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Feachers' Patepﬂon of the Potenﬂlls of Rellgious Education in
Curbing Cultism among Secondary School Students in [lorin, Nigeria
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Department of Arts Education
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Kwara State, Nigeria
&

AJIDAGBA, U. A., PhD
Department of Arts Education
University of Ilorin, Ilorin
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Abstract
This study examined teachers' perception of the potentials of

religious education in curbing cultism among secondary school
students in Ilorin on the basis of school type, gender, school
proprietorship and subject taught. Stratified sampling technique
was used to select 400 teachers from 10 selected schools in Ilorin
South. Questionnaire was used to elicit information from the
respondents. Four hypotheses were postulated and tested with the
use of t-test statistical analysis all at 0.05 level of significance.
From the data analysis, it was evident that the general perception
of teachers on the potentials of religious education in curbing
cultism among secondary school students was positive. Although g
there exist d:lffercﬂces in the pex'wpm of teachers based on o 1
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SOmeone senses or understand: something. In addition to the above, Jamiu (2008)
submitted that perception is a complex phenomenon which involves the process of

exammmg an object through the use of total mental system with the purpose of classifying
it.

School proprietorship or ownership and control is an important variable in school
administration. funding, staffing, facilities, teaching of specific subject (including
religious studies) and general standard of education (Okunloye, 2000). The quality and
quantity of teaching staff, facilities, and equipment, funding and general school
administration are generally determined by school proprietorship and these can reduce
cultism in the school system.

Statement of the Problem
Several researchers and writers have carried out researches in the area of cultism in
Nigerian institutions. For instance; Ekeanyanwu & Igbinoba (2007) rescarched on “The
Media and Cultism in Nigerian Higher Institutions of Learning: A Study of Coverage.
Treatment and Relevance” while Jekayinfa (2008) investigated the cult activities in the
Nigerian institutions of higher learning. Francis (2010) wrote on the menace of sccret
society in Nigeria while Bola (2005) examined how peace education could be used for
curbing cultism as a means of fostering Nationhood and Hazzan (2011) wrote on a study of
cultism in tertiary institutions. Osakinle and falana (2011) researched into using
counseling and behavior modification to curb cultism in higher institution of learning.
Furthermore. Muhammad (2009) carried out investigation on the role of social
institutions in curbing cultism. Ajayi, Ekundayo and Osalusi (2010) investigated the
menace of cultism in Nigerian tertiary institutions and the way out. Sunday (201 1) worked
on ann-wlﬂmm:mﬁee strategies toward curbing the menace.

‘orementioned rmarchers have focused thelr studies on cultlsm in hw
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T'he Roles of Religious Studies in Curbing Cultism

Religion has been described as the only agent that can correct the wrong of all other
agents. This is because: socialization at this level of agent 1s based on metaphysical
knowledge (knowledge beyond human understanding). So, it's believed that this agent
works on the holy seriptures (Quran and Bible) and ordinarily as human being we take
God as the last opportunity for human survival (Ayorinde, 2007). Religion is an integrated
set of ideas by which a group explains the meaning of life and death. It could also be
regarded as a normative system defining immorality and sin as well as morality and virtue.
[t could, therefore be inferred that human conduct falls under the purview of religion.
Since 1t prescribes what an individual ought to do as well as the consequence of
misconduct, religion has behavioral implications as it constrains the behaviour of the
community of believers, thereby playing a social control function. This is done by
ensuring that there are explicit rules to obey that if violated are punished: and again,
through the process of socialization children internalize religious beliefs and the rules.
Thus, that develops a conscience that keep them in line with cultural norms and values
(Eitizen and Zinn, 1993)

T'he teaching of religion aims at providing individuals with adequate answers that
legitimize the institution of society as well as human existence. Relj gious studies enable
the youths to imbibe quite early, the legitimate influence of religion on social norms
(Abdur-Rafiu, 2009).

Nigeria has two dominant religions: Islam, and Christianity religion. Islam sees
cultism as evil and condemns the activities of the cultists. The Qur'an categorically
prohibits collaboration and association on the basis of enmity and wrong doing. [t
encourages collaboration on the basis of benevolence and piety. “You help one another in
righteousness and piety, but do not help one another in sin and rancour- fear Allah : for
Allah is strict in punishment™ (Quran 5:2) Allah says: “The way (of blame) is only against
those who oppress men and rebel in the earth without Justification; for such there will be a
painful torment” (Qur'an 42:42). These verses show that all forms of aggression and
intimidation which is mmaf cultism in Nigerian is prohibited and that the perpetrators
will be tormentec mmm

.
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it could be seen from Table 1 above that the majority of the respondents, 152 of
thm representing 38% and another 66 representing 16.5% agreed respectively that
religious education has the potentials to curb cultism. Furthermore, 218 representing
54.5?6 of the teachers agreed that religious education has the potential to curb spilling
the innocent blood among the students while the rest 182 representing 45.5%
expressed disagreement with the statement.

& ¢

Hypotheses Testing

Au four hypotheses formulated earlier were tested with the use of independent t-test at
alpha level of 0.05.

Hoi: There is no significant difference in religious teachers’ perception and other
teachers’ perception of the potentials of religious education in curbing cultism
among secondary school student.

'l‘ub]a@emt '_I“able showing the Analysis of the perception of Religious teachers
and other Teachers on the potentials of Religious Education in curbing cultism
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Therefore, missionary teachers perceived that religious education can curb cultism
among secondary school students.

Hos: There is no significant difference in public and private school teachers’

of the potentials of religious education in curbing cultism among
secondary school students

Table 5: t-test Table Showing the Analysis of the perception of public and private
school Teachers on the potentials of Religious Education in curbing cultism

Variables | Freq | Mea SD df Cal | Critical Remark
| n | - t -t value
: 'l | valu
a I | | { & - |
“Public school | 250 | 5042 | 1249 398 5827 | 1960  HO
teachers ": | | Rejected
" Private : 150 | 5765 11.16 | | |
_teachers _ | 1 | | | |
Total 400 108.0 23.65 1 ' l
| | | 667 | 1 ! | |

Slgmﬁcance level= p<10 05.

Table 5 shows that the calculated t-value is 5.827 while the critical t-value is 1.960 with
398 degree of freedom and at alpha 0.05 level of significance. Since the calculated value is
greater than the critical value, hypothesis 4 is hereby rejected and alternative hypothesisis
accepted. That, there is a significant difference in the perception of public school teachers
and private school teachers on the potentials of religious education in curbing cultism
among secondary school students in Ilorin South local Government Area. Since private
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