;n fhat ;,S
examined teachers' perception of causes and measures ro tackle students’ if;s rrs~§nrc._1,
secondary schools in Nigeria, 4 descriptive survey research design was Gdopf;”‘} ”j’,” ;
guided by three research qyestions. The sample for this study comprised 300 re;_;' “' ”'”;
113 school administrators selected using a stratified random sampling fech,; Ters C;;

instrument is a questionnaiye contained four sections. The data collectedwas ang} qzﬁ_ i
means and standard deviation, The findings of the study showed that the promz‘;?e};]:se USHIE
students' insecurity in secondary schools in Kwara State include the fact thay, CGI’S?S of
in schools do not have adegquate information on security educarion which Can I'(;) oo ;;? o
assist the students. Measureg, to tackle insecurity in schools include traiving g, dr e;’s‘_? fo
of teachers on security education and the roles of school administrators 1o ef?suree_ PRI
security in schools also jyclude pay more aftention to students’ beha‘vfiom,s mc;xz.‘r‘mun
promptly to any issues that may gffect them. Based on these findings, if wag e an Je;c;
that teachers should be trgined and re-trained on security education so thay f;;??rnen g;d
ensure maximum security of swudents in the schools, school administiatoy, Ie);;oz;

intensify efforts on ensuring maximum security in the schools, and f}?tellige}?c 10U ! (_I.So
that would involve all stakepolders in education should be encouraged. ¢ gathering

Keywords: Students’ insecurity. Secondarv school teachers’ Pereep;. s
administrators, Maximum securiry ’

INTRODUCTION

The rising trend of human jnsecurity within the country is giving residents Setioy
particularly with unlawful activities tending to assume crisis proportions, Wergp, . concl:ein,
depressing feeling to helplessness among the general populace. The SroWip, ey S
with related issues of insecyrity in schools has increased greatly in the recengy; - ngﬁﬁement
a result of several social problems facing people why carrying out their dajj act?‘ iti = 1’?‘}?3
problems as identified by many scholars such as AbdulAzeez (2014); Mijag 2011\: {eIs. &
and Edozie, (2015% Ojukwu and Nwanma (2015)include; corruption, drug thyg ) yamd
public mistrust, poor morale, robbery, kidnapping, arson, among others. Mijgy (38’] gm’ e‘:{i
that a major causation of insecurity is to be located in perceived injustice, mé:rhi l') ntc? €

exclusion and the attenuation of the capacity of the people to meet their bagi, neg ?ja }ze:clog,
housing, health services, edycation and the evercise of their rights and libertiese's el
The prevailing security sityation in parts of the country induces a state ofuncertai % SOEF ty'-
in the minds ofthe people. people who are afraid for their lives and propertieg camy T
education for fear of being attacked. The security situation in every socie »Cannot access

il . . Alsp affect the
school environment. Many stakeholders have identified the need to Nt oo
security in the school. 1aximnum

Security edliu:ation isa component of Religious and National Value_s imrodllced ifobasic
school cm‘ncu%u.m. fi'h.e integrated subject is to be taught by Social St“dieg fengbiars o1
experts. The subjectis introduced to enlighten and create awareness abolitgy;, oroblems in
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the society and how basic school pupils and students couid w ithstand the challenges in the
society. Security education is the cooperative. dynamic and lifelong process through which
a society generates knowledge. values. attitudes, beliefs and skills for its survival,
awareness. sustenance. enlightening and empow erment against all social problems. forms
of danger, threats to its well being and coexistence of individuals in the society {Edozie,
2014).Students are confronted with a variety of threats like fear from conflicts, terrorism,
infectious diseases, and economic crises resulted from poverty. malnutrition, inadequate
educational facilities, health and other social services like underdevelopment of the basic
infrastructure, among others. Consider the interdependence and persistent increase in these
situations, resulting to sudden shocks and threats to students is at greater risk in porsuing
their study.

Schoo! administrators are expected to play important role in safety of the students. Schools
after the home should be a safe environment. Safety of schools today is a function of human
security but many students are facing different challenges of insecurity in their schools.
Mijah (2014) observed that education sector has most significant victim of insurgency in the
country. He gave examples of insecurities in the country that happened from 2011 to date,
especially in educational institutions, most of the secondary schools have been attacked.

Table 1: Some act of Insecurity in Schools in Nigeria in Recent Times

SIN Schools Numbers of victims
. Government Secondary School Mamudo 42 students
2. College of Agriculture, near Damaturu 40 students
3. Federal Government College Buniyadi over 20 students
4 Government Girls Secondary School, Chibek over 200 female students
5. TFederal Polytechnic Mubi over 30 students
6. School of Hygiene, Kano at least 5 students

Source: Mijah, 2014

Safety of students is an extremely important issue, especially in the light of recent
kidnappings and Boko Haram threats in the country. The importance of having a safe and
secure learning environment for the academic development of Nigerian students cannot be
overemphasized Students especially m secondary schools in the country face several
insecurities in their various schools. Human security is the situation that exists as a
cesult of the establishment of measures for the protection of persons, information
and properties against hostile persons. influences and actions. It is the existence of
conditions within which people inasociety can go about their normal daily activities
without any threats to their lives or properties.

Kwara State is not exceptional in the case of insecurity. The state Ras also experienced
different cases of insecurity such as raping, human trafficking, kidnapping. child abuse and
jabour among others. Many cages of students' insecurity have been recorded in secondary
schools especially those that are very close to markets. Teachers who are supposed to ensure
security of the students in the school are found sending them on errands which have led to
accidents on the street and abuse of students’ rights in the market. In 2014, state government
hanned use of schools for social events at a meeting of All Nigeria Conference of Principals
of schools in the state as a measure to beefup security within schools' premises and security
operatives were also deployed to all schools in the state to prevent unauthorised persons
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from loitering around school premises. More measures have to be put in place to ensure
maximum security. Celestine (2015)suggested several. measwes to ensure maximum
security. The measures include; increased intelligence gathering on activities of the sect,
unmasking of sponsors of the group, prosecution of offenders to serve as a deterrent to
others, ending of social injustice which has encouraged backwardness in the country.

Concept of Human Security

Human Security is the safeguarding of people's freedom from fear and want, ensuring that
they can live in safety and dignity. The United Nations Development Programme's 1994
Human Development Report is considered a milestone publication in the field of human
security, with its argument that insuring "freedom from want" and "freedom from fear" for
all persons is the best path to tackle the problem of global insecurity. Human security
according to Commission on Human Security in its final report on Human Security summit
(1995) defines human security as the vital core protection of all human fives in ways that
enhance human freedoms and human fulfillment. Human security means protecting
fundamental freedoms. These freedoms comprise economic, food, health, environmental,
personal, community and political security that are the essence of life. Tt means protecting
people from critical and pervasive threats and situations. Human security means using
processes that build on people's strengths and aspirations.

Principles of Human Security

Human security brings together the human elements of security, rights and development
according to its principles stated by Commission on Human Security (2003). It is an inter-
disciplinary concept that displays the five principles namely; people-centred, multi-sectoral,
comprehensive, context-specific and prevention-oriented. First principle of people-centred
concept places the individual at the centre of analysis. It emphasizes a broad range of
conditions which threaten survival, livelihood and dignity of the students. Secondly, multi-
sectoral concept, this shows that human security deals with a broadened understanding of
threats in the socicty, causes of insecurity in related to economic, food, health,
environmental, personal, community and political security. These are carried out by social
institutions for proper upbringing of the students. '

Third principle of human security is comprehensive. It implies that hupan insecurities
cannot be tackled in isolation; it has to be understood by people and ready to tackle the
problem. This leads to cooperation that bring about strengthen security, development and
human rights in the society. Context-specific concept shows that human insecurity varies
considerably across different social groups and as such special solutions that would address
the particular situations have to be put in place by stakeholders. Fifthly, prevention-oriented
concept which entails provision of appropriate measures that ensures absolute security inthe
society such as protection of life and properties and provision of empowerment programmes
for individuals to enhance and sustain self-reliance in the society.

Types of Human Security

The UNDP's 1994 Human Development Report's definition of human security observed that
the scope of global security could be categorised into seven namely; economic, food, health,
environmental, personal, community and political security.Economic security requires an
assured basic income for individuals, usuatly from productive and remunerative work from
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private or public institutions. Unemployment problems as result of economic insecurity also
constitute an important factor underlying political tensions and ethnic violence. This implies
that children whe their parents do not provide with adequate and sufficient materials feel
unsecured in schools. Food security requires that all people at all times have both physical
and economic access to basic food based on their income, employment, or purchasing
power. Intellectual ability of the students and academic excellence are functions of their well
feeding. Health Security alms to guarantee a minimum protection from diseases and
unhealthy lifestyles. Threats to health security are usually greater for poor people in rural
areas, particularly children. This is due to malnutrition and insufficient access to health

services, clean water and other basic necessities are very importaut to be provided in the
schools.

Environmental security is aimed of protect people from the short- and long-term ravages of
nature, man-made threats in nature, and deterioration of the natural environment. A
conducive school environment make the students feel secured. Personal security refers to
protection of people from physical violence, whether from the state or external states, from
violent individuals and sub-state actors, domestic abuse, or predatory adults. The students
experience series of difficulty and insecurity in the school environment which need to be
looked into. Community security entails cultural dignity and inter-community peace that
exist among people in society. This brings about cooperation, understanding, inter-
relationship and interdependence between town and gown among members of communities.
Political security is concerned with protection of human rights in which people are entitled to
in the society. [t prevents viclation of human rights. Students also have rights to be protected

and participate in socio-political activities that will widen their horizon on political
education.

It becomes imperative of all stakeholders in the education sector to take a pro-active
approach to ensure students' safety in all categories of human security through a variety of
different methods and mechanism that would protect the life of students, and facilitate and
enhance their potential towards actualisation of educational goals. Keeping a school secure

and safe for students is a very important task that should not be taken lightly espec:ally by
school adminisirators and teachers.

Purpose of the Study

The main purpose of this study was to examine teachers' perception of causes and measures
to tackle students' insecurity in secondary schools in Nigeria. Specifically, this study aimed
at examining causes of insecurity in secondary schools in Kwara State, measures that could

be used to tackle insecurity in secondary schools and roles of school administrators to ensure
maximum security in the schools in Kwara State.

Research Questions
The following research questions were generated in order to guide this study.
iy What are the causes of students’ insecurity in secondary schools in Kwara State?

What are the measures that could be used totackle insecurity in secondary schools in
Kwara State?

12

L2

What roles do school administrators play to ensure maximum security in the schools
in Kwara State?

[aapl
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Methodology

This study employed the descriptive survey research design. This is appropriate for
describing secondary school teachers' opinions on causes and measures for tackling
insecurity of students in secondary schools in Kwara State, Nigeria. Researcher designed
questionnaire titled “Causes and Measures of Tackling Students' Insecurity in Secondary
Schools” (CMTS18S)was used for data collection. The respondents for the study are two
categories. There are secondary school teachers and school administrators. Three hundred
questionnaires were administrated to three hundred secondary school teachers across the
state and one hundred and thirteen secondary school administrators were also involved in the
study. Stratified sample technique was used in selecting the schools and participants for the
study. The questionnaire contained four sections. Section A of the instrument dealt with
teachers' demographic information. It contained information about respondents' school.
gender, etc. Section B of the instrument dealt with items related to causes of students'
insecurity in secondary schools in Kwara State. Section C elicited information on measures
to tackle insecurity in secondary schools in the state. Section D contained items on roles of
secondary school administrators to ensure maximum students’ security in schools. The
questionnaire was designed using four point Likert-type rating scale of Strongly Disagree
(“D), Disagree (D), Agree (A) and Strongly Agree (SA). The instrument was subjected to
both face and content validity by showing it to two experts in Social Sciences Education
Department, University of Horin, Ilorin. The reliability of the instrument was determined
through the test-retest method and a reliability index of 0.78was obtained. Three research

questions were raised in course of this study and answered using means and standard
deviation. '

Results and Discussion

Three research questions were raised in this study. The questions were answered using means
and standard deviation '

Table 2: Causes of students’insecurity in secondary schools

S/N Statements No Mean SD Rank

L. My schoolis not fenced, so students come and leave the 300 2.30 0.90 g
school anyhow.,

2 My school do not have security-men who can challenge 300  2.43 0.86 iy
the visitors and protect the students.

3. Some of the teachers in my school do not take security 300  2.06 0.81 4"
issues so serious with the students.

4. Many teachers in my school do not have adequate 300  3.36 0.88 1
information on security education to assist the students.

3. Teachers do not guide the students on how to cope with 300 1.7t 1.03 - 3®

challenges in life.

Results in Table 2 reveals that out of 5 statements that addressed causes of students'
insecurity in secondary schools in this study, item 4 which states that “many teachers in my
school do not have adequate information on security education to assist the students” was
ranked first with mean score of 3.36 and the standard deviation of 0.88. Statement 2 which
stated that “my school do not have security-men who can challenge the visitors and protect
the students™ was ranked 2™ with mean score of 2.43 and the standard deviation of 0.86.
Statement [ which states that *my school is not fenced, so students come and leave the schoal
anyhow” was ranked 3" with mean score of 2.30 and the standard desiation of 0.90.

-
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Statement 3 which states that “some of the teachers in my school do not take security issues
so serious with the students”™ was ranked 4" with mean score of 2.06 and standard deviation
of 0.81.Statement 5 which states that “teachers do not guide the students on how to cope with
the challenges of life” was ranked 5" with mean score of 1.71 and the standard deviation of

1.03.

Therefore, the prominent causes of students' insecurity in secondary schools in Nigeria are;
many teachers in schools do not have adequate information on security education to assist
the students, most schools do not have security-men who can challenge the visitors and
protect the students and my school is not fenced, so students come and leave the school
anyhow without any challenges.

Research Question 2: What are the measures tolackle insecurity in secondary schools in Nigeria?
Table 3: measures to tackle insecurity in secondary schools

SN Statements NO Mean SD Rank

6.  Training and re-training should be given to 300 319 089 1®
teachers on security education.

7. Security education should be given priority in -~ 300 1.61 0.84 49
secondary school curriculum.

8. There should be adequate information for 300 132 0710 s°
students on security issues.

9. Intelligence gathering on security should be 300 2.75 0.87 2%
extended to secondary schools.

[0.  Any form of insecurity in school should be 300 2.04 091 39

handled with appropriate measures,

Table 3 reveals that out of 5 statements that addressed measures to tackle insecurity in
secondary schools in the study, item 6 which states that “training and re-training should be
given to teachers on security education” was ranked first with mean score of 3.19 and the
standard deviation of 0.89. Statements Swhich stated that “intelligence gathering on security
should be extended to secondary schools™was ranked 2™ with mean scores of 2.75 and the
standard deviation of 0.87. Statement 10 which states that “any form of insecurity in school

should be handled with appropriate measures” ranked 3" mean score 0f 2.04 and the standard
deviation of 0.91.

However, all other statement follows with the least of them to be “there should be adequate
information for students on security issues” ranked 10™ with the mean score of 1.32 and the
standard deviation of 0.71.This implies that the major measures to tackle insecurity in
secondary schools are; training and re-training on security education should be given to
teachers, intelligence gathering on security should be extended to secondary schoolsand any
form of insecurity in school should be handled with appropriate measures. The finding of
this study coliaborates with Celestine (2015) who suggested several measures to ensure
maximum security. The measures include; increased intelligence gathering on activities of
the sect, unmasking of spansors of the group, prosecution of offenders to serve as a deterrent
to others, ending of social injustice which has encouraged backwardness in the country.

Research Question 3: What roles do school administrators play (o ensure maximum
security in schools in Nigeria?
L)
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R

Table 4 roles of school administrators to ensure maximum security in schools
S/N Statements NO Mean SD Rank
11. [ inform my students about insecurity in the” 113 3.19 - 0.89 &
environment and the role they are expected to play
for thetr safety.
12. [ strengthen the cooperation with communities and 115 1.61 0.84 L
neighbouring institutions around the school to ensure
maximum security of my students.

13, ! create avenue for discussion on security education 113 1.32 0.71 5m
with the studentson the assembly. .

14. I pay more attention to students’ behaviours and react 113 2.75 0.87 o
promptly Lo any issues that may affect them. .

15. 1 give adequate information on security tolawv 113 2.04 0.91 34

enforcement agencies,seek their help and support

when the need arises.
Results in Table 4 reveals that out of 5 statements that addressed roles of secondary school
administrators in ensuring maximum security in the schools in the study, item 10 which
states that “I inform my students about insecurity in the environment and the role they are
expected to play for their safety” ranked first with mean score of 3.19 and the standard
deviation of 0.89. Statements 14 which stated that “I pay more attention to students’
behaviours and react promptly to any issues that may affect them”was ranked 2™ with mean
scores of 2.75 and the standard deviation of 0.87. Statement 15 which stated that “1 give
adequate information on security to law enforcement agencies, seek their help and support
when the need arises” ranked 3“with mean score 0f2.04 and the standard deviation of 0.91.

However, all other statement follows with the least of them to be “I create avenue for
discussion on security education with the students on the assembly” ranked 5" with the mean
score of 1.32 and the standard deviation of 0.7 1. Therefore, the roles of school administrators
are to inform the students about insecurity in the environment and the role they are expected
to play for their safety, pay more attention to students' behaviours and react promptly to any
issues that may affect them and give adequate information on insecurity to law enforcement
agencies, seek their help and support when the need arises. This finding is in line with

Conclusion

Nigerians have been facing different forms of human insecurity especially in schools where
students are experiencing fear and threats. Consequentially, school administrators have been
entrusted with the responsibility of protecting monitoring human and materials resources in
the schools. Students' insecurity is a social problem that can be tackled by cooperation of all
stakeholders in education and other agencies in the country. School administrators have
many roles to play in preventing human insecurity and foster peaceful coexistence by
training teachers as members of community on effective and adequate policymaking as well
as promoting public awareness on civic, culture, coexistence norms and promotion of
strategies that increase public awareness and inhibit violations of children’s rights and other
forms of human insecurity in the society. '

Recommendations .
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were made:
[ Security education should be made compulsory in schools and be well internalised

to students by trained teachers.

Teachers need to be trained and re-trained on security education so that they could
- . + A4,

ensure maximum security in the schoriil&

2.

H
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School administrators should intensify their efforts by ensuring maximum security
in the schools.

L

4, Intelligence gathering that would involve all stakeholders in education should be
encouraged. ‘ '
3. Adequate and sufficient facilities both huran and material resources should be put

inplace in schools.
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