Agenda-Setting Role of the Mass Media on Corruption and Insecurity:  A Content Analysis of Three Nigerian Newspapers









by








 Patrick Udende
Department of Mass Communication
University of Ilorin, Nigeria
udendepatrick@yahoo.com
08051518456

Abstract
     The issue of development has always been high on national agenda. And the mass media are incontrovertibly recognised for their significant role as precursor of information on all spheres of life. On account of this, the paper examines the role of the mass media in creating awareness and shaping people’s attitude concerning corruption and security challenges in Nigeria. It content-analyses three newspapers namely; Daily Trust, Nigerian Tribune and The Nation in terms of story type, prominence and sources of information on security issues. The researcher purposely selects the national newspapers on the strength of their pedigree covering the period of July and December, 2012. Findings of the 359 stories published in the 42 issues systematically selected reveal that the newspapers covered insecurity adequately. The study concludes that there is high-level prominence and regularity which individual newspapers devote to security concerns. It recommends among other things that the mass media should sustain their tempo of reportage with a view to influencing all stakeholders to explore avenues of halting the spate of corruption and insecurity which constitutes a clog in the wheels of national development.
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Introduction
The world welcomed one of the colonised nations, Nigeria as a sovereign country when it officially gained independence on October 1, 1960. Approximately 53 years after, the richly endowed nation seems hopelessly struggling to emancipate from the shackles of underdevelopment. Potentials, natural and human, Nigeria is blessed with are elaborately captured by Ehusani (1996:17) who posits that:
The country is blessed with vast arable land that stretches between the delta region of the deep south, through the tropical rain forest of the southwest to the savannah region of the north. There are abundant water resources not only in the south, but also in the north. The climate is mild, favourable to an all-year-round production of food and cash crops […] in terms of mineral resources, Nigeria could be said to have more than its fair share of nature’s endowment. They include a rich deposit of high quality petroleum, a yet untapped reservoir of natural gas, and an appreciable deposit of iron ore, limestone, tin, coal, etc. 
	Nevertheless, Nigeria is beset with poverty, homelessness, hunger, unemployment just to mention a few. One serious cause of the level of development of Nigeria which has become an issue of grave concern is attributed to corruption. Despite the fact that the menace infiltrates all segments of society, Olaitan (2010:10) and Achebe (1983:3), in his The Trouble with Nigeria hold leadership responsible.  Also reasoning in that light, Mamadu (2006:57) observes that to a large extent, the greatest percentage of the problems in Nigeria today is as a result of incompetent, insincere and ineffective leaders. Their preoccupation, therefore, is to squander national treasury at the expense of national development. Corroborating this position, IIDEA (2000:94) is emphatic that, as resources are brazenly diverted to serve private and partisan sectional ends, the national infrastructure, ranging from the educational and health institutions through the road and rail network to the entire power and energy sector, is allowed to go into decay with far-reaching consequences for both the economy and the society. Popular wisdom suggests that the country is clearly being set aback by many decades as life for the majority consists mainly of striving for basic subsistence amidst collapsing facilities and institutional predation.
	 The country’s corruption reputation gives it an inglorious global rating which Enahoro (2010:302) alludes:
Nigeria as rated in Transparency International Corruption Perception Index (CPI), was the world’s most corrupt country in 2000, second most corrupt country in 2001, 2002, and 2003, third most corrupt country in 2004, and sixth most corrupt in 2005. Although the rating improved in 2007, with Nigeria being placed in the 121st position alongside Togo, Sao Tome and Principe, there is much to be done. Corruption still remains the number one problem of the country.
	Manifestations of this come in the guise of malnutrition, poverty, decay in social and physical infrastructure, a collapsed political process, insecurity and deprivation of fundamental human rights and privileges as earlier stated. This has happened so much so that there is no respect for human life and dignity. This lack of respect prompted Ajayi (2010:5) to aver that “…In our country, Nigeria, human life has become very cheap and human dignity is not respected. More often than not, (even) those who are expected to defend and promote human life and dignity are guilty of terminating human life and abusing human dignity.” It becomes discernible that sustained deprivation has shut the doors of reason and ultimately detaches Nigerians and Africans in general from their culture of peace formerly adored. Such detachment has significant negative impact. In recognition of this fact, Asante (2004:6) notes that lack of connectedness to culture is at the heart of social tensions and other anti-social behaviours in Africa. According to him:
This lack of attachment to culture creates insensitivity to others, harnesses abrasiveness and arrogance. Indeed, people who have lost all contact with their inner cultural selves demonstrate their loss by their political manners which include murders, rapes, and wanton destruction – Sierra Leone, Liberia, Somalia,  Ethiopia, Sudan, Angola, Congo, Burundi, and Rwanda are just makers of disconnectedness. They are the worst kinds of insensitivities.
The state of affairs, as we have in Nigeria today is briskly heading to this direction. This is predicated on my firm belief that definite and decisive steps have no place in the fight against corruption and insecurity in the country. 
	Suffice to state that the level of corruption and spate of insecurity with negative consequences on level of development is not new. Right from independence, there has been recorded cases of corruption and insecurity nationwide. Historical evidences buttress this.
	Shortly after independence deprivation occasioned by poor leadership culminated into a three-month civil war in Nigeria. Other brazen and overt corruption and security challenges witnessed are that of Deprieye Alameseigha and James Ibori theft of their state governments’ funds, Mainagate pension fund, Otedola-Farouk bribery scandal, political assassinations (as in the case of Kudirat Abiola, Marshall Harry, Bola Ige, a Plateau Senator etc), hostage taking (as in one of the most recent cases of mother to Okonjo Iweala) and ethno-religious clashes (Kano, Kaduna and Jos riots, Ife-Modakeke, Tiv-Jukun, Umuleri-Agunleri etc). Others are armed robbery and car snatching. Even security operatives are not spared in the desecration of sanctity of human life as evidenced in exchange of shooting by security agencies (as in the case of Nigeria Police and the Nigeria Security Civil Defence Corps recently witnessed in Lagos), bomb blasts (as in the UN office, Abuja etc) championed today by the Boko Haramists and other forms of mayhem unleashed on Nigerians. In the face of the mounting spate of corruption and insecurity in the country that inarguably truncates speedy development, what have the mass media been doing to halt the trend?
	The power of the mass media to determine what the people should read or see and possibly do has never been in doubt. By virtue of their professional calling, the mass media have over the years been actively involved in investigating and reporting issues in the public domain. This is in recognition of the fact that information is power. Thus, media professionals who wield the powerful instrument either to do good or evil have the options of either to serve the nation or indulge in self-aggrandizement. In serving the nation to combat corrupt practices and insecurity to pave way for national development, the media have relentlessly been in the vanguard of unveiling criminals; sensitizing the public on the evil consequences of crime. At the same time, they have been sensitizing the public on government programmes affecting attitudinal change and orientation towards combating crimes. Indeed, one of the most bizarre of the activities of criminals, according to Gambo (2008) was the violent robbery of leper’s colony reported by the Imo government-owned, Nigerian Statesman of February 20, 1985. We cannot also forget in a hurry the The News’ report about Salisu Buhari’s Toronto certificate saga as well as other newspaper reports on the Evan(s) Enwerem name controversy, Chuba Okadigbo contract scam and the unpopular 2012 subsidy removal that generated general public resentment. Sometimes it is mere religious bigotry. It must be noted that these and other similar cases exacerbate security challenges in the country. 
	Mass media professionals do this in line with their professional ethics and principles. Consequently they agree that paramount in the make-up of a journalist is a deep and genuine interest in people and the nation. Thus, media focus has been on issues that benefit the general public and uphold fairness, national unity and development. This informed Sommerland (1966:140) cited in Gambo (2008:13-14) to caution journalists with tendency to err that:
…if you are not very interested in other people and you think that most people are a bit of nuisance, and you prefer not to have to do with them than necessary, journalism is not for you. Hand in hand with the interest in people should go the qualities of sympathy (so that you can see the other side of an issue, even if you disagree with the person who holds it open-mindedness so that you do not make a hasty ill-informed judgment); and enquiring mind (so that you really get to the bottom of the thing you are asking about).
And this is what most media outfits have been doing to fight crime in Nigeria. Through the agenda-setting role, the media have become cautionary, regularly raising warning flags about corruption and insecurity. This does not excuse media excesses. Ownership, commercial interest and government influence limit opportunities for journalism practices concerning crime. Hence, media coverage of corruption and insecurity in Nigeria is sometimes characterized by lack of context and a penchant for the over dramatic and sensational due to the working reality of reporters in the news environment.
Statement of the Problem
Every country strives to become a developed nation. Even those that are developed do not only sustain the status they have attained but seek advancement. However, from whatever consideration, corruption undermines viable options capable of addressing backwardness or stagnation. That is why it is considered disabling, oppressive and regressive. According to Oroh (2002:16) in Enahoro (2010:303) while the act of corruption may not be in the open, rumours about it normally circulate widely. This increases fear and insecurity in the minds of people. Understandably information is central to keep people informed about corruption and insecurity to take safe guards and the mass media is responsible for that. They sensitize citizens about societal ills, act as checks on government and at the same time sensitize citizens about government policies and programmes. Against this backdrop, the study seeks to ascertain the extent to which the mass media have been discharging its constitutional role to mitigate corruption and insecurity which is a bane to development of Nigeria.
Objectives of the Study 
1. To determine the extent to which Nigeria newspapers report security challenges.
2. To identify the level of prominence Nigeria newspapers give to insecurity.
3. To determine the most news items on insecurity that constitutes the newspaper content.
4. To determine the major sources of newspaper reports on insecurity in Nigeria.
Research Questions
1) To what extent do Nigeria newspapers cover security challenges?
2) What level of prominence do Nigeria newspapers give to insecurity?
3) What news items on insecurity that most constitutes the newspaper content?
4) What are the major sources of newspaper reports on insecurity in Nigeria?
	Theoretical Framework 
	This study finds the Agenda-Setting Theory of the mass media useful. Agenda-Setting is the process whereby the mass media determine what we think and worry about. Walter Lippmann, a journalist first observed this function, in the 1920’s. Lippmann (1922) then pointed out that the media dominates over the creation of pictures in our head; he believed that the public reacts not to actual events but to the pictures in our head.  Therefore the agenda-setting process is used to remodel all the events occurring in our environment, into a simpler model before we deal with it.  Researchers Cohen (1963), and McCombs and Shaw (1977) have then followed this concept. Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw as pointed out by Littlejohn (2002) have best described the agenda-setting function  where they point out that there is abundantly collected evidence that editors and broadcasters   play an important part  as they go through their daily tasks  in deciding and publicising news.   
To McCombs and Shaw (1977:5):
This impact of the mass media - the ability to effect cognitive change among individuals, to structure their thinking - has been labeled the agenda-setting function of mass communication. Here lies the most important effect of mass communication, its ability to mentally order and organise our world for us. In short, the mass media may not be successful in telling us what to think, but they are stunningly successful in telling us what to think about.
The common assumption of agenda-setting is the ability of the media to influence the visibility of events in the public mind which has been a part of our culture for quite a long time now. McQuail (2005:512) maintains that the core idea of the theory is that the news media indicate to the public what the main issues of the day are and this is reflected in what the public perceives as main issues. Therefore the concept of agenda-setting in our society is for the press to selectively choose what we see or hear in the media.
	Agenda-setting, according to Iyengar (1987) occurs through a cognitive process known as accessibility. Accessibility implies that the more frequently and prominently the news media cover an issue, the more instances of that issue become accessible in audience's memories. When respondents are asked what the most important problem facing the country is, they answer with the most accessible news issue in memory, which is typically the issue the news media focus on the most. The agenda-setting effect is not the result of receiving one or a few messages but is due to the aggregate impact of a very large number of messages, each of which a different content has but all of which deal with the same general issue (Dearing & Rogers, 1988). Mass-media coverage in general and agenda-setting in particular also has a powerful impact on what individuals think that other people are thinking, and hence they tend to allocate more importance to issues that have been extensively covered by mass media.
        Agenda-Setting has two levels.  The first level enacts the common subjects that are most important, and the second level decides what parts of the subject are important. These two levels of agenda-setting lead into what is the function of this concept. This concept is process that is divided into three parts according to Dearing and Rogers (1988). The first part of the process is the importance of the issues that are going to be discussed in the media. Second, the issues discussed in the media have an impact over the way the public thinks, this is referred as public agenda. Ultimately the public agenda influences the policy agenda. Furthermore “the media agenda affects the public agenda, and the public agenda affects the policy agenda” (Littlejohn, 2002:320)
                McCombs and Shaw (1977) have brought the importance of agenda-setting to our attention when they carried out the Chapel Hill study. Their emphasis and goal with this study was that the agenda issues found in the news media and among general public is what sets the media agenda. Then in 1972 David Weaver joined McCombs and Shaw where they studied the 1976 U.S. presidential election. Within this project the researchers studied the attributes of the agenda, the description of presidential candidates in the news and the agenda attributes in voters’ descriptions of the candidates (McCombs & Shaw, 1977:4). Throughout this study the researchers found out that there was a relationship between the media agenda and the public agenda. These studies are for the purpose of looking at the media issues and determining whether these issues are important. Therefore, the second level of agenda plays an important role in this study because it decides what parts of the issues are important in regards to the presidential election.
                Other factors that affect agenda-setting are the combination of gatekeepers, editors and managers, and external influences. These external influences may be from non-media sources, government officials and influential individuals. These factors affect the agenda-setting process to an extent that depending what power each factor may have will eventually influence the media agenda. For example “if the media has close relationship with the elite society, that class will probably affect the media agenda and the public agenda in turn” (Littlejohn, 2002:321).
                This theory of agenda setting is relevant to this work in the sense that it interprets the media power to establish what news we see or hear and what part of the news is important to see or hear on corruption and insecurity. Also it influences policy formulation which means that government will try to focus on issues that the public wants to hear about if it deems necessary.  
 Conceptual Clarifications
		Corruption: Corruption is most commonly defined as the misuse or the abuse of public office for private gain (World Bank, 1997, UNDP, 1999). It can come in various forms and a wide array of illicit behaviour, such as bribery, extortion, fraud, nepotism, graft, speed money, pilferage, theft, and embezzlement, falsification of records, kickbacks, influence peddling, and campaign contributions (Klitgaard, 1998:1). While corruption is commonly attributed to the public sector, it also exists in other aspects of governance, such as political parties, private business sector, and NGO (USAID, Anticorruption Strategy, 2005).
[bookmark: insecurity__8]		Insecurity: The Oxford Dictionary (2013) defines insecurity as uncertainty or anxiety about oneself or lack of confidence. It adds that insecurity is the state of being open to danger or threat; lack of protection.
		Mass media: These are the means of sharing and exchanging information, ideas and opinions in a society. They include radio, television, newspapers and magazines. In other words, it is any medium to transmit mass communication to a large number of heterogeneous audience (Belthlane, 2008:72). The internet revolution has impacted greatly on communication and journalism as it improves the horizon of the traditional mass media (radio, television, newspapers, and magazines). With these media now having internet versions, Nwabueze (2009:152) contends that it enhances their reach and information dissemination to diverse audience.
	Related studies	
For development to take place, security of lives and property is essential. Absence of peace leads to decimation of innocent lives, destruction of property and disruption of economic activities. Constitutions of the world, therefore, recognize that security of lives and property is even a fundamental right. In Nigeria, section 14 (2) (b) of the 1999 Constitution states that, “the security and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose of government”.  To some extent the widespread frustration and deep sense of insecurity to life and property has become a matter of grave concern to government, security agencies and the Nigerian citizens (Nwosu, 2002:46). At least in principle Nigerians are awash with media report on government always being “on top of the situation”; what has become a cliché, in event of security breach. Unfortunately, this is not always the case.
	In Nigeria, several risk factors are responsible for security challenges in the states and country at large. The most obvious of these, according to Jones (2003:165) is widespread suffering and need. He further says there are also other more intangible challenges such as a widespread sense in some states that the elite have become distant from its society’s cultural and religious traditions. Some of the security concerns have political undertone. According to Alanamu (2005:2) the intent is to cause injury or death to persons and damage or destruction to property. Therefore, the objective, choice of targets or victims, surrounding circumstances, implementation and effects has political significance. That is, to modify the behaviour of others in the existing arrangement of a power structure that has some consequences for the political system.
	Generally speaking poor leadership has been one of the greatest factors responsible for Nigeria’s security threats that undermine national development. Apart from coups and counter coups experienced, poor leadership has squandered the atmosphere of peace that should spur development. Our sad history is replete with ethno-political clashes. Remarkably, during the Gowon administration, many Nigerians were lost. Citing Kirk Greene (1967), Mamadu (2008:36) asserts that during the first weekend of October 1966, violence broke out in the North against Igbos and other Easterners, and in the East against Northerners; reports of each in the other region rapidly inflamed passions, and before the weekend was over, somewhere between 5,000 and 50,000 people had been killed and a panicked exodus of the estimated two million Igbos living in the North had begun.
	This was not all. Violent clashes with ethnic and religious colouration have always characterized the relationship between Muslim northerners and their Christian southern counterparts. In the years following the end of the civil war in 1970, Konkwo (2009:10) notes that political and religious differences between the Hausa-Fulani and the non-Muslim groups of the North remained salient in the affairs of the religion. There erupted demonstrations in the northern parts of the country over the apparent rejections of Sharia Court of Appeal. Konkwo (2009) goes on to establish that in April, 1991, another religious-communal uprising took place in Bauchi over alleged sale of pork (the eating of which is forbidden in Islam) by a Sayawa butcher to a Muslim lad on April 20, 1991.
	Today the pervasiveness of insecurity in Nigeria is so high and threatening that even places of worship considered sacred are now desecrated. Example is the St. Theresa’s Catholic Church, Mandalla bomb attack on the Christmas day of 2011 among others. Besides, according to the Nigerian Tribune of February 27, 2012, more than 250 Nigerians have been killed in about eight bombing incidents with the highest recorded casualties during multiple explosions in Kano on Friday, January 20, 2012. Again, on Friday, April 19 this year, gun duel between the Islamic sect, Boko Haram, and Joint Task Force (JTF) in Baga, a fishing community in Borno State, has left over 185 people dead and 2000 homes destroyed (Daily Newswatch, 2013:1). Indeed, a record of insecurity challenges in the northern part of the country has been widely documented by journalists. Daily Newswatch (2013: 2) reports that “The insurgency in Nigeria grew out of a 2009 riot led by Boko Haram members in Maiduguri, which ended in a military and Police crackdown that killed around 700 people…Shootings, suicide bombings and other attacks carried out by the group have killed at least 1,548 people before the latest attack.”
	The orgy of insecurity which should be of priority attention to government with the apparatus to fight it seems indisposed. This does not only provide the moral ground for reprisal attacks but also citizens have a justification for accusing government for complicity. For example, when Dele Giwa was blown to pieces by a letter bomb, a spiral of silence attitude continued before Kudirat Abiola was murdered in broad daylight in Lagos by gunmen later identified as government agents.
		But we have certain agencies with the mandate to fight corruption and insecurity. Some of them are the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and Independent Corrupt Practices and Related Offences Commission (ICPC). With the level of plunder in our country, one wonders what they really do. This is even when information about the plunders is put at their door step. For example: 
	In 1999, the World Bank compiled a list of Nigerian funds by depositors in four Western countries, and gave the list to the president Obasanjo. Only the late Sanni Abacha has been partially prosecuted since then. All the others have been enjoying their looting money while the government continues to look at other contemporary penny looters (Mamadu, 2008:44). 
	             Talking about restiveness one easily calls to mind the nasty experience in the Niger Delta regions which is traceable to the neglect of the people of the region by the Federal Government and the transnational oil companies that operate there. Until the amnesty and subsequent establishment of the Niger Delta Development Commission whose performance is yet to yield meaningful result, measures taken by government actually solved either the immediate or remote causes of the problems in the area. The reason is that most of the measures were autocratic and lacked human face as military force was employed to pacify the people of the region. This is consistent with Naumkin’s (2003:93) belief that “there has to be resolute combat against all forms and varieties of terrorism and extremism for whatever reasons, religious included. Peace must not be hostage to terrorists.” Perhaps this inclined Popoola (2008:130), who maintains that from the perspective of the Niger-Delta crises alone, the Nigerian experience of the authoritative allocation of values in the last 42 years (1966-2008) has been that of absolute application of coercive instruments of the state to back up illegal authoritative allocation of values. 
	             As it is customary with government, one is not too surprised with similar approach taken to check incessant cases of bomb blasts particularly in the northern part of the country. Where arrests are made of perpetrators of insecurity nothing is heard of their prosecution to serve as deterrent. In some cases government resort to extra judicial killings via the Joint Task Force responsible to check what it describes as “terrorism” or “extremism”. This approach is not considered the best option. Subscribing to this, Singh (1999:2) is of the opinion that:
	The assumption that principal application of strategic thought is in the realm of the military alone is a common error, a simplism, for the culture of strategy is not born in that crucible. It is an intermix of many influences: civilization, culture, evolution, and the functioning of a civil society all contribute. It is a by-product of the political culture of a nation, and its state, more particularly its understanding of and subscription to the concept of power, and the nature of that power, its application and more importantly its limitations…
	I think it is in realization of this that the federal government, in April 2013, did not only contemplate calling for amnesty for the Boko Haramists but constituted a 26-member committee to marshal out strategies for the amnesty on condition that amnesty would not be granted in a vacuum but on structures related to the one in the Niger Delta region (Silver Bird Television, 2013).
		In discussing the agenda-setting role of the mass media in overall national development, Herman and Chomsky (1988) emphasis the capability of the media to inform, educate and correlate on salient issues including security challenges. Where there are major issues like concentration of wealth in few hands that necessitates strikes and sporadic uprisings that threaten national security, the mass media perform this role through systematic reportage to effect a change. Confirming the significance of the mass media, Dare (2000:172) reiterates that the media have been helping to concentrate public attention on a subject or goal. They have, therefore, been employed to keep the populace think about corruption and insecurity, to make the people recognize and accept the need for development.
Method
The method employed for this study was the content analysis. In the words of Berger (1991:25): Content analysis…is a research technique that is based on measuring the amount of something (violence, negative portrayals of women, or whatever) in a representative sampling of some mass-mediated popular form of art. Similarly, Berelson (1952:18) defines it as a systematic, replicable technique for compressing many words of texts into fewer content categories. Its advantage is provided by Weber (1990) that it helps to discuss and describe the focus of an individual or a group of institutions. The researcher content-analysed 42 editions of three Nigerian newspapers – The Nation, Daily Trust and Nigerian Tribune purposively selected. This covered the period of July and December, 2012.  Choice of the three publications accessed from the libraries and personal collections, was informed by their circulation and regularity. Using systematic sampling technique, fourteen editions, each from the dailies, selected at the interval of the 13th edition yielded an average of two titles per month. With the help of two assistants, the selected editions were coded for the purpose they were meant to serve and quantitative data generated were subjected to simple percentage computation. 
    
 

Data Presentation and Analysis

Table 1: Number of insecurity stories reported by the newspapers 
	Papers
	Frequency
	Percentage

	The Nation
	121
	34

	Daily Trust
	136
	38

	Nigerian Tribune
	102
	28

	Total
	359
	100



The table above depicts that 359 stories were harvested from the three newspapers out of which 121 (34%) came from The Nation. Daily Trust featured 136 (38%) stories while Nigerian Tribune featured 102 (28%) stories.

Table 2: Reported news items by the newspapers
	
	Papers
	News 
	Editorial
	Opinion
	Features
	Analysis
	Cartoons
	Total

	The Nation
	81 (32%)
	6 (50%)
	8 (30%)
	7 (41%)
	6 (35%)
	4 (50%)
	128 (36%)

	Daily Trust
	93 (37%)
	4 (33%)
	14 (52%)
	6 (35%)
	7 (41%)
	2 (25%)
	152 (42%)

	Nigerian Tribune
	77 (31%)
	2 (17%)
	5 (18%)
	4 (24%)
	4 (24%)
	2 (25%)
	106 (22%)

	Total
	251 (72%)
	12 (3%)
	27 (7%)
	17 (4%)
	17 (4%)
	8 (2%)
	359 (100%)


	
	Reported news items by each newspaper are distributed as follows. While The Nation had 81 (32%) items on news, Daily Trust and Nigerian Tribune had 93 (37%) and 77 (31%) respectively. On editorials, The Nation, Daily Trust and Nigerian Tribune had 6 (50%), 4 (33%) and 2 (17%) respectively. Unlike Daily Trust which had the highest news item of 14 (52%) on editorials, The Nation had 8 (30%) and Nigerian Tribune had 5 (18%). Also The Nation had 7 (41%) feature stories followed by Daily Trust with 6 (35%) and Nigerian Tribune with 4 (24%). In the case of news analysis Daily Trust topped with 7 (41%) stories. The Nation had 6 (35%) while Nigerian Tribune featured 4 (24%). Cartoons which also constituted the news items were not left out. Both Daily Trust and Nigerian Tribune had 2 (25%) cartoons each while The Nation had 4 (50%).
 	



	Table 3: Prominence given to stories
	Papers
	Front page 
	Inside page major
	Inside page minor
	Back page
	Total

	The Nation
	15 (33%)
	68 (36%)
	32 (36%)
	08 (21%)
	123 (34.2%)

	Daily Trust
	12 (27%)
	65 (35%)
	25 (28%)
	11 (29%)
	113 (31.4%)

	Nigerian Tribune
	18 (40%)
	54 (29%)
	32 (36%)
	19 (50%)
	123 (34.2%)

	Total
	45 (13%)
	 187(52%)
	89 (25%)
	38 (10%)
	359 (100%)



Table 3 above is explicit on prominence accorded to stories. The Nation, Daily Trust and Nigerian Tribune had 15 (33%), 12 (27%) and 18 (40%) stories respectively on the front page. Inside page major which records the highest level of prominence of 187 (52%) is distributed thus: The Nation had 68 (36%) of its stories as inside major stories. Daily Trust had 65 (35%) and Nigerian Tribune had 54 (29%). In the inside page minor, The Nation and Nigerian Tribune had 32 (36%) each, while Daily Trust had 25 (28%) of its stories as inside minor. On back page, The Nation, Daily Trust and Nigerian Tribune had 8 (21%), 11 (29%) and 19 (50%) of their stories at the back page respectively. 
Table 4: Sources of news items
	Papers
	Formal
	Informal
	Total

	The Nation
	83 (34%)
	39 (35%)
	122 (34%)

	Daily Trust
	89 (36%)
	46 (41%)
	135 (38%)

	Nigerian Tribune
	75 (30%)
	27 (24%)
	102 (28%)

	Total
	247 (69%)
	112 (31%)
	359 (100%)



Data on table 4 above show that news stories obtained either from formal or informal sources. The Nation sourced 83(34%) from formal sources and 39 (35%) from informal sources. Similarly Daily Trust obtained 89 (36%) and 46 (41%) from formal and informal sources respectively. In the case of Nigerian Tribune 75 (30%) of the stories were obtained from formal sources while the remaining 27 (24%) were from informal sources. 
Discussion of Findings
This study was undertaken to establish the agenda-setting role of the mass media specifically newspapers in unearthing corruption and security challenges which is a bane to national development in Nigeria. This is consistent with Entman’s (1993) belief that through agenda-setting problems are identified, causes are diagnosed and this gives room for moral judgments and suggestions as panacea to problems identified. 
	In answer to research questions one and two which seek to determine the extent of newspaper coverage of insecurity and prominence given respectively, no doubt, the three newspapers devoted adequate attention to their coverage of insecurity. As many as 359 stories constituted massive components of the publications’ content. Findings show that DailyTrust reported most (38%) on insecurity closely followed by The Nation (34%) and lastly Nigerian Tribune (28%). A cursory look at this implies that there is no significant difference in the coverage given by the three newspapers. This is more evident in terms of prominence accorded news items as 52 per cent of the news items were inside page major stories. This compensates the 13% and 10% stories that appear on the front and back pages respectively. And since most of the stories were presented in informational frame they support the prominence of frame found in studies by Clarke and Binns (2005) in their analysis of the print media that the media deal with issues that members of the public believe are important.
	Strikingly the newspapers adopted a variety of genres in their coverage of insecurity. These were straight news format which topped the chart with 72 per cent remotely followed by opinion (7%). Even editorials which serve as the conscience of a medium featured distant 3 per cent editorials, 4 per cent opinions and analysis each, and 2 per cent cartoons. This affirms Oyero’s (2010:259) findings that newspapers use the straight news format most in their reportage. Again the Daily Trust recorded the highest total of news items of 42 percent followed by The Nation with 36 per cent and lastly Nigerian Tribune with 22 per cent.
	On sources reporters obtained information on insecurity, 69 per cent of their information was obtained from formal sources while the remaining 31 percent was from informal sources. This to a large extent gives credibility to their sources. Suffice that out of the 69 percent information sourced formally Daily Trust was highest with 36 per cent while The Nation and Nigerian Tribune came next with 34 per cent and 30 per cent respectively. In the same vein Daily Trust has the highest (41%) of information obtained from informal sources. The Nation comes next with 35 per cent while Nigerian Tribute is the least with 24 per cent of her information from informal sources. Like in prominence accorded to insecurity by the three newspapers, despite disparity in their sources of information, the difference is insignificant.
Conclusion
The paper illuminates on the causes and consequences of corruption and insecurity in particular as experienced in Nigeria over the years. It makes a content analysis of three dailies namely The Nation, Daily Trust and Nigerian Tribune. Based on the analysis, one is not left in doubt that Nigeria newspapers reportage of security challenges in the country is high. This is demonstrated in the total number of stories and prominence given to security issues by the newspapers under consideration. Through their agenda-setting, one could safely conclude that they can go a long way in influencing citizens and government in particular not only on how they think and feel about security issues but what measures they could adopt to combat insecurity and pave way for development. After all, the greater blame of insecurity in Nigeria is placed on the door step of corruption triggered by inefficient and insensitive leaders who themselves feel insecure and manipulate the electoral process by abusing power and using money to corrupt the people. As Oroh (2002:17) in Enahoro (2010:303) concludes, such leaders normally commit more atrocities by maintaining iron-clad held on power and the governed, thereby becoming increasingly dictatorial, unreasonable, ruthless and more vicious; with corruption, good governance disappears, insecurity is engendered and society is threatened and ultimately destroyed.
Recommendations
	Mass media outlets are currently in the habit of portraying some corruption cases and insecurity challenges. Thus, it would be helpful if people, organizations and governments provide valuable information about criminal issues without fear or favour to enable media outlets provide the policy solutions to their audiences. 
	Media men and women covering insecurity in particular should study extensively on security issues. This prepares them fully to efficiently report with a view of creating the desired awareness. With this, the media can shape what constitute misconceptions and unfavourable attitude which could be a product of lack of awareness leading to inability to arrest the situation by evolving coping strategies.
	More prominence should be devoted to news stories, and more importantly opinion, analysis, pictures, cartoons and editorials on corruption and security challenges. By so doing, the mass media in general and newspapers in particular would be living up to their agenda-setting role. If sustained society will become more knowledgeable about the causes and consequences of corruption and insecurity and adjust to it. 
	On the part of leadership, it should be sincere, sensitive and mindful to the plight of average Nigerians by not depriving them of fundamental human rights and privileges. Also government should create enabling environment that could attract investment with the aim of addressing unemployment and development question.
	Any security arrangement by government must take into account psychological and cultural conditions. This is because of widespread misconceptions among elites and wider publics in Nigeria. The country’s history, mainly characterized by hostility and clashes, has created a climate of fear, suspicion and mistrust as Alkhatlan (2003:67) rightly observes, “The elites in each state question each other’s intentions and views, and negative stereotyping heavily influences ordinary people’s attitudes.”
	Government should demonstrate seriousness in fighting insecurity. It should not only be heard but seen to be truly fighting it. This could be through expeditious prosecution of offenders who should be penalized accordingly if found guilty.
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