156

e

ke

876-2086-45-C




et thtiodba et .

T 'ﬂ’f*:m 7l

BASIC PRIN CIPLES OF EFF ECTIVE WRITING
Mahfouz 4. Adedimeji

Introduction
Reading makes a full man
* Conference, a ready man
Andwriting, an exactman
— Francis Bacon

Right from the beginning of human history, human bein gs have always
sought to clari fy, express and explain themselves. Ope single faculty that they
have mainly relied on in achieving this Purpose is language, a most
fundamental distinction between human beings and other creatures
(Trask.1995:1). Language is made up of receptive and expressive skills, the
primary and secondary skills with which individuals can function as homo
loguens (talking beings). These skills are listening and speaking, reading and
writing. One receives information through listening and reading, deploying
the skills of oracy (Listening) and literacy (reading) in the process and one
conveys one's thoughts to others via the skills of speaking and writing. The
primary skills of listening and speaking lay the foundation, on many
occasions, for reading and writing, which are the skills of literacy. The proper
activation and effective utilisation of these skil]s determine one's personality
and achievements, to a large extent.

various kinds, jts major determinants being the audience, subject matter and
the purpose of writing. There are such Writings as essay writing (descriptive,

. €Xpository, narrative, argumentative) letter writing, (formal, semi-formal,

informal) creative Writing, report/research writing, etc. (See Chapters
Thirteen and F ourteen) In today's world, everyone must go through the “write
of passage” and it is thus crucial to master the skills of effective writing in
order to berelevant. :
Why Worry About Writing?

In the modern world where human beings have an insatiable appetite for
communicating and presenting their own points of view, writing is
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ef“fec-"ively, the more successful one is in attaining one's goals and desire
Without the mastery of writing skills. one's educational and n:meymr“
achievements are significantly hmﬂed Yet, writing is both a difficuit task and
afmftzatmgwork Itisacraft with learnable sl,ula with which one can achieve
tangible results. Ttis, lik ‘e any other craft, an exercise requiring practice. Many
people realise the need for writing, at least ev eryone wants to be a good
but few people ever take the trouble of going the whole hog of practica
developing their writing rather than take solace in run-ofthe-mill abili

string words together.

According to Elbow (1973:12), the attimide of people to writing
mostly that of helplessness. Most people want to write asmqu“re 10 hm
person who would say, “I don't want to know how to write” in _schools,
colleges, universi ties and work places:

{J"

People without education say, 'if only [ had education I could
write'. People with education say, 'if only y I had tal ent, I could
write'. People with education and talent say, 'if only I had self-
discipline I could write’. People with education, talent and self
aiscmhnc and there are plenty of them who can't write - say, 'if
only ...'and they dcn tknow what to say next.

Writing tasks cause a ot of trouble to many educated people and most
people would not take the trouble to write at all if not that £ they must. This i3
mainly because writing has been construed within -an isolated context rather
than an activity that re sults fr om cther langnage skills. Good writing derives
from a knack for reading. Good writers ars > avid readers and the best way to
Iearn how to write is by writing. Also, the most effective way of improving
Writing is practising free writing, the idea of writis 1g daily or regularly, When
basic writing is established, everv other ty type of writing becomes a natural
corollary, less challenging or inti imidating,

Writing is crucial and there is no L—Ccape route from it. What is
inevitableis better welcome. Ina 1988 research, Lin Grea:;ng reported that 79
per cent of executives surveyed in the United States identified Wriling as one
~fthe most neglected skills in the world of business despite its being one of the
riost useful to productivity. In another s survey of 402 companies in 1992
reported by ‘the ‘Associated Press, it was noted that exccutives identific
writing as the most valued skill but said 80 per cent of their employees at all
levels need to improve. The number of workers needing improvement in
writing skills was up by 20 per cent from the resulis of the SAIME SUrvey |
1991. Results of a 1993 study by Olsten ¢ Corp,, a piacmne-] agency, were
almost identical: 80 per cent of 443 emplovers sury
needed training in writing skills (Hansen and Hansen.
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The need for graduates and professionals with sufficient writing skills
will continue to increase with time. “A 1991 report by the U.S. Labor
Department noted that most future jobs will require writing skills”. As Hansen
and Hansen (2006) further report, the overwhelming majority of the
instructors surveyed said that writing skills are critical to academic success.
Authors in various fields have succeeded by dint of their linguistic
competence especially at the level of writing through which their ideas are
documented. As cited in A dedimeji(2003),

: The only reason Pythagoras was able to tell us

thata’ = b*+c’ is a right angled triangle; Newton,
that acceleration is g function of force; Einstein,
that E = me¢’; Charles Boyle, that volume is a
function of temperature, and pressure, a finction
of volume was because they had the means, the
medium of communicating these ideas—
language.

The Nature of Writing

As Babatunde (1998) notes, writing is both an interaction and a
process. As an interaction, writing is an interface among the readers, the
occasions and purpose. If a piece of writing does not serve the purpose for
which it is meant, it is Jseless. To make writing useful]” it smust be
coniextualised. In essence, “a good writer must have a firm grasp of the
context of every writing challenge and then manipulate the variables for
effective communication” (Babatunde, 1 998). , :

Writing as a process concerns the consideration of the writing as a task
involving some steps which must be taken in order to achieve a good piece or
product. The process of writing thus invulves the tripartite stages of pre-
writing, writing and post-writing/re-writing, a key component of which is
editing. ‘

The Stages of Writing

. Writing can be compered to farming, niade up of stages. F arming
involves pre-planting, planting and post-planting activities/operations. Just as
a farmer cultivates the land with a view to achieving harvest, the same way a
writer cultivates critical thinking that results eventually in good topics, thesis
statements and fine essays. Writin g .volves three stages: pre-writing, writing
and re-writing/post-writing stages.
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4.1.Pre-Writing Stage ;
- The first activity at this stage is brain-storming. The writer thinks here

of what to write by listing, clustering or asking relevant questions regarding
an idea. Like bush clearing, the writer prepares his head for an essay or paper
and puts bits and pieces together until he formulates a topic, usually a phrase.
Ifnecessary, the topic can still be narrowed down until it becomes manageable
within a research context. For example, it would be too broad to write on
“Living Things” but writing on “The life cycle of a mosquito™ is more
manageable in Biology.

With the focus now on a topic, the researcher gathers more materials
that relate to his subject of writing,i.e mosquito, and studies them, making his
notes. With this, he prepares his mind with relevant information that will
bolster his ideas. He moves subsequently to the fourth stage by which he
Jformulates a thesis, a research/writing statement. A sentence like
“Mosqui‘oes are familiar insects that are known to transmit such diseases as
yellow fe -er, malaria and filiriasis” can serve as the thesis of an essay on the
life cycle of mosquitoes. As Hacker (2003:10) notes, “it's a good idea to
formulate a thesis early in the writing process.” With athesis, a writer isable to
make an outline of his proposed essay or article, which can be formal or
informal. An informal outline is a list of items one would want one's writing
(or speech) to cover. A formal outline provides a basic overview, with
important details, of a subject, by giving main and subsidiary ideas. A formal

outline is systematic and a typical one looks like:

THESIS
I. MAIN IDEA ,
A. Subsidiary idea to I
B. Subsidiary idea to I
1. Subsidiary idea to B
2. Subsidiary idea to' B
a) Subsidiary idea to 2
b) Subsidiary idea to 2
II. MAIN IDEA
A. Subsidiary idea to II
B. Subsidiary idea to II
- C. Subsidiary idea to II
oi. MAINIDEA

With the planning that outlining involves, the farmer, having cleared
the bush, gathered the weeds and determined the terrain, has now made his
ridges. He is set for planting as a writer is set for writing.
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Writing Stage

This is the Stage of drafting, akin to the farmer planting crops. The

gathered materials at the pre-writing stage and the information jotted here and
there while reading is being done become handy. The thesis is revised if found
necessary and the drafting of introduction, body and conclusion is undertaken.

-The characteristics of good writing inform, to a large extent, what the writer

defines his concept with a view to making his subsequent ideas clear. In
arresting the interest of the reader, different techniques can be used, six of
which (Eko:1 999:25) gives as (a) relating a pertinent and interesting anecdote
(b) beginning with an Interesting quotation (c) summarising a commonly held
view in the body ofthe essay (d) explaining the specific occasion that gaverise
to the essay and (e) emphasising the importance of the subject matter of the
essay. Due attention should be paid to the introduction Justas close aitention is

paidto one's face.

Systematic manner such that each paragraph connects with the one that
follows it. More importantly, each paragraph should discuss 2 specific point
that wil] ultimately Justify the thesis Statement or persuade the reader to
identify with the writer's point of view.

The conclusion is the end of the essay. It is also important to conclude an
essay well for the same reason that poor finishing can significantly detract
from the quality of a good building project. Eko (1999:25) maintains that the
nature of the materig] being written determines the appropriate conclusion and
the techniques that may be used include ( a) summary of the basic points (b)
ending with the Jast and climatic point without a forma] conclusion (c)
pointing out the implications that grow out of the body ofthe essay (d) leaving
the reader with an idea 1o ponder (e) providing an Interesting anecdote ()
ending with a relevant and effective anecdote and )3 baragraph that
incorporates a number of techniques.

In essence, Writing involves combining a sequence or serjes of ideas sewn
together till they form cohesive whole. In all parts of an essay or any type of
writing, a writer is guided by the six questions of George Orwell (cited in
Kennedy, Kennedy and Aaron, 1997:534):

Whatam I trying to say?
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What words will express it? -
What image or idiom will make it clearer?
Is this image fresh enough to have an effect?
Could I put it more shortly?

Have I said anything that is avoidably ugly?

Re-writing/Post-writing Stage

This stage involves revising, editing and proofreading. Revision concerns
aspects of focus, paragraphing, organisation, content, point-of-view, purpose,
audience, etc. It aims at ensuring that such aspects are taken care of so that the
essay/article is clear, consistent and clearly focused. The process of revision
“stimulates thought” to re-arrange, remove, add, separate or merge

paragraphs. Editing involves making improvements in sentence structures,

diction rammar and punctuation. Proof-reading is the last stage here, a slow
and me aodical reading with-a view to checking spellings, typographical
crrorsz d omitted letters during typing. As Hacker (2003:22) notes, “although
proofreading is dull, it is crucial. Errors strewn throughout an essay are
distracting and annoying”. Listing all the sources or references consulted is
also part of the post-writing activities especially in research writing. All
reference information should be provided accordingly by painstakingly cross-
checking ail the cited authors and works. ‘

Passing through the pre-writing and writing stages without devoting
attention to the re-writing/post-writing stage is like clearing the soil, preparing
the field and planting good crops or plants on it and neglecting such plants
thereafter. After planting, a farmer needs to water the plants and unweed the
farm so as to allow the growth and health of the crops. Failure to do the post-
planting activities may result in losing the labour of pre-planting and planting

activities in its entirety.

Writing Well: General Principles
Writing is as important as writing well. A poorly scribbled, haphazardly
combined string of words with disjointed paragraphs and ungrammatical
expressions makes a nonsense out of writing, even if the ideas presented are
good. Writing well entails following the rules or principles of writing and
avoiding the pitfalls that underline bad writing. It further concerns writing and
writing until writing becomes a second nature in a perpetual nonstop writing,
The principles of effective writing have been explained in detail
in the invaluable work of Strunk, White and K alman (2005) in terms of
usage, composition and organisation. Effective writing or writing well in
essence involves, but is not limited to, the following ‘elementary rules of
usage' and 'elementary principles of composition', each constituting half

ofthe list respectively:
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, 1. Formthe Possessive singular of founs by adding 's
Y 2. In a series of three or more terms with a single conjunction, use
a comma afier each term except the Jast
$ 3. Enclose barenthetic expressions between commas
4. Place a comma before a conjunction inl‘roducimg an
independent clayse
; 5. Do not join an independent clause with 2 comma
6. Do not break sentences in twg
7. Use a colon after an independent clause to introduce a list of

particulars, an appositive, an amplification, or an illustrative
quotation
8. Use a dash to set off an abrupt break or Interruption and to
announce a long appositive or a Summary '
9. The number of the subject determines the number of the verk
10. Use the proper case of pronoun ,
11. A participial phrase at the beginning of asentence must refer
to the grammatica] subject L e
12. Choose a suitable design and holgd to it
13. Make the Paragraph the uriit of Composition
14. Use the active voice
15.Put statements in positive form
z 16. Use definite, specific, conerete language
i 17. Omit needless words
18. Avoid a Succession of looge Sentences
19. Express coordinate ideas in similar form
20. Keep reiated words together
21.In Summaries, keep to one tense
22.Place the emphatic words of 5 senteice at the end.(pp.v-vi)
The understanding and applicatic.; of the above rules and principles of
Writing involves g further reading of elements of grammar and Engish
Structure (A dedimeji and Alabj, 2003; Adedimeji, 2005 s Chapter Nine in this
book). Reading is an indispensable activity of 2 writer through whick s’he
obtains new ideas, stocks hiz/her mind with information and has a critica]
- awareness of jssues and phenomena. “When yoy have g well-stocked and
girded menta] Storehouse, you tel] truths, even small and ordinarsy truths, and
SO Write what most readers will find worth reading” (Kennedy, Kezmedy and
Aaronl997:2). Reading itself may N0t also be sufficient at a point without
listening to a teacher doing the speaking, explaining the Lrammatical terms
and their functions, This inter-relatedness makes Writing a complex process
involving the deployment of other language skills, especially reading. As
such, writing is by no means a conscious, actjve Process by which the physical,
physiological and psychical domains of the writer are tasked. it involves
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way process: figuring out one's meaning and putting it into language (Elbow,

1973:14).

Characteristics of Effective Writing
For any writing to be effective, it has to meet some conditions. ‘These

characteristic conditions are economy, simplicity, clarity and correctness.

Ecenomy
“The first quality of any good writing is economy” (Eko, 1999:1).
Economy is the management of expressions in such a way that unnecessary
words are avoided while detailed information is provided. Eko further cites
Shrunk and White in their Elements of Style as follows:

A sentence should contain no unnecessary words,

paragraph no unnecessary sentences, for the same

reason that a drawing should have no unnecessary lines

and a machine no unnecessary parts. This requires not

that the writer makes all his sentences short or that he

avoidsall detail ... but that every word tells.

As the difference between a child and an adult is that a child says it in several
words, but an adult's language is more precise, a writer must express himself
with the consciousness of the principle of economy. The shorter the
expression, the better as that is amark of maturity.

Simplicity :
The choice of language should not be unnecessarily flamboyant or
It is more difficult to write in simple language and as such,
Simplicity does not mean that one's

expressions should be monotonous, restricted to wishy-washy talk of the
street expressions, it rather involves cultivating a good style without being
stiff or pretentious. According to Mozart, “simplicity is the true mark of
genius”. For simplicity and economy, the watchword is KISS: Keep It Short

and Simple.

pompous.
simplicity has to be cultivated.

Clarity :
In his essay, “Politics and the English Language”, Orwell (1946)

msists that “the great enemy of clear language is insincerity. When there is 4
gap between one's real and undeclared aims, one turns as it were instinctively
to long words and exhausted idioms.” Clarity involves avoiding obscurity,
vagueness, ambiguity, redundancy and long windy expressions. The essence
of writing is to communicate and functional communication is marred by
unclear language. According to Wittgeinstein, “whatever can be said can be
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Ssary flourish. The advice of Thornton Wilder, boet and
nd memorable: <if You write tg impress it wi]l always be bad,
1t wil] be g2ood.” (Kennedy, Kennedy ang Aaron

Correctness
Effective WIIting is markeq by not only the correctness of the

information brovided, it also covers the avoidance of errors of grammar ang
mechanics. A piece of'writing riddled with grammatical probjems is boring
and repelling. No effort shoulg be spared in ensuring that correct information
is provided in Correct language 1y this respect, g 20od writer knows the rujes
grammar, from the morpheniic to the sentence level, and how they relate

Paragraph Devejo Pment
Just as a sentence jg made up of one or more clauses, which are also
developed from Phrases, which are also made up of lower constituents, the
paragraph is 5 8T0Up of sentences focu’sz'ng O a particular ides. Sentences
combine to form, Paragraphs and , baragraph ig formaily mart-eq by the
indentation of five spaces atthe fi-gt line.In other words, a Paragraph is a short
COmposition that Consists of 3 8rJup of sentences dealing witi; 4 single topic.
Paragraphs combine to form ©35ays and the mogt important sentence in the
paragraph is known as the topic S€ntence. A topic sentence is the hub around
whith all other Sentences revolye. Topic sentences are usually at the
begmm'ng but they need not necessarily be, 4 topic sentence may ke at the
beginning, middie or at the end of the Paragraph, dependz’ng on the type of
Writing and the effect the writer wants 1o Create. et
It is essentig) fo emphasjse that there {5 only one way to write: jt is%By
WIIting. Actyal Writing beging from haviag a main idea to dexr’eioping it. The
main idea constitutes the topic, whije development concerns Providing
Supportive ideas. The topic and whay is said about jt constitute the paragraph,
which may I}fpologicaliy be introductozy, deve}oping Or concluding. Byt j is
important that whatever type a paragraph is, it hag to obey four [aws: unity,
. coherence, completenese anc emphasis (Asonibare andAtanda, 1994).

TheFourLaWS
The law of unity stipulates that a Paragraph “mygt deal with one single
idea (the main idea) ang that euch Sentence must pe related to this ideg”
(Conlin, 1991 7). To observe the law, any Sentence that does not support or
relate to the majn 1dea should pe discarded from 4 paragraph,
The law of coherence Specifies that the sentences must be arranged

according to some logica] order (chroncfogical/ﬁnear order, Cause-effect,

S
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expressed without stumbling or being confused. For instance, whether it is
arranged ABCDEor EDCBA,thereisa logical order that will be violated if
the arrangement is breached. '

The law of completeness insists that the main idea is developed fully
enough so that the reader would understand and appreciate what is being
communicated (Collin, 1991:7; Asonibare and Atanda, 1994: 128). Building
shimmering spires of words that leave the main idea communicated hanging in

aparagraph is futile. :
The law of emphasis is optional. Itstates that aspects of the idea being

communicated may be repeated to create the necessary effect. This is very
useful in persuasive essays. This strategy is used, combined with the previous
laws, to achievea mbst profound effect in Martin Luther King's “Why we can't

wait”, which partly reads:

We have waited for more than 340 years for our:
constitutional and God-given rights. The nations of Asia
and Africa are moving with jetlike speed towards gaining *
political independence, but We still creep at horse-and-
buggy pace toward gaining a cup of coffee at a lunch
counter, Perhaps it is easy for those who have never feltthe
stinging darts of segregation 1o S&y "Wait', but when you
have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at
will and drown ydur sisters and brothers at whim; when
you have seen the hate-filled policemen Curse, kick or
even kill your hlack brothers and sisters; when you see the
vast majority of your twenty million Negro brothers
smothering in an air-tight cage of poverty in the midst of
an affluent society; when you suddenly find your tongue
twisted and your speech stammering as you seek 0
explain to your six-year old daughter why she can't go to
the public amusement park that has just been advertised on
television, and see tears welling up in her eyes when she is
told that Funtown is closed to coloured children, and see
ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in her
little mental sky, and see her beginning to distort her
personality by developing an unconscious bitterness
toward white people; when you have to concoct an answer
to a five-year old son who is asking: 'Daddy, why do white
people treat coloured people sO mean?'; when you take a
cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep night
after night in the uncomfortable corners of your
automobile because no motel will accept you; when you
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are humiliated day in day out by nagging signs reading
‘white' and ’colourf;d’; when your ISt name becopeg
nigger, Your middlename becomes 'boy’ (however ¢]g
J0u are) and your last name becomes John', and when
Your wife and mother are pevep given the tite Mrs'; when
Youare harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that
Youare a Negro, living Constanily at tip toe stance, never
quite knowing what to €Xpect next, and are plagued with
inner fearg and outer resenﬂnents; when You are foreyer
fighting 2 degeneratmg Sense of nobg liness' thep you
will understand why we find it difficujt1o wait,

The Foyy Strategjes
There are foyr techniques or Strategies of. developing Paragraphs. Each
of the Strategies serves its own burpose iy Writing different types of €85ays.
’hat is Important js th 1 development Strategy is
adopted 1o Serve its appropri Writing to entertzin, to
in form. o educate tp Pesuade, to evaluate, to descrzbe, o explore, 1o analyse,
etc.?) audience. (classmateg, general public, Students, Workers, etc.) and

“Ccasion celebration, fumeral, et

The o ategies are: through Siving Specific eXamples, through giving
Is. through gIVing specifie lustration and through giving

Paragraph Development through Givip 2 Specific Exampleg
This Strategy involves the €xemplification of what has beep Presented as
the main idea. For instance,
Many philosophers have really been troubled by the
fate of map_ Pascal, g F rench phij Osopher, caljs man “z
bundle of Contradictions®. J €an-Pay] Sartre, on his part,
describeg man as g being carrying a Vacuum, ap
Smptiness withip him which makes him always
dissatisﬁed, restless and unhappy. In his “lliad”, Homer
eXpresses it pungently that “of all the Creatures that
creep and breathe op the earth, there Is none Wretched
than man™ ForAugustine, aJewish phﬂosopher, after
Youth of seeking pleasyre and bassion, g Dersona]
“Xperience of life made him conclude: “Life is useless,
all useless, Yoy spend vour jife working, Iabouring and
what do you have to show for it hing, €xcept, of
j > Jean-pay) Sartre

138 no Mmeaning”,
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Heidegger said, “As soon as a man is born, he is old
enoughtodie.”

Paragraph Development through Giving Specific Details

This strategy involves elaborating and expatiating the thesis provided.
For instance,
' Of all the creatures in the entire creation, man is evidently
the most marvellous, in fact, the greatest. Apart from
being the most marvellous and greatest, he is also the most
unfortunate. He is unfortunate because through out the
millions of years we are told he has inhabited the earth. Le
knows many things but he doesn't know himseii. Many a
man cannot answer his own questions about himself. One
Professor J.I. Omoregbe of the University of Lagos once
defined man as “a being who does not understand himself,
a being who feels alienated from himself, and puts his own

very being into question.”

e i s R R

_ Paragraph Development through Giving Specific Hiustrations
+ This strategy involves illustrating, through anecdotes or brief
actual accounts, to buttress the main idea being exprossed:
Former. President Obasanjo is a man of quick
temperament and uncontrollable anger who doesn't spare
any opportunity, no matter how inappropriate, to vent his
venom and unleash verbal missiles on those who de not
. share his point of view. At the scene of the bomb blast in
Lagos in 2001, people wondered why it took their
President so long to come to the scene of tragedy. “You,
who said that? You are stupid. I shouldn't even be here!”
the former president was reported to have thundered. And
atameeting in Yelwza in Shendam Local GovernimentArea
of Plateau State in 2004, Obasanjo launched on the State
Chairman of CAN, Rev. Pam Yakubu, “Mr. Chairman of
CAN, vou are talking absolute nonsense and don't
provoke me. When I did invite people to Abuja in April, do
you think I invited them there for picnic? CAN my
foot!..You are an idiot, a total idiot. And I have no
apologies for that.”

Paragraph Development through Giving Specific Reasons
As the heading suggests, this involves attributing reasons for a particular
thesis or an idea expressed. In “Why we can't wait” by Martin

PP w,;,‘ég@}
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cited under Section 71 above, the Writer gaye Several reasons i the
Paragraph that would not mgje the civi] movement wajt any longer n
ciamouring for the rights of iheAfricaI}Americans‘ :

Conclusjop
Languagé IS powerfy] because among other things, jt defines humaniry,
being an endowment only humap beings enjoy, among other Creatures. In 4
World where the role of words js becomf'ng _increasingiy bervasive, Jap Suage .
skills remaiy, Pre-eminent i fe.’ci}iiating human act; vities and briq ging the gap’
f four age skills, Writing is the

between know ledge and Ignorance, Of'the four Iy
Anost Specialised, (he most credible means gf Zrausierring ideas from
generation to Leneration Yet, it has always beep the most chaiienging to
grapple with, *like Lyingtoride horse whjcp, is Constantly changing beneath
you™ (Elbow: 1973- 231 And, a¢ thmkmg is indjs bensable 1o life, Writing
femains critica] ¢, Students, teachers, professionals and all workers who must
usethe mediypy, nsolving daily problems.

This chapter hag addressed Writing as an important language sy that can
5¢ {urther de\/'eloped by reading and Writing, [t describes the Importances of
Writing €Specially in this age of informatioy aswell as the general principles of
effective vy ting and highlights what can be Summed g5 follows:

I Wri tingishoth aninteraction and a procegg

(a) asan in teraction, it a5 atripartite interface among

(1) the readers,

(HY g Occasion and

(iii)  the Purpose, :

(b) asg Process, jt COnSists ofthe three Stages

(1) pre-wyi ting (. brainstormip &, formulatiop ofatopic, Zathering materials,

making thesjs Statement ang forming ap outline, pe i formal or

2. The four genera] character;sticg of effective Writing are-
(a)econg y
(b) simpﬁcity
(c) Clarity
(d) CoIrectnessg
Writing involves deve}oping baragraphs whjch consist of Jaws and
Strategjes. :
(a) The four ] aws of Paragraph deve] Opment are-
() the law of unity
(i) the law of coherepce
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(iii) the law of completeness
{iv)the law of emphasic.

(b) The four strategies of paragraph development are:
(1) development through giving specific examples
(ii) development through giving specific details

(iii) development throu
(iv) development throu
In'essence, writing is

gh giving specific illustrations, and
gh giving specific reasons
systematic and methodical. A good writer would

need to pass through the “(w)rite of passage” to make his/her writing effective,

Like a farmer, the more 2 writer puts into his/her art, the more s/he benefits
st. The more a writer invests in reading and absorbing

is ableto carry out effective writing.

from it during harve

information, the more s/he

Exercises
(a) Write your res

ponses to the followi

1. What are the skills of language

Wwriting?

2. Canoneprogress in modern tim
3. What factors will youp
4

- Develop five outlines based on
Writing Stage”

5. Whatsstrategies will

(d) a descripti

magazines, etc.) and identify
Study ten paragraphs from t
magazines, etc.) and identify
Write ten topics related to the state
Werite an essay on any ofthet
To what extent does each

e

«
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(c)Read the following passages an

Gorngo so: The Day Oniyan met Olobe
iast's point-of-view
Every August in I'wo, all roads lead to the market square. That is where
the grand finale of the annual Egungun (masquerade) festival takes place. The
Egungun are a powerfu) aspect of African belief, It isnot only a Yoruba festival
as variations of the Egungun cult exist in
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the thesis statement of each of them
en different sources ( newspapers, books,
the topic sentence of each 6fthem.

ofEducation in Nigeria.

opics you have written,
of your paragraph observe the laws of

dattempt the questions which follow.

other cultures. For the Igho people,
ey are the connection between the

-

A

S




149

world of the beople and that of the spirits. That js why every “trye” son and
» daughter of the community that has not been brainwashed by the prevalent
foreign relj gions (Islam and Christianily) does not take the ceremony with
levity.

The n10Mming and EVening sessions cannot be missed by ardent believers in
Traditionalism like me. I stjj] maintain that those who talk of miracles have not
Seen anything unti] they witness the last jeg of Egungun festiva], They are a
powerful statement op the efficacy of African Traditional Rej; gion. There are
Various Egungun culis and each cyj; demonstrates jts power and Superiority.
Thereare scores ofEgungun cujts andeach cult hag jts ancestral family,

On this fatefy] morning, it appeared that it would rajn. The sky wore 4
heavy look and one could see that the heavens wanted to shed their tears, Byt it
Musin'traim that day. How would rains dare disturh the festival of the “people
of the heaven™ themselves? This i because as soop a5 a person put on the
Cosiume ¢f Egungun, he ceased 1o be “arg aye” (a person of the world) as he
Would transmogrify to “ara orun” (a person of the heaven). The E gungun are
the ones who holg communion with the Spirits.

It was Sokoti, a powerful Egungun who did it. He ascended the Kobaope
Rock. He took with him some hot ash and Odyp, leaves. Whiie on the peak of
the rock, he mixed his hot ash with Some powdery substance from camwood
and sea-shei]. They were mixed on Odan Jeaves, they mustn't come in contact

with the bare ground. Sokoti began his iucantations, those miraculous words
of power, and bleyw the contents into the open face of the bleary-eyed horizons.
2 He blew jt up with one breath and quickly turned hjs back with further
incantations. Before he went back to his compound, the sky had cleared
Everyone knew the threatening rainfal] had been defeated. Ope could see the

clouds drif ingto the direction ofIbadan. :
When two nasquerades met either o e Way 10 or even at the market
Square, one must sajute the other or bay obeisance. If this was not voluntarily
done, there would be a fight to determine the winner or the superior. Oy this
Dbarticular Gecasion, two rival Egunguns who always avoided each other for
good met gt the immediate Jjunction before the market square. They were
“Oniyan” (bearer of pounded yam) and “Qlohe” (bearer of soup). People
Started trooping to the scepe. Incantations rent the air such that one could fee]
 the presence of the spirits and ancestors whose names were conjured to assist
in defeating the rivals. But Oniyan and Olobe Seemed to be of the samie match.
As much as gpe tried to hypnotise the other 50 as to make him do his bidding,
the more the other launched 2 counter-offensive, rending his rival's
incantations ineffectual. The situation was tense. Both parties had their fans.

Mine was Olobe, the cult of my paternal uncje,

After a goalless draw, to use a soccer metaphor, the two parties were tired

and there was aneed for penalty kicks. What a penalty! The two adversaries sat

e oo
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down out of exhaustion and put down what they had on their heads. Of course,
Oniyan had a small black pot that symbolically contained iyan (pounded
yam).Though the normal iyan should be white, the one that Oniyan had was
brown, a product of spiritual processing and colouring. The same thing was
applicable to Olobe who also put down his black pot of obe (soup), a very
special soup. They both challenged each other to eat from what they both had.
It was Olobe that first ate a few morsels of Oniyan's pounded yam, dipping
each in his soup before he swallowed each morsel. Oniyan also did the same,
he dipped his hands into Olobe's soup and ate pounded yam with it.

Ah, what happened next was spectacular. Oniyan first coughed, and he
coughed again, and again. Then his mouth was ajar and his tongue began to
come out. I never knew a tongue was that long for Oniyan's tongue was about
twelve inches. He winced in pains as the tongue kept colling out. His fellow
comrades started to beg Olobe who had sprung to his feet dancing hysterically
to the admiration ofus fans. Well, he listened to their appeal afier giving them a
condition: a handsome ransom oftwo cows, two goats, and five baskets ofkola
nuts, five gallons of palm oil and eleven cocks. They agreed and he soon put
some herbs in the open mouth of the writhing Oniyan. And as simple as that,
the tongue started to withdraw until it became its normal size. Oniyan
prostrated before Olobe and the latter patted his head, as a father would do to
his son.
At the market square, there was dancing galore and acrobatic display.
Then people prayed at a point for children, for good harvest, for triumph over
enemies and other personal problems. Sacrifice was offered to the gods and
spirits of the land by the Chief Priest of Egungun and as libations were
sprinkled on the shrine, all was happy. I knew since I was able to attend and [
made my supplications, I would get all T desired. The rituals had been
performed according to how the ancestors did it and all would be well, with the

participants and the community. The gods are not asleep.

Anon-Egungun enthusiast's point-of-view

It is simply amazing how steep in ignorance many people are. It beats my
Imagination to know that in the 21" century, many African tribes still believe in
some wooden gods and some dead and rotten so-called ancestors who they sti’
think have control over their lives. In my roots in Iwo in Osun State of Nigeria, I
was simply “impressed” by the folly of some people who have refused to give
their lives to Allah, the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. For how long will
people believe in the created (ancestors, ‘gods, Spirits, rivers, etc.) rather the
uncreated Creator, the Omnipresent and the Omniscient?

Much asIbelieve that this paganideology is partly responsible for African
backwardness, my friend, Seyi, believes quite the opposite: the imposition of
“foreign” religions is a form of colonialism that is responsible for the
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€ats “fbrejgn” food, it is only in religijon that he believes heis truly African. Op
I : . : :

much amysed me; such a wishfy] thinking: it can Heverrain, Qut of curiosity, |
decided to follow him to Join those who followed Sokoti, a king of a local
Lraditionalist, amasquerade cyjt himself, o KobaOpe Rock, Sokoti was said to
be an expert 5¢ “stopping the rain”. When he gottothetop ofthe Rock, the man

display, he blew what he had gathered away and people dispersed.
Coincidentaﬂy, by the time We arrived home, there was ng cloud in the sky
again. This wag deemed as the handiwork of Sokoti. | didn't listen to the
Weather's forecast of the day prior till then, yetlimpressed it on Seyi that it i

notevery time that the sky is cloudy that jtrajns.
Later, we Were on our Wway to the market Square after some regt Icould

S€€ many Egungun, They had different Costumes that amounted to a ¢oJoy,

I remember a true story I heard about one 10-nonsense Imam (a
Muslim religious leader) from the same community. Sey; Wwouldn't te]] me
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heard, he had sent “ara orun” to where he belonged. As the court did not deal
with metaphors, the judge dismissed the case and wouldn't know why
someone from heaven or hell shouldn’t be sent back to his place. The case was
complicated because out of deference, the Egungun would maintain that their
kin was “ara orun” since he was in full Egungun costume when it happened.
WhenIheard the story, ] agreed with the judge who was not a Yoruba man.

The market-place was a bedlam of feet and voices. If anything, I
wondered why such a fetish festival should pull such a huge crowd. Did that
suggest that people were relapsing (o pagan beliefs again, like my radical
friend, Seyi? I doubted it. It appeared many people had come for the
entertainment value it offered rather than its religious significance. Such was
the sordid entertainment, a sort of horror movie, that I saw just before we got1c
the market centre. I could see that people were gathered and there were loud
cheers and jabs. I decided to catch the fun. Two dirty-looking masquerades
were in superiority struggle, a battle of supremacy. As these people had so
much faith in magic and voodooism, each of the two rivals put all vent to his
talismanic prowess. It was a long duel reminiscent of the historic “Thrilla in
Manila” between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier, in which case the day
eventually belonged to Ali, though it almost didn't, just as the day belonged to
“Olobe™( the soup bearer).

It was the pounded-yam bearer and the soup-bearer that engaged each
other. The quarrel was who should salute the other. When all incantations,
magic and talisman failed to wreck havoc on both, they decided on eating their
own food, which everyone knew contained potent poison. Expectediy, each
was immune from the poison he had prepared. I saw with niy own eyes how
Oniyan’s (pounded yam bearer) tongue came out as he recoiled in pains. The
tongue kept coming out of his mouth till it was almost the size of a student's
tuler. Some ransom was agreed on and Oniyan was treated by Olobe and the
former accepted defeat. It was a spectacular sight and I felt these unbelievers
would suffer first here before they suffer in the after-life. Afier alot of dancing
and acrobatics, sacrifices were made and prayers were said. Tome, what they
thought was a religious activity was no more that a pagan fite, it was “much
ado about nothing” as everything they did and the sufferifigfliey underwent
would not save them from the punishment of rejecting the True One God.

1. Identify the similarities and differences between the two points-of-
view.

2. Whose point-of-view would consider more effective and why?

3. Identify. the strategies employed in the development of each of the

paragraphs ofthe passages.
4. Evaluate the two passages using the criteria of economy, simplicity,

clarity and correctness.
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