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Abstract

Sabotage of aircraft is one of the major air transport terrorist acts that have
threatened the growth and development of the aviation sector across the world.
Successive international conventions have been adopted to prevent aircraft sabotage
and its attendant consequences such as loss of lives, properties, distortion of
international markets and psychological disorder. The International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ) has also prescribed international Standards and Recommended
Practices (known as Annex 17 to the Chicago Convention 1944) to complement the
preventive devices contained in existing Conventions. Nigeria, being a party to these
Conventions and the Annex, has domesticated these laws into the Nigerian Civil
Aviation Act 2006 and the Nigerian Civil Aviation Regulations 2012. The ongoing
securily challenges in Nigeria posed by the deadly “Boko Haram" group and threats
by other militant groups in the country as well as other potential threats that could
arise in connection with the 2015 elections call for a reappraisal of the Nigerian
anti-aircraft sabotage law & rules to identify their strengths and uncover inherent
weaknesses of such laws & rules. The paper adopts qualitative method of legal
research through a combination of both doctrinal and non-doctrinal approaches. It

revealed that the Nigerian laws on the prevention of aircraft sabotage is adequate if
properly implemented. '

Keywords: Aircraft sabotage; aviation security; terrorism; aviation convention.
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An Overview of the International and Nigerian Legal Framework

at the nation’s airports. First, existing baggage & body Sr.mcﬁﬁg;measures =

focused on metal detectors without due regard to the need: for marking of plastic-
v Seondly, aviation -pefsonnel
- - = 7 n X
rezzonmble fqr security screening need to be trained and retfz;ihcd to ‘rr'xeélt)'ctd' m::: -
:1 s fcrln security s'tandard. 'I:herc is also a need to establish monitoring unit to ensure -
utifu and eﬁ'c_chvc screening of passengers. Third, it may not be too much for the s
nation to establish a dedicated force to be in charge of aviation security with a special -

explosives now largely deployed by terrorists.

:l}::tt c‘i:l:iicat&d to bomb df.tcction or disposal of bombs and explosives. It is believed
cre these suggestions are rigorously implemented, aviation inc i
A arer ly imp ed, aviation industry will be
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