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Abstract
Since Nigeria got her political independence 1n 1960,various development
schemes, master plans, planning projects and other forms of foreign aids have been
provided to almost all her cities in order to ameliorate the problems of physical
development planning but with limited success. This work therefore, examines some
of the highlighted physical planning problems in the traditional city of Illorin
(metropolis). Both descriptive and empirical methods were used to analyze the
Sindings. Many of the ends sought are basically social planning, although the means
employed to secure these ends is physical. The findings revealed that, the interior
parts of the city (core) have more physical development problems than the
peripheral and the modern areas. Some policy measures suggested include; proper
planning, improvement of standard of living of the people, population control and
. plausible management of the city to reflect world standard. j
Keywords: urban; planning; problems; physical

-

1.0 Introduction »
The complex physical problems of city planning are globallzi/

recognized. They are preceded id urbanization in the emerging nations and
bave been for gmctln!‘:s MM'(U.N.O, 1967, E.C.A 1971). As a result _of“
improper and haphazard physical planning due mainly to socio-political, economic,
as well as the level of technological attainment, Nigeria among other countries !Jas 4
failed to satisfactorily adjust itself to solving the problems of poor physical planning %
of her cities. This assertion is substantiated by the fact that since political £
i : in 1960, the various development schemes, and other forms of -
in the country have drastically failed. The

physical planning of almost all the cities in t : ot
reasons for the failure are legion, and among them is chIron?l.c-f—lt-'al‘ ff,tff.lgr?u?nf_ :

- ——
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growing traditional city of lorin, fr
identify some of the p;nblr:':r‘n'?)‘;"phy‘w '

inception of the civilian regime in 1999, others maintained their status quo m

physical characteristics and devel ! »
remained untouched cvelopment, whereas, a large portion of the cay

Cities all over the world are not j
' just planned for the fun of i, but they
POssess a certain retrospect and offer prospects for city dwellers both now and m the

future. The Asian cities, as eviden !
12 . ce shows, do not increase because they possess
great opportunities which can assimilate

immigrants and city dwellers, but they are aware of their rural poverty and
economic compulsion that had acted as an ejection mechanism for people nto cty
centres from rural areas. Some other metropolis in India and Pakistan are growng at
a tremendous pace (Myrdal, 1957, Turner. 1962; Bulsara 1964). They all started 1o
plan in order to contain some notable problems of slums and ghettos development
caused by surging populations.

In the case of Nigeria, Adeniyi (1972) Filani (1989) and Aboyade
(1986) observed that all the development plans in the country prior to the 1975-30,
have shown little or no concern for the city’s dimension or the spatial implication of
physical planning, and the location of economic activities either at the national or
state levels. They further contend that spatial organization of cities for development
and chances in developing countries is shaped by the continuing mfluence and
patterns of relationship with those countries formerly ruled by the colonial masters
The present peripheral structure of organizing cities in a way they are nowadays s
glaring evidence. Therefore, as a result of 2 new status that llorin assumed since
1967,-a lot of development problems had contimued to emerge They mclude
problems of structural development, lack of proper layouts, misuse of land. poor
sewage disposal, pressures on little available public facilities and mfrastructures as
well as general physical planning adversities mherited from the colonial planning
strategy.
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3.0 Methodology

The types of data required for this Study involve information generated from
respondents through responses from questionnaires distributed within the'study area.
The study area was divided into three land use zones. Using this approach, the city
of Ilorin was examined from the traditional core area (foci), the peripheral and the
transitional zone. For instance, a random sampling was carried out in Baboko ward,
Zango-Kulende ward and Sabon-Gari II to represent core, sectorial and modern
areas respectively. In all, the actual zones as a whole consist of 20 wards and about

- 532, 088 population (NPC, 1991). The main reasons behind the choice of the above

divisiohs are to enable a judicious evaluation of some common physical problems to

: 206

Adedibu, 1980, Mabo

e ively.
d Nigeia in e pan repesively L

method in the study of cities of London an
ested later in the

assessments are based on various land use ‘policics in lloritn
1967 and 1997 for the purpose of future physical development sugg

subsequent area of this study. led. that is, 250
In all the study zones, 750 respondents were randomly samp e fon

for each carved study zone, and its administrglions ylcldqd ggoa :‘S’:‘l’l:r Ik e
all facets of problems identified through variables cxamllr;e i of'rcading $7F
contacted respondents are literate Thus, the author faces the p g e %
interpreting the questionnaires to most of the rmspondcmsl b iall, oa8)
authors had to fill some questionnaires for the respondents. In Sﬁ..l"y, e old
720 questionnaires were returned. Therefore, the work was suc(ci:x:‘s:l g P o
Apart from the primary information received, oLhcr'data ne; e oA bt i
from the use of secondary sources that is, books,' published and unp e B
records and so on. All these are served to compliment othgr sourcc;lso e $ T
reconnaissance visits were made to the study zones. Visits w;n:ha i ndie s
Town Planning Development Authorty’s ofﬁge and thcn.r agen o e
to control the structural development of the city of [lorin. Sc;_n;l; 5
formed part of the analysis discussed in subsequent sections of this pmp ali e
There are legion of physical problems that are common = Nl
zones, but three wards- Baboko, Zarl:go;l(hul_endeara:sdpS()asl;;r;ga;hySical e
out to represent the zones since each of these w e o
mmon to all zones. Also, in each ward chosen, some sub-w
f:hich have obvious physical problems that were more_pronouncchtah;flkgth;a:;f
within the major wards. The sub-warlclis selectec: adrtt:h(gr::::gaijelara::n 2 Bab(;ko =
Ajassa, Eruda,lle-Omo,and Ita-Ore a represente C R e Grned
While, Maraba, Alalubosa, Kulende, Oke-Ande and bda;ngoc‘ e(:)pnikang& S
(peripheral) under Zango/Kulende ward. Other sub—wa.rG ar ,w e b
overnment - House and Tanke represented Sabon-Gari |
gspectively. Thus, these areas were selected for a propc:ir anzll]lisaiaglfetil;cs ;?;};
accordingly. The author assigns van'abzlfs numbt::,-sttii‘l:;l'l;aa[ningeia: phbcimrs
in percentage and later ranked using score statis| :
iﬁcpextent c%f difference and significant relationship that'etmsg be;ltwc;:rl; czngcz;mf?gg
the provision of basic amenities and infrastructural amenities in the z

to 8).
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road/lanes. (3) Percentage arcas with poor/without layouts (4) Percentage areas
that lack enough amenities In

without streetlights. (5) Percentage areas

are affected by sprawl and uncontrolled development. (2) Proportion ot poor/bad
homes/residence. (6) Percentage areas that perpetrated slum/ghetto development.

(7) Proportion areas affected by environmental pollution.
To date, many scholars have studied similar problems of physical
development in Ilorin metropolis and other cities, (Oyebanji, 1981; Adedibu and

Opeloyeru, 1998). It is a model adapted therefore, to test whether or not, there exist
some variations in the explanation of variables in order to generate a pattern of

zoning. (Oyebanji, 1981; Ahmed, 1996). Standard score (Z-score) is said to be
useful in order to decide whether or not there exist differences between populations

sampled (Adedayo and Nwosu, 1997).
Thus, the use of Z-scores was considered to be the most suitable for the task of
finding out the significant relationship that exists from a certain number of

 infrastructural facilities and amenities provided sufficiently or the amenities not

sufficiently provided.
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4.0 Findings and Discussion
A ‘This work assessed three zones that were selected to represent the core,
peripheral and transition areas that make up the 20 wards/sub-wards of [orin

1

m.etropolis from 1967 to 1997, even though some remarkable changes have been
witnessed in socio-cultural, political and economic development of these study
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zones after the stipulated periods. However the writer based his findings on the
_choice of this selection so as to examine the basic physical development within
Horin metropolis. It should be noted that this development, which cut across the
study area, was not evenly distributed Some areas were given attention, while other

-

&

. areas were neglected. For instance, Baboko ward (core zone) and its sub-wards
*"  portrayed a slow rate of development compared with other aréas (zones) Whereas,
-~ some le physical changes and development are constantly carried out in

<~ both the peripheral and modern areas respectively. < .
W arde % J r 'acbqns'esl,;.i}wa's revealed that from all zones observed, the

~ modern zone exhibited some zing results where uncontrolled development and
~ sprawl were highly intensified within the wards. The areas notable for this include
- parts of Fate and the transition arca between Sabo-Oke and core area of the city (see
- fig 2). Here a Ic wls and uncontrolled structures m_:::igf;l up with some well-
oy ;orga-n;ls;_ -S"éi'l.-. in, Wa‘ngshuahresﬂns,im'aﬁbnns not as high as in sectorial arcas
~ and low in core a ﬁla!{havé been known for their perpetrated characteristics with
3 tlmiemhplanned;‘strhbhnzl outlook. The result of Z-score also reveals some high
~level of discrepancy on roads / lanes in the so—called modern areas and parts of core
area, which have many roads but most of them (now under—intensive face-lift) are
‘almost unmotorable at the time of this study (see fig 4). However, other criteria
~ . from variables 3 to 7 were found to be relatively intensively high in the traditional
¢ iqorc area (Zone). While the problems of poor street lights, poor layouts, inadequate

. b

s

FEE

_ amenities (in homes), slum living conditions and environmental pollution of all

—types were high in the core zone and moderate at the peripheral zones respectively

(see fig, 3,5,6,7, & 8), they are low in the modem area. In other words, these
- physical problems of development were common in many places and dominated the

~ sub-wards of %@9@%;‘4@@ Aare, Oloje, Zarumi, Uban-dawanki, Oju-Ekun, Oke-

r iggun, Magajin_ Gari anc E@ﬁaﬁ respectively. While variable items. 1,2, 4, Sand 7

- were moderate in areas like Maraba, Sango, Pake, Amilegbe, Ogidi and relatively
low at G.R.A, Fate and Tanke respectively.

. To sum up, if all three zones selected for the study are put together, it

is glaring to observe that, the problems of physical dev¢lopme{q,t1planning were

concentrated mainly at the traditional parts DS R SR St
of ‘Ilorin ‘metropdlis, while' the peripheral and ‘modern zones experienced medium
MQW&W% sical development planning i’&s;gécﬁ%ii:‘ To o 0 Tl
ioad sved 2sgneds oldsd stoz dzends &y R of TR o

“whure 2 o insmasiersly sunceox bas lmanles Lasiesasee T Tuezers
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5.0 Conclusion and Policy Implications S

This study has shown areas of physical development pro
it has also demonstrated that urbanization processes are among the lead
that have contributed to the problems of the city’s struct ural development
policy implication remains in the fact that ‘zonmng® a fundamental measurec 0
planning, can be implemented to forestall further structural probiems. n“' -
nccessary because the type of development in each of the three zones studied 15
clearly understood and also that, one of the major preconditions for zoning of
existing city area is to bring into focus a clarity in the existing land uses of the arcas
to be zoned This work therefore shows the category of physical development mn the
three zones studied, where it was revealed that some areas are well planned, others
are ill-planned, while some other areas are not planned at all This 15 a good
casework for the city planners in order to be certain about which part of the C"Y_“}“
needed more attentions for planning, monitoring and maintenance Thus, a positive
step in this direction is over due but not too late to alleviate the conditions of people
in the disadvantaged areas. The government agency that control city planning
should endeavor to make policies that could enhance the upgrading of the deprived
areas of the city in term of provision of funds, resources both man and materials for
development.

The role of developers, speculators, landlords and city developers m
maintaining city’s Housing Estates cannot be over-emphasised. Apart from the
provision of financial aids, infrastructures and facilities by government (Local
Authority and State Agency), individuals should be more enlightened and counseled
on the use of their environment and surroundings positively. Of course, upholding
and maintaining health living standard should not only be encouraged by the people
but individuals should be ready to more actively partake in community
improvement through self-help involvement and cohesion (Jacobs; 1961, Oyebanjt,
1984). In wards and sub-wards, some well —to- do individuals, philanthropists and
local associations have some roles to play in the demonstration of sense of
belonging, financial aids, care, and responsibility to the local environment, at least
in return for the ward’s or neighbourhood’s social functions as a refuge for
individual in a harsh and increasingly aggressive urban world (Sennett; 1973,
Oyebanji; 1984).

_Lastly, -in order to monitor effectively the land-use development in Ilorin
city, there is need to foresee and re-direct all activities of city dwellers in all zones
in the urban centre. This system could be demonstrated by the use of Remote

blems n flormn and
mg factors
The
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Sensing Techniques (RST), Geographic Information Sy&eh‘!‘ (GIS) and other
appropriate ground surveys of all landed areas of the city of Ilorin and its environs
Therefore, the adoption of all modern planning and development techniques remain
a fertile field ‘for further upgrading of this city.
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