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Abstract

Thispaperfocuses on gender inequalities andaccess to education. A3-section,
10 item questionnaire was used to elicit information from the respondents
comprising of literate and illiterate individuals in the society. Section A
comprises ofrespondents bio-data, section B contains 10 items and Cprovides
spacefor the respondents'opinion that may nothavebeenlistedinsection B. The
responseswere collatedandthecommonopinions are as summarisedbelow:

1. Girl children willfinally find themselves in their husbands' houses so
there isnoneedplacing them onastrongfootingeducation.

2. Girl children are not always interested in science and technological
basedcourses which are now the order ofthe day.

3. Girl children havephobiaforscientific enquiry anddiscovery.

It is therefore suggested that girl-children have to be encouraged to take up
challenges with their male counterparts in order to be relevant to the
contemporaiy society, Illiterate parents should be educated and literates be
encouraged to allow their girl^children good access to education. Government
shouldprovidefree andcompulsory educationforgirls up to university level.
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Gender Inequalities, Access
to Education and National Development in Nigeria

:GenderInequalitiesAssess,Education;Nationaldevelopment
keywords

lntr0dEUdCul0L has been defrned in ^^«SS.t3Sdependingontbeirperce^^of^^^^5^ ring the
seen as the most P°^^"^^.^J^!^ It is the sum total of thecitizens to master their social and natura1 e"""*££^ emotional well
development of an indivtdual's {J^tflSSlSS **** *™^ "being. It is all the experiences of the "gjgf^e and technology are

thatffssrsKl^lss^^greatly expanded for students in Afnca.and otherf^t °^isadvantageoffemales
representationalachievem^
inalarge number ofAfrican states. The acqu mo ^ ^.^^^
i, possible for the Nigerian*^*tSLis they are expected among..and development. Whatever S^^ffi^kers,Asmothers, the
omerthings)toPky*eIu1eofmo&^^n^en and bring them up in
Nigerian women are expected toJT*toce p d
conformity with norms and^^^"d assist them in their task of

the best intheir husbands. ds ^ exampies they tram
Women as mothers are Ae best teachers^ ey ^ first ldeas

children. From then the children *"*"Jj* -Tuthfulness or falsehood,
about goodness or badness ***^*g&£ words of Ndalolo (1999
honesty or deceit, humanity or »«JJP«^ftmisguided, ignorant, poor and

SSSSSS^^^5 happiness in*"home'consequently, the nation as awhole.

Education develops one's P^^^J^ndbelief in her ability toeducated girl acqtnred^Pgg^^g^^W^sel
manipulate her environment. Educationi*rej cactivities. Ay0ola
equips one with knowledge^ScSRna,Sta&d that, the purpose(1997), in discussing the purpose ofeducation in us
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ofeducation which should be the same as the national purpose is to create a good
society and good life for all its members, and to useall the intellectualand moral
resources man has developedand all resources he is capable ofdeveloping in the
pursuit of this goal. The ideals in Ayoola's ideas fall short of the Nigerian
situation because, not all its members are carried along equally in educational
opportunities.

As a mother, educated girl-child is more able to adapt strategies which
maximize the life chances of her children by taking decisions in the marital,
reproductive, economic and medical centres. An educated girl/child, when
married, is more likely to provide a healthy diet, seek proper medical help and
follow medical advice in the treatment ofher children leading to low infants and
childmortality. Educated girl-child who is a productof social change herself is
better equipped to socialise herchildren to survive in the new socio- economic
order.

The educated woman is more likely to improve the capacity of life for the
children by allocating more resources (energy, time and money) for them. She is
likely to provide a healthy diet, seek proper medical help, and follow medical
advice in the treatment of her children leadings to lower infant and child
mortality. She ismore likely to purchase educational goods and services for her
children. An educated womanwho is a product of social changeherselfis better
equipped to socialise her children to survive in the new socio- economic order
commitant with development. Ndalolo (1999) lucidly put itthat education does
not only prepare the woman herself to participate in the development of her
country. Italso enables her to prepare her offspring for participating effectively in
the society. This is why itis often said that when you educate aman, you educate
anindividual, butwhen you educate awoman, you are educating awhole nation.

Parents and theirAttitude to Girl-Child Education

Gender simply means being amale or female and gender roles imply ways in
which man and woman have different roles and responsibility in different
culture. In Africa, birth of female child is always with mixed feelings. It is
believed that girl -child is a "visitor". She will leave for the husband's house.
Often times, when the child isagirl, the husband and relations tend to be nagging.
Some people will not congratulate the woman who had gone under the rigour of
pregnancy and child labour. The mother and the girl-child are not entitled to the
father's inheritance. Many mothers ofgirl-children have been abandoned for the
problems that are not of their own making. Education ofgirl-child has always
been held with levity because people believe girls are of weaker sex without
stamina, can easily be lured into sexual act, cannot face challenges and at the end
of the day, will leave her father's house for another man's house. Some girl-
children are left to learn family trade or go for apprenticeship for fear of being
impregnated while going to school Ifgirls are sent to school, they are restricted

146



-

GenderInequalities,Access to Education and National Development in Nigeria

to take higher courses that do not require many challenges. Girls are found in
courses like Home economics, teaching, languages and so on.
(Garrett, 2009)

Relevance ofGirl-Children to the Development ofthe Society

An adage says train a girl and train a nation. Education of girl that will
become amother ismandatory inthe development ofthe nation. Aneducated girl
will not rush into marriage until after her education. Such girl-cluld must have
undergone training from primary school through the university. She is trained in
various disciplines to contribute her quota to the workforce and the economy of
their community andtheglobal society (Ololube &Egbezor, 2012)

An educated girl, that is married, will be ahome maker, knows the type of;
medical attention needed in th< home, food togive toher children andthe school
her children should go. Ail educated woman will make sure that her
child/children attend(s) school regularly and even engage them after school.
Nowadays educated girls are competing with their male counterparts in fields
like medicine, law, politics accounting and others and they performing well and
sometimes better than their male counterparts. They sometimes do better than
men because of their diligence and gentle nature. Girl children education is
relevant because they evi attain higher positions to correct some erroneous belief
thatgirl education endsinthekitchen.

Female Child and Technologically Based Courses

It is always a common misconception that males are known to perform
better in technologically related courses than female. Durnell, Glissor and Siann
(1995) in their Scottish study found out that girls and women were confident
users of computers, despite their initial hesitation. There were so many studies
that attested to the fact that girls and women undervalue their abilities in the area
oftechnology. For example, Spertus (1991) and Cottrell (1992) were ofthe view
that gender stereotyping contributed to differences in confidence and male
dominating computer games. According to Plunket (19.97), 80% ofthe software
segment is designed for boys while only 20% is for girls.

Male dominance and harassment havenotallowed females tobeeffective
in technological related courses. At times, males may equally feel that when
females participate in technology they threaten their males' identity. Wajeman
1991 submitted that excluding and rejecting women from technology reveals that
it is not for them but for men, thereby consolidating relations among them.
Although roles undertaken by women are always devalued

Relevant Examples ofFemale AchieversintheGlobal Society i
According toAmaele, (2008)., the following are some women ofsubstance

who can be recognised as examples of achievers. This will avail the various
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governments the opportunity to support equality among male and female
children.

JORGE, Sonia

She has a master degree in public policy and BA/BS Economics and Business
Finance (University of Massachusetts). For the past 12 years now, she has been
involved in reforms involving telecommunications.

MARCELLE, Gillian

Her career in telecommunications began in 1998. For the past 14 years, she has
been so active in ICT and telecommunications. She was chosen as one of the

members of the high level panel that advised United Nations on ICT and
development issues

MIJUMBI,Rita

She is a project manager for development services in Uganda. She is a member of
the Uganda Development Gateway working group. She once worked as project
officer for the international development research centre in Uganda. She has
master's degree in Entrepreneurship development and Management.

PAI, Young-Joo

She has been involved in the management of women's information resource
center in Korea. She got her Ph.D in library and information system in Korea

RAMILO,Chat

For the past seven years, she has been specializing in gender, information and
communication technology and women's electronic networking.

• • f
SEYE SYLLA, Fatimata

She has a baccalaureate in mathematics. She has a master degree in science with
a first University degree. She equally has a post graduate management degree
from the African regional school in Dakar. She attended many training sessions
in computerscience, computers ineducationand other internetrelatedareas. She
was identified to have conducted research in ICTs use in education.

Late Professor Dora AKUNYILI

She was a professor and former Minister for information and communication
under the headships of late President Alhaji Musa Yar'adua and President Dr.
Goodluck Jonathan
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Dr (Mrs) Sarah ALADE

She is currently one ofthe Deputy Governors ofCentral Bank ofNigeria.

Okonjo Iweala Former Minster for finance during Chief Olusegun Obasanjo's
tenure her achievements are laudable. She is currentlythe finance Minister and
coordinating Minister of Economy in President Goodluck Jonathan's
administration.

Otherwomen ofachievement in Nigeria include;

Hajia Turai Yaradua (The wife oflate AlhajiUmaru Musa Yaradua) who took
laudable steps inmoving Nigeria forward and improving the plight ofwomen.
Mrs Jonathan the wife of the current president of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria.

Erelu Olushola Obada the former Osun State Deputy Governor and former
minister for state defence inPresident Goodluck Jonathan's administration.

Mrs Oyinlola,Awoman ofinsight the wife offormer Osun State governor
Prof. (Mrs.) AleleWilliams formerly Vice -Chancellor University ofBenin
Prof. (Mrs.) BolanleAwe formerly Oyo State commissioner for education
Prof. (Mrs.) AizeObayan former Vice Chancellor CovenantUniversity Ota
Prof. (Mrs.) Oyatoye (Rtdfrom University ofIlorin
Prof. (Mrs.) Sidikat Ijaya Director, Institute of Education, (Academics)
University of Ilorin

Prof. (Mrs.) E.O Omosewo Head, Department of Science Education,
University ofIlorin

Prof. (Mrs.) Modinat Funsho Salman University ofIlorin
Dr. (Mrs) Olaseinde Williams Director, Centre for peace and strategic studies,
University ofIlorin

Dr. (Mrs) Raheemat O. Oloyede (Zonal Coordinator JAMB Kwara and Kogi)

Problems ofGender Inequality

Female students tend to drill into or are guided towards areas of study
regarded as 'Females' fields, examples are teaching, nursing, library, arts and
secretarial studies which are considered as female occupations. It is either they
shy away or get discouraged from areas like engineering, medicine and others.
The result is that in the labour market, women end up in the low paying, low
status job regarded as-the traditional, less productive and less important for
development. . ;.•:•• , - :' •/ • '•-.
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Maabovy and Jacklin (1974) contributing to sex stereo typing, stated that
women are assumed to be small, weak and with scattered brain, among all, she is
not expected to be agreat surgeon, pilot, long/marathon race sprinter, perform
energy requiring job or do subjects that require special ability but rather ones
requiring verbal attitude like secretariatjob.

From the opinion polls conducted, parents laid emphasis on the training
/education of male children than females, that there are always more female
children than males in families.

Research Questions

For the purpose ofthis study, the following questions were asked and answered;
Are girl-children interested in science and technologically based
courses?

Are parents willing to train their girl-children to University level1?
Are girl-children interested in taking up role challenges?
Can traumatic experiences discourage girl-children continuing their
education?

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Table 1

General assertive statements ofparents on girl -child education
Female No response atall

Responses
Girl-children are not interested in science
technologically based courses
Some parents are not always willing to
train their girl-children
Girl-children are always lazy, not ready to
take up role challenges
Parents laid emphasis on education male -
children than females

Source: Fieldwork

From table 1 the 200 parents who responded to section 3ofthe questionnaire fell
that girl-children are not scientifically and technologically inclined. Moreover n
was their submission that some parents are not always willing to train their gir -
children. Thismay be as aresult ofthe previous interaction with section B, table
1Furthermore, they believed that girl- children were equally lazy and were no-
ready to take up role challenges. The responses ofparent did not differ much or

Male

89

69

79

98

150

111

105

100

102

26

21
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the traumatic experience ofmale and female children.

There are other factors listed why girl children should be willing to go to school
and why, in opinion they should not be educated. These too show that there are
variant opinions about educating girl children.

Parents (Literate/Illiterate) who felt girl children should go to school are
futuristic. They felt that even ifit does not pay them now, they will take care of
them during oldage.Othersubmissions include.

(1) Girl- childrennormally have time to visit parents at old age.
(2) Girl- children always have the foresight about what to do for parents/

siblings.

Those who felt that girl-children should not be educated stated amongst
others that;

(a) when they marry they may not project the family's name again.
(b) theywill always focus on their husbandsandchildren.
(c) girl- children have phobia for scientific enquiry and discovery.

DifferentwaysofAttainingGenderEqualityin Education

Government should provide free education to GIRL-CHILDREN at all levels
with emphasis on science, mathematics, technology and vocation than the
situation is, atpresent. This is necessary soas tobeable tocontribute their own
quota in these areas.

(i) There should beaquota ofatleast 10-20% specifically for admission of
women into tertiary institution for courses in which female students are
currently marginalized. This will increase the number of female
students going for such courses.

(ii) Training areas and procedures that can influence female participation
in planned ways should be identified and pursued by Ministry of
Education and Women Affairs Units at State and Federal tertiary
institutions

(iii) Parents, community leaders and public officials should besensitized on
the importance of educating girls.

(iv) The women folk themselves should be up to liberate themselves from
thejinx of thisenslavinggenderfactor

(v) Secondary school girls should be encouraged arid rightlycounselled to
pursue technological, scientific and vocational career like their male
counterparts.
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(vi) The women folk should reject the feelings of inferiority complex which
have created the subjugation syndrome in them and make themselves
visible in the field oftechnology, by their contributions.

(vii) Women should see themselves as active agent of development rather
than household goods. Because a person's self concept will determine
its struggling for achievement.

Once the above are considered, the girl-children will have the courage to
forge ahead.

Conclusion

Girl children have to be encouraged in all facets oflife to be up and doing and
compete with their male counterparts. Both literate and illiterate parents should
encourage their girl-children, love them so as to reach the top and be recognised
in the society. Thewomen folk in all professions should rise up to thechallenges
of girlchild education, fight fortheircourse so that they will equally enjoy good
education since the national policy on education is in support of equal
educational opportunities then it connotes that the girl-children should be
allowedgood access to education. The government(federal, state, local) should
make education of girl- child free and compulsory and they should be gender
sensitive in selection to posts institutions and positions so that they would be
encouraged.
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